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Psalms

1 1How well God must like you--you
don't hang out at Sin Saloon, you

don't slink along Dead-End Road, you
don't go to Smart-Mouth College.
2 Instead you thrill to GOD's Word, you
chew on Scripture day and night.
3 You're a tree replanted in Eden,
bearing fresh fruit every month, Never
dropping a leaf, always in blossom.
4 You're not at all like the wicked, who
are mere windblown dust--
5Without defense in court, unfit
company for innocent people.
6GOD charts the road you take. The
road [they] take is Skid Row.

2 1Why the big noise, na ons? Why
the mean plots, peoples?
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2 Earth-leaders push for posi on,
Demagogues and delegates meet for
summit talks, The God-deniers, the
Messiah-defiers:
3 "Let's get free of God! Cast loose from
Messiah!"
4Heaven-throned God breaks out
laughing. At first he's amused at their
presump on;
5 Then he gets good and angry.
Furiously, he shuts them up:
6 "Don't you know there's a King in
Zion? A corona on banquet Is spread for
him on the holy summit."
7 Let me tell you what GOD said next.
He said, "You're my son, And today is
your birthday.
8What do you want? Name it: Na ons
as a present? con nents as a prize?
9 You can command them all to dance
for you, Or throw them out with
tomorrow's trash."



PSALMS 2–3 3
10 So, rebel-kings, use your heads;
Upstart-judges, learn your lesson:
11Worship GOD in adoring embrace,
Celebrate in trembling awe.
12 Kiss Messiah! Your very lives are in
danger, you know; His anger is about
to explode, But if you make a run for
God--you won't regret it!

3 1GOD! Look! Enemies past coun ng!
Enemies sprou ng like mushrooms,

2Mobs of them all around me, roaring
their mockery: "Hah! No help for [him]
from God!"
3 But you, GOD, shield me on all sides;
You ground my feet, you li my head
high;
4With all my might I shout up to GOD,
His answers thunder from the holy
mountain.
5 I stretch myself out. I sleep. Then I'm
up again--rested, tall and steady,
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6 Fearless before the enemy mobs
Coming at me from all sides.
7Up, GOD! My God, help me! Slap their
faces, First this cheek, then the other,
Your fist hard in their teeth!
8 Real help comes from GOD. Your
blessing clothes your people!

4 1When I call, give me answers. God,
take my side! Once, in a ght place,

you gave me room; Now I'm in trouble
again: grace me! hear me!
2 You rabble--how long do I put up with
your scorn? How long will you lust a er
lies? How long will you live crazed by
illusion?
3 Look at this: look Who got picked by
GOD! He listens the split second I call to
him.
4 Complain if you must, but don't lash
out. Keep your mouth shut, and let your
heart do the talking.
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5 Build your case before God and wait
for his verdict.
6Why is everyone hungry for [more]?
"More, more," they say. "More, more." I
have God's more-than-enough,
7More joy in one ordinary day Than
they get in all their shopping sprees.
8At day's end I'm ready for sound sleep,
For you, GOD, have put my life back
together.

5 1 Listen, GOD! Please, pay a en on!
Can you make sense of these

ramblings,
2my groans and cries? King-God, I need
your help.
3 Every morning you'll hear me at it
again. Every morning I lay out the pieces
of my life on your altar and watch for fire
to descend.
4 You don't socialize with Wicked, or
invite Evil over as your houseguest.



PSALMS 5 6
5Hot-Air-Boaster collapses in front
of you; you shake your head over
Mischief-Maker.
6GOD destroys Lie-Speaker; Blood-
Thirsty and Truth-Bender disgust
you.
7And here I am, your invited guest--it's
incredible! I enter your house; here I am,
prostrate in your inner sanctum,
8Wai ng for direc ons to get me safely
through enemy lines.
9 Every word they speak is a land mine;
their lungs breathe out poison gas. Their
throats are gaping graves, their tongues
slick as mudslides.
10 Pile on the guilt, God! Let their
so-called wisdom wreck them. Kick them
out! They've had their chance.
11 But you'll welcome us with open
arms when we run for cover to you. Let
the party last all night! Stand guard over
our celebra on.



PSALMS 5–6 7
12 You are famous, GOD, for welcoming
God-seekers, for decking us out in
delight.

6 1 Please, GOD, no more yelling, no
more trips to the woodshed.

2 Treat me nice for a change; I'm so
starved for affec on. Can't you see I'm
black and blue, beat up badly in bones
3 and soul? GOD, how long will it take
for you to let up?
4 Break in, GOD, and break up this fight;
if you love me at all, get me out of here.
5 I'm no good to you dead, am I? I can't
sing in your choir if I'm buried in some
tomb!
6 I'm red of all this--so red. My bed
has been floa ng forty days and nights
On the flood of my tears. My ma ress is
soaked, soggy with tears.
7 The sockets of my eyes are black
holes; nearly blind, I squint and grope.
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8Get out of here, you Devil's crew: at
last GOD has heard my sobs.
9My requests have all been granted,
my prayers are answered.
10 Cowards, my enemies disappear.
Disgraced, they turn tail and run.

7 1GOD! GOD! I am running to you for
dear life; the chase is wild.

2 If they catch me, I'm finished: ripped
to shreds by foes fierce as lions, dragged
into the forest and le unlooked for,
unremembered.
3GOD, if I've done what they say--
4 betrayed my friends, ripped off my
enemies--If my hands are really that
dirty,
5 let them get me, walk all over me,
leave me flat on my face in the dirt.
6 Stand up, GOD; pit your holy fury
against my furious enemies. Wake up,
God.
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7My accusers have packed the
courtroom; it's judgment me.
8 Take your place on the bench, reach
for your gavel, throw out the false
charges against me. I'm ready, confident
in your verdict: "Innocent."
9 Close the book on Evil, GOD, but
publish your mandate for us. You get
us ready for life: you probe for our so
spots, you knock off our rough edges.
10And I'm feeling so fit, so safe: made
right, kept right.
11God in solemn honor does things
right, but his nerves are sandpapered
raw. Nobody gets by with anything.
12God is already in ac on--Sword
honed on his whetstone, bow strung,
arrow on the string,
13 Lethal weapons in hand, each arrow
a flaming missile.
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14 Look at that guy! He had sex with sin,
he's pregnant with evil. Oh, look! He's
having the baby--a Lie-Baby!
15 See that man shoveling day a er day,
digging, then concealing, his man-trap
down that lonely stretch of road? Go
back and look again--you'll see him in it
headfirst, legs waving in the breeze.
16 That's what happens: mischief
backfires; violence boomerangs.
17 I'm thanking God, who makes
things right. I'm singing the fame of
heaven-high GOD.

8 1GOD, brilliant Lord, yours is a
household name.

2Nursing infants gurgle choruses about
you; toddlers shout the songs That
drown out enemy talk, and silence
atheist babble.
3 I look up at your macro-skies, dark and
enormous, your handmade sky-jewelry,
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Moon and stars mounted in their
se ngs.
4 Then I look at my micro-self and
wonder, Why do you bother with us?
Why take a second look our way?
5 Yet we've so narrowly missed being
gods, bright with Eden's dawn light.
6 You put us in charge of your
handcra ed world, repeated to us your
Genesis-charge,
7Made us lords of sheep and ca le,
even animals out in the wild,
8 Birds flying and fish swimming, whales
singing in the ocean deeps.
9GOD, brilliant Lord, your name echoes
around the world.

9 1 I'm thanking you, GOD, from a full
heart, I'm wri ng the book on your

wonders.
2 I'm whistling, laughing, and jumping
for joy; I'm singing your song, High God.
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3 The day my enemies turned tail and
ran, they stumbled on you and fell on
their faces.
4 You took over and set everything
right; when I needed you, you were
there, taking charge.
5 You blow the whistle on godless
na ons; you throw dirty players out of
the game, wipe their names right off the
roster.
6 Enemies disappear from the sidelines,
their reputa on trashed, their names
erased from the halls of fame.
7GOD holds the high center, he sees
and sets the world's mess right.
8He decides what is right for us
earthlings, gives people their just
deserts.
9GOD's a safe-house for the ba ered, a
sanctuary during bad mes.
10 The moment you arrive, you relax;
you're never sorry you knocked.
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11 Sing your songs to Zion-dwelling
GOD, tell his stories to everyone you
meet:
12How he tracks down killers yet keeps
his eye on us, registers every whimper
and moan.
13 Be kind to me, GOD; I've been kicked
around long enough. Once you've pulled
me back from the gates of death,
14 I'll write the book on Hallelujahs; on
the corner of Main and First I'll hold a
street mee ng; I'll be the song leader;
we'll fill the air with salva on songs.
15 They're trapped, those godless
countries, in the very snares they set,
Their feet all tangled in the net they
spread.
16 They have no excuse; the way God
works is well-known. The cunning
machinery made by the wicked has
maimed their own hands.
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17 The wicked bought a one-way cket
to hell.
18No longer will the poor be nameless-
-no more humilia on for the humble.
19Up, GOD! Aren't you fed up with their
empty stru ng? Expose these grand
pretensions!
20 Shake them up, GOD! Show them
how silly they look.

10 1GOD, are you avoiding me?
Where are you when I need you?

2 Full of hot air, the wicked are hot on
the trail of the poor. Trip them up, tangle
them up in their fine-tuned plots.
3 The wicked are windbags, the
swindlers have foul breath.
4 The wicked snub GOD, their noses
stuck high in the air. Their graffi are
scrawled on the walls: "Catch us if you
can!" "God is dead."
5 They care nothing for what you think;
if you get in their way, they blow you off.
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6 They live (they think) a charmed life:
"We can't go wrong. This is our lucky
year!"
7 They carry a mouthful of hexes, their
tongues spit venom like adders.
8 They hide behind ordinary people,
then pounce on their vic ms.
9 They mark the luckless, then wait
like a hunter in a blind; When the poor
wretch wanders too close, they stab him
in the back.
10 The hapless fool is kicked to the
ground, the unlucky vic m is brutally
axed.
11He thinks God has dumped him, he's
sure that God is indifferent to his plight.
12 Time to get up, GOD--get moving.
The luckless think they're Godforsaken.
13 They wonder why the wicked scorn
God and get away with it, Why the
wicked are so cocksure they'll never
come up for audit.
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14 But you know all about it--the
contempt, the abuse. I dare to believe
that the luckless will get lucky someday
in you. You won't let them down:
orphans won't be orphans forever.
15 Break the wicked right arms, break
all the evil le arms. Search and destroy
every sign of crime.
16GOD's grace and order wins;
godlessness loses.
17 The vic m's faint pulse picks up; the
hearts of the hopeless pump red blood
as you put your ear to their lips.
18Orphans get parents, the homeless
get homes. The reign of terror is over,
the rule of the gang lords is ended.

11 1 I've already run for dear life
straight to the arms of GOD. So

why would I run away now when you
say, "Run to the mountains;
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2 the evil bows are bent, the wicked
arrows Aimed to shoot under cover of
darkness at every heart open to God.
3 The bo om's dropped out of the
country; good people don't have a
chance"?
4 But GOD hasn't moved to the
mountains; his holy address hasn't
changed. He's in charge, as always, his
eyes taking everything in, his eyelids
Unblinking, examining Adam's unruly
brood inside and out, not missing a
thing.
5He tests the good and the bad alike; if
anyone cheats, God's outraged.
6 Fail the test and you're out, out in
a hail of firestones, Drinking from a
canteen filled with hot desert wind.
7GOD's business is pu ng things right;
he loves ge ng the lines straight, Se ng
us straight. Once we're standing tall, we
can look him straight in the eye.
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12 1Quick, GOD, I need your helping
hand! The last decent person just

went down, All the friends I depended
on gone.
2 Everyone talks in lie language; Lies
slide off their oily lips. They doubletalk
with forked tongues.
3 Slice their lips off their faces! Pull The
braggart tongues from their mouths!
4 I'm red of hearing, "We can talk
anyone into anything! Our lips manage
the world."
5 Into the hovels of the poor, Into the
dark streets where the homeless groan,
God speaks: "I've had enough; I'm on my
way To heal the ache in the heart of the
wretched."
6God's words are pure words, Pure
silver words refined seven mes In the
fires of his word-kiln, Pure on earth as
well as in heaven.
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7GOD, keep us safe from their lies,
From the wicked who stalk us with lies,
8 From the wicked who collect honors
For their wonderful lies.

13 1 Long enough, GOD--you've
ignored me long enough. I've

looked at the back of your head long
enough.
2 Long enough I've carried this ton of
trouble, lived with a stomach full of pain.
Long enough my arrogant enemies have
looked down their noses at me.
3 Take a good look at me, GOD, my God;
I want to look life in the eye,
4 So no enemy can get the best of me
or laugh when I fall on my face.
5 I've thrown myself headlong into your
arms--I'm celebra ng your rescue.
6 I'm singing at the top of my lungs, I'm
so full of answered prayers.

14 1 Bilious and bloated, they gas,
"God is gone." Their words are
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poison gas, fouling the air; they poison
Rivers and skies; thistles are their cash
crop.
2GOD s cks his head out of heaven.
He looks around. He's looking for
someone not stupid--one man, even,
God-expectant, just one God-ready
woman.
3He comes up empty. A string of zeros.
Useless, unshepherded Sheep, taking
turns pretending to be Shepherd. The
ninety and nine follow their fellow.
4Don't they know anything, all these
impostors? Don't they know they can't
get away with this--Trea ng people like
a fast-food meal over which they're too
busy to pray?
5Night is coming for them, and
nightmares, for God takes the side of
vic ms.
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6Do you think you can mess with the
dreams of the poor? You can't, for God
makes their dreams come true.
7 Is there anyone around to save Israel?
Yes. God is around; GOD turns life
around. Turned-around Jacob skips rope,
turned-around Israel sings laughter.

15 1GOD, who gets invited to dinner
at your place? How do we get on

your guest list?
2 "Walk straight, act right, tell the truth.
3 "Don't hurt your friend, don't blame
your neighbor;
4 despise the despicable. "Keep your
word even when it costs you,
5make an honest living, never take a
bribe. "You'll never get blacklisted if you
live like this."

16 1 Keep me safe, O God, I've run
for dear life to you.

2 I say to GOD, "Be my Lord!" Without
you, nothing makes sense.
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3And these God-chosen lives all
around--what splendid friends they
make!
4Don't just go shopping for a god. Gods
are not for sale. I swear I'll never treat
god-names like brand-names.
5My choice is you, GOD, first and only.
And now I find I'm [your] choice!
6 You set me up with a house and yard.
And then you made me your heir!
7 The wise counsel GOD gives when
I'm awake is confirmed by my sleeping
heart.
8Day and night I'll s ck with GOD; I've
got a good thing going and I'm not le ng
go.
9 I'm happy from the inside out, and
from the outside in, I'm firmly formed.
10 You canceled my cket to hell--that's
not my des na on!
11Now you've got my feet on the life
path, all radiant from the shining of your
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face. Ever since you took my hand, I'm
on the right way.

17 1 Listen while I build my case,
GOD, the most honest prayer

you'll ever hear.
2 Show the world I'm innocent--in your
heart you know I am.
3Go ahead, examine me from inside
out, surprise me in the middle of the
night--You'll find I'm just what I say I am.
My words don't run loose.
4 I'm not trying to get my way in the
world's way. I'm trying to get [your] way,
your Word's way.
5 I'm staying on your trail; I'm pu ng
one foot In front of the other. I'm not
giving up.
6 I call to you, God, because I'm sure of
an answer. So--answer! bend your ear!
listen sharp!
7 Paint grace-graffi on the fences; take
in your frightened children who Are
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running from the neighborhood bullies
straight to you.
8 Keep your eye on me; hide me under
your cool wing feathers
9 From the wicked who are out to get
me, from mortal enemies closing in.
10 Their hearts are hard as nails, their
mouths blast hot air.
11 They are a er me, nipping my heels,
determined to bring me down,
12 Lions ready to rip me apart, young
lions poised to pounce.
13Up, GOD: beard them! break them!
By your sword, free me from their
clutches;
14 Barehanded, GOD, break these
mortals, these flat-earth people who
can't think beyond today. I'd like to see
their bellies swollen with famine food,
The weeds they've sown harvested and
baked into famine bread, With second
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helpings for their children and crusts for
their babies to chew on.
15And me? I plan on looking you full in
the face. When I get up, I'll see your full
stature and live heaven on earth.

18 1 I love you, GOD--you make me
strong.

2GOD is bedrock under my feet, the
castle in which I live, my rescuing knight.
My God--the high crag where I run for
dear life, hiding behind the boulders,
safe in the granite hideout.
3 I sing to GOD, the Praise-Lo y, and
find myself safe and saved.
4 The hangman's noose was ght at my
throat; devil waters rushed over me.
5Hell's ropes cinched me ght; death
traps barred every exit.
6A hos le world! I call to GOD, I cry
to God to help me. From his palace he
hears my call; my cry brings me right into
his presence--a private audience!
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7 Earth wobbles and lurches; huge
mountains shake like leaves, Quake like
aspen leaves because of his rage.
8His nostrils flare, bellowing smoke; his
mouth spits fire. Tongues of fire dart in
and out;
9 he lowers the sky. He steps down;
under his feet an abyss opens up.
10He's riding a winged creature, swi
on wind-wings.
11Now he's wrapped himself in a
trenchcoat of black-cloud darkness.
12 But his cloud-brightness bursts
through, spraying hailstones and
fireballs.
13 Then GOD thundered out of heaven;
the High God gave a great shout,
spraying hailstones and fireballs.
14God shoots his arrows--
pandemonium! He hurls his lightnings--a
rout!



PSALMS 18 27
15 The secret sources of ocean are
exposed, the hidden depths of earth
lie uncovered The moment you roar in
protest, let loose your hurricane anger.
16 But me he caught--reached all the
way from sky to sea; he pulled me out Of
that ocean of hate,
17 that enemy chaos, the void in which I
was drowning.
18 They hit me when I was down, but
GOD stuck by me.
19He stood me up on a wide-open
field; I stood there saved--surprised to
be loved!
20GOD made my life complete when I
placed all the pieces before him. When I
got my act together, he gave me a fresh
start.
21Now I'm alert to GOD's ways; I don't
take God for granted.
22 Every day I review the ways he works;
I try not to miss a trick.
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23 I feel put back together, and I'm
watching my step.
24GOD rewrote the text of my life when
I opened the book of my heart to his
eyes.
25 The good people taste your
goodness, The whole people taste your
health,
26 The true people taste your truth, The
bad ones can't figure you out.
27 You take the side of the down-and-
out, But the stuck-up you take down a
peg.
28 Suddenly, GOD, you floodlight my
life; I'm blazing with glory, God's glory!
29 I smash the bands of marauders, I
vault the highest fences.
30What a God! His road stretches
straight and smooth. Every GOD-
direc on is road-tested. Everyone who
runs toward him Makes it.
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31 Is there any god like GOD? Are we
not at bedrock?
32 Is not this the God who armed me,
then aimed me in the right direc on?
33Now I run like a deer; I'm king of the
mountain.
34He shows me how to fight; I can bend
a bronze bow!
35 You protect me with salva on-armor;
you hold me up with a firm hand, caress
me with your gentle ways.
36 You cleared the ground under me so
my foo ng was firm.
37When I chased my enemies I caught
them; I didn't let go ll they were dead
men.
38 I nailed them; they were down for
good; then I walked all over them.
39 You armed me well for this fight, you
smashed the upstarts.
40 You made my enemies turn tail, and I
wiped out the haters.
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41 They cried "uncle" but Uncle didn't
come; They yelled for GOD and got no
for an answer.
42 I ground them to dust; they gusted in
the wind. I threw them out, like garbage
in the gu er.
43 You rescued me from a squabbling
people; you made me a leader of
na ons. People I'd never heard of served
me;
44 the moment they got wind of me
they listened. The foreign devils gave up;
45 they came on their bellies, crawling
from their hideouts.
46 Live, GOD! Blessings from my Rock,
my free and freeing God, towering!
47 This God set things right for me and
shut up the people who talked back.
48He rescued me from enemy anger, he
pulled me from the grip of upstarts, He
saved me from the bullies.
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49 That's why I'm thanking you, GOD, all
over the world. That's why I'm singing
songs that rhyme your name.
50God's king takes the trophy; God's
chosen is beloved. I mean David and all
his children--always.

19 1God's glory is on tour in the
skies, God-cra on exhibit across

the horizon.
2Madame Day holds classes every
morning, Professor Night lectures each
evening.
3 Their words aren't heard, their voices
aren't recorded,
4 But their silence fills the earth:
unspoken truth is spoken everywhere.
God makes a huge dome for the sun--a
superdome!
5 The morning sun's a new husband
leaping from his honeymoon bed, The
daybreaking sun an athlete racing to the
tape.
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6 That's how God's Word vaults across
the skies from sunrise to sunset, Mel ng
ice, scorching deserts, warming hearts
to faith.
7 The revela on of GOD is whole and
pulls our lives together. The signposts of
GOD are clear and point out the right
road.
8 The life-maps of GOD are right,
showing the way to joy. The direc ons of
GOD are plain and easy on the eyes.
9GOD's reputa on is twenty-four-carat
gold, with a life me guarantee. The
decisions of GOD are accurate down to
the nth degree.
10God's Word is be er than a diamond,
be er than a diamond set between
emeralds. You'll like it be er than
strawberries in spring, be er than red,
ripe strawberries.
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11 There's more: God's Word warns
us of danger and directs us to hidden
treasure.
12Otherwise how will we find our way?
Or know when we play the fool?
13 Clean the slate, God, so we can start
the day fresh! Keep me from stupid sins,
from thinking I can take over your work;
Then I can start this day sun-washed,
scrubbed clean of the grime of sin.
14 These are the words in my mouth;
these are what I chew on and pray.
Accept them when I place them on the
morning altar, O God, my Altar-Rock,
God, Priest-of-My-Altar.

20 1GOD answer you on the day you
crash, The name God-of-Jacob

put you out of harm's reach,
2 Send reinforcements from Holy Hill,
Dispatch from Zion fresh supplies,
3 Exclaim over your offerings, Celebrate
your sacrifices,
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4Give you what your heart desires,
Accomplish your plans.
5When you win, we plan to raise
the roof and lead the parade with our
banners. May all your wishes come true!
6 That clinches it--help's coming, an
answer's on the way, everything's going
to work out.
7 See those people polishing their
chariots, and those others grooming
their horses? But we're making garlands
for GOD our God.
8 The chariots will rust, those horses
pull up lame--and we'll be on our feet,
standing tall.
9Make the king a winner, GOD; the day
we call, give us your answer.

21 1 Your strength, GOD, is the king's
strength. Helped, he's hollering

Hosannas.
2 You gave him exactly what he wanted;
you didn't hold back.
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3 You filled his arms with gi s; you gave
him a right royal welcome.
4He wanted a good life; you gave it to
him, and then made it a [long] life as a
bonus.
5 You li ed him high and bright as a
cumulus cloud, then dressed him in
rainbow colors.
6 You pile blessings on him; you make
him glad when you smile.
7 Is it any wonder the king loves GOD?
that he's s cking with the Best?
8With a fis ul of enemies in one hand
and a fis ul of haters in the other,
9 You radiate with such brilliance that
they cringe as before a furnace. Now the
furnace swallows them whole, the fire
eats them alive!
10 You purge the earth of their progeny,
you wipe the slate clean.
11All their evil schemes, the plots they
cook up, have fizzled--every one.
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12 You sent them packing; they couldn't
face you.
13 Show your strength, GOD, so no one
can miss it. We are out singing the good
news!

22 1God, God...my God! Why
did you dump me miles from

nowhere?
2Doubled up with pain, I call to God all
the day long. No answer. Nothing. I keep
at it all night, tossing and turning.
3And you! Are you indifferent, above
it all, leaning back on the cushions of
Israel's praise?
4We know you were there for our
parents:
5 they cried for your help and you gave
it; they trusted and lived a good life.
6And here I am, a nothing--an
earthworm, something to step on, to
squash.
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7 Everyone pokes fun at me; they make
faces at me, they shake their heads:
8 "Let's see how GOD handles this one;
since God likes him so much, let him
help him!"
9And to think you were midwife at my
birth, se ng me at my mother's breasts!
10When I le the womb you cradled
me; since the moment of birth you've
been my God.
11 Then you moved far away and
trouble moved in next-door. I need a
neighbor.
12Herds of bulls come at me, the raging
bulls stampede,
13Horns lowered, nostrils flaring, like a
herd of buffalo on the move.
14 I'm a bucket kicked over and spilled,
every joint in my body has been pulled
apart. My heart is a blob of melted wax
in my gut.
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15 I'm dry as a bone, my tongue black
and swollen. They have laid me out for
burial in the dirt.
16Now packs of wild dogs come at me;
thugs gang up on me. They pin me down
hand and foot,
17 and lock me in a cage--a bag Of bones
in a cage, stared at by every passerby.
18 They take my wallet and the shirt off
my back, and then throw dice for my
clothes.
19 You, GOD--don't put off my rescue!
Hurry and help me!
20Don't let them cut my throat; don't
let those mongrels devour me.
21 If you don't show up soon, I'm done
for--gored by the bulls, meat for the
lions.
22Here's the story I'll tell my friends
when they come to worship, and
punctuate it with Hallelujahs:
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23 Shout Hallelujah, you God-
worshipers; give glory, you sons of Jacob;
adore him, you daughters of Israel.
24He has never let you down, never
looked the other way when you were
being kicked around. He has never
wandered off to do his own thing; he has
been right there, listening.
25Here in this great gathering for
worship I have discovered this praise-
life. And I'll do what I promised right
here in front of the God-worshipers.
26Down-and-outers sit at GOD's table
and eat their fill. Everyone on the hunt
for God is here, praising him. "Live it up,
from head to toe. Don't ever quit!"
27 From the four corners of the earth
people are coming to their senses, are
running back to GOD. Long-lost families
are falling on their faces before him.
28GOD has taken charge; from now on
he has the last word.
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29All the power-mongers are before
him--worshiping! All the poor and
powerless, too--worshiping! Along
with those who never got it together--
worshiping!
30Our children and their children will
get in on this As the word is passed along
from parent to child.
31 Babies not yet conceived will hear
the good news--that God does what he
says.

23 1GOD, my shepherd! I don't need
a thing.

2 You have bedded me down in lush
meadows, you find me quiet pools to
drink from.
3 True to your word, you let me catch
my breath and send me in the right
direc on.
4 Even when the way goes through
Death Valley, I'm not afraid when you
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walk at my side. Your trusty shepherd's
crook makes me feel secure.
5 You serve me a six-course dinner
right in front of my enemies. You revive
my drooping head; my cup brims with
blessing.
6 Your beauty and love chase a er me
every day of my life. I'm back home in
the house of GOD for the rest of my life.

24 1GOD claims Earth and
everything in it, God claims World

and all who live on it.
2He built it on Ocean founda ons, laid
it out on River girders.
3Who can climb Mount GOD? Who can
scale the holy north-face?
4Only the clean-handed, only the
pure-hearted; Men who won't cheat,
women who won't seduce.
5GOD is at their side; with GOD's help
they make it.
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6 This, Jacob, is what happens to
God-seekers, God-questers.
7Wake up, you sleepyhead city! Wake
up, you sleepyhead people! King-Glory
is ready to enter.
8Who is this King-Glory? GOD, armed
and ba le-ready.
9Wake up, you sleepyhead city! Wake
up, you sleepyhead people! King-Glory
is ready to enter.
10Who is this King-Glory? GOD of the
angel armies: he is King-Glory.

25 1My head is high, GOD, held high;
2 I'm looking to you, GOD; No

hangdog skulking for me.
3 I've thrown in my lot with you; You
won't embarrass me, will you? Or let
my enemies get the best of me? Don't
embarrass any of us Who went out on a
limb for you. It's the traitors who should
be humiliated.
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4 Show me how you work, GOD; School
me in your ways.
5 Take me by the hand; Lead me down
the path of truth. You are my Savior,
aren't you?
6Mark the milestones of your mercy
and love, GOD; Rebuild the ancient
landmarks!
7 Forget that I sowed wild oats; Mark
me with your sign of love. Plan only the
best for me, GOD!
8GOD is fair and just; He corrects the
misdirected, Sends them in the right
direc on.
9He gives the rejects his hand, And
leads them step-by-step.
10 From now on every road you
travel Will take you to GOD. Follow
the Covenant signs; Read the charted
direc ons.
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11 Keep up your reputa on, GOD;
Forgive my bad life; It's been a very bad
life.
12My ques on: What are God-
worshipers like? Your answer: Arrows
aimed at God's bull's-eye.
13 They se le down in a promising
place; Their kids inherit a prosperous
farm.
14God-friendship is for God-worshipers;
They are the ones he confides in.
15 If I keep my eyes on GOD, I won't trip
over my own feet.
16 Look at me and help me! I'm all alone
and in big trouble.
17My heart and kidneys are figh ng
each other; Call a truce to this civil war.
18 Take a hard look at my life of hard
labor, Then li this ton of sin.
19Do you see how many people Have it
in for me? How viciously they hate me?
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20 Keep watch over me and keep me
out of trouble; Don't let me down when
I run to you.
21Use all your skill to put me together;
I wait to see your finished product.
22GOD, give your people a break From
this run of bad luck.

26 1 Clear my name, GOD; I've kept
an honest shop. I've thrown in my

lot with you, GOD, and I'm not budging.
2 Examine me, GOD, from head to foot,
order your ba ery of tests. Make sure
I'm fit inside and out
3 So I never lose sight of your love, But
keep in step with you, never missing a
beat.
4 I don't hang out with tricksters, I don't
pal around with thugs;
5 I hate that pack of gangsters, I don't
deal with double-dealers.
6 I scrub my hands with purest soap,
then join hands with the others in the
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great circle, dancing around your altar,
GOD,
7 Singing God-songs at the top of my
lungs, telling God-stories.
8GOD, I love living with you; your house
glows with your glory.
9When it's me for spring cleaning,
don't sweep me out with the quacks and
crooks,
10Men with bags of dirty tricks, women
with purses stuffed with bribe-money.
11 You know I've been aboveboard with
you; now be aboveboard with me.
12 I'm on the level with you, GOD; I
bless you every chance I get.

27 1 Light, space, zest--that's GOD!
So, with him on my side I'm

fearless, afraid of no one and nothing.
2When vandal hordes ride down ready
to eat me alive, Those bullies and toughs
fall flat on their faces.



PSALMS 27 47
3When besieged, I'm calm as a baby.
When all hell breaks loose, I'm collected
and cool.
4 I'm asking GOD for one thing, only
one thing: To live with him in his house
my whole life long. I'll contemplate his
beauty; I'll study at his feet.
5 That's the only quiet, secure place in
a noisy world, The perfect getaway, far
from the buzz of traffic.
6God holds me head and shoulders
above all who try to pull me down. I'm
headed for his place to offer anthems
that will raise the roof! Already I'm
singing God-songs; I'm making music to
GOD.
7 Listen, GOD, I'm calling at the top of
my lungs: "Be good to me! Answer me!"
8When my heart whispered, "Seek
God," my whole being replied, "I'm
seeking him!"
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9Don't hide from me now! You've
always been right there for me; don't
turn your back on me now. Don't throw
me out, don't abandon me; you've
always kept the door open.
10My father and mother walked out
and le me, but GOD took me in.
11 Point me down your highway, GOD;
direct me along a well-lighted street;
show my enemies whose side you're on.
12Don't throw me to the dogs, those
liars who are out to get me, filling the air
with their threats.
13 I'm sure now I'll see God's goodness
in the exuberant earth.
14 Stay with GOD! Take heart. Don't
quit. I'll say it again: Stay with GOD.

28 1Don't turn a deaf ear when I call
you, GOD. If all I get from you is

deafening silence, I'd be be er off in the
Black Hole.
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2 I'm le ng you know what I need,
calling out for help And li ing my arms
toward your inner sanctum.
3Don't shove me into the same jail cell
with those crooks, With those who are
full- me employees of evil.
4 They talk a good line of "peace," then
moonlight for the Devil. Pay them back
for what they've done, for how bad
they've been. Pay them back for their
long hours in the Devil's workshop; Then
cap it with a huge bonus.
5 Because they have no idea how God
works or what he is up to, God will
smash them to smithereens and walk
away from the ruins.
6 Blessed be GOD--he heardme praying.
7He proved he's onmy side; I've thrown
my lot in with him. Now I'm jumping for
joy, and shou ng and singing my thanks
to him.
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8GOD is all strength for his people,
ample refuge for his chosen leader;
9 Save your people and bless your
heritage. Care for them; carry them like
a good shepherd.

29 1 Bravo, GOD, bravo! Gods and all
angels shout, "Encore!"

2 In awe before the glory, in awe before
God's visible power. Stand at a en on!
Dress your best to honor him!
3GOD thunders across the waters,
Brilliant, his voice and his face, streaming
brightness--GOD, across the flood
waters.
4GOD's thunder tympanic, GOD's
thunder symphonic.
5GOD's thunder smashes cedars, GOD
topples the northern cedars.
6 The mountain ranges skip like spring
colts, The high ridges jump like wild kid
goats.
7GOD's thunder spits fire.
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8GOD thunders, the wilderness quakes;
He makes the desert of Kadesh shake.
9GOD's thunder sets the oak trees
dancing A wild dance, whirling; the
pel ng rain strips their branches. We fall
to our knees--we call out, "Glory!"
10Above the floodwaters is GOD's
throne from which his power flows, from
which he rules the world.
11GOD makes his people strong. GOD
gives his people peace.

30 1 I give you all the credit, GOD--
you got me out of that mess, you

didn't let my foes gloat.
2GOD, my God, I yelled for help and
you put me together.
3GOD, you pulled me out of the grave,
gave me another chance at life when I
was down-and-out.
4All you saints! Sing your hearts out to
GOD! Thank him to his face!
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5He gets angry once in a while, but
across a life me there is only love. The
nights of crying your eyes out give way
to days of laughter.
6When things were going great I
crowed, "I've got it made.
7 I'm GOD's favorite. He made me king
of the mountain." Then you looked the
other way and I fell to pieces.
8 I called out to you, GOD; I laid my case
before you:
9 "Can you sell me for a profit when I'm
dead? auc on me off at a cemetery yard
sale? When I'm 'dust to dust' my songs
and stories of you won't sell.
10 So listen! and be kind! Help me out
of this!"
11 You did it: you changed wild lament
into whirling dance; You ripped off my
black mourning band and decked me
with wildflowers.
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12 I'm about to burst with song; I can't
keep quiet about you. GOD, my God, I
can't thank you enough.

31 1 I run to you, GOD; I run for dear
life. Don't let me down! Take me

seriously this me!
2Get down on my level and listen, and
please--no procras na on! Your granite
cave a hiding place, your high cliff aerie
a place of safety.
3 You're my cave to hide in, my cliff to
climb. Be my safe leader, be my true
mountain guide.
4 Free me from hidden traps; I want to
hide in you.
5 I've put my life in your hands. You
won't dropme, you'll never let me down.
6 I hate all this silly religion, but you,
GOD, I trust.
7 I'm leaping and singing in the circle
of your love; you saw my pain, you
disarmed my tormentors,
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8 You didn't leave me in their clutches
but gave me room to breathe.
9 Be kind to me, GOD--I'm in deep, deep
trouble again. I've cried my eyes out; I
feel hollow inside.
10My life leaks away, groan by groan;
my years fade out in sighs. My troubles
have worn me out, turned my bones to
powder.
11 To my enemies I'm a monster; I'm
ridiculed by the neighbors. My friends
are horrified; they cross the street to
avoid me.
12 They want to blot me from memory,
forget me like a corpse in a grave, discard
me like a broken dish in the trash.
13 The street-talk gossip has me
"criminally insane"! Behind locked doors
they plot how to ruin me for good.
14Desperate, I throw myself on you:
[you] are my God!
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15Hour by hour I place my days in your
hand, safe from the hands out to get me.
16Warmme, your servant, with a smile;
save me because you love me.
17Don't embarrass me by not showing
up; I've given you plenty of no ce.
Embarrass the wicked, stand them up,
leave them stupidly shaking their heads
as they dri down to hell.
18Gag those loudmouthed liars who
heckle me, your follower, with jeers and
catcalls.
19What a stack of blessing you have
piled up for those who worship you,
Ready and wai ng for all who run to you
to escape an unkind world.
20 You hide them safely away from the
opposi on. As you slam the door on
those oily, mocking faces, you silence
the poisonous gossip.
21 Blessed GOD! His love is the wonder
of the world. Trapped by a siege,
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22 I panicked. "Out of sight, out of
mind," I said. But you heard me say it,
you heard and listened.
23 Love GOD, all you saints; GOD takes
care of all who stay close to him, But he
pays back in full those arrogant enough
to go it alone.
24 Be brave. Be strong. Don't give up.
Expect GOD to get here soon.

32 1 Count yourself lucky, how happy
you must be--you get a fresh

start, your slate's wiped clean.
2 Count yourself lucky--GOD holds
nothing against you and you're holding
nothing back from him.
3When I kept it all inside, my bones
turned to powder, my words became
daylong groans.
4 The pressure never let up; all the
juices of my life dried up.
5 Then I let it all out; I said, "I'll make
a clean breast of my failures to GOD."
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Suddenly the pressure was gone--my
guilt dissolved, my sin disappeared.
6 These things add up. Every one of us
needs to pray; when all hell breaks loose
and the dam bursts we'll be on high
ground, untouched.
7GOD's my island hideaway, keeps
danger far from the shore, throws
garlands of hosannas around my neck.
8 Let me give you some good advice;
I'm looking you in the eye and giving it
to you straight:
9 "Don't be ornery like a horse or mule
that needs bit and bridle to stay on
track."
10God-defiers are always in trouble;
GOD-affirmers find themselves loved
every me they turn around.
11 Celebrate GOD. Sing together--
everyone! All you honest hearts, raise
the roof!
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33 1Good people, cheer GOD!
Right-living people sound best

when praising.
2Use guitars to reinforce your
Hallelujahs! Play his praise on a grand
piano!
3 Invent your own new song to him;
give him a trumpet fanfare.
4 For GOD's Word is solid to the core;
everything he makes is sound inside and
out.
5He loves it when everything fits,
when his world is in plumb-line true.
Earth is drenched in GOD's affec onate
sa sfac on.
6 The skies were made by GOD's
command; he breathed the word and
the stars popped out.
7He scooped Sea into his jug, put
Ocean in his keg.
8 Earth-creatures, bow before GOD;
world-dwellers--down on your knees!
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9Here's why: he spoke and there it was,
in place the moment he said so.
10GOD takes the wind out of Babel
pretense, he shoots down the world's
power-schemes.
11GOD's plan for the world stands up,
all his designs are made to last.
12 Blessed is the country with GOD for
God; blessed are the people he's put in
his will.
13 From high in the skies GOD looks
around, he sees all Adam's brood.
14 From where he sits he overlooks all
us earth-dwellers.
15He has shaped each person in turn;
now he watches everything we do.
16No king succeeds with a big army
alone, no warrior wins by brute strength.
17Horsepower is not the answer; no
one gets by on muscle alone.
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18Watch this: God's eye is on those
who respect him, the ones who are
looking for his love.
19He's ready to come to their rescue in
bad mes; in lean mes he keeps body
and soul together.
20We're depending on GOD; he's
everything we need.
21What's more, our hearts brim with
joy since we've taken for our own his
holy name.
22 Love us, GOD, with all you've
got--that's what we're depending on.

34 1 I bless GOD every chance I get;
my lungs expand with his praise.

2 I live and breathe GOD; if things aren't
going well, hear this and be happy:
3 Join me in spreading the news;
together let's get the word out.
4GOD met me more than halfway, he
freed me from my anxious fears.
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5 Look at him; give him your warmest
smile. Never hide your feelings from
him.
6When I was desperate, I called out,
and GOD got me out of a ght spot.
7GOD's angel sets up a circle of
protec on around us while we pray.
8Open your mouth and taste, open
your eyes and see-- how good GOD is.
Blessed are you who run to him.
9Worship GOD if you want the best;
worship opens doors to all his goodness.
10 Young lions on the prowl get hungry,
but GOD-seekers are full of God.
11 Come, children, listen closely; I'll give
you a lesson in GOD worship.
12Who out there has a lust for life?
Can't wait each day to come upon
beauty?
13Guard your tongue from profanity,
and no more lying through your teeth.
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14 Turn your back on sin; do something
good. Embrace peace--don't let it get
away!
15GOD keeps an eye on his friends, his
ears pick up every moan and groan.
16GOD won't put up with rebels; he'll
cull them from the pack.
17 Is anyone crying for help? GOD is
listening, ready to rescue you.
18 If your heart is broken, you'll find
GOD right there; if you're kicked in the
gut, he'll help you catch your breath.
19Disciples so o en get into trouble;
s ll, GOD is there every me.
20He's your bodyguard, shielding every
bone; not even a finger gets broken.
21 The wicked commit slow suicide;
they waste their lives ha ng the good.
22GOD pays for each slave's freedom;
no one who runs to him loses out.

35 1Harass these hecklers, GOD,
punch these bullies in the nose.
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2Grab a weapon, anything at hand;
stand up for me!
3Get ready to throw the spear, aim the
javelin, at the people who are out to get
me. Reassure me; let me hear you say,
"I'll save you."
4When those thugs try to knife me
in the back, make them look foolish.
Frustrate all those who are plo ng my
downfall.
5Make them like cinders in a high wind,
with GOD's angel working the bellows.
6Make their road lightless and
mud-slick, with GOD's angel on their
tails.
7Out of sheer cussedness they set a
trap to catch me; for no good reason
they dug a ditch to stop me.
8 Surprise them with your ambush--
catch them in the very trap they set, the
disaster they planned for me.
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9 But let me run loose and free,
celebra ng GOD's great work,
10 Every bone in my body laughing,
singing, "GOD, there's no one like you.
You put the down-and-out on their
feet and protect the unprotected from
bullies!"
11Hos le accusers appear out of
nowhere, they stand up and badger me.
12 They pay me back misery for mercy,
leaving my soul empty.
13When they were sick, I dressed in
black; instead of ea ng, I prayed.
14My prayers were like lead in my gut,
like I'd lost my best friend, my brother. I
paced, distraught as a motherless child,
hunched and heavyhearted.
15 But when I was down they threw a
party! All the nameless riffraff of the
town came chan ng insults about me.
16 Like barbarians desecra ng a shrine,
they destroyed my reputa on.
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17GOD, how long are you going to stand
there doing nothing? Save me from their
brutali es; everything I've got is being
thrown to the lions.
18 I will give you full credit when
everyone gathers for worship; When the
people turn out in force I will say my
Hallelujahs.
19Don't let these liars, my enemies,
have a party at my expense, Those who
hate me for no reason, winking and
rolling their eyes.
20No good is going to come from that
crowd; They spend all their me cooking
up gossip against those who mind their
own business.
21 They open their mouths in ugly grins,
Mocking, "Ha-ha, ha-ha, thought you'd
get away with it? We've caught you
hands down!"
22Don't you see what they're doing,
GOD? You're not going to let them Get
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by with it, are you? Not going to walk off
without [doing] something, are you?
23 Please get up--wake up! Tend to my
case. My God, my Lord--my life is on the
line.
24Do what you think is right, GOD, my
God, but don't make me pay for their
good me.
25Don't let them say to themselves,
"Ha-ha, we got what we wanted." Don't
let them say, "We've chewed him up and
spit him out."
26 Let those who are being hilarious at
my expense Be made to look ridiculous.
Make them wear donkey's ears; Pin
them with the donkey's tail, who made
themselves so high and mighty!
27 But those who want the best for
me, Let them have the last word--a
glad shout!--and say, over and over and
over, "GOD is great--everything works
together for good for his servant."
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28 I'll tell the world how great and good
you are, I'll shout Hallelujah all day,
every day.

36 1 The God-rebel tunes in to
sedi on--all ears, eager to sin. He

has no regard for God, he stands insolent
before him.
2He has smooth-talked himself into
believing That his evil will never be
no ced.
3Words gu er from his mouth,
dishwater dirty. Can't remember when
he did anything decent.
4 Every me he goes to bed, he fathers
another evil plot. When he's loose on
the streets, nobody's safe. He plays with
fire and doesn't care who gets burned.
5God's love is meteoric, his loyalty
astronomic,
6His purpose tanic, his verdicts
oceanic. Yet in his largeness nothing
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gets lost; Not a man, not a mouse, slips
through the cracks.
7How exquisite your love, O God! How
eager we are to run under your wings,
8 To eat our fill at the banquet you
spread as you fill our tankards with Eden
spring water.
9 You're a fountain of cascading light,
and you open our eyes to light.
10 Keep on loving your friends; do your
work in welcoming hearts.
11Don't let the bullies kick me around,
the moral midgets slap me down.
12 Send the upstarts sprawling flat on
their faces in the mud.

37 1Don't bother your head with
braggarts or wish you could

succeed like the wicked.
2 In no me they'll shrivel like grass
clippings and wilt like cut flowers in the
sun.
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3Get insurance with GOD and do a
good deed, se le down and s ck to your
last.
4 Keep company with GOD, get in on
the best.
5Open up before GOD, keep nothing
back; he'll do whatever needs to be
done:
6He'll validate your life in the clear light
of day and stamp you with approval at
high noon.
7Quiet down before GOD, be prayerful
before him. Don't bother with those
who climb the ladder, who elbow their
way to the top.
8 Bridle your anger, trash your wrath,
cool your pipes--it only makes things
worse.
9 Before long the crooks will be
bankrupt; GOD-investors will soon own
the store.
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10 Before you know it, the wicked will
have had it; you'll stare at his once
famous place and--nothing!
11Down-to-earth people will move in
and take over, relishing a huge bonanza.
12 Bad guys have it in for the good guys,
obsessed with doing them in.
13 But GOD isn't losing any sleep; to him
they're a joke with no punch line.
14 Bullies brandish their swords, pull
back on their bows with a flourish.
They're out to beat up on the harmless,
or mug that nice man out walking his
dog.
15A banana peel lands them flat on
their faces--slaps ck figures in a moral
circus.
16 Less is more and more is less. One
righteous will outclass fi y wicked,
17 For the wicked are moral weaklings
but the righteous are GOD-strong.
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18GOD keeps track of the decent folk;
what they do won't soon be forgo en.
19 In hard mes, they'll hold their heads
high; when the shelves are bare, they'll
be full.
20God-despisers have had it; GOD's
enemies are finished--Stripped bare like
vineyards at harvest me, vanished like
smoke in thin air.
21Wicked borrows and never returns;
Righteous gives and gives.
22Generous gets it all in the end; S ngy
is cut off at the pass.
23 Stalwart walks in step with GOD; his
path blazed by GOD, he's happy.
24 If he stumbles, he's not down for
long; GOD has a grip on his hand.
25 I once was young, now I'm a
graybeard--not once have I seen an
abandoned believer, or his kids out
roaming the streets.
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26 Every day he's out giving and lending,
his children making him proud.
27 Turn your back on evil, work for the
good and don't quit.
28GOD loves this kind of thing, never
turns away from his friends. Live this way
and you've got it made, but bad eggs will
be tossed out.
29 The good get planted on good land
and put down healthy roots.
30 Righteous chews on wisdom like a
dog on a bone, rolls virtue around on his
tongue.
31His heart pumps God's Word like
blood through his veins; his feet are as
sure as a cat's.
32Wicked sets a watch for Righteous,
he's out for the kill.
33GOD, alert, is also on watch--Wicked
won't hurt a hair of his head.
34Wait passionately for GOD, don't
leave the path. He'll give you your place
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in the sun while you watch the wicked
lose it.
35 I saw Wicked bloated like a toad,
croaking preten ous nonsense.
36 The next me I looked there was
nothing--a punctured bladder, vapid and
limp.
37 Keep your eye on the healthy soul,
scru nize the straight life; There's a
future in strenuous wholeness.
38 But the willful will soon be discarded;
insolent souls are on a dead-end street.
39 The spacious, free life is from GOD,
it's also protected and safe.
40GOD-strengthened, we're delivered
from evil--when we run to him, he saves
us.

38 1 Take a deep breath, GOD; calm
down--don't be so hasty with

your punishing rod.



PSALMS 38 74
2 Your sharp-pointed arrows of rebuke
draw blood; my backside smarts from
your caning.
3 I've lost twenty pounds in two months
because of your accusa on. My bones
are bri le as dry s cks because of my
sin.
4 I'm swamped by my bad behavior,
collapsed under gunnysacks of guilt.
5 The cuts in my flesh s nk and grow
maggots because I've lived so badly.
6And now I'm flat on my face feeling
sorry for myself morning to night.
7All my insides are on fire, my body is a
wreck.
8 I'm on my last legs; I've had it--my life
is a vomit of groans.
9 Lord, my longings are si ng in plain
sight, my groans an old story to you.
10My heart's about to break; I'm a
burned-out case. Cataracts blind me to
God and good;
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11 old friends avoid me like the plague.
My cousins never visit, my neighbors
stab me in the back.
12My compe tors blacken my name,
devoutly they pray for my ruin.
13 But I'm deaf and mute to it all, ears
shut, mouth shut.
14 I don't hear a word they say, don't
speak a word in response.
15What I do, GOD, is wait for you, wait
for my Lord, my God--you [will] answer!
16 I wait and pray so they won't laugh
me off, won't smugly strut off when I
stumble.
17 I'm on the edge of losing it--the pain
in my gut keeps burning.
18 I'm ready to tell my story of failure,
I'm no longer smug in my sin.
19My enemies are alive and in ac on, a
lynch mob a er my neck.
20 I give out good and get back evil from
God-haters who can't stand a God-lover.
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21Don't dump me, GOD; my God, don't
stand me up.
22Hurry and help me; I want some
wide-open space in my life!

39 1 I'm determined to watch steps
and tongue so they won't landme

in trouble. I decided to hold my tongue
as long as Wicked is in the room.
2 "Mum's the word," I said, and kept
quiet. But the longer I kept silence The
worse it got--
3my insides got ho er and ho er. My
thoughts boiled over; I spilled my guts.
4 "Tell me, what's going on, GOD? How
long do I have to live? Give me the bad
news!
5 You've keptme on pre y short ra ons;
my life is string too short to be saved.
6Oh! we're all puffs of air. Oh! we're all
shadows in a campfire. Oh! we're just
spit in the wind. We make our pile, and
then we leave it.
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7 "What am I doing in the mean me,
Lord? [Hoping], that's what I'm
doing--hoping
8 You'll save me from a rebel life, save
me from the contempt of dunces.
9 I'll say no more, I'll shut my mouth,
since you, Lord, are behind all this.
10 But I can't take it much longer. When
you put us through the fire
11 to purge us from our sin, our dearest
idols go up in smoke. Are we also nothing
but smoke?
12 "Ah, GOD, listen to my prayer, my
cry--open your ears. Don't be callous;
just look at these tears of mine. I'm a
stranger here. I don't know my way--a
migrant like my whole family.
13Give me a break, cut me some slack
before it's too late and I'm out of here."

40 1 I waited and waited and waited
for GOD. At last he looked; finally

he listened.
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2He li ed me out of the ditch, pulled
me from deep mud. He stood me up on
a solid rock to make sure I wouldn't slip.
3He taught me how to sing the latest
God-song, a praise-song to our God.
More and more people are seeing this:
they enter the mystery, abandoning
themselves to GOD.
4 Blessed are you who give yourselves
over to GOD, turn your backs on the
world's "sure thing," ignore what the
world worships;
5 The world's a huge stockpile of GOD-
wonders and God-thoughts. Nothing
and no one comes close to you! I start
talking about you, telling what I know,
and quickly run out of words. Neither
numbers nor words account for you.
6Doing something for you, bringing
something to you--that's not what
you're a er. Being religious, ac ng
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pious--that's not what you're asking for.
You've opened my ears so I can listen.
7 So I answered, "I'm coming. I read in
your le er what you wrote about me,
8And I'm coming to the party you're
throwing for me." That's when God's
Word entered my life, became part of
my very being.
9 I've preached you to the whole
congrega on, I've kept back nothing,
GOD--you know that.
10 I didn't keep the news of your ways
a secret, didn't keep it to myself. I told
it all, how dependable you are, how
thorough. I didn't hold back pieces of
love and truth For myself alone. I told it
all, let the congrega on know the whole
story.
11Now GOD, don't hold out on me,
don't hold back your passion. Your love
and truth are all that keeps me together.
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12When troubles ganged up on me,
a mob of sins past coun ng, I was so
swamped by guilt I couldn't see my way
clear. More guilt in my heart than hair
on my head, so heavy the guilt that my
heart gave out.
13 So en up, GOD, and intervene; hurry
and get me some help,
14 So those who are trying to kidnap
my soul will be embarrassed and lose
face, So anyone who gets a kick out of
making me miserable will be heckled
and disgraced,
15 So those who pray for my ruin will be
booed and jeered without mercy.
16 But all who are hun ng for you--oh,
let them sing and be happy. Let those
who know what you're all about tell the
world you're great and not qui ng.
17And me? I'm a mess. I'm nothing
and have nothing: make something of
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me. You can do it; you've got what it
takes--but God, don't put it off.

41 1Dignify those who are down
on their luck; you'll feel

good--[that's] what GOD does.
2GOD looks a er us all, makes us
robust with life--Lucky to be in the land,
we're free from enemy worries.
3Whenever we're sick and in bed, GOD
becomes our nurse, nurses us back to
health.
4 I said, "GOD, be gracious! Put me
together again--my sins have torn me to
pieces."
5My enemies are wishing the worst for
me; they make bets on what day I will
die.
6 If someone comes to see me, he
mouths empty pla tudes, All the while
gathering gossip about me to entertain
the street-corner crowd.
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7 These "friends" who hate me whisper
slanders all over town. They form
commi ees to plan misery for me.
8 The rumor goes out, "He's got some
dirty, deadly disease. The doctors have
given up on him."
9 Even my best friend, the one I always
told everything--he ate meals at my
house all the me!--has bi en my hand.
10GOD, give grace, get me up on my
feet. I'll show them a thing or two.
11Meanwhile, I'm sure you're on my
side--no victory shouts yet from the
enemy camp!
12 You know me inside and out, you
hold me together, you never fail to stand
me tall in your presence so I can look
you in the eye.
13 Blessed is GOD, Israel's God, always,
always, always. Yes. Yes. Yes.
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42 1A white-tailed deer drinks from
the creek; I want to drink God,

deep draughts of God.
2 I'm thirsty for God-alive. I wonder,
"Will I ever make it--arrive and drink in
God's presence?"
3 I'm on a diet of tears--tears for
breakfast, tears for supper. All day long
people knock at my door, Pestering,
"Where is this God of yours?"
4 These are the things I go over and
over, emptying out the pockets of my
life. I was always at the head of the
worshiping crowd, right out in front,
Leading them all, eager to arrive and
worship, Shou ng praises, singing
thanksgiving--celebra ng, all of us,
God's feast!
5Why are you down in the dumps, dear
soul? Why are you crying the blues? Fix
my eyes on God--soon I'll be praising
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again. He puts a smile on my face. He's
my God.
6When my soul is in the dumps, I
rehearse everything I know of you,
From Jordan depths to Hermon heights,
including Mount Mizar.
7 Chaos calls to chaos, to the tune of
whitewater rapids. Your breaking surf,
your thundering breakers crash and
crush me.
8 Then GOD promises to love me all day,
sing songs all through the night! My life
is God's prayer.
9 Some mes I ask God, my rock-solid
God, "Why did you let me down? Why
am I walking around in tears, harassed
by enemies?"
10 They're out for the kill, these
tormentors with their obsceni es,
Taun ng day a er day, "Where is this
God of yours?"
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11Why are you down in the dumps,
dear soul? Why are you crying the blues?
Fix my eyes on God--soon I'll be praising
again. He puts a smile on my face. He's
my God.

43 1 Clear my name, God; s ck up
for me against these loveless,

immoral people. Get me out of here,
away from these lying degenerates.
2 I counted on you, God. Why did you
walk out on me? Why am I pacing the
floor, wringing my hands over these
outrageous people?
3Give me your lantern and compass,
give me a map, So I can find my way to
the sacred mountain, to the place of
your presence,
4 To enter the place of worship, meet
my exuberant God, Sing my thanks with
a harp, magnificent God, my God.
5Why are you down in the dumps, dear
soul? Why are you crying the blues? Fix
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my eyes on God--soon I'll be praising
again. He puts a smile on my face. He's
my God.

44 1We've been hearing about this,
God, all our lives. Our fathers told

us the stories their fathers told them,
2How single-handedly you weeded out
the godless from the fields and planted
us, How you sent those people packing
but gave us a fresh start.
3We didn't fight for this land; we didn't
work for it--it was a gi ! You gave it,
smiling as you gave it, deligh ng as you
gave it.
4 You're my King, O God--command
victories for Jacob!
5With your help we'll wipe out our
enemies, in your name we'll stomp them
to dust.
6 I don't trust in weapons; my sword
won't save me--
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7 But it's you, you who saved us from
the enemy; you made those who hate us
lose face.
8All day we parade God's praise--we
thank you by name over and over.
9 But now you've walked off and le us,
you've disgraced us and won't fight for
us.
10 You made us turn tail and run; those
who hate us have cleaned us out.
11 You delivered us as sheep to the
butcher, you sca ered us to the four
winds.
12 You sold your people at a discount--
you made nothing on the sale.
13 You made people on the street,
urchins, poke fun and call us names.
14 You made us a joke among the
godless, a cheap joke among the rabble.
15 Every day I'm up against it, my nose
rubbed in my shame--
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16Gossip and ridicule fill the air, people
out to get me crowd the street.
17All this came down on us, and we've
done nothing to deserve it. We never
betrayed your Covenant:
18 our hearts were never false, our feet
never le your path.
19Do we deserve torture in a den of
jackals? or lockup in a black hole?
20 If we had forgo en to pray to our
God or made fools of ourselves with
store-bought gods,
21Wouldn't God have figured this out?
We can't hide things from him.
22No, you decided to make us martyrs,
lambs assigned for sacrifice each day.
23Get up, GOD! Are you going to sleep
all day? Wake up! Don't you care what
happens to us?
24Why do you bury your face in the
pillow? Why pretend things are just fine
with us?
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25And here we are--flat on our faces in
the dirt, held down with a boot on our
necks.
26Get up and come to our rescue. If
you love us so much, [Help us]!

45 1My heart bursts its banks,
spilling beauty and goodness. I

pour it out in a poem to the king, shaping
the river into words:
2 "You're the handsomest of men; every
word from your lips is sheer grace, and
God has blessed you, blessed you so
much.
3 Strap your sword to your side, warrior!
Accept praise! Accept due honor! Ride
majes cally! Ride triumphantly!
4 Ride on the side of truth! Ride for the
righteous meek! "Your instruc ons are
glow-in-the-dark;
5 you shoot sharp arrows Into enemy
hearts; the king's foes lie down in the
dust, beaten.
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6 "Your throne is God's throne, ever and
always; The scepter of your royal rule
measures right living.
7 You love the right and hate the wrong.
And that is why God, your very own
God, poured fragrant oil on your head,
Marking you out as king from among
your dear companions.
8 "Your ozone-drenched garments are
fragrant with mountain breeze. Chamber
music--from the throne room--makes
you want to dance.
9 Kings' daughters are maids in your
court, the Bride gli ering with golden
jewelry.
10 "Now listen, daughter, don't miss
a word: forget your country, put your
home behind you.
11 Be [here]--the king is wild for you.
Since he's your lord, adore him.
12Wedding gi s pour in from Tyre; rich
guests shower you with presents."
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13 (Her wedding dress is dazzling, lined
with gold by the weavers;
14All her dresses and robes are woven
with gold. She is led to the king, followed
by her virgin companions.
15A procession of joy and laughter! a
grand entrance to the king's palace!)
16 "Set your mind now on sons--don't
dote on father and grandfather. You'll
set your sons up as princes all over the
earth.
17 I'll make you famous for genera ons;
you'll be the talk of the town for a long,
long me."

46 1God is a safe place to hide, ready
to help when we need him.

2We stand fearless at the cliff-edge
of doom, courageous in seastorm and
earthquake,
3 Before the rush and roar of oceans,
the tremors that shi mountains.



PSALMS 46 92
Jacob-wrestling God fights for us, GOD
of angel armies protects us.
4 River fountains splash joy, cooling
God's city, this sacred haunt of the Most
High.
5God lives here, the streets are safe,
God at your service from crack of dawn.
6Godless na ons rant and rave, kings
and kingdoms threaten, but Earth does
anything he says.
7 Jacob-wrestling God fights for us, GOD
of angel armies protects us.
8A en on, all! See the marvels of
GOD! He plants flowers and trees all
over the earth,
9 Bans war from pole to pole, breaks all
the weapons across his knee.
10 "Step out of the traffic! Take a long,
loving look at me, your High God, above
poli cs, above everything."
11 Jacob-wrestling God fights for us,
GOD of angel armies protects us.
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47 1Applause, everyone. Bravo,
bravissimo! Shout God-songs at

the top of your lungs!
2GOD Most High is stunning, astride
land and ocean.
3He crushes hos le people, puts
na ons at our feet.
4He set us at the head of the line,
prize-winning Jacob, his favorite.
5 Loud cheers as God climbs the
mountain, a ram's horn blast at the
summit.
6 Sing songs to God, sing out! Sing to
our King, sing praise!
7He's Lord over earth, so sing your best
songs to God.
8God is Lord of godless na ons--
sovereign, he's King of the mountain.
9 Princes from all over are gathered,
people of Abraham's God. The powers of
earth are God's--he soars over all.
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48 1GOD majes c, praise abounds
in our God-city! His sacred

mountain,
2 breathtaking in its heights--earth's joy.
Zion Mountain looms in the North, city
of the world-King.
3God in his citadel peaks impregnable.
4 The kings got together, they united
and came.
5 They took one look and shook their
heads, they sca ered and ran away.
6 They doubled up in pain like a woman
having a baby.
7 You smashed the ships of Tarshish
with a storm out of the East.
8We heard about it, then we saw it
with our eyes--In GOD's city of angel
armies, in the city our God Set on firm
founda ons, firm forever.
9We pondered your love-in-ac on,
God, wai ng in your temple:
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10 Your name, God, evokes a train of
Hallelujahs wherever It is spoken, near
and far; your arms are heaped with
goodness-in-ac on.
11 Be glad, Zion Mountain; Dance,
Judah's daughters! He does what he said
he'd do!
12 Circle Zion, take her measure, count
her fortress peaks,
13Gaze long at her sloping bulwark,
climb her citadel heights--Then you can
tell the next genera on detail by detail
the story of God,
14Our God forever, who guides us ll
the end of me.

49 1 Listen, everyone, listen--
earth-dwellers, don't miss

this.
2All you haves and have-nots, All
together now: listen.
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3 I set plainspoken wisdom before you,
my heart-seasoned understandings of
life.
4 I fine-tuned my ear to the sayings of
the wise, I solve life's riddle with the
help of a harp.
5 So why should I fear in bad mes,
hemmed in by enemy malice,
6 Shoved around by bullies, demeaned
by the arrogant rich?
7 Really! There's no such thing as
self-rescue, pulling yourself up by your
bootstraps.
8 The cost of rescue is beyond our
means, and even then it doesn't
guarantee
9 Life forever, or insurance against the
Black Hole.
10Anyone can see that the brightest
and best die, wiped out right along with
fools and dunces.
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11 They leave all their prowess behind,
move into their new home, The Coffin,
The cemetery their permanent address.
And to think they named coun es a er
themselves!
12We aren't immortal. We don't last
long. Like our dogs, we age and weaken.
And die.
13 This is what happens to those who
live for the moment, who only look out
for themselves:
14Death herds them like sheep straight
to hell; they disappear down the gullet
of the grave; They waste away to
nothing--nothing le but a marker in a
cemetery.
15 But me? God snatches me from the
clutch of death, he reaches down and
grabs me.
16 So don't be impressed with those
who get rich and pile up fame and
fortune.
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17 They can't take it with them; fame
and fortune all get le behind.
18 Just when they think they've arrived
and folks praise them because they've
made good,
19 They enter the family burial plot
where they'll never see sunshine again.
20We aren't immortal. We don't last
long. Like our dogs, we age and weaken.
And die.

50 1 The God of gods--it's GOD!-
-speaks out, shouts, "Earth!"

welcomes the sun in the east, farewells
the disappearing sun in the west.
2 From the dazzle of Zion, God blazes
into view.
3Our God makes his entrance, he's not
shy in his coming. Starbursts of fireworks
precede him.
4He summons heaven and earth as a
jury, he's taking his people to court:
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5 "Round up my saints who swore on
the Bible their loyalty to me."
6 The whole cosmos a ests to the
fairness of this court, that here [God] is
judge.
7 "Are you listening, dear people? I'm
ge ng ready to speak; Israel, I'm about
ready to bring you to trial. This is God,
your God, speaking to you.
8 I don't find fault with your acts of
worship, the frequent burnt sacrifices
you offer.
9 But why should I want your blue-
ribbon bull, or more and more goats
from your herds?
10 Every creature in the forest is mine,
the wild animals on all the mountains.
11 I know every mountain bird by
name; the scampering field mice are my
friends.
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12 If I get hungry, do you think I'd tell
you? All crea on and its bounty are
mine.
13Do you think I feast on venison? or
drink draughts of goats' blood?
14 Spread for me a banquet of praise,
serve High God a feast of kept promises,
15And call for help when you're in
trouble--I'll help you, and you'll honor
me."
16Next, God calls up the wicked: "What
are you up to, quo ng my laws, talking
like we are good friends?
17 You never answer the door when I
call; you treat my words like garbage.
18 If you find a thief, you make him your
buddy; adulterers are your friends of
choice.
19 Your mouth drools filth; lying is a
serious art form with you.
20 You stab your own brother in the
back, rip off your li le sister.
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21 I kept a quiet pa ence while you did
these things; you thought I went along
with your game. I'm calling you on the
carpet, [now], laying your wickedness
out in plain sight.
22 "Time's up for playing fast and loose
with me. I'm ready to pass sentence, and
there's no help in sight!
23 It's the praising life that honors me.
As soon as you set your foot on the Way,
I'll show you my salva on."

51 1Generous in love--God, give
grace! Huge in mercy--wipe out

my bad record.
2 Scrub away my guilt, soak out my sins
in your laundry.
3 I know how bad I've been; my sins are
staring me down.
4 You're the One I've violated, and
you've seen it all, seen the full extent
of my evil. You have all the facts before
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you; whatever you decide about me is
fair.
5 I've been out of step with you for a
long me, in the wrong since before I
was born.
6What you're a er is truth from the
inside out. Enter me, then; conceive a
new, true life.
7 Soak me in your laundry and I'll come
out clean, scrub me and I'll have a
snow-white life.
8 Tune me in to foot-tapping songs, set
these once-broken bones to dancing.
9Don't look too close for blemishes,
give me a clean bill of health.
10God, make a fresh start in me, shape
a Genesis week from the chaos of my
life.
11Don't throw me out with the trash,
or fail to breathe holiness in me.
12 Bring me back from gray exile, put a
fresh wind in my sails!
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13Give me a job teaching rebels your
ways so the lost can find their way home.
14 Commute my death sentence, God,
my salva on God, and I'll sing anthems
to your life-giving ways.
15Unbu on my lips, dear God; I'll let
loose with your praise.
16Going through the mo ons doesn't
please you, a flawless performance is
nothing to you.
17 I learned God-worship when my
pride was sha ered. Heart-sha ered
lives ready for love don't for a moment
escape God's no ce.
18Make Zion the place you delight in,
repair Jerusalem's broken-down walls.
19 Then you'll get real worship from us,
acts of worship small and large, Including
all the bulls they can heave onto your
altar!
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52 1Why do you brag of evil, "Big
Man"? God's mercy carries the

day.
2 You scheme catastrophe; your tongue
cuts razor-sharp, ar san in lies.
3 You love evil more than good, you call
black white.
4 You love malicious gossip, you
foul-mouth.
5God will tear you limb from limb,
sweep you up and throw you out, Pull
you up by the roots from the land of life.
6Good people will watch and worship.
They'll laugh in relief:
7 "Big Man bet on the wrong horse,
trusted in big money, made his living
from catastrophe."
8And I'm an olive tree, growing green
in God's house. I trusted in the generous
mercy of God then and now.
9 I thank you always that you went into
ac on. And I'll stay right here, your good
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name my hope, in company with your
faithful friends.

53 1 Bilious and bloated, they
gas, "God is gone." It's poison

gas--they foul themselves, they poison
Rivers and skies; thistles are their cash
crop.
2God s cks his head out of heaven.
He looks around. He's looking for
someone not stupid--one man, even,
God-expectant, just one God-ready
woman.
3He comes up empty. A string of zeros.
Useless, unshepherded Sheep, taking
turns pretending to be Shepherd. The
ninety and nine follow the one.
4Don't they know anything, all these
impostors? Don't they know they can't
get away with this, Trea ng people like
a fast-food meal over which they're too
busy to pray?
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5Night is coming for them, and
nightmare--a nightmare they'll never
wake up from. God will make hash of
these squa ers, send them packing for
good.
6 Is there anyone around to save Israel?
God turns life around. Turned-around
Jacob skips rope, turned-around Israel
sings laughter.

54 1God, for your sake, help me!
Use your influence to clear me.

2 Listen, God--I'm desperate. Don't be
too busy to hear me.
3Outlaws are out to get me, hit men
are trying to kill me. Nothing will stop
them; God means nothing to them.
4Oh, look! God's right here helping!
GOD's on my side,
5 Evil is looping back on my enemies.
Don't let up! Finish them off!
6 I'm ready now to worship, so ready. I
thank you, GOD--you're so good.
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7 You got me out of every scrape, and I
saw my enemies get it.

55 1Open your ears, God, to my
prayer; don't pretend you don't

hear me knocking.
2 Come close and whisper your answer.
I really need you. I shudder
3 at the mean voice, quail before
the evil eye, As they pile on the guilt,
stockpile angry slander.
4My insides are turned inside out;
specters of death have me down.
5 I shake with fear, I shudder from head
to foot.
6 "Who will give me wings," I ask--
"wings like a dove?" Get me out of here
on dove wings;
7 I want some peace and quiet. I want a
walk in the country,
8 I want a cabin in the woods. I'm
desperate for a change from rage and
stormy weather.
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9 Come down hard, Lord--slit their
tongues. I'm appalled how they've split
the city Into rival gangs prowling the
alleys
10Day and night spoiling for a fight,
trash piled in the streets,
11 Even shopkeepers gouging and
chea ng in broad daylight.
12 This isn't the neighborhood bully
mocking me--I could take that. This isn't
a foreign devil spi ng invec ve--I could
tune that out.
13 It's [you]! We grew up together!
[You]! My best friend!
14 Those long hours of leisure as we
walked arm in arm, God a third party to
our conversa on.
15Haul my betrayers off alive to hell--let
them experience the horror, let them
feel every desolate detail of a damned
life.
16 I call to God; GOD will help me.
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17At dusk, dawn, and noon I sigh deep
sighs--he hears, he rescues.
18My life is well and whole, secure
in the middle of danger Even while
thousands are lined up against me.
19God hears it all, and from his judge's
bench puts them in their place. But, set
in their ways, they won't change; they
pay him no mind.
20And this, my best friend, betrayed his
best friends; his life betrayed his word.
21All my life I've been charmed by his
speech, never dreaming he'd turn on
me. His words, which were music to my
ears, turned to daggers in my heart.
22 Pile your troubles on GOD's
shoulders--he'll carry your load, he'll
help you out. He'll never let good people
topple into ruin.
23 But you, God, will throw the others
into a muddy bog, Cut the lifespan of
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assassins and traitors in half. And I trust
in you.

56 1 Take my side, God--I'm ge ng
kicked around, stomped on every

day.
2Not a day goes by but somebody
beats me up; They make it their duty to
beat me up.
3When I get really afraid I come to you
in trust.
4 I'm proud to praise God; fearless now,
I trust in God. What can mere mortals
do?
5 They don't let up--they smear my
reputa on and huddle to plot my
collapse.
6 They gang up, sneak together through
the alleys To take me by surprise, wait
their chance to get me.
7 Pay them back in evil! Get angry, God!
Down with these people!
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8 You've kept track of my every toss and
turn through the sleepless nights, Each
tear entered in your ledger, each ache
wri en in your book.
9 If my enemies run away, turn tail
when I yell at them, Then I'll know that
God is on my side.
10 I'm proud to praise God, proud to
praise GOD.
11 Fearless now, I trust in God; what can
mere mortals do to me?
12God, you did everything you
promised, and I'm thanking you with all
my heart.
13 You pulled me from the brink of
death, my feet from the cliff-edge of
doom. Now I stroll at leisure with God in
the sunlit fields of life.

57 1 Be good to me, God--and now!
I've run to you for dear life. I'm

hiding out under your wings un l the
hurricane blows over.



PSALMS 57 112
2 I call out to High God, the God who
holds me together.
3He sends orders from heaven and
saves me, he humiliates those who kick
me around. God delivers generous love,
he makes good on his word.
4 I find myself in a pride of lions who
are wild for a taste of human flesh;
Their teeth are lances and arrows, their
tongues are sharp daggers.
5 Soar high in the skies, O God! Cover
the whole earth with your glory!
6 They booby trapped my path; I
thought I was dead and done for. They
dug a mantrap to catch me, and fell in
headlong themselves.
7 I'm ready, God, so ready, ready from
head to toe, Ready to sing, ready to raise
a tune:
8 "Wake up, soul! Wake up, harp! wake
up, lute! Wake up, you sleepyhead sun!"
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9 I'm thanking you, GOD, out loud in the
streets, singing your praises in town and
country.
10 The deeper your love, the higher
it goes; every cloud is a flag to your
faithfulness.
11 Soar high in the skies, O God! Cover
the whole earth with your glory!

58 1 Is this any way to run a country?
Is there an honest poli cian in

the house?
2 Behind the scenes you brew cauldrons
of evil, behind closed doors you make
deals with demons.
3 The wicked crawl from the wrong side
of the cradle; their first words out of the
womb are lies.
4 Poison, lethal ra lesnake poison,
drips from their forked tongues--
5Deaf to threats, deaf to charm,
decades of wax built up in their ears.
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6God, smash their teeth to bits, leave
them toothless gers.
7 Let their lives be buckets of water
spilled, all that's le , a damp stain in the
sand. Let them be trampled grass worn
smooth by the traffic.
8 Let them dissolve into snail slime,
be a miscarried fetus that never sees
sunlight.
9 Before what they cook up is half-done,
God, throw it out with the garbage!
10 The righteous will call up their friends
when they see the wicked get their
reward, Serve up their blood in goblets
as they toast one another,
11 Everyone cheering, "It's worth it to
play by the rules! God's handing out
trophies and tending the earth!"

59 1My God! Rescue me from my
enemies, defend me from these

mu neers.
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2 Rescue me from their dirty tricks, save
me from their hit men.
3Desperadoes have ganged up on me,
they're hiding in ambush for me. I did
nothing to deserve this, GOD,
4 crossed no one, wronged no one. All
the same, they're a er me, determined
to get me. Wake up and see for yourself!
5 You're GOD, God of angel armies,
Israel's God! Get on the job and take
care of these pagans, don't be so on
these hard cases.
6 They return when the sun goes down,
They howl like coyotes, ringing the city.
7 Then suddenly they're all at the gate,
Snarling invec ve, drawn daggers in
their teeth. They think they'll never get
caught.
8 But you, GOD, break out laughing; you
treat the godless na ons like jokes.
9 Strong God, I'm watching you do it, I
can always count on you.
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10God in dependable love shows up on
me, shows me my enemies in ruin.
11Don't make quick work of them,
GOD, lest my people forget. Bring them
down in slow mo on, take them apart
piece by piece.
12 Let all their mean-mouthed
arrogance catch up with them, Catch
them out and bring them down--every
mu ered curse--every barefaced lie.
13 Finish them off in fine style! Finish
them off for good! Then all the world
will see that God rules well in Jacob,
everywhere that God's in charge.
14 They return when the sun goes
down, They howl like coyotes, ringing
the city.
15 They scavenge for bones, And bite
the hand that feeds them.
16And me? I'm singing your prowess,
shou ng at cockcrow your largesse, For
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you've been a safe place for me, a good
place to hide.
17 Strong God, I'm watching you do
it, I can always count on you--God, my
dependable love.

60 1God! you walked off and le us,
kicked our defenses to bits And

stalked off angry. Come back. Oh please,
come back!
2 You shook earth to the founda ons,
ripped open huge crevasses. Heal the
breaks! Everything's coming apart at the
seams.
3 You made your people look doom in
the face, then gave us cheap wine to
drown our troubles.
4 Then you planted a flag to rally your
people, an unfurled flag to look to for
courage.
5Now do something quickly, answer
right now, so the one you love best is
saved.
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6 That's when God spoke in holy
splendor, "Burs ng with joy, I make a
present of Shechem, I hand out Succoth
Valley as a gi .
7Gilead's in my pocket, to say nothing
of Manasseh. Ephraim's my hard hat,
Judah my hammer;
8Moab's a scrub bucket, I mop the floor
with Moab, Spit on Edom, rain fireworks
all over Philis a."
9Who will take me to the thick of
the fight? Who'll show me the road to
Edom?
10 You aren't giving up on us, are you,
God? refusing to go out with our troops?
11Give us help for the hard task; human
help is worthless.
12 In God we'll do our very best; he'll
fla en the opposi on for good.

61 1God, listen to me shout, bend
an ear to my prayer.
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2When I'm far from anywhere, down
to my last gasp, I call out, "Guide me up
High Rock Mountain!"
3 You've always given me breathing
room, a place to get away from it all,
4A life me pass to your safe-house, an
open invita on as your guest.
5 You've always taken me seriously,
God, made me welcome among those
who know and love you.
6 Let the days of the king add up to
years and years of good rule.
7 Set his throne in the full light of God;
post Steady Love and Good Faith as
lookouts,
8And I'll be the poet who sings your
glory--and live what I sing every day.

62 1God, the one and only--I'll wait
as long as he says. Everything I

need comes from him, so why not?
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2He's solid rock under my feet,
breathing room for my soul, An
impregnable castle: I'm set for life.
3How long will you gang up on
me? How long will you run with the
bullies? There's nothing to you, any of
you--ro en floorboards, worm-eaten
ra ers,
4Anthills plo ng to bring down
mountains, far gone in make-believe.
You talk a good line, but every "blessing"
breathes a curse.
5God, the one and only--I'll wait as long
as he says. Everything I hope for comes
from him, so why not?
6He's solid rock under my feet,
breathing room for my soul, An
impregnable castle: I'm set for life.
7My help and glory are in God--granite-
strength and safe-harbor-God--
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8 So trust him absolutely, people; lay
your lives on the line for him. God is a
safe place to be.
9Man as such is smoke, woman as such,
a mirage. Put them together, they're
nothing; two mes nothing is nothing.
10And a windfall, if it comes--don't
make too much of it.
11God said this once and for all; how
many mes Have I heard it repeated?
"Strength comes Straight from God."
12 Love to you, Lord God! You pay a fair
wage for a good day's work!

63 1God--you're my God! I can't get
enough of you! I've worked up

such hunger and thirst for God, traveling
across dry and weary deserts.
2 So here I am in the place of worship,
eyes open, drinking in your strength and
glory.
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3 In your generous love I am really
living at last! My lips brim praises like
fountains.
4 I bless you every me I take a breath;
My arms wave like banners of praise to
you.
5 I eat my fill of prime rib and gravy; I
smack my lips. It's me to shout praises!
6 If I'm sleepless at midnight, I spend
the hours in grateful reflec on.
7 Because you've always stood up for
me, I'm free to run and play.
8 I hold on to you for dear life, and you
hold me steady as a post.
9 Those who are out to get me are
marked for doom, marked for death,
bound for hell.
10 They'll die violent deaths; jackals will
tear them limb from limb.
11 But the king is glad in God; his
true friends spread the joy, While
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small-minded gossips are gagged for
good.

64 1 Listen and help, O God. I'm
reduced to a whine And a

whimper, obsessed with feelings of
doomsday.
2Don't let them find me--the
conspirators out to get me,
3Using their tongues as weapons,
flinging poison words, poison- pped
arrow-words.
4 They shoot from ambush, shoot
without warning, not caring who they
hit.
5 They keep fit doing calisthenics of evil
purpose, They keep lists of the traps
they've secretly set. They say to each
other, "No one can catch us,
6 no one can detect our perfect crime."
The Detec ve detects the mystery in the
dark of the cellar heart.
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7 The God of the Arrow shoots! They
double up in pain,
8 Fall flat on their faces in full view of
the grinning crowd.
9 Everyone sees it. God's work is the
talk of the town.
10 Be glad, good people! Fly to GOD!
Good-hearted people, make praise your
habit.

65 1 Silence is praise to you,
Zion-dwelling God, And also

obedience.
2 You hear the prayer in it all. We all
arrive at your doorstep sooner or later,
loaded with guilt,
3Our sins too much for us--but you get
rid of them once and for all.
4 Blessed are the chosen! Blessed the
guest at home in your place! We expect
our fill of good things in your house,
your heavenly manse.
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5All your salva on wonders are
on display in your trophy room.
Earth-Tamer, Ocean-Pourer,
6Mountain-Maker, Hill-Dresser,
7Muzzler of sea storm and wave crash,
of mobs in noisy riot--
8 Far and wide they'll come to a stop,
they'll stare in awe, in wonder. Dawn
and dusk take turns calling, "Come and
worship."
9Oh, visit the earth, ask her to join the
dance! Deck her out in spring showers,
fill the God-River with living water. Paint
the wheat fields golden. Crea on was
made for this!
10Drench the plowed fields, soak the
dirt clods With rainfall as harrow and
rake bring her to blossom and fruit.
11 Snow-crown the peaks with splendor,
sca er rose petals down your paths,
12All through the wild meadows, rose
petals. Set the hills to dancing,
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13Dress the canyon walls with live
sheep, a drape of flax across the valleys.
Let them shout, and shout, and shout!
Oh, oh, let them sing!

66 1All together now--applause for
God!

2 Sing songs to the tune of his glory, set
glory to the rhythms of his praise.
3 Say of God, "We've never seen
anything like him!" When your enemies
see you in ac on, they slink off like
scolded dogs.
4 The whole earth falls to its knees--it
worships you, sings to you, can't stop
enjoying your name and fame.
5 Take a good look at God's wonders--
they'll take your breath away.
6He converted sea to dry land; travelers
crossed the river on foot. Now isn't that
cause for a song?
7 Ever sovereign in his high tower, he
keeps his eye on the godless na ons.
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Rebels don't dare raise a finger against
him.
8 Bless our God, O peoples! Give him a
thunderous welcome!
9Didn't he set us on the road to life?
Didn't he keep us out of the ditch?
10He trained us first, passed us like
silver through refining fires,
11 Brought us into hardscrabble country,
pushed us to our very limit,
12 Road-tested us inside and out, took
us to hell and back; Finally he brought us
to this well-watered place.
13 I'm bringing my prizes and presents
to your house. I'm doing what I said I'd
do,
14What I solemnly swore I'd do that
day when I was in so much trouble:
15 The choicest cuts of meat for the
sacrificial meal; Even the fragrance of
roasted lamb is like a meal! Or make it
an ox garnished with goat meat!
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16All believers, come here and listen,
let me tell you what God did for me.
17 I called out to him with my mouth,
my tongue shaped the sounds of music.
18 If I had been cozy with evil, the Lord
would never have listened.
19 But he most surely [did] listen, he
came on the double when he heard my
prayer.
20 Blessed be God: he didn't turn a deaf
ear, he stayed with me, loyal in his love.

67 1God, mark us with grace and
blessing! Smile!

2 The whole country will see how you
work, all the godless na ons see how
you save.
3God! Let people thank and enjoy you.
Let all people thank and enjoy you.
4 Let all far-flung people become happy
and shout their happiness because You
judge them fair and square, you tend the
far-flung peoples.
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5God! Let people thank and enjoy you.
Let all people thank and enjoy you.
6 Earth, display your exuberance! You
mark us with blessing, O God, our God.
7 You mark us with blessing, O God.
Earth's four corners--honor him!

68 1Up with God! Down with his
enemies! Adversaries, run for the

hills!
2Gone like a puff of smoke, like a blob
of wax in the fire--one look at God and
the wicked vanish.
3When the righteous see God in ac on
they'll laugh, they'll sing, they'll laugh
and sing for joy.
4 Sing hymns to God; all heaven, sing
out; clear the way for the coming of
Cloud-Rider. Enjoy GOD, cheer when you
see him!
5 Father of orphans, champion of
widows, is God in his holy house.
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6God makes homes for the homeless,
leads prisoners to freedom, but leaves
rebels to rot in hell.
7God, when you took the lead with
your people, when you marched out into
the wild,
8 Earth shook, sky broke out in a sweat;
God was on the march. Even Sinai
trembled at the sight of God on the
move, at the sight of Israel's God.
9 You pour out rain in buckets, O God;
thorn and cactus become an oasis
10 For your people to camp in and enjoy.
You set them up in business; they went
from rags to riches.
11 The Lord gave the word; thousands
called out the good news:
12 "Kings of the armies are on the run,
on the run!"
13While housewives, safe and sound
back home, divide up the plunder, the
plunder of Canaanite silver and gold.
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14On that day that Shaddai sca ered
the kings, snow fell on Black Mountain.
15 You huge mountains, Bashan
mountains, mighty mountains, dragon
mountains.
16All you mountains not chosen, sulk
now, and feel sorry for yourselves, For
this is the mountain God has chosen to
live on; he'll rule from this mountain
forever.
17 The chariots of God, twice ten
thousand, and thousands more besides,
The Lord in the lead, riding down
Sinai--straight to the Holy Place!
18 You climbed to the High Place,
cap ves in tow, your arms full of booty
from rebels, And now you sit there in
state, GOD, sovereign GOD!
19 Blessed be the Lord--day a er day he
carries us along.
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20He's our Savior, our God, oh yes! He's
God-for-us, he's God-who-saves-us. Lord
GOD knows all death's ins and outs.
21What's more, he made heads roll,
split the skulls of the enemy As he
marched out of heaven,
22 saying, "I ed up the Dragon in knots,
put a muzzle on the Deep Blue Sea."
23 You can wade through your enemies'
blood, and your dogs taste of your
enemies from your boots.
24 See God on parade to the sanctuary,
my God, my King on the march!
25 Singers out front, the band behind,
maidens in the middle with castanets.
26 The whole choir blesses God. Like a
fountain of praise, Israel blesses GOD.
27 Look--li le Benjamin's out front and
leading Princes of Judah in their royal
robes, princes of Zebulon, princes of
Naphtali.
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28 Parade your power, O God, the
power, O God, that made us what we
are.
29 Your temple, High God, is Jerusalem;
kings bring gi s to you.
30 Rebuke that old crocodile, Egypt,
with her herd of wild bulls and calves,
Rapacious in her lust for silver, crushing
peoples, spoiling for a fight.
31 Let Egyp an traders bring blue cloth
and Cush come running to God, her
hands outstretched.
32 Sing, O kings of the earth! Sing
praises to the Lord!
33 There he is: Sky-Rider, striding the
ancient skies. Listen--he's calling in
thunder, rumbling, rolling thunder.
34 Call out "Bravo!" to God, the High
God of Israel. His splendor and strength
rise huge as thunderheads.
35A terrible beauty, O God, streams
from your sanctuary. It's Israel's strong
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God! He gives power and might to his
people! O you, his people--bless God!

69 1God, God, save me! I'm in over
my head,

2Quicksand under me, swamp water
over me; I'm going down for the third
me.
3 I'm hoarse from calling for help,
Bleary-eyed from searching the sky for
God.
4 I've got more enemies than hairs on
my head; Sneaks and liars are out to
knife me in the back. What I never stole
Must I now give back?
5God, you know every sin I've
commi ed; My life's a wide-open book
before you.
6Don't let those who look to you in
hope Be discouraged by what happens
to me, Dear Lord! GOD of the armies!
Don't let those out looking for you Come
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to a dead end by following me--Please,
dear God of Israel!
7 Because of you I look like an idiot, I
walk around ashamed to show my face.
8My brothers shun me like a bum off
the street; My family treats me like an
unwanted guest.
9 I love youmore than I can say. Because
I'm madly in love with you, They blame
me for everything they dislike about you.
10When I poured myself out in prayer
and fas ng, All it got me was more
contempt.
11When I put on a sad face, They
treated me like a clown.
12Now drunks and glu ons Make up
drinking songs about me.
13And me? I pray. GOD, it's me for a
break! God, answer in love! Answer with
your sure salva on!
14 Rescue me from the swamp, Don't
let me go under for good, Pull me out of
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the clutch of the enemy; This whirlpool
is sucking me down.
15Don't let the swamp be my grave, the
Black Hole Swallowme, its jaws clenched
around me.
16Now answer me, GOD, because you
love me; Let me see your great mercy
full-face.
17Don't look the other way; your
servant can't take it. I'm in trouble.
Answer right now!
18 Come close, God; get me out of here.
Rescue me from this deathtrap.
19 You know how they kick me around--
Pin on me the donkey's ears, the dunce's
cap.
20 I'm broken by their taunts, Flat on
my face, reduced to a nothing. I looked
in vain for one friendly face. Not one. I
couldn't find one shoulder to cry on.
21 They put poison in my soup, Vinegar
in my drink.
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22 Let their supper be bait in a trap that
snaps shut; May their best friends be
trappers who'll skin them alive.
23Make them become blind as bats,
Give them the shakes from morning to
night.
24 Let them know what you think of
them, Blast them with your red-hot
anger.
25 Burn down their houses, Leave them
desolate with nobody at home.
26 They gossiped about the one you
disciplined, Made up stories about
anyone wounded by God.
27 Pile on the guilt, Don't let them off
the hook.
28 Strike their names from the list of the
living; No rock-carved honor for them
among the righteous.
29 I'm hurt and in pain; Give me space
for healing, and mountain air.
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30 Let me shout God's name with a
praising song, Let me tell his greatness in
a prayer of thanks.
31 For GOD, this is be er than oxen on
the altar, Far be er than blue-ribbon
bulls.
32 The poor in spirit see and are
glad--Oh, you God-seekers, take heart!
33 For GOD listens to the poor, He
doesn't walk out on the wretched.
34 You heavens, praise him; praise him,
earth; Also ocean and all things that
swim in it.
35 For God is out to help Zion, Rebuilding
the wrecked towns of Judah. Guess who
will live there--The proud owners of the
land?
36No, the children of his servants will
get it, The lovers of his name will live in
it.

70 1God! Please hurry to my rescue!
God, come quickly to my side!
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2 Those who are out to get me--let
them fall all over themselves. Those who
relish my downfall--send them down a
blind alley.
3Give them a taste of their own
medicine, those gossips off clucking their
tongues.
4 Let those on the hunt for you sing and
celebrate. Let all who love your saving
way say over and over, "God is mighty!"
5 But I've lost it. I'm wasted. God--
quickly, quickly! Quick to my side, quick
to my rescue! GOD, don't lose a minute.

71 1 I run for dear life to GOD, I'll
never live to regret it.

2Do what you do so well: get me out of
this mess and up on my feet. Put your
ear to the ground and listen, give me
space for salva on.
3 Be a guest room where I can retreat;
you said your door was always open!
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You're my salva on--my vast, granite
fortress.
4My God, free me from the grip of
Wicked, from the clutch of Bad and Bully.
5 You keep me going when mes are
tough--my bedrock, GOD, since my
childhood.
6 I've hung on you from the day of my
birth, the day you took me from the
cradle; I'll never run out of praise.
7Many gasp in alarm when they see
me, but you take me in stride.
8 Just as each day brims with your
beauty, my mouth brims with praise.
9 But don't turn me out to pasture
when I'm old or put me on the shelf
when I can't pull my weight.
10My enemies are talking behind my
back, watching for their chance to knife
me.
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11 The gossip is: "God has abandoned
him. Pounce on him now; no one will
help him."
12God, don't just watch from the
sidelines. Come on! Run to my side!
13My accusers--make them lose face.
Those out to get me--make them look
Like idiots,
14while I stretch out, reaching for you,
and daily add praise to praise.
15 I'll write the book on your
righteousness, talk up your salva on
the livelong day, never run out of good
things to write or say.
16 I come in the power of the Lord GOD,
I post signs marking his right-of-way.
17 You got me when I was an unformed
youth, God, and taught me everything
I know. Now I'm telling the world your
wonders;
18 I'll keep at it un l I'm old and gray.
God, don't walk off and leave me un l
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I get out the news Of your strong right
arm to this world, news of your power to
the world yet to come,
19 Your famous and righteous ways, O
God. God, you've done it all! Who is
quite like you?
20 You, who made me stare trouble in
the face, Turn me around; Now let me
look life in the face. I've been to the
bo om; Bring me up,
21 streaming with honors; turn to me,
be tender to me,
22And I'll take up the lute and thank
you to the tune of your faithfulness,
God. I'll make music for you on a harp,
Holy One of Israel.
23When I open up in song to you, I let
out lungsful of praise, my rescued life a
song.
24All day long I'm chan ng about you
and your righteous ways, While those
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who tried to do me in slink off looking
ashamed.

72 1Give the gi of wise rule to the
king, O God, the gi of just rule to

the crown prince.
2May he judge your people rightly, be
honorable to your meek and lowly.
3 Let the mountains give exuberant
witness; shape the hills with the
contours of right living.
4 Please stand up for the poor, help the
children of the needy, come down hard
on the cruel tyrants.
5Outlast the sun, outlive themoon--age
a er age a er age.
6 Be rainfall on cut grass, earth-
refreshing rain showers.
7 Let righteousness burst into blossom
and peace abound un l the moon fades
to nothing.
8 Rule from sea to sea, from the River
to the Rim.
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9 Foes will fall on their knees before
God, his enemies lick the dust.
10 Kings remote and legendary will pay
homage, kings rich and resplendent will
turn over their wealth.
11All kings will fall down and worship,
and godless na ons sign up to serve him,
12 Because he rescues the poor at the
first sign of need, the des tute who have
run out of luck.
13He opens a place in his heart for the
down-and-out, he restores the wretched
of the earth.
14He frees them from tyranny and
torture--when they bleed, he bleeds;
when they die, he dies.
15And live! Oh, let him live! Deck
him out in Sheba gold. Offer prayers
unceasing to him, bless him from
morning to night.
16 Fields of golden grain in the
land, cres ng the mountains in wild
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exuberance, Cornucopias of praise,
praises springing from the city like grass
from the earth.
17May he never be forgo en, his fame
shine on like sunshine. May all godless
people enter his circle of blessing and
bless the One who blessed them.
18 Blessed GOD, Israel's God, the one
and only wonder-working God!
19 Blessed always his blazing glory! All
earth brims with his glory.
20 Yes and Yes and Yes.

73 1No doubt about it! God is
good--good to good people, good

to the good-hearted.
2 But I nearly missed it, missed seeing
his goodness.
3 I was looking the other way, looking
up to the people
4At the top, envying the wicked who
have it made,
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5Who have nothing to worry about,
not a care in the whole wide world.
6 Preten ous with arrogance, they wear
the latest fashions in violence,
7 Pampered and overfed, decked out in
silk bows of silliness.
8 They jeer, using words to kill; they
bully their way with words.
9 They're full of hot air, loudmouths
disturbing the peace.
10 People actually listen to them--can
you believe it? Like thirsty puppies, they
lap up their words.
11What's going on here? Is God out to
lunch? Nobody's tending the store.
12 The wicked get by with everything;
they have it made, piling up riches
13 I've been stupid to play by the rules;
what has it go en me?
14A long run of bad luck, that's what--a
slap in the face every me I walk out the
door.
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15 If I'd have given in and talked like
this, I would have betrayed your dear
children.
16 S ll, when I tried to figure it out, all I
got was a spli ng headache...
17Un l I entered the sanctuary of God.
Then I saw the whole picture:
18 The slippery road you've put them
on, with a final crash in a ditch of
delusions.
19 In the blink of an eye, disaster! A
blind curve in the dark, and--nightmare!
20We wake up and rub our eyes.
...Nothing. There's nothing to them. And
there never was.
21When I was beleaguered and bi er,
totally consumed by envy,
22 I was totally ignorant, a dumb ox in
your very presence.
23 I'm s ll in your presence, but you've
taken my hand.
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24 You wisely and tenderly lead me, and
then you bless me.
25 You're all I want in heaven! You're all
I want on earth!
26When my skin sags and my bones get
bri le, GOD is rock-firm and faithful.
27 Look! Those who le you are falling
apart! Deserters, they'll never be heard
from again.
28 But I'm in the very presence of
God--oh, how refreshing it is! I've made
Lord GOD my home. God, I'm telling the
world what you do!

74 1 You walked off and le us, and
never looked back. God, how

could you do that? We're your very own
sheep; how can you stomp off in anger?
2 Refresh your memory of us--you
bought us a long me ago. Your most
precious tribe--you paid a good price
for us! Your very own Mount Zion--you
actually lived here once!
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3 Come and visit the site of disaster, see
how they've wrecked the sanctuary.
4While your people were at worship,
your enemies barged in, brawling and
scrawling graffi .
5 They set fire to the porch; axes
swinging, they chopped up the
woodwork,
6 Beat down the doors with
sledgehammers, then split them
into kindling.
7 They burned your holy place to the
ground, violated the place of worship.
8 They said to themselves, "We'll wipe
them all out," and burned down all the
places of worship.
9 There's not a sign or symbol of God in
sight, nor anyone to speak in his name,
no one who knows what's going on.
10How long, God, will barbarians
blaspheme, enemies curse and get by
with it?
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11Why don't you do something? How
long are you going to sit there with your
hands folded in your lap?
12God is my King from the very start;
he works salva on in the womb of the
earth.
13With one blow you split the sea in
two, you made mincemeat of the dragon
Tannin.
14 You lopped off the heads of
Leviathan, then served them up in a
stew for the animals.
15With your finger you opened up
springs and creeks, and dried up the wild
floodwaters.
16 You own the day, you own the night;
you put stars and sun in place.
17 You laid out the four corners of earth,
shaped the seasons of summer and
winter.
18Mark and remember, GOD, all the
enemy taunts, each idiot desecra on.
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19Don't throw your lambs to the
wolves; a er all we've been through,
don't forget us.
20 Remember your promises; the city is
in darkness, the countryside violent.
21Don't leave the vic ms to rot in the
street; make them a choir that sings your
praises.
22On your feet, O God--stand up
for yourself! Do you hear what they're
saying about you, all the vile obsceni es?
23Don't tune out their malicious filth,
the brawling invec ve that never lets up.

75 1We thank you, God, we thank
you--your Name is our favorite

word; your mighty works are all we talk
about.
2 You say, "I'm calling this mee ng to
order, I'm ready to set things right.
3When the earth goes topsy-turvy And
nobody knows which end is up, I nail it
all down, I put everything in place again.
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4 I say to the smart alecks, 'That's
enough,' to the bullies, 'Not so fast.'"
5Don't raise your fist against High God.
Don't raise your voice against Rock of
Ages.
6He's the One from east to west; from
desert to mountains, he's the One.
7God rules: he brings this one down to
his knees, pulls that one up on her feet.
8GOD has a cup in his hand, a bowl of
wine, full to the brim. He draws from
it and pours; it's drained to the dregs.
Earth's wicked ones drink it all, drink it
down to the last bi er drop!
9And I'm telling the story of God
Eternal, singing the praises of Jacob's
God.
10 The fists of the wicked are bloody
stumps, The arms of the righteous are
lo y green branches.

76 1God is well-known in Judah; in
Israel, he's a household name.
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2He keeps a house in Salem, his own
suite of rooms in Zion.
3 That's where, using arrows for
kindling, he made a bonfire of weapons
of war.
4Oh, how bright you shine! Outshining
their huge piles of loot!
5 The warriors were plundered and
le there impotent. And now there's
nothing to them, nothing to show for
their swagger and threats.
6 Your sudden roar, God of Jacob,
knocked the wind out of horse and rider.
7 Fierce you are, and fearsome! Who
can stand up to your rising anger?
8 From heaven you thunder judgment;
earth falls to her knees and holds her
breath.
9God stands tall andmakes things right,
he saves all the wretched on earth.
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10 Instead of smoldering rage--God-
praise! All that spu ering rage--now a
garland for God!
11Do for GOD what you said you'd
do--he is, a er all, your God. Let
everyone in town bring offerings to the
One Who Watches our every move.
12Nobody gets by with anything, no
one plays fast and loose with him.

77 1 I yell out to my God, I yell with
all my might, I yell at the top of

my lungs. He listens.
2 I found myself in trouble and went
looking for my Lord; my life was an open
wound that wouldn't heal. When friends
said, "Everything will turn out all right," I
didn't believe a word they said.
3 I remember God--and shake my head.
I bow my head--then wring my hands.
4 I'm awake all night--not a wink of
sleep; I can't even say what's bothering
me.
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5 I go over the days one by one, I ponder
the years gone by.
6 I strum my lute all through the night,
wondering how to get my life together.
7Will the Lord walk off and leave us for
good? Will he never smile again?
8 Is his love worn threadbare? Has his
salva on promise burned out?
9Has God forgo en his manners? Has
he angrily stalked off and le us?
10 "Just my luck," I said. "The High God
goes out of business just the moment I
need him."
11Once again I'll go over what GOD has
done, lay out on the table the ancient
wonders;
12 I'll ponder all the things you've
accomplished, and give a long, loving
look at your acts.
13O God! Your way is holy! No god is
great like God!
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14 You're the God who makes things
happen; you showed everyone what you
can do--
15 You pulled your people out of the
worst kind of trouble, rescued the
children of Jacob and Joseph.
16Ocean saw you in ac on, God, saw
you and trembled with fear; Deep Ocean
was scared to death.
17 Clouds belched buckets of rain, Sky
exploded with thunder, your arrows
flashing this way and that.
18 From Whirlwind came your
thundering voice, Lightning exposed the
world, Earth reeled and rocked.
19 You strode right through Ocean,
walked straight through roaring Ocean,
but nobody saw you come or go.
20Hidden in the hands of Moses and
Aaron, You led your people like a flock of
sheep.
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78 1 Listen, dear friends, to God's
truth, bend your ears to what I

tell you.
2 I'm chewing on the morsel of a
proverb; I'll let you in on the sweet old
truths,
3 Stories we heard from our fathers,
counsel we learned at our mother's
knee.
4We're not keeping this to ourselves,
we're passing it along to the next
genera on--GOD's fame and fortune,
the marvelous things he has done.
5He planted a witness in Jacob, set his
Word firmly in Israel, Then commanded
our parents to teach it to their children
6 So the next genera on would know,
and all the genera ons to come--Know
the truth and tell the stories so their
children



PSALMS 78 158
7 can trust in God, Never forget the
works of God but keep his commands to
the le er.
8Heaven forbid they should be like
their parents, bullheaded and bad, A
fickle and faithless bunch who never
stayed true to God.
9 The Ephraimites, armed to the teeth,
ran off when the ba le began.
10 They were cowards to God's
Covenant, refused to walk by his Word.
11 They forgot what he had done--
marvels he'd done right before their
eyes.
12He performed miracles in plain sight
of their parents in Egypt, out on the
fields of Zoan.
13He split the Sea and they walked
right through it; he piled the waters to
the right and the le .
14He led them by day with a cloud, led
them all the night long with a fiery torch.
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15He split rocks in the wilderness,
gave them all they could drink from
underground springs;
16He made creeks flow out from sheer
rock, and water pour out like a river.
17All they did was sin even more, rebel
in the desert against the High God.
18 They tried to get their own way with
God, clamored for favors, for special
a en on.
19 They whined like spoiled children,
"Why can't God give us a decent meal in
this desert?
20 Sure, he struck the rock and the
water flowed, creeks cascaded from the
rock. But how about some fresh-baked
bread? How about a nice cut of meat?"
21When GOD heard that, he was
furious--his anger flared against Jacob,
he lost his temper with Israel.
22 It was clear they didn't believe God,
had no inten on of trus ng in his help.
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23 But God helped them anyway,
commanded the clouds and gave orders
that opened the gates of heaven.
24He rained down showers of manna to
eat, he gave them the Bread of Heaven.
25 They ate the bread of the mighty
angels; he sent them all the food they
could eat.
26He let East Wind break loose from
the skies, gave a strong push to South
Wind.
27 This me it was birds that rained
down--succulent birds, an abundance of
birds.
28He aimed them right for the center
of their camp; all round their tents there
were birds.
29 They ate and had their fill; he handed
them everything they craved on a pla er.
30 But their greed knew no bounds;
they stuffed their mouths with more and
more.
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31 Finally, God was fed up, his anger
erupted--he cut down their brightest
and best, he laid low Israel's finest young
men.
32And--can you believe it?--they kept
right on sinning; all those wonders and
they s ll wouldn't believe!
33 So their lives dribbled off to nothing-
-nothing to show for their lives but a
ghost town.
34When he cut them down, they came
running for help; they turned and pled
for mercy.
35 They gave witness that God was their
rock, that High God was their redeemer,
36 But they didn't mean a word of it;
they lied through their teeth the whole
me.
37 They could not have cared less about
him, wanted nothing to do with his
Covenant.
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38And God? Compassionate! Forgave
the sin! Didn't destroy! Over and over
he reined in his anger, restrained his
considerable wrath.
39He knew what they were made of; he
knew there wasn't much to them,
40How o en in the desert they had
spurned him, tried his pa ence in those
wilderness years.
41 Time and again they pushed him to
the limit, provoked Israel's Holy God.
42How quickly they forgot what he'd
done, forgot their day of rescue from the
enemy,
43When he did miracles in Egypt,
wonders on the plain of Zoan.
44He turned the River and its streams
to blood--not a drop of water fit to drink.
45He sent flies, which ate them alive,
and frogs, which bedeviled them.
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46He turned their harvest over to
caterpillars, everything they had worked
for to the locusts.
47He fla ened their grapevines with
hail; a killing frost ruined their orchards.
48He pounded their ca le with hail, let
thunderbolts loose on their herds.
49His anger flared, a wild firestorm
of havoc, An advance guard of
disease-carrying angels
50 to clear the ground, preparing the
way before him. He didn't spare those
people, he let the plague rage through
their lives.
51He killed all the Egyp an firstborns,
lusty infants, offspring of Ham's virility.
52 Then he led his people out like
sheep, took his flock safely through the
wilderness.
53He took good care of them; they had
nothing to fear. The Sea took care of
their enemies for good.
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54He brought them into his holy land,
this mountain he claimed for his own.
55He sca ered everyone who got in
their way; he staked out an inheritance
for them--the tribes of Israel all had their
own places.
56 But they kept on giving him a hard
me, rebelled against God, the High

God, refused to do anything he told
them.
57 They were worse, if that's possible,
than their parents: traitors--crooked as a
corkscrew.
58 Their pagan orgies provoked God's
anger, their obscene idolatries broke his
heart.
59When God heard their carryings-on,
he was furious; he posted a huge No
over Israel.
60He walked off and le Shiloh empty,
abandoned the shrine where he had met
with Israel.
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61He let his pride and joy go to the
dogs, turned his back on the pride of his
life.
62He turned them loose on fields
of ba le; angry, he let them fend for
themselves.
63 Their young men went to war and
never came back; their young women
waited in vain.
64 Their priests were massacred, and
their widows never shed a tear.
65 Suddenly the Lord was up on his feet
like someone roused from deep sleep,
shou ng like a drunken warrior.
66He hit his enemies hard, sent them
running, yelping, not daring to look back.
67He disqualified Joseph as leader, told
Ephraim he didn't have what it takes,
68And chose the Tribe of Judah instead,
Mount Zion, which he loves so much.
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69He built his sanctuary there,
resplendent, solid and las ng as the
earth itself.
70 Then he chose David, his servant,
handpicked him from his work in the
sheep pens.
71One day he was caring for the ewes
and their lambs, the next day God had
him shepherding Jacob, his people Israel,
his prize possession.
72His good heart made him a good
shepherd; he guided the people wisely
and well.

79 1God! Barbarians have broken
into your home, violated your

holy temple, le Jerusalem a pile of
rubble!
2 They've served up the corpses of your
servants as carrion food for birds of prey,
Threw the bones of your holy people out
to the wild animals to gnaw on.
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3 They dumped out their blood like
buckets of water. All around Jerusalem,
their bodies were le to rot, unburied.
4We're nothing but a joke to our
neighbors, graffi scrawled on the city
walls.
5How long do we have to put up with
this, GOD? Do you have it in for us for
good? Will your smoldering rage never
cool down?
6 If you're going to be angry, be angry
with the pagans who care nothing about
you, or your rival kingdoms who ignore
you.
7 They're the ones who ruined Jacob,
who wrecked and looted the place
where he lived.
8Don't blame us for the sins of our
parents. Hurry up and help us; we're at
the end of our rope.
9 You're famous for helping; God, give
us a break. Your reputa on is on the line.
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Pull us out of this mess, forgive us our
sins--do what you're famous for doing!
10Don't let the heathen get by with
their sneers: "Where's your God? Is he
out to lunch?" Go public and show the
godless world that they can't kill your
servants and get by with it.
11Give groaning prisoners a hearing;
pardon those on death row from their
doom--you can do it!
12Give our jeering neighbors what
they've got coming to them; let their
God-taunts boomerang and knock them
flat.
13 Then we, your people, the ones you
love and care for, will thank you over
and over and over. We'll tell everyone
we meet how wonderful you are, how
praiseworthy you are!

80 1 Listen, Shepherd, Israel's
Shepherd--get all your Joseph
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sheep together. Throw beams of light
from your dazzling throne
2 So Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh
can see where they're going. Get out of
bed--you've slept long enough! Come on
the run before it's too late.
3God, come back! Smile your blessing
smile: [That] will be our salva on.
4GOD, God of the angel armies, how
long will you smolder like a sleeping
volcano while your people call for fire
and brimstone?
5 You put us on a diet of tears, bucket
a er bucket of salty tears to drink.
6 You make us look ridiculous to our
friends; our enemies poke fun day a er
day.
7God of the angel armies, come back!
Smile your blessing smile: [That] will be
our salva on.
8 Remember how you brought a
young vine from Egypt, cleared out the
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brambles and briers and planted your
very own vineyard?
9 You prepared the good earth, you
planted her roots deep; the vineyard
filled the land.
10 Your vine soared high and shaded
the mountains, even dwarfing the giant
cedars.
11 Your vine ranged west to the Sea,
east to the River.
12 So why do you no longer protect your
vine? Trespassers pick its grapes at will;
13Wild pigs crash through and crush it,
and the mice nibble away at what's le .
14God of the angel armies, turn
our way! Take a good look at what's
happened and a end to this vine.
15 Care for what you once tenderly
planted--the vine you raised from a
shoot.
16And those who dared to set it on
fire--give them a look that will kill!
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17 Then take the hand of your once-
favorite child, the child you raised to
adulthood.
18We will never turn our back on you;
breathe life into our lungs so we can
shout your name!
19GOD, God of the angel armies, come
back! Smile your blessing smile: [That]
will be our salva on.

81 1A song to our strong God! a
shout to the God of Jacob!

2Anthems from the choir, music from
the band, sweet sounds from lute and
harp,
3 Trumpets and trombones and horns:
it's fes val day, a feast to God!
4A day decreed by God, solemnly
ordered by the God of Jacob.
5He commanded Joseph to keep this
day so we'd never forget what he did in
Egypt. I hear this most gentle whisper
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from One I never guessed would speak
to me:
6 "I took the world off your shoulders,
freed you from a life of hard labor.
7 You called to me in your pain; I got
you out of a bad place. I answered you
from where the thunder hides, I proved
you at Meribah Fountain.
8 "Listen, dear ones--get this straight; O
Israel, don't take this lightly.
9Don't take up with strange gods, don't
worship the latest in gods.
10 I'm GOD, your God, the very God
who rescued you from doom in Egypt,
Then fed you all you could eat, filled
your hungry stomachs.
11 "But my people didn't listen, Israel
paid no a en on;
12 So I let go of the reins and told them,
'Run! Do it your own way!'
13 "Oh, dear people, will you listen to
me now? Israel, will you follow my map?



PSALMS 81–82 173
14 I'll make short work of your enemies,
give your foes the back of my hand.
15 I'll send the GOD-haters cringing like
dogs, never to be heard from again.
16 You'll feast on my fresh-baked
bread spread with bu er and rock-pure
honey."

82 1God calls the judges into his
courtroom, he puts all the judges

in the dock.
2 "Enough! You've corrupted jus ce
long enough, you've let the wicked get
away with murder.
3 You're here to defend the defenseless,
to make sure that underdogs get a fair
break;
4 Your job is to stand up for the
powerless, and prosecute all those who
exploit them."
5 Ignorant judges! Head-in-the-sand
judges! They haven't a clue to what's
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going on. And now everything's falling
apart, the world's coming unglued.
6 "I commissioned you judges, each one
of you, depu es of the High God,
7 But you've betrayed your commission
and now you're stripped of your rank,
busted."
8O God, give them their just deserts!
You've got the whole world in your
hands!

83 1GOD, don't shut me out; don't
give me the silent treatment, O

God.
2 Your enemies are out there whooping
it up, the God-haters are living it up;
3 They're plo ng to do your people in,
conspiring to rob you of your precious
ones.
4 "Let's wipe this na on from the face
of the earth," they say; "scratch Israel's
name off the books."
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5And now they're pu ng their heads
together, making plans to get rid of you.
6 Edom and the Ishmaelites, Moab and
the Hagrites,
7Gebal and Ammon and Amalek,
Philis a and the Tyrians,
8And now Assyria has joined up, Giving
muscle to the gang of Lot.
9Do to them what you did to Midian, to
Sisera and Jabin at Kishon Brook;
10 They came to a bad end at Endor,
nothing but dung for the garden.
11 Cut down their leaders as you did
Oreb and Zeeb, their princes to nothings
like Zebah and Zalmunna,
12With their empty brags, "We're
grabbing it all, grabbing God's gardens
for ourselves."
13My God! I've had it with them! Blow
them away! Tumbleweeds in the desert
waste,
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14 charred s cks in the burned-over
ground.
15 Knock the breath right out of them,
so they're gasping
16 for breath, gasping, "GOD."
17 Bring them to the end of their rope,
and leave them there dangling, helpless.
18 Then they'll learn your name: "GOD,"
the one and only High God on earth.

84 1What a beau ful home, GOD
of the Angel Armies! I've always

longed to live in a place like this,
2Always dreamed of a room in your
house, where I could sing for joy to
God-alive!
3 Birds find nooks and crannies in your
house, sparrows and swallows make
nests there. They lay their eggs and raise
their young, singing their songs in the
place where we worship. GOD of the
Angel Armies! King! God!
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4How blessed they are to live and sing
there!
5And how blessed all those in whom
you live, whose lives become roads you
travel;
6 They wind through lonesome valleys,
come upon brooks, discover cool springs
and pools brimming with rain!
7God-traveled, these roads curve up
the mountain, and at the last turn--Zion!
God in full view!
8God of the Angel Armies, listen: O God
of Jacob, open your ears--I'm praying!
9 Look at our shields, glistening in the
sun, our faces, shining with your gracious
anoin ng.
10One day spent in your house,
this beau ful place of worship, beats
thousands spent on Greek island
beaches. I'd rather scrub floors in the
house of my God than be honored as a
guest in the palace of sin.
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11All sunshine and sovereign is GOD,
generous in gi s and glory. He doesn't
scrimp with his traveling companions.
12 It's smooth sailing all the way with
GOD of the Angel Armies.

85 1GOD, you smiled on your good
earth! You brought good mes

back to Jacob!
2 You li ed the cloud of guilt from your
people, you put their sins far out of sight.
3 You took back your sin-provoked
threats, you cooled your hot, righteous
anger.
4Help us again, God of our help; don't
hold a grudge against us forever.
5 You aren't going to keep this up, are
you? scowling and angry, year a er
year?
6Why not help us make a fresh start--a
resurrec on life? [Then] your people will
laugh and sing!
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7 Show us how much you love us, GOD!
Give us the salva on we need!
8 I can't wait to hear what he'll say.
GOD's about to pronounce his people
well, The holy people he loves so much,
so they'll never again live like fools.
9 See how close his salva on is to those
who fear him? Our country is home base
for Glory!
10 Love and Truth meet in the street,
Right Living and Whole Living embrace
and kiss!
11 Truth sprouts green from the ground,
Right Living pours down from the skies!
12Oh yes! GOD gives Goodness and
Beauty; our land responds with Bounty
and Blessing.
13 Right Living strides out before him,
and clears a path for his passage.

86 1 Bend an ear, GOD; answer me.
I'm one miserable wretch!
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2 Keep me safe--haven't I lived a good
life? Help your servant--I'm depending
on you!
3 You're my God; have mercy on me. I
count on you from morning to night.
4Give your servant a happy life; I put
myself in your hands!
5 You're well-known as good and
forgiving, bighearted to all who ask for
help.
6 Pay a en on, GOD, to my prayer;
bend down and listen to my cry for help.
7 Every me I'm in trouble I call on you,
confident that you'll answer.
8 There's no one quite like you among
the gods, O Lord, and nothing to
compare with your works.
9All the na ons you made are on their
way, ready to give honor to you, O Lord,
Ready to put your beauty on display,
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10 parading your greatness, And the
great things you do--God, you're the
one, there's no one but you!
11 Train me, GOD, to walk straight;
then I'll follow your true path. Put me
together, one heart and mind; then,
undivided, I'll worship in joyful fear.
12 From the bo om of my heart I thank
you, dear Lord; I've never kept secret
what you're up to.
13 You've always been great toward
me--what love! You snatched me from
the brink of disaster!
14God, these bullies have reared their
heads! A gang of thugs is a er me--and
they don't care a thing about you.
15 But you, O God, are both tender and
kind, not easily angered, immense in
love, and you never, never quit.
16 So look me in the eye and show
kindness, give your servant the strength
to go on, save your dear, dear child!
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17Make a show of how much you love
me so the bullies who hate me will stand
there slack-jawed, As you, GOD, gently
and powerfully put me back on my feet.

87 1He founded Zion on the Holy
Mountain--

2 and oh, how GOD loves his home!
Loves it far be er than all the homes of
Jacob put together!
3God's hometown--oh! everyone there
is talking about you!
4 I name them off, those among whom
I'm famous: Egypt and Babylon, also
Philis a, even Tyre, along with Cush.
Word's ge ng around; they point them
out: "This one was born again here!"
5 The word's ge ng out on Zion: "Men
and women, right and le , get born
again in her!"
6GOD registers their names in his book:
"This one, this one, and this one--born
again, right here."
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7 Singers and dancers give credit to
Zion: "All my springs are in you!"

88 1GOD, you're my last chance of
the day. I spend the night on my

knees before you.
2 Put me on your salva on agenda; take
notes on the trouble I'm in.
3 I've had my fill of trouble; I'm camped
on the edge of hell.
4 I'm wri en off as a lost cause, one
more sta s c, a hopeless case.
5Abandoned as already dead, one
more body in a stack of corpses, And
not so much as a gravestone--I'm a black
hole in oblivion.
6 You've dropped me into a bo omless
pit, sunk me in a pitch-black abyss.
7 I'm ba ered senseless by your rage,
relentlessly pounded by your waves of
anger.
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8 You turned my friends against me,
made me horrible to them. I'm caught in
a maze and can't find my way out,
9 blinded by tears of pain and
frustra on. I call to you, GOD; all day I
call. I wring my hands, I plead for help.
10Are the dead a live audience for your
miracles? Do ghosts ever join the choirs
that praise you?
11Does your love make any difference
in a graveyard? Is your faithful presence
no ced in the corridors of hell?
12Are your marvelous wonders ever
seen in the dark, your righteous ways
no ced in the Land of No Memory?
13 I'm standing my ground, GOD,
shou ng for help, at my prayers every
morning, on my knees each daybreak.
14Why, GOD, do you turn a deaf ear?
Why do you make yourself scarce?
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15 For as long as I remember I've been
hur ng; I've taken the worst you can
hand out, and I've had it.
16 Your wildfire anger has blazed
through my life; I'm bleeding, black and
blue.
17 You've a acked me fiercely from
every side, raining down blows ll I'm
nearly dead.
18 You made lover and neighbor alike
dump me; the only friend I have le is
Darkness.

89 1 Your love, GOD, is my song,
and I'll sing it! I'm forever telling

everyone how faithful you are.
2 I'll never quit telling the story of your
love--how you built the cosmos and
guaranteed everything in it. Your love
has always been our lives' founda on,
your fidelity has been the roof over our
world.
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3 You once said, "I joined forces with my
chosen leader, I pledged my word to my
servant, David, saying,
4 'Everyone descending from you is
guaranteed life; I'll make your rule as
solid and las ng as rock.'"
5GOD! Let the cosmos praise your
wonderful ways, the choir of holy angels
sing anthems to your faithful ways!
6 Search high and low, scan skies and
land, you'll find nothing and no one
quite like GOD.
7 The holy angels are in awe before
him; he looms immense and august over
everyone around him.
8GOD of the Angel Armies, who is like
you, powerful and faithful from every
angle?
9 You put the arrogant ocean in its
place and calm its waves when they turn
unruly.
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10 You gave that old hag Egypt the back
of your hand, you brushed off your
enemies with a flick of your wrist.
11 You own the cosmos--you made
everything in it, everything from atom to
archangel.
12 You posi oned the North and South
Poles; the mountains Tabor and Hermon
sing duets to you.
13With your well-muscled arm and
your grip of steel--nobody trifles with
you!
14 The Right and Jus ce are the roots of
your rule; Love and Truth are its fruits.
15 Blessed are the people who know
the passwords of praise, who shout on
parade in the bright presence of GOD.
16Delighted, they dance all day long;
they know who you are, what you
do--they can't keep it quiet!
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17 Your vibrant beauty has go en inside
us--you've been so good to us! We're
walking on air!
18All we are and have we owe to GOD,
Holy God of Israel, our King!
19A long me ago you spoke in a vision,
you spoke to your faithful beloved: "I've
crowned a hero, I chose the best I could
find;
20 I found David, my servant, poured
holy oil on his head,
21And I'll keep my hand steadily on
him, yes, I'll s ck with him through thick
and thin.
22No enemy will get the best of him, no
scoundrel will do him in.
23 I'll weed out all who oppose him, I'll
clean out all who hate him.
24 I'm with him for good and I'll love
him forever; I've set him on high--he's
riding high!
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25 I've put Ocean in his one hand, River
in the other;
26 he'll call out, 'Oh, my Father--my
God, my Rock of Salva on!'
27 Yes, I'm se ng him apart as the First
of the royal line, High King over all of
earth's kings.
28 I'll preserve him eternally in my
love, I'll faithfully do all I so solemnly
promised.
29 I'll guarantee his family tree and
underwrite his rule.
30 If his children refuse to do what I tell
them, if they refuse to walk in the way I
show them,
31 If they spit on the direc ons I give
them and tear up the rules I post for
them
32 --I'll rub their faces in the dirt of their
rebellion and make them face the music.
33 But I'll never throw them out, never
abandon or disown them.
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34Do you think I'd withdraw my holy
promise? or take back words I'd already
spoken?
35 I've given my word, my whole and
holy word; do you think I would lie to
David?
36His family tree is here for good, his
sovereignty as sure as the sun,
37Dependable as the phases of the
moon, inescapable as weather."
38 But GOD, you did walk off and leave
us, you lost your temper with the one
you anointed.
39 You tore up the promise you made to
your servant, you stomped his crown in
the mud.
40 You blasted his home to kingdom
come, reduced his city to a pile of rubble
41 Picked clean by wayfaring strangers,
a joke to all the neighbors.
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42 You declared a holiday for all his
enemies, and they're celebra ng for all
they're worth.
43Angry, you opposed him in ba le,
refused to fight on his side;
44 You robbed him of his splendor,
humiliated this warrior, ground his kingly
honor in the dirt.
45 You took the best years of his life and
le him an impotent, ruined husk.
46How long do we put up with this,
GOD? Are you gone for good? Will you
hold this grudge forever?
47 Remember my sorrow and how short
life is. Did you create men and women
for nothing but this?
48We'll see death soon enough.
Everyone does. And there's no back door
out of hell.
49 So where is the love you're so famous
for, Lord? What happened to your
promise to David?
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50 Take a good look at your servant,
dear Lord; I'm the bu of the jokes of all
na ons,
51 The taun ng jokes of your enemies,
GOD, as they dog the steps of your dear
anointed.
52 Blessed be GOD forever and always!
Yes. Oh, yes.

90 1God, it seems you've been our
home forever;

2 long before the mountains were born,
Long before you brought earth itself
to birth, from "once upon a me" to
"kingdom come"--you are God.
3 So don't return us to mud, saying,
"Back to where you came from!"
4 Pa ence! You've got all the me in the
world--whether a thousand years or a
day, it's all the same to you.
5Are we no more to you than a wispy
dream, no more than a blade of grass
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6 That springs up gloriously with the
rising sun and is cut down without a
second thought?
7 Your anger is far and away too much
for us; we're at the end of our rope.
8 You keep track of all our sins; every
misdeed since we were children is
entered in your books.
9All we can remember is that frown on
your face. Is that all we're ever going to
get?
10We live for seventy years or so (with
luck we might make it to eighty), And
what do we have to show for it? Trouble.
Toil and trouble and a marker in the
graveyard.
11Who can make sense of such rage,
such anger against the very ones who
fear you?
12Oh! Teach us to live well! Teach us to
live wisely and well!
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13 Come back, GOD--how long do we
have to wait?--and treat your servants
with kindness for a change.
14 Surprise us with love at daybreak;
then we'll skip and dance all the day
long.
15Make up for the bad mes with some
good mes; we've seen enough evil to
last a life me.
16 Let your servants see what you're
best at--the ways you rule and bless your
children.
17And let the loveliness of our Lord,
our God, rest on us, confirming the work
that we do. Oh, yes. Affirm the work that
we do!

91 1 You who sit down in the High
God's presence, spend the night

in Shaddai's shadow,
2 Say this: "GOD, you're my refuge. I
trust in you and I'm safe!"
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3 That's right--he rescues you from
hidden traps, shields you from deadly
hazards.
4His huge outstretched arms protect
you--under them you're perfectly safe;
his arms fend off all harm.
5 Fear nothing--not wild wolves in the
night, not flying arrows in the day,
6Not disease that prowls through the
darkness, not disaster that erupts at high
noon.
7 Even though others succumb all
around, drop like flies right and le , no
harm will even graze you.
8 You'll stand untouched, watch it all
from a distance, watch the wicked turn
into corpses.
9 Yes, because GOD's your refuge, the
High God your very own home,
10 Evil can't get close to you, harm can't
get through the door.
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11He ordered his angels to guard you
wherever you go.
12 If you stumble, they'll catch you;
their job is to keep you from falling.
13 You'll walk unharmed among lions
and snakes, and kick young lions and
serpents from the path.
14 "If you'll hold on to me for dear life,"
says GOD, "I'll get you out of any trouble.
I'll give you the best of care if you'll only
get to know and trust me.
15 Call me and I'll answer, be at your
side in bad mes; I'll rescue you, then
throw you a party.
16 I'll give you a long life, give you a long
drink of salva on!"

92 1What a beau ful thing, GOD, to
give thanks, to sing an anthem to

you, the High God!
2 To announce your love each daybreak,
sing your faithful presence all through
the night,
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3Accompanied by dulcimer and harp,
the full-bodied music of strings.
4 You made me so happy, GOD. I saw
your work and I shouted for joy.
5How magnificent your work, GOD!
How profound your thoughts!
6Dullards never no ce what you do;
fools never do get it.
7When the wicked popped up like
weeds and all the evil men and women
took over, You mowed them down,
finished them off once and for all.
8 You, GOD, are High and Eternal.
9 Look at your enemies, GOD! Look at
your enemies--ruined! Sca ered to the
winds, all those hirelings of evil!
10 But you've made me strong as a
charging bison, you've honored me with
a fes ve parade.
11 The sight of my cri cs going down
is s ll fresh, the rout of my malicious
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detractors. My ears are filled with the
sounds of promise:
12 "Good people will prosper like palm
trees, Grow tall like Lebanon cedars;
13 transplanted to GOD's courtyard,
They'll grow tall in the presence of God,
14 lithe and green, virile s ll in old age."
15 Such witnesses to upright GOD! My
Mountain, my huge, holy Mountain!

93 1GOD is King, robed and ruling,
GOD is robed and surging with

strength. And yes, the world is firm,
immovable,
2 Your throne ever firm--you're Eternal!
3 Sea storms are up, GOD, Sea storms
wild and roaring, Sea storms with
thunderous breakers.
4 Stronger than wild sea storms,
Migh er than sea-storm breakers,
Mighty GOD rules from High Heaven.
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5What you say goes--it always has.
"Beauty" and "Holy" mark your palace
rule, GOD, to the very end of me.

94 1GOD, put an end to evil;
avenging God, show your colors!

2 Judge of the earth, take your stand;
throw the book at the arrogant.
3GOD, the wicked get away with
murder--how long will you let this go on?
4 They brag and boast and crow about
their crimes!
5 They walk all over your people, GOD,
exploit and abuse your precious people.
6 They take out anyone who gets in
their way; if they can't use them, they
kill them.
7 They think, "GOD isn't looking, Jacob's
God is out to lunch."
8Well, think again, you idiots,
fools--how long before you get smart?
9Do you think Ear-Maker doesn't hear,
Eye-Shaper doesn't see?
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10Do you think the trainer of na ons
doesn't correct, the teacher of Adam
doesn't know?
11GOD knows, all right--knows your
stupidity, sees your shallowness.
12How blessed the man you train, GOD,
the woman you instruct in your Word,
13 Providing a circle of quiet within the
clamor of evil, while a jail is being built
for the wicked.
14GOD will never walk away from
his people, never desert his precious
people.
15 Rest assured that jus ce is on its way
and every good heart put right.
16Who stood up for me against the
wicked? Who took my side against evil
workers?
17 If GOD hadn't been there for me, I
never would have made it.
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18 The minute I said, "I'm slipping, I'm
falling," your love, GOD, took hold and
held me fast.
19When I was upset and beside myself,
you calmed me down and cheered me
up.
20 Can Misrule have anything in
common with you? Can Troublemaker
pretend to be on your side?
21 They ganged up on good people,
plo ed behind the backs of the innocent.
22 But GOD became my hideout, God
was my high mountain retreat,
23 Then boomeranged their evil back
on them: for their evil ways he wiped
them out, our GOD cleaned them out for
good.

95 1 Come, let's shout praises to
GOD, raise the roof for the Rock

who saved us!
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2 Let's march into his presence singing
praises, li ing the ra ers with our
hymns!
3And why? Because GOD is the best,
High King over all the gods.
4 In one hand he holds deep caves and
caverns, in the other hand grasps the
high mountains.
5He made Ocean--he owns it! His
hands sculpted Earth!
6 So come, let us worship: bow before
him, on your knees before GOD, who
made us!
7Oh yes, he's our God, and we're the
people he pastures, the flock he feeds.
Drop everything and listen, listen as he
speaks:
8 "Don't turn a deaf ear as in the Bi er
Uprising, As on the day of theWilderness
Test,
9when your ancestors turned and put
me to the test.
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10 For forty years they watched me
at work among them, as over and
over they tried my pa ence. And I was
provoked--oh, was I provoked! 'Can't
they keep their minds on God for five
minutes? Do they simply refuse to walk
down my road?'
11 Exasperated, I exploded, 'They'll
never get where they're headed, never
be able to sit down and rest.'"

96 1 Sing GOD a brand-new song!
Earth and everyone in it, sing!

2 Sing to GOD--[worship] GOD! Shout
the news of his victory from sea to sea,
3 Take the news of his glory to the lost,
News of his wonders to one and all!
4 For GOD is great, and worth a
thousand Hallelujahs. His terrible beauty
makes the gods look cheap;
5 Pagan gods are mere ta ers and rags.
GOD made the heavens--
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6 Royal splendor radiates from him, A
powerful beauty sets him apart.
7 Bravo, GOD, Bravo! Everyone join in
the great shout: Encore! In awe before
the beauty, in awe before the might.
8 Bring gi s and celebrate,
9 Bow before the beauty of GOD, Then
to your knees--everyone worship!
10Get out the message--GOD Rules! He
put the world on a firm founda on; He
treats everyone fair and square.
11 Let's hear it from Sky, With Earth
joining in, And a huge round of applause
from Sea.
12 Let Wilderness turn cartwheels,
Animals, come dance, Put every tree of
the forest in the choir--
13An extravaganza before GOD as he
comes, As he comes to set everything
right on earth, Set everything right, treat
everyone fair.



PSALMS 97 205

97 1GOD rules: [there's] something
to shout over! On the double,

mainlands and islands--celebrate!
2 Bright clouds and storm clouds circle
'round him; Right and jus ce anchor his
rule.
3 Fire blazes out before him, Flaming
high up the craggy mountains.
4His lightnings light up the world;
Earth, wide-eyed, trembles in fear.
5 The mountains take one look at GOD
And melt, melt like wax before earth's
Lord.
6 The heavens announce that he'll set
everything right, And everyone will see
it happen--glorious!
7All who serve handcra ed gods will be
sorry--And they were so proud of their
ragamuffin gods! On your knees, all you
gods--worship him!
8And Zion, you listen and take heart!
Daughters of Zion, sing your hearts out:
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GOD has done it all, has set everything
right.
9 You, GOD, are High God of the cosmos,
Far, far higher than any of the gods.
10GOD loves all who hate evil, And
those who love him he keeps safe,
Snatches them from the grip of the
wicked.
11 Light-seeds are planted in the souls
of God's people, Joy-seeds are planted
in good heart-soil.
12 So, God's people, shout praise to
GOD, Give thanks to our Holy God!

98 1 Sing to GOD a brand-new song.
He's made a world of wonders!

He rolled up his sleeves, He set things
right.
2GOD made history with salva on, He
showed the world what he could do.
3He remembered to love us, a bonus To
his dear family, Israel--indefa gable love.
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The whole earth comes to a en on.
Look--God's work of salva on!
4 Shout your praises to GOD, everybody!
Let loose and sing! Strike up the band!
5 Round up an orchestra to play for
GOD, Add on a hundred-voice choir.
6 Feature trumpets and big trombones,
Fill the air with praises to King GOD.
7 Let the sea and its fish give a round
of applause, With everything living on
earth joining in.
8 Let ocean breakers call out, "Encore!"
And mountains harmonize the finale--
9A tribute to GOD when he comes,
When he comes to set the earth right.
He'll straighten out the whole world,
He'll put the world right, and everyone
in it.

99 1GOD rules. On your toes,
everybody! He rules from his

angel throne--take no ce!
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2GOD looms majes c in Zion, He
towers in splendor over all the big
names.
3Great and terrible your beauty: let
everyone praise you! Holy. Yes, holy.
4 Strong King, lover of jus ce, You laid
things out fair and square; You set down
the founda ons in Jacob, Founda on
stones of just and right ways.
5Honor GOD, our God; worship his
rule! Holy. Yes, holy.
6Moses and Aaron were his priests,
Samuel among those who prayed to him.
They prayed to GOD and he answered
them;
7He spoke from the pillar of cloud. And
they did what he said; they kept the law
he gave them.
8And then GOD, our God, answered
them (But you were never so on their
sins).
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9 Li high GOD, our God; worship at his
holy mountain. Holy. Yes, holy is GOD
our God.

100 1On your feet now--applaud
GOD!

2 Bring a gi of laughter, sing yourselves
into his presence.
3 Know this: GOD is God, and God, GOD.
He made us; we didn't make him. We're
his people, his well-tended sheep.
4 Enter with the password: "Thank
you!" Make yourselves at home, talking
praise. Thank him. Worship him.
5 For GOD is sheer beauty, all-generous
in love, loyal always and ever.

101 1My theme song is God's love
and jus ce, and I'm singing it

right to you, GOD.
2 I'm finding my way down the road
of right living, but how long before
you show up? I'm doing the very best I
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can, and I'm doing it at home, where it
counts.
3 I refuse to take a second look at
corrup ng people and degrading things.
I reject made-in-Canaan gods, stay clear
of contamina on.
4 The crooked in heart keep their
distance; I refuse to shake hands with
those who plan evil.
5 I put a gag on the gossip who
bad-mouths his neighbor; I can't stand
arrogance.
6 But I have my eye on salt-of-the-earth
people--they're the ones I want working
with me; Men and women on the
straight and narrow--these are the ones
I want at my side.
7 But no one who traffics in lies gets
a job with me; I have no pa ence with
liars. I've rounded up all the wicked like
ca le and herded them right out of the
country.
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8 I purged GOD's city of all who make a
business of evil.

102 1GOD, listen! Listen to my
prayer, listen to the pain in my

cries.
2Don't turn your back on me just when
I need you so desperately. Pay a en on!
This is a cry for [help]! And hurry--this
can't wait!
3 I'm was ng away to nothing, I'm
burning up with fever.
4 I'm a ghost of my former self,
half-consumed already by terminal
illness.
5My jaws ache from gri ng my teeth;
I'm nothing but skin and bones.
6 I'm like a buzzard in the desert, a crow
perched on the rubble.
7 Insomniac, I twi er away, mournful as
a sparrow in the gu er.
8All day long my enemies taunt me,
while others just curse.
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9 They bring in meals--casseroles of
ashes! I draw drink from a barrel of my
tears.
10And all because of your furious
anger; you swept me up and threw me
out.
11 There's nothing le of me--a
withered weed, swept clean from the
path.
12 Yet you, GOD, are sovereign s ll,
always and ever sovereign.
13 You'll get up from your throne and
help Zion--it's me for compassionate
help.
14Oh, how your servants love this city's
rubble and weep with compassion over
its dust!
15 The godless na ons will sit up and
take no ce--see your glory, worship your
name--
16When GOD rebuilds Zion, when he
shows up in all his glory,
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17When he a ends to the prayer of the
wretched. He won't dismiss their prayer.
18Write this down for the next
genera on so people not yet born will
praise GOD:
19 "GOD looked out from his high holy
place; from heaven he surveyed the
earth.
20He listened to the groans of the
doomed, he opened the doors of their
death cells."
21Write it so the story can be told in
Zion, so GOD's praise will be sung in
Jerusalem's streets
22And wherever people gather
together along with their rulers to
worship him.
23GOD sovereignly brought me to my
knees, he cut me down in my prime.
24 "Oh, don't," I prayed, "please don't
let me die. You have more years than
you know what to do with!
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25 You laid earth's founda ons a long
me ago, and handcra ed the very

heavens;
26 You'll s ll be around when they're
long gone, threadbare and discarded like
an old suit of clothes. You'll throw them
away like a worn-out coat,
27 but year a er year you're as good as
new.
28 Your servants' children will have a
good place to live and their children will
be at home with you."

103 1O my soul, bless GOD. From
head to toe, I'll bless his holy

name!
2O my soul, bless GOD, don't forget a
single blessing!
3He forgives your sins--every one. He
heals your diseases--every one.
4He redeems you from hell--saves
your life! He crowns you with love and
mercy--a paradise crown.
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5He wraps you in goodness--beauty
eternal. He renews your youth--you're
always young in his presence.
6GOD makes everything come out
right; he puts vic ms back on their feet.
7He showed Moses how he went about
his work, opened up his plans to all
Israel.
8GOD is sheer mercy and grace; not
easily angered, he's rich in love.
9He doesn't endlessly nag and scold,
nor hold grudges forever.
10He doesn't treat us as our sins
deserve, nor pay us back in full for our
wrongs.
11As high as heaven is over the earth,
so strong is his love to those who fear
him.
12And as far as sunrise is from sunset,
he has separated us from our sins.
13As parents feel for their children,
GOD feels for those who fear him.
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14He knows us inside and out, keeps in
mind that we're made of mud.
15Men and women don't live very
long; like wildflowers they spring up and
blossom,
16 But a storm snuffs them out just as
quickly, leaving nothing to show they
were here.
17GOD's love, though, is ever and
always, eternally present to all who fear
him, Making everything right for them
and their children
18 as they follow his Covenant ways and
remember to do whatever he said.
19GOD has set his throne in heaven; he
rules over us all. He's the King!
20 So bless GOD, you angels, ready and
able to fly at his bidding, quick to hear
and do what he says.
21 Bless GOD, all you armies of angels,
alert to respond to whatever he wills.
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22 Bless GOD, all creatures, wherever
you are--everything and everyone made
by GOD. And you, O my soul, bless GOD!

104 1O my soul, bless GOD! GOD,
my God, how great you are!

beau fully, gloriously robed,
2Dressed up in sunshine, and all heaven
stretched out for your tent.
3 You built your palace on the ocean
deeps, made a chariot out of clouds and
took off on wind-wings.
4 You commandeered winds as
messengers, appointed fire and flame as
ambassadors.
5 You set earth on a firm founda on so
that nothing can shake it, ever.
6 You blanketed earth with ocean,
covered the mountains with deep
waters;
7 Then you roared and the water ran
away--your thunder crash put it to flight.
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8Mountains pushed up, valleys spread
out in the places you assigned them.
9 You set boundaries between earth and
sea; never again will earth be flooded.
10 You started the springs and rivers,
sent them flowing among the hills.
11All the wild animals now drink their
fill, wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12Along the riverbanks the birds build
nests, ravens make their voices heard.
13 You water the mountains from your
heavenly cisterns; earth is supplied with
plenty of water.
14 You make grass grow for the
livestock, hay for the animals that plow
the ground. Oh yes, God brings grain
from the land,
15wine to make people happy, Their
faces glowing with health, a people
well-fed and hearty.
16GOD's trees are well-watered--the
Lebanon cedars he planted.
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17 Birds build their nests in those trees;
look--the stork at home in the treetop.
18Mountain goats climb about the
cliffs; badgers burrow among the rocks.
19 The moon keeps track of the seasons,
the sun is in charge of each day.
20When it's dark and night takes over,
all the forest creatures come out.
21 The young lions roar for their prey,
clamoring to God for their supper.
22When the sun comes up, they vanish,
lazily stretched out in their dens.
23Meanwhile, men and women go out
to work, busy at their jobs un l evening.
24What a wildly wonderful world, GOD!
You made it all, with Wisdom at your
side, made earth overflow with your
wonderful crea ons.
25Oh, look--the deep, wide sea,
brimming with fish past coun ng,
sardines and sharks and salmon.
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26 Ships plow those waters, and
Leviathan, your pet dragon, romps in
them.
27All the creatures look expectantly to
you to give them their meals on me.
28 You come, and they gather around;
you open your hand and they eat from
it.
29 If you turned your back, they'd die in
a minute--Take back your Spirit and they
die, revert to original mud;
30 Send out your Spirit and they spring
to life--the whole countryside in bloom
and blossom.
31 The glory of GOD--let it last forever!
Let GOD enjoy his crea on!
32He takes one look at earth and
triggers an earthquake, points a finger at
the mountains, and volcanoes erupt.
33Oh, let me sing to GOD all my life
long, sing hymns to my God as long as I
live!
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34Oh, let my song please him; I'm so
pleased to be singing to GOD.
35 But clear the ground of sinners--no
more godless men and women! O my
soul, bless GOD!

105 1Hallelujah! Thank GOD! Pray
to him by name! Tell everyone

you meet what he has done!
2 Sing him songs, belt out hymns,
translate his wonders into music!
3Honor his holy name with Hallelujahs,
you who seek GOD. Live a happy life!
4 Keep your eyes open for GOD, watch
for his works; be alert for signs of his
presence.
5 Remember the world of wonders he
has made, his miracles, and the verdicts
he's rendered--
6O seed of Abraham, his servant, O
child of Jacob, his chosen.
7He's GOD, our God, in charge of the
whole earth.
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8And he remembers, remembers his
Covenant--for a thousand genera ons
he's been as good as his word.
9 It's the Covenant he made with
Abraham, the same oath he swore to
Isaac,
10 The very statute he established with
Jacob, the eternal Covenant with Israel,
11Namely, "I give you the land. Canaan
is your hill-country inheritance."
12When they didn't count for much, a
mere handful, and strangers at that,
13Wandering from country to country,
dri ing from pillar to post,
14He permi ed no one to abuse them.
He told kings to keep their hands off:
15 "Don't you dare lay a hand on my
anointed, don't hurt a hair on the heads
of my prophets."
16 Then he called down a famine on
the country, he broke every last blade of
wheat.
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17 But he sent a man on ahead: Joseph,
sold as a slave.
18 They put cruel chains on his ankles,
an iron collar around his neck,
19Un l God's word came to the
Pharaoh, and GOD confirmed his
promise.
20God sent the king to release him. The
Pharaoh set Joseph free;
21He appointed him master of his
palace, put him in charge of all his
business
22 To personally instruct his princes and
train his advisors in wisdom.
23 Then Israel entered Egypt, Jacob
immigrated to the Land of Ham.
24God gave his people lots of babies;
soon their numbers alarmed their foes.
25He turned the Egyp ans against his
people; they abused and cheated God's
servants.
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26 Then he sent his servant Moses, and
Aaron, whom he also chose.
27 They worked marvels in that spiritual
wasteland, miracles in the Land of Ham.
28He spoke, "Darkness!" and it turned
dark--they couldn't see what they were
doing.
29He turned all their water to blood so
that all their fish died;
30He made frogs swarm through the
land, even into the king's bedroom;
31He gave the word and flies swarmed,
gnats filled the air.
32He subs tuted hail for rain, he
stabbed their land with lightning;
33He wasted their vines and fig
trees, smashed their groves of trees to
splinters;
34With a word he brought in locusts,
millions of locusts, armies of locusts;
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35 They consumed every blade of grass
in the country and picked the ground
clean of produce;
36He struck down every firstborn in the
land, the first fruits of their virile powers.
37He led Israel out, their arms filled
with loot, and not one among his tribes
even stumbled.
38 Egypt was glad to have them go--they
were scared to death of them.
39God spread a cloud to keep them
cool through the day and a fire to light
their way through the night;
40 They prayed and he brought quail,
filled them with the bread of heaven;
41He opened the rock and water
poured out; it flowed like a river through
that desert--
42All because he remembered his
Covenant, his promise to Abraham, his
servant.
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43 Remember this! He led his people
out singing for joy; his chosen people
marched, singing their hearts out!
44He made them a gi of the country
they entered, helped them seize the
wealth of the na ons
45 So they could do everything he told
them--could follow his instruc ons to
the le er. Hallelujah!

106 1Hallelujah! Thank GOD! And
why? Because he's good,

because his love lasts.
2 But who on earth can do it--declaim
GOD's mighty acts, broadcast all his
praises?
3 You're one happy man when you do
what's right, one happy woman when
you form the habit of jus ce.
4 Remember me, GOD, when you enjoy
your people; include me when you save
them;
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5 I want to see your chosen succeed,
celebrate with your celebra ng na on,
join the Hallelujahs of your pride and
joy!
6We've sinned a lot, both we and our
parents; We've fallen short, hurt a lot of
people.
7A er our parents le Egypt, they took
your wonders for granted, forgot your
great and wonderful love. They were
barely beyond the Red Sea when they
defied the High God
8 --the very place he saved them!--the
place he revealed his amazing power!
9He rebuked the Red Sea so that it
dried up on the spot--he paraded them
right through!--no one so much as got
wet feet!
10He saved them from a life of
oppression, pried them loose from the
grip of the enemy.
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11 Then the waters flowed back on
their oppressors; there wasn't a single
survivor.
12 [Then] they believed his words were
true and broke out in songs of praise.
13 But it wasn't long before they forgot
the whole thing, wouldn't wait to be told
what to do.
14 They only cared about pleasing
themselves in that desert, provoked God
with their insistent demands.
15He gave them exactly what they
asked for--but along with it they got an
empty heart.
16One day in camp some grew jealous
of Moses, also of Aaron, holy priest of
GOD.
17 The ground opened and swallowed
Dathan, then buried Abiram's gang.
18 Fire flared against that rebel crew
and torched them to a cinder.
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19 They cast in metal a bull calf at Horeb
and worshiped the statue they'd made.
20 They traded the Glory for a cheap
piece of sculpture--a grass-chewing bull!
21 They forgot God, their very own
Savior, who turned things around in
Egypt,
22Who created a world of wonders in
the Land of Ham, who gave that stunning
performance at the Red Sea.
23 Fed up, God decided to get rid of
them--and except for Moses, his chosen,
he would have. But Moses stood in
the gap and deflected God's anger,
prevented it from destroying them
u erly.
24 They went on to reject the Blessed
Land, didn't believe a word of what God
promised.
25 They found fault with the life they
had and turned a deaf ear to GOD's
voice.
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26 Exasperated, God swore that he'd lay
them low in the desert,
27 Sca ering their children hither and
yon, strewing them all over the earth.
28 Then they linked up with Baal Peor,
a ending funeral banquets and ea ng
idol food.
29 That made God so angry that a
plague spread through their ranks;
30 Phinehas stood up and pled their
case and the plague was stopped.
31 This was counted to his credit; his
descendants will never forget it.
32 They angered God again at Meribah
Springs; this me Moses got mixed up in
their evil;
33 Because they defied GOD yet again,
Moses exploded and lost his temper.
34 They didn't wipe out those godless
cultures as ordered by GOD;
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35 Instead they intermarried with the
heathen, and in me became just like
them.
36 They worshiped their idols, were
caught in the trap of idols.
37 They sacrificed their sons and
daughters at the altars of demon gods.
38 They slit the throats of their babies,
murdered their infant girls and boys.
They offered their babies to Canaan's
gods; the blood of their babies stained
the land.
39 Their way of life stank to high heaven;
they lived like whores.
40And GOD was furious--a wildfire
anger; he couldn't stand even to look at
his people.
41He turned them over to the heathen
so that the people who hated them
ruled them.
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42 Their enemies made life hard for
them; they were tyrannized under that
rule.
43Over and over God rescued them,
but they never learned--un l finally their
sins destroyed them.
44 S ll, when God saw the trouble they
were in and heard their cries for help,
45He remembered his Covenant with
them, and, immense with love, took
them by the hand.
46He poured out his mercy on them
while their captors looked on, amazed.
47 Save us, GOD, our God! Gather us
back out of exile So we can give thanks
to your holy name and join in the glory
when you are praised!
48 Blessed be GOD, Israel's God! Bless
now, bless always! Oh! Let everyone say
Amen! Hallelujah!

107 1Oh, thank GOD--he's so
good! His love never runs out.
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2All of you set free by GOD, tell the
world! Tell how he freed you from
oppression,
3 Then rounded you up from all over
the place, from the four winds, from the
seven seas.
4 Some of you wandered for years in
the desert, looking but not finding a
good place to live,
5Half-starved and parched with thirst,
staggering and stumbling, on the brink
of exhaus on.
6 Then, in your desperate condi on,
you called out to GOD. He got you out in
the nick of me;
7He put your feet on a wonderful road
that took you straight to a good place to
live.
8 So thank GOD for his marvelous love,
for his miracle mercy to the children he
loves.
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9He poured great draughts of water
down parched throats; the starved and
hungry got plenty to eat.
10 Some of you were locked in a dark
cell, cruelly confined behind bars,
11 Punished for defying God's Word,
for turning your back on the High God's
counsel--
12A hard sentence, and your hearts so
heavy, and not a soul in sight to help.
13 Then you called out to GOD in your
desperate condi on; he got you out in
the nick of me.
14He led you out of your dark, dark cell,
broke open the jail and led you out.
15 So thank GOD for his marvelous love,
for his miracle mercy to the children he
loves;
16He sha ered the heavy jailhouse
doors, he snapped the prison bars like
matchs cks!
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17 Some of you were sick because you'd
lived a bad life, your bodies feeling the
effects of your sin;
18 You couldn't stand the sight of food,
so miserable you thought you'd be
be er off dead.
19 Then you called out to GOD in your
desperate condi on; he got you out in
the nick of me.
20He spoke the word that healed you,
that pulled you back from the brink of
death.
21 So thank GOD for his marvelous love,
for his miracle mercy to the children he
loves;
22Offer thanksgiving sacrifices, tell the
world what he's done--sing it out!
23 Some of you set sail in big ships; you
put to sea to do business in faraway
ports.
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24Out at sea you saw GOD in ac on,
saw his breathtaking ways with the
ocean:
25With a word he called up the
wind--an ocean storm, towering waves!
26 You shot high in the sky, then the
bo om dropped out; your hearts were
stuck in your throats.
27 You were spun like a top, you reeled
like a drunk, you didn't know which end
was up.
28 Then you called out to GOD in your
desperate condi on; he got you out in
the nick of me.
29He quieted the wind down to a
whisper, put a muzzle on all the big
waves.
30And you were so glad when the
storm died down, and he led you safely
back to harbor.
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31 So thank GOD for his marvelous love,
for his miracle mercy to the children he
loves.
32 Li high your praises when the
people assemble, shout Hallelujah when
the elders meet!
33GOD turned rivers into wasteland,
springs of water into sunbaked mud;
34 Luscious orchards became alkali flats
because of the evil of the people who
lived there.
35 Then he changed wasteland into
fresh pools of water, arid earth into
springs of water,
36 Brought in the hungry and se led
them there; they moved in--what a great
place to live!
37 They sowed the fields, they planted
vineyards, they reaped a boun ful
harvest.
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38He blessed them and they prospered
greatly; their herds of ca le never
decreased.
39 But abuse and evil and trouble
declined
40 as he heaped scorn on princes and
sent them away. He gave the poor a safe
place to live,
41 treated their clans like well-cared-for
sheep.
42Good people see this and are glad;
bad people are speechless, stopped in
their tracks.
43 If you are really wise, you'll think this
over--it's me you appreciated GOD's
deep love.

108 1 I'm ready, God, so ready,
ready from head to toe. Ready

to sing, ready to raise a God-song:
2 "Wake, soul! Wake, lute! Wake up,
you sleepyhead sun!"
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3 I'm thanking you, GOD, out in the
streets, singing your praises in town and
country.
4 The deeper your love, the higher
it goes; every cloud's a flag to your
faithfulness.
5 Soar high in the skies, O God! Cover
the whole earth with your glory!
6And for the sake of the one you love so
much, reach down and help me--answer
me!
7 That's when God spoke in holy
splendor: "Brimming over with joy, I
make a present of Shechem, I hand out
Succoth Valley as a gi .
8Gilead's in my pocket, to say nothing
of Manasseh. Ephraim's my hard hat,
Judah my hammer.
9Moab's a scrub bucket--I mop the
floor with Moab, Spit on Edom, rain
fireworks all over Philis a."
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10Who will take me to the thick of
the fight? Who'll show me the road to
Edom?
11 You aren't giving up on us, are you,
God? refusing to go out with our troops?
12Give us help for the hard task; human
help is worthless.
13 In God we'll do our very best; he'll
fla en the opposi on for good.

109 1My God, don't turn a deaf
ear to my hallelujah prayer.

2 Liars are pouring out invec ve on me;
Their lying tongues are like a pack of
dogs out to get me,
3 barking their hate, nipping my
heels--and for no reason!
4 I loved them and now they slander
me--yes, me!--and treat my prayer like a
crime;
5 They return my good with evil, they
return my love with hate.
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6 Send the Evil One to accuse my
accusing judge; dispatch Satan to
prosecute him.
7When he's judged, let the verdict
be, "Guilty," and when he prays, let his
prayer turn to sin.
8Give him a short life, and give his job
to somebody else.
9Make orphans of his children, dress
his wife in widow's weeds;
10 Turn his children into begging
street urchins, evicted from their
homes--homeless.
11May the bank foreclose and wipe him
out, and strangers, like vultures, pick him
clean.
12May there be no one around to
help him out, no one willing to give his
orphans a break.
13 Chop down his family tree so that
nobody even remembers his name.
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14 But erect a memorial to the sin of his
father, and make sure his mother's name
is there, too--
15 Their sins recorded forever before
GOD, but they themselves sunk in
oblivion.
16 That's all he deserves since he was
never once kind, hounded the afflicted
and heartbroken to their graves.
17 Since he loved cursing so much, let
curses rain down; Since he had no taste
for blessing, let blessings flee far from
him.
18He dressed up in curses like a fine
suit of clothes; he drank curses, took his
baths in curses.
19 So give him a gi --a costume of
curses; he can wear curses every day of
the week!
20 That's what they'll get, those out to
get me--an avalanche of just deserts
from GOD.
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21Oh, GOD, my Lord, step in; work a
miracle for me--you can do it! Get me
out of here--your love is so great!--
22 I'm at the end of my rope, my life in
ruins.
23 I'm fading away to nothing, passing
away, my youth gone, old before my
me.
24 I'm weak from hunger and can hardly
stand up, my body a rack of skin and
bones.
25 I'm a joke in poor taste to those who
see me; they take one look and shake
their heads.
26Help me, oh help me, GOD, my God,
save me through your wonderful love;
27 Then they'll know that your hand is in
this, that you, GOD, have been at work.
28 Let them curse all they want; [you]
do the blessing.
29 Let them be jeered by the crowd
when they stand up, followed by cheers
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for me, your servant. Dress my accusers
in clothes dirty with shame, discarded
and humilia ng old ragbag clothes.
30My mouth's full of great praise
for GOD, I'm singing his hallelujahs
surrounded by crowds,
31 For he's always at hand to take the
side of the needy, to rescue a life from
the unjust judge.

110 1 The word of GOD to my Lord:
"Sit alongside me here on my

throne un l I make your enemies a stool
for your feet."
2 You were forged a strong scepter
by GOD of Zion; now rule, though
surrounded by enemies!
3 Your people will freely join you,
resplendent in holy armor on the great
day of your conquest, Join you at the
fresh break of day, join you with all the
vigor of youth.
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4GOD gave his word and he won't take
it back: you're the permanent priest, the
Melchizedek priest.
5 The Lord stands true at your side,
crushing kings in his terrible wrath,
6 Bringing judgment on the na ons,
handing out convic ons wholesale,
crushing opposi on across the wide
earth.
7 The King-Maker put his King on the
throne; the True King rules with head
held high!

111 1Hallelujah! I give thanks
to GOD with everything I've

got--Wherever good people gather, and
in the congrega on.
2GOD's works are so great, worth A
life me of study--endless enjoyment!
3 Splendor and beauty mark his cra ;
His generosity never gives out.
4His miracles are his memorial--This
GOD of Grace, this GOD of Love.
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5He gave food to those who fear him,
He remembered to keep his ancient
promise.
6He proved to his people that he could
do what he said: Hand them the na ons
on a pla er--a gi !
7He manufactures truth and jus ce; All
his products are guaranteed to last--
8Never out-of-date, never obsolete,
rust-proof. All that he makes and does is
honest and true:
9He paid the ransom for his people,
He ordered his Covenant kept forever.
He's so personal and holy, worthy of our
respect.
10 The good life begins in the fear
of GOD--Do that and you'll know the
blessing of GOD. His Hallelujah lasts
forever!

112 1Hallelujah! Blessed man,
blessed woman, who fear
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GOD, Who cherish and relish his
commandments,
2 Their children robust on the earth,
And the homes of the upright--how
blessed!
3 Their houses brim with wealth And a
generosity that never runs dry.
4 Sunrise breaks through the darkness
for good people--God's grace and mercy
and jus ce!
5 The good person is generous and
lends lavishly;
6No shuffling or stumbling around for
this one, But a sterling and solid and
las ng reputa on.
7Unfazed by rumor and gossip, Heart
ready, trus ng in GOD,
8 Spirit firm, unperturbed, Ever blessed,
relaxed among enemies,
9 They lavish gi s on the poor--A
generosity that goes on, and on, and on.
An honored life! A beau ful life!
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10 Someone wicked takes one look
and rages, Blusters away but ends up
speechless. There's nothing to the
dreams of the wicked. Nothing.

113 1Hallelujah! You who serve
GOD, praise GOD! Just to

speak his name is praise!
2 Just to remember GOD is a blessing--
now and tomorrow and always.
3 From east to west, from dawn to dusk,
keep li ing all your praises to GOD!
4GOD is higher than anything and
anyone, outshining everything you can
see in the skies.
5Who can compare with GOD, our God,
so majes cally enthroned,
6 Surveying his magnificent heavens
and earth?
7He picks up the poor from out of the
dirt, rescues the wretched who've been
thrown out with the trash,
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8 Seats them among the honored
guests, a place of honor among the
brightest and best.
9He gives childless couples a family,
gives them joy as the parents of children.
Hallelujah!

114 1A er Israel le Egypt, the
clan of Jacob le those

barbarians behind;
2 Judah became holy land for him, Israel
the place of holy rule.
3 Sea took one look and ran the other
way; River Jordan turned around and ran
off.
4 The mountains turned playful and
skipped like rams, the hills frolicked like
spring lambs.
5What's wrong with you, Sea, that you
ran away? and you, River Jordan, that
you turned and ran off?
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6And mountains, why did you skip like
rams? and you, hills, frolic like spring
lambs?
7 Tremble, Earth! You're in the Lord's
presence! in the presence of Jacob's
God.
8He turned the rock into a pool of
cool water, turned flint into fresh spring
water.

115 1Not for our sake, GOD, no,
not for our sake, but for your

name's sake, show your glory. Do it on
account of your merciful love, do it on
account of your faithful ways.
2Do it so none of the na ons can say,
"Where now, oh where is their God?"
3Our God is in heaven doing whatever
he wants to do.
4 Their gods are metal and wood,
handmade in a basement shop:
5 Carved mouths that can't talk, painted
eyes that can't see,
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6 Tin ears that can't hear, molded noses
that can't smell,
7Hands that can't grasp, feet that can't
walk or run, throats that never u er a
sound.
8 Those who make them have become
just like them, have become just like the
gods they trust.
9 But you, Israel: put your trust in
GOD!--trust your Helper! trust your
Ruler!
10 Clan of Aaron, trust in GOD!--trust
your Helper! trust your Ruler!
11 You who fear GOD, trust in GOD!--
trust your Helper! trust your Ruler!
12O GOD, remember us and bless us,
bless the families of Israel and Aaron.
13And let GOD bless all who fear
GOD--bless the small, bless the great.
14Oh, let GOD enlarge your families-
-giving growth to you, growth to your
children.
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15May you be blessed by GOD, by GOD,
who made heaven and earth.
16 The heaven of heavens is for GOD,
but he put us in charge of the earth.
17Dead people can't praise GOD--not a
word to be heard from those buried in
the ground.
18 But we bless GOD, oh yes--we
bless him now, we bless him always!
Hallelujah!

116 1 I love GOD because he
listened to me, listened as I

begged for mercy.
2He listened so intently as I laid out my
case before him.
3Death stared me in the face, hell was
hard on my heels. Up against it, I didn't
know which way to turn;
4 then I called out to GOD for help:
"Please, GOD!" I cried out. "Save my
life!"
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5GOD is gracious--it is he who makes
things right, our most compassionate
God.
6GOD takes the side of the helpless;
when I was at the end of my rope, he
saved me.
7 I said to myself, "Relax and rest. GOD
has showered you with blessings.
8 Soul, you've been rescued from
death; Eye, you've been rescued from
tears; And you, Foot, were kept from
stumbling."
9 I'm striding in the presence of GOD,
alive in the land of the living!
10 I stayed faithful, though bedeviled,
and despite a ton of bad luck,
11Despite giving up on the human race,
saying, "They're all liars and cheats."
12What can I give back to GOD for the
blessings he's poured out on me?
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13 I'll li high the cup of salva on--a
toast to GOD! I'll pray in the name of
GOD;
14 I'll complete what I promised GOD I'd
do, and I'll do it together with his people.
15When they arrive at the gates of
death, GOD welcomes those who love
him.
16Oh, GOD, here I am, your servant,
your faithful servant: set me free for
your service!
17 I'm ready to offer the thanksgiving
sacrifice and pray in the name of GOD.
18 I'll complete what I promised GOD
I'd do, and I'll do it in company with his
people,
19 In the place of worship, in GOD's
house, in Jerusalem, GOD's city.
Hallelujah!

117 1 Praise GOD, everybody!
Applaud GOD, all people!
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2His love has taken over our lives;
GOD's faithful ways are eternal.
Hallelujah!

118 1 Thank GOD because he's
good, because his love never

quits.
2 Tell the world, Israel, "His love never
quits."
3And you, clan of Aaron, tell the world,
"His love never quits."
4And you who fear GOD, join in, "His
love never quits."
5 Pushed to the wall, I called to
GOD; from the wide open spaces, he
answered.
6GOD's now at my side and I'm not
afraid; who would dare lay a hand on
me?
7GOD's my strong champion; I flick off
my enemies like flies.
8 Far be er to take refuge in GOD than
trust in people;
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9 Far be er to take refuge in GOD than
trust in celebri es.
10Hemmed in by barbarians, in GOD's
name I rubbed their faces in the dirt;
11Hemmed in and with no way out, in
GOD's name I rubbed their faces in the
dirt;
12 Like swarming bees, like wild prairie
fire, they hemmed me in; in GOD's name
I rubbed their faces in the dirt.
13 I was right on the cliff-edge, ready to
fall, when GOD grabbed and held me.
14GOD's my strength, he's also my
song, and now he's my salva on.
15Hear the shouts, hear the triumph
songs in the camp of the saved? "The
hand of GOD has turned the de!
16 The hand of GOD is raised in victory!
The hand of GOD has turned the de!"
17 I didn't die. I [lived]! And now I'm
telling the world what GOD did.
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18GOD tested me, he pushed me hard,
but he didn't hand me over to Death.
19 Swing wide the city gates--the
[righteous] gates! I'll walk right through
and thank GOD!
20 This Temple Gate belongs to GOD, so
the victors can enter and praise.
21 Thank you for responding to me;
you've truly become my salva on!
22 The stone the masons discarded as
flawed is now the capstone!
23 This is GOD's work. We rub our
eyes--we can hardly believe it!
24 This is the very day GOD acted--let's
celebrate and be fes ve!
25 Salva on now, GOD. Salva on now!
Oh yes, GOD--a free and full life!
26 Blessed are you who enter in GOD's
name--from GOD's house we bless you!
27GOD is God, he has bathed us in light.
Festoon the shrine with garlands, hang
colored banners above the altar!
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28 You're my God, and I thank you. O my
God, I li high your praise.
29 Thank GOD--he's so good. His love
never quits!

119 1 You're blessed when you stay
on course, walking steadily on

the road revealed by GOD.
2 You're blessed when you follow his
direc ons, doing your best to find him.
3 That's right--you don't go off on your
own; you walk straight along the road he
set.
4 You, GOD, prescribed the right way to
live; now you expect us to live it.
5Oh, that my steps might be steady,
keeping to the course you set;
6 Then I'd never have any regrets in
comparing my life with your counsel.
7 I thank you for speaking straight from
your heart; I learn the pa ern of your
righteous ways.
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8 I'm going to do what you tell me to
do; don't ever walk off and leave me.
9How can a young person live a clean
life? By carefully reading the map of your
Word.
10 I'm single-minded in pursuit of you;
don't let me miss the road signs you've
posted.
11 I've banked your promises in the
vault of my heart so I won't sin myself
bankrupt.
12 Be blessed, GOD; train me in your
ways of wise living.
13 I'll transfer to my lips all the counsel
that comes from your mouth;
14 I delight far more in what you tell me
about living than in gathering a pile of
riches.
15 I ponder every morsel of wisdom
from you, I a en vely watch how you've
done it.
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16 I relish everything you've told me of
life, I won't forget a word of it.
17 Be generous with me and I'll live a
full life; not for a minute will I take my
eyes off your road.
18Open my eyes so I can see what you
show me of your miracle-wonders.
19 I'm a stranger in these parts; give me
clear direc ons.
20My soul is starved and hungry,
ravenous!--insa able for your nourishing
commands.
21And those who think they know
so much, ignoring everything you tell
them--let them have it!
22Don't let them mock and humiliate
me; I've been careful to do just what you
said.
23While bad neighbors maliciously
gossip about me, I'm absorbed in
pondering your wise counsel.
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24 Yes, your sayings on life are what give
me delight; I listen to them as to good
neighbors!
25 I'm feeling terrible--I couldn't feel
worse! Get me on my feet again. You
promised, remember?
26When I told my story, you responded;
train me well in your deep wisdom.
27Help me understand these things
inside and out so I can ponder your
miracle-wonders.
28My sad life's dilapidated, a falling-
down barn; build me up again by your
Word.
29 Barricade the road that goes
Nowhere; grace me with your clear
revela on.
30 I choose the true road to Somewhere,
I post your road signs at every curve and
corner.
31 I grasp and cling to whatever you tell
me; GOD, don't let me down!
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32 I'll run the course you lay out for me
if you'll just show me how.
33GOD, teach me lessons for living so I
can stay the course.
34Give me insight so I can do what
you tell me--my whole life one long,
obedient response.
35Guide me down the road of your
commandments; I love traveling this
freeway!
36Give me a bent for your words of
wisdom, and not for piling up loot.
37Divertmy eyes from toys and trinkets,
invigorate me on the pilgrim way.
38Affirm your promises to me--
promises made to all who fear you.
39Deflect the harsh words of my
cri cs--but what you say is always so
good.
40 See how hungry I am for your
counsel; preserve my life through your
righteous ways!



PSALMS 119 263
41 Let your love, GOD, shape my life
with salva on, exactly as you promised;
42 Then I'll be able to stand up to
mockery because I trusted your Word.
43Don't ever deprive me of truth, not
ever--your commandments are what I
depend on.
44Oh, I'll guard with my life what you've
revealed to me, guard it now, guard it
ever;
45And I'll stride freely through wide
open spaces as I look for your truth and
your wisdom;
46 Then I'll tell the world what I
find, speak out boldly in public,
unembarrassed.
47 I cherish your commandments--oh,
how I love them!--
48 relishing every fragment of your
counsel.
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49 Remember what you said to me,
your servant--I hang on to these words
for dear life!
50 These words hold me up in bad
mes; yes, your promises rejuvenate

me.
51 The insolent ridicule me without
mercy, but I don't budge from your
revela on.
52 I watch for your ancient landmark
words, and know I'm on the right track.
53 But when I see the wicked ignore
your direc ons, I'm beside myself with
anger.
54 I set your instruc ons to music and
sing them as I walk this pilgrim way.
55 I meditate on your name all night,
GOD, treasuring your revela on, O GOD.
56 S ll, I walk through a rain of derision
because I live by your Word and counsel.
57 Because you have sa sfied me, GOD,
I promise to do everything you say.



PSALMS 119 265
58 I beg you from the bo om of my
heart: smile, be gracious to me just as
you promised.
59When I took a long, careful look at
your ways, I got my feet back on the trail
you blazed.
60 I was up at once, didn't drag my feet,
was quick to follow your orders.
61 The wicked hemmed me in--there
was no way out--but not for a minute did
I forget your plan for me.
62 I get up in the middle of the night to
thank you; your decisions are so right, so
true--I can't wait ll morning!
63 I'm a friend and companion of all
who fear you, of those commi ed to
living by your rules.
64 Your love, GOD, fills the earth! Train
me to live by your counsel.
65 Be good to your servant, GOD; be as
good as your Word.
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66 Train me in good common sense;
I'm thoroughly commi ed to living your
way.
67 Before I learned to answer you, I
wandered all over the place, but now I'm
in step with your Word.
68 You are good, and the source of
good; train me in your goodness.
69 The godless spread lies about me,
but I focus my a en on on what you are
saying;
70 They're bland as a bucket of lard,
while I dance to the tune of your
revela on.
71My troubles turned out all for the
best--they forced me to learn from your
textbook.
72 Truth from your mouth means more
to me than striking it rich in a gold mine.
73With your very own hands you
formed me; now breathe your wisdom
over me so I can understand you.
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74When they see me wai ng, expec ng
your Word, those who fear you will take
heart and be glad.
75 I can see now, GOD, that your
decisions are right; your tes ng has
taught me what's true and right.
76Oh, love me--and right now!--hold
me ght! just the way you promised.
77Now comfort me so I can live, really
live; your revela on is the tune I dance
to.
78 Let the fast-talking tricksters be
exposed as frauds; they tried to sell me
a bill of goods, but I kept my mind fixed
on your counsel.
79 Let those who fear you turn to me for
evidence of your wise guidance.
80And let me live whole and holy, soul
and body, so I can always walk with my
head held high.
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81 I'm homesick--longing for your
salva on; I'm wai ng for your word of
hope.
82My eyes grow heavy watching for
some sign of your promise; how long
must I wait for your comfort?
83 There's smoke in my eyes--they burn
and water, but I keep a steady gaze on
the instruc ons you post.
84How long do I have to put up with
all this? How long ll you haul my
tormentors into court?
85 The arrogant godless try to throw me
off track, ignorant as they are of God and
his ways.
86 Everything you command is a sure
thing, but they harass me with lies. Help!
87 They've pushed and pushed--they
never let up--but I haven't relaxed my
grip on your counsel.
88 In your great love revive me so I can
alertly obey your every word.
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89What you say goes, GOD, and [stays],
as permanent as the heavens.
90 Your truth never goes out of fashion;
it's as up-to-date as the earth when the
sun comes up.
91 Your Word and truth are dependable
as ever; that's what you ordered--you
set the earth going.
92 If your revela on hadn't delighted
me so, I would have given up when the
hard mes came.
93 But I'll never forget the advice you
gave me; you saved my life with those
wise words.
94 Save me! I'm all yours. I look high and
low for your words of wisdom.
95 The wicked lie in ambush to destroy
me, but I'm only concerned with your
plans for me.
96 I see the limits to everything human,
but the horizons can't contain your
commands!
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97Oh, how I love all you've revealed; I
reverently ponder it all the day long.
98 Your commands give me an edge
on my enemies; they never become
obsolete.
99 I've even become smarter than
my teachers since I've pondered and
absorbed your counsel.
100 I've become wiser than the wise old
sages simply by doing what you tell me.
101 I watchmy step, avoiding the ditches
and ruts of evil so I can spend all my me
keeping your Word.
102 I never make detours from the route
you laid out; you gave me such good
direc ons.
103 Your words are so choice, so tasty; I
prefer them to the best home cooking.
104With your instruc on, I understand
life; that's why I hate false propaganda.
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105 By your words I can see where I'm
going; they throw a beam of light on my
dark path.
106 I've commi ed myself and I'll never
turn back from living by your righteous
order.
107 Everything's falling apart on me,
GOD; put me together again with your
Word.
108 Festoon me with your finest sayings,
GOD; teach me your holy rules.
109My life is as close as my own
hands, but I don't forget what you have
revealed.
110 The wicked do their best to throw
me off track, but I don't swerve an inch
from your course.
111 I inherited your book on living; it's
mine forever--what a gi ! And how
happy it makes me!
112 I concentrate on doing exactly what
you say--I always have and always will.



PSALMS 119 272
113 I hate the two-faced, but I love your
clear-cut revela on.
114 You're my place of quiet retreat; I
wait for your Word to renew me.
115Get out of my life, evildoers, so I can
keep my God's commands.
116 Take my side as you promised; I'll
live then for sure. Don't disappoint all
my grand hopes.
117 S ck with me and I'll be all right; I'll
give total allegiance to your defini ons
of life.
118 Expose all who dri away from your
sayings; their casual idolatry is lethal.
119 You reject earth's wicked as so much
rubbish; therefore I lovingly embrace
everything you say.
120 I shiver in awe before you; your
decisions leave me speechless with
reverence.
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121 I stood up for jus ce and the right;
don't leave me to the mercy of my
oppressors.
122 Take the side of your servant,
good God; don't let the godless take
advantage of me.
123 I can't keep my eyes open any
longer, wai ng for you to keep your
promise to set everything right.
124 Let your love dictate how you deal
with me; teach me from your textbook
on life.
125 I'm your servant--help me
understand what that means, the inner
meaning of your instruc ons.
126 It's me to act, GOD; they've made
a shambles of your revela on!
127 Yea-Saying God, I love what you
command, I love it be er than gold and
gemstones;
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128 Yea-Saying God, I honor everything
you tell me, I despise every decei ul
detour.
129 Every word you give me is a miracle
word--how could I help but obey?
130 Break open your words, let the light
shine out, let ordinary people see the
meaning.
131Mouth open and pan ng, I wanted
your commands more than anything.
132 Turn my way, look kindly on me, as
you always do to those who personally
love you.
133 Steady my steps with your Word
of promise so nothing malign gets the
be er of me.
134 Rescue me from the grip of bad men
and women so I can live life your way.
135 Smile on me, your servant; teach me
the right way to live.
136 I cry rivers of tears because nobody's
living by your book!
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137 You [are] right and you [do] right,
GOD; your decisions are right on target.
138 You rightly instruct us in how to live
ever faithful to you.
139My rivals nearly did me in,
they persistently ignored your
commandments.
140 Your promise has been tested
through and through, and I, your
servant, love it dearly.
141 I'm too young to be important, but I
don't forget what you tell me.
142 Your righteousness is eternally right,
your revela on is the only truth.
143 Even though troubles came down
on me hard, your commands always
gave me delight.
144 The way you tell me to live is always
right; help me understand it so I can live
to the fullest.
145 I call out at the top of my lungs,
"GOD! Answer! I'll do whatever you say."
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146 I called to you, "Save me so I can
carry out all your instruc ons."
147 I was up before sunrise, crying for
help, hoping for a word from you.
148 I stayed awake all night, prayerfully
pondering your promise.
149 In your love, listen to me; in your
jus ce, GOD, keep me alive.
150As those out to get me come closer
and closer, they go farther and farther
from the truth you reveal;
151 But you're the closest of all to me,
GOD, and all your judgments true.
152 I've known all along from the
evidence of your words that you meant
them to last forever.
153 Take a good look at my trouble,
and help me--I haven't forgo en your
revela on.
154 Take my side and get me out of
this; give me back my life, just as you
promised.
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155 "Salva on" is only gibberish to the
wicked because they've never looked it
up in your dic onary.
156 Your mercies, GOD, run into the
billions; following your guidelines, revive
me.
157My antagonists are too many to
count, but I don't swerve from the
direc ons you gave.
158 I took one look at the qui ers and
was filled with loathing; they walked
away from your promises so casually!
159 Take note of how I love what you tell
me; out of your life of love, prolong my
life.
160 Your words all add up to the sum
total: Truth. Your righteous decisions are
eternal.
161 I've been slandered unmercifully
by the poli cians, but my awe at your
words keeps me stable.
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162 I'm ecsta c over what you say, like
one who strikes it rich.
163 I hate lies--can't stand them!--but I
love what you have revealed.
164 Seven mes each day I stop and
shout praises for the way you keep
everything running right.
165 For those who love what you reveal,
everything fits--no stumbling around in
the dark for them.
166 I wait expectantly for your salva on;
GOD, I do what you tell me.
167My soul guards and keeps all your
instruc ons--oh, how much I love them!
168 I follow your direc ons, abide by
your counsel; my life's an open book
before you.
169 Let my cry come right into your
presence, GOD; provide me with the
insight that comes only from your Word.
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170Give my request your personal
a en on, rescue me on the terms of
your promise.
171 Let praise cascade off my lips; a er
all, you've taught me the truth about
life!
172And let your promises ring from my
tongue; every order you've given is right.
173 Put your hand out and steady me
since I've chosen to live by your counsel.
174 I'm homesick, GOD, for your
salva on; I love it when you show
yourself!
175 Invigorate my soul so I can praise
you well, use your decrees to put iron in
my soul.
176And should I wander off like a lost
sheep--seek me! I'll recognize the sound
of your voice.

120 1 I'm in trouble. I cry to GOD,
desperate for an answer:
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2 "Deliver me from the liars, GOD! They
smile so sweetly but lie through their
teeth."
3Do you know what's next, can you see
what's coming, all you barefaced liars?
4 Pointed arrows and burning coals will
be your reward.
5 I'm doomed to live inMeshech, cursed
with a home in Kedar,
6My whole life lived camping among
quarreling neighbors.
7 I'm all for peace, but the minute I tell
them so, they go to war!

121 1 I look up to the mountains;
does my strength come from

mountains?
2No, my strength comes from GOD,
who made heaven, and earth, and
mountains.
3He won't let you stumble, your
Guardian God won't fall asleep.
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4Not on your life! Israel's Guardian will
never doze or sleep.
5GOD's your Guardian, right at your
side to protect you--
6 Shielding you from sunstroke,
sheltering you from moonstroke.
7GOD guards you from every evil, he
guards your very life.
8He guards you when you leave and
when you return, he guards you now, he
guards you always.

122 1When they said, "Let's go to
the house of GOD," my heart

leaped for joy.
2And now we're here, O Jerusalem,
inside Jerusalem's walls!
3 Jerusalem, well-built city, built as a
place for worship!
4 The city to which the tribes ascend, all
GOD's tribes go up to worship, To give
thanks to the name of GOD--[this] is
what it means to be Israel.
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5 Thrones for righteous judgment are
set there, famous David-thrones.
6 Pray for Jerusalem's peace! Prosperity
to all you Jerusalem-lovers!
7 Friendly insiders, get along! Hos le
outsiders, keep your distance!
8 For the sake of my family and friends,
I say it again: live in peace!
9 For the sake of the house of our God,
GOD, I'll do my very best for you.

123 1 I look to you, heaven-
dwelling God, look up to you

for help.
2 Like servants, alert to their master's
commands, like a maiden a ending
her lady, We're watching and wai ng,
holding our breath, awai ng your word
of mercy.
3Mercy, GOD, mercy! We've been
kicked around long enough,
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4 Kicked in the teeth by complacent
rich men, kicked when we're down by
arrogant brutes.

124 1 If GOD hadn't been for us--all
together now, Israel, sing

out!--
2 If GOD hadn't been for us when
everyone went against us,
3We would have been swallowed alive
by their violent anger,
4 Swept away by the flood of rage,
drowned in the torrent;
5We would have lost our lives in the
wild, raging water.
6Oh, blessed be GOD! He didn't go
off and leave us. He didn't abandon us
defenseless, helpless as a rabbit in a
pack of snarling dogs.
7We've flown free from their fangs,
free of their traps, free as a bird. Their
grip is broken; we're free as a bird in
flight.
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8GOD's strong name is our help, the
same GOD who made heaven and earth.

125 1 Those who trust in GOD are
like Zion Mountain: Nothing

can move it, a rock-solid mountain you
can always depend on.
2Mountains encircle Jerusalem, and
GOD encircles his people--always has
and always will.
3 The fist of the wickedwill never violate
What is due the righteous, provoking
wrongful violence.
4 Be good to your good people, GOD, to
those whose hearts are right!
5GOD will round up the backsliders,
corral them with the incorrigibles. Peace
over Israel!

126 1 It seemed like a dream, too
good to be true, when GOD

returned Zion's exiles.
2We laughed, we sang, we couldn't
believe our good fortune. We were the
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talk of the na ons--"GOD was wonderful
to them!"
3GOD [was] wonderful to us; we are
one happy people.
4And now, GOD, do it again--bring rains
to our drought-stricken lives
5 So those who planted their crops in
despair will shout hurrahs at the harvest,
6 So those who went off with heavy
hearts will come home laughing, with
armloads of blessing.

127 1 If GOD doesn't build the
house, the builders only build

shacks. If GOD doesn't guard the city,
the night watchman might as well nap.
2 It's useless to rise early and go to bed
late, and work your worried fingers to
the bone. Don't you know he enjoys
giving rest to those he loves?
3Don't you see that children are GOD's
best gi ? the fruit of the womb his
generous legacy?



PSALMS 127–128 286
4 Like a warrior's fis ul of arrows are
the children of a vigorous youth.
5Oh, how blessed are you parents,
with your quivers full of children! Your
enemies don't stand a chance against
you; you'll sweep them right off your
doorstep.

128 1All you who fear GOD, how
blessed you are! how happily

you walk on his smooth straight road!
2 You worked hard and deserve all
you've got coming. Enjoy the blessing!
Revel in the goodness!
3 Your wife will bear children as a vine
bears grapes, your household lush as a
vineyard, The children around your table
as fresh and promising as young olive
shoots.
4 Stand in awe of God's Yes. Oh, how he
blesses the one who fears GOD!
5 Enjoy the good life in Jerusalem every
day of your life.
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6And enjoy your grandchildren. Peace
to Israel!

129 1 "They've kicked me around
ever since I was young"--this is

how Israel tells it--
2 "They've kicked me around ever since
I was young, but they never could keep
me down.
3 Their plowmen plowed long furrows
up and down my back;
4 Then GOD ripped the harnesses of the
evil plowmen to shreds."
5Oh, let all those who hate Zion grovel
in humilia on;
6 Let them be like grass in shallow
ground that withers before the harvest,
7 Before the farmhands can gather it in,
the harvesters get in the crop,
8 Before the neighbors have a chance
to call out, "Congratula ons on your
wonderful crop! We bless you in GOD's
name!"
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130 1Help, GOD--the bo om has
fallen out of my life! Master,

hear my cry for help!
2 Listen hard! Open your ears! Listen to
my cries for mercy.
3 If you, GOD, kept records on
wrongdoings, who would stand a
chance?
4As it turns out, forgiveness is your
habit, and that's why you're worshiped.
5 I pray to GOD--my life a prayer--and
wait for what he'll say and do.
6My life's on the line before God, my
Lord, wai ng and watching ll morning,
wai ng and watching ll morning.
7O Israel, wait and watch for GOD--with
GOD's arrival comes love, with GOD's
arrival comes generous redemp on.
8No doubt about it--he'll redeem Israel,
buy back Israel from cap vity to sin.

131 1GOD, I'm not trying to rule
the roost, I don't want to be
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king of the mountain. I haven't meddled
where I have no business or fantasized
grandiose plans.
2 I've kept my feet on the ground, I've
cul vated a quiet heart. Like a baby
content in its mother's arms, my soul is
a baby content.
3Wait, Israel, for GOD. Wait with hope.
Hope now; hope always!

132 1O GOD, remember David,
remember all his troubles!

2And remember how he promised
GOD, made a vow to the Strong God of
Jacob,
3 "I'm not going home, and I'm not
going to bed,
4 I'm not going to sleep, not even take
me to rest,
5Un l I find a home for GOD, a house
for the Strong God of Jacob."



PSALMS 132 290
6 Remember how we got the news in
Ephrathah, learned all about it at Jaar
Meadows?
7We shouted, "Let's go to the shrine
dedica on! Let's worship at God's own
footstool!"
8Up, GOD, enjoy your new place of
quiet repose, you and your mighty
covenant ark;
9Get your priests all dressed up in
jus ce; prompt your worshipers to sing
this prayer:
10 "Honor your servant David; don't
disdain your anointed one."
11GOD gave David his word, he won't
back out on this promise: "One of your
sons I will set on your throne;
12 If your sons stay true to my Covenant
and learn to live the way I teach them,
Their sons will con nue the line--always
a son to sit on your throne.
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13 Yes--I, GOD, chose Zion, the place I
wanted for my shrine;
14 This will always be my home; this is
what I want, and I'm here for good.
15 I'll shower blessings on the pilgrims
who come here, and give supper to
those who arrive hungry;
16 I'll dress my priests in salva on
clothes; the holy people will sing their
hearts out!
17Oh, I'll make the place radiant for
David! I'll fill it with light for my anointed!
18 I'll dress his enemies in dirty rags,
but I'll make his crown sparkle with
splendor."

133 1How wonderful, how
beau ful, when brothers and

sisters get along!
2 It's like costly anoin ng oil flowing
down head and beard, Flowing down
Aaron's beard, flowing down the collar
of his priestly robes.
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3 It's like the dew on Mount Hermon
flowing down the slopes of Zion. Yes,
that's where GOD commands the
blessing, ordains eternal life.

134 1 Come, bless GOD, all you
servants of GOD! You priests

of GOD, posted to the nightwatch in
GOD's shrine,
2 Li your praising hands to the Holy
Place, and bless GOD.
3 In turn, may GOD of Zion bless
you--GOD who made heaven and earth!

135 1Hallelujah! Praise the name
of GOD, praise the works of

GOD.
2All you priests on duty in GOD's
temple, serving in the sacred halls of our
God,
3 Shout "Hallelujah!" because GOD's
so good, sing anthems to his beau ful
name.
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4And why? Because GOD chose Jacob,
embraced Israel as a prize possession.
5 I too give witness to the greatness
of GOD, our Lord, high above all other
gods.
6He does just as he pleases--however,
wherever, whenever.
7He makes the weather--clouds and
thunder, lightning and rain, wind pouring
out of the north.
8He struck down the Egyp an firstborn,
both human and animal firstborn.
9He made Egypt sit up and take no ce,
confronted Pharaoh and his servants
with miracles.
10 Yes, he struck down great na ons, he
slew mighty kings--
11 Sihon king of the Amorites, also Og of
Bashan--every last one of the Canaanite
kings!
12 Then he turned their land over to
Israel, a gi of good land to his people.
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13GOD, your name is eternal, GOD,
you'll never be out-of-date.
14GOD stands up for his people, GOD
holds the hands of his people.
15 The gods of the godless na ons are
mere trinkets, made for quick sale in the
markets:
16 Chiseled mouths that can't talk,
painted eyes that can't see,
17 Carved ears that can't hear--dead
wood! cold metal!
18 Those who make and trust them
become like them.
19 Family of Israel, bless GOD! Family of
Aaron, bless GOD!
20 Family of Levi, bless GOD! You who
fear GOD, bless GOD!
21Oh, blessed be GOD of Zion, First
Ci zen of Jerusalem! Hallelujah!

136 1 Thank GOD! He deserves
your thanks. [His love never

quits.]
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2 Thank the God of all gods, [His love
never quits.]
3 Thank the Lord of all lords. [His love
never quits.]
4 Thank the miracle-working God, [His
love never quits.]
5 The God whose skill formed the
cosmos, [His love never quits.]
6 The God who laid out earth on ocean
founda ons, [His love never quits.]
7 The God who filled the skies with
light, [His love never quits.]
8 The sun to watch over the day, [His
love never quits.]
9Moon and stars as guardians of the
night, [His love never quits.]
10 The God who struck down the
Egyp an firstborn, [His love never quits.]
11And rescued Israel from Egypt's
oppression, [His love never quits.]
12 Took Israel in hand with his powerful
hand, [His love never quits.]
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13 Split the Red Sea right in half, [His
love never quits.]
14 Led Israel right through the middle,
[His love never quits.]
15Dumped Pharaoh and his army in the
sea, [His love never quits.]
16 The God who marched his people
through the desert, [His love never
quits.]
17 Smashed huge kingdoms right and
le , [His love never quits.]
18 Struck down the famous kings, [His
love never quits.]
19 Struck Sihon the Amorite king, [His
love never quits.]
20 Struck Og the Bashanite king, [His
love never quits.]
21 Then distributed their land as booty,
[His love never quits.]
22Handed the land over to Israel. [His
love never quits.]
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23God remembered us when we were
down, [His love never quits.]
24 Rescued us from the trampling boot,
[His love never quits.]
25 Takes care of everyone in me of
need. [His love never quits.]
26 Thank God, who did it all! [His love
never quits!]

137 1Alongside Babylon's rivers
we sat on the banks; we cried

and cried, remembering the good old
days in Zion.
2Alongside the quaking aspens we
stacked our unplayed harps;
3 That's where our captors demanded
songs, sarcas c and mocking: "Sing us a
happy Zion song!"
4Oh, how could we ever sing GOD's
song in this wasteland?
5 If I ever forget you, Jerusalem, let my
fingers wither and fall off like leaves.
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6 Let my tongue swell and turn black if
I fail to remember you, If I fail, O dear
Jerusalem, to honor you as my greatest.
7GOD, remember those Edomites, and
remember the ruin of Jerusalem, That
day they yelled out, "Wreck it, smash it
to bits!"
8And you, Babylonians--ravagers! A
reward to whoever gets back at you for
all you've done to us;
9 Yes, a reward to the one who grabs
your babies and smashes their heads on
the rocks!

138 1 Thank you! Everything in
me says "Thank you!" Angels

listen as I sing my thanks.
2 I kneel in worship facing your holy
temple and say it again: "Thank you!"
Thank you for your love, thank you for
your faithfulness; Most holy is your
name, most holy is your Word.
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3 The moment I called out, you stepped
in; you made my life large with strength.
4When they hear what you have to say,
GOD, all earth's kings will say "Thank
you."
5 They'll sing of what you've done:
"How great the glory of GOD!"
6And here's why: GOD, high above,
sees far below; no ma er the distance,
he knows everything about us.
7When I walk into the thick of trouble,
keep me alive in the angry turmoil. With
one hand strike my foes, With your other
hand save me.
8 Finish what you started in me, GOD.
Your love is eternal--don't quit on me
now.

139 1GOD, inves gate my life; get
all the facts firsthand.

2 I'm an open book to you; even from a
distance, you know what I'm thinking.
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3 You know when I leave and when I get
back; I'm never out of your sight.
4 You know everything I'm going to say
before I start the first sentence.
5 I look behind me and you're there,
then up ahead and you're there,
too--your reassuring presence, coming
and going.
6 This is too much, too wonderful--I
can't take it all in!
7 Is there anyplace I can go to avoid
your Spirit? to be out of your sight?
8 If I climb to the sky, you're there! If I
go underground, you're there!
9 If I flew on morning's wings to the far
western horizon,
10 You'd find me in a minute--you're
already there wai ng!
11 Then I said to myself, "Oh, he
even sees me in the dark! At night I'm
immersed in the light!"
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12 It's a fact: darkness isn't dark to you;
night and day, darkness and light, they're
all the same to you.
13Oh yes, you shaped me first inside,
then out; you formed me in my mother's
womb.
14 I thank you, High God--you're
breathtaking! Body and soul, I am
marvelously made! I worship in
adora on--what a crea on!
15 You know me inside and out, you
know every bone in my body; You know
exactly how I was made, bit by bit,
how I was sculpted from nothing into
something.
16 Like an open book, you watched me
grow from concep on to birth; all the
stages of my life were spread out before
you, The days of my life all prepared
before I'd even lived one day.
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17 Your thoughts--how rare, how
beau ful! God, I'll never comprehend
them!
18 I couldn't even begin to count
them--any more than I could count the
sand of the sea. Oh, let me rise in the
morning and live always with you!
19And please, God, do away with
wickedness for good! And you
murderers--out of here!--
20 all the men and women who
beli le you, God, infatuated with cheap
god-imita ons.
21 See how I hate those who hate you,
GOD, see how I loathe all this godless
arrogance;
22 I hate it with pure, unadulterated
hatred. Your enemies are my enemies!
23 Inves gate my life, O God, find out
everything about me; Cross-examine
and test me, get a clear picture of what
I'm about;
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24 See for yourself whether I've done
anything wrong--then guide me on the
road to eternal life.

140 1GOD, get me out of here,
away from this evil; protect

me from these vicious people.
2All they do is think up new ways to be
bad; they spend their days plo ng war
games.
3 They prac ce the sharp rhetoric of
hate and hurt, speak venomous words
that maim and kill.
4GOD, keep me out of the clutch of
these wicked ones, protect me from
these vicious people;
5 Stuffed with self-importance, they
plot ways to trip me up, determined to
bring me down. These crooks invent
traps to catch me and do their best to
incriminate me.
6 I prayed, "GOD, you're my God! Listen,
GOD! Mercy!
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7GOD, my Lord, Strong Savior, protect
me when the figh ng breaks out!
8Don't let the wicked have their way,
GOD, don't give them an inch!"
9 These troublemakers all around
me--let them drown in their own verbal
poison.
10 Let God pile hellfire on them, let him
bury them alive in crevasses!
11 These loudmouths--don't let them
be taken seriously; These savages--let
the Devil hunt them down!
12 I know that you, GOD, are on the side
of vic ms, that you care for the rights of
the poor.
13And I know that the righteous
personally thank you, that good people
are secure in your presence.

141 1GOD, come close. Come
quickly! Open your ears--it's

my voice you're hearing!
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2 Treat my prayer as sweet incense
rising; my raised hands are my evening
prayers.
3 Post a guard at my mouth, GOD, set a
watch at the door of my lips.
4Don't let me so much as dream
of evil or thoughtlessly fall into bad
company. And these people who only do
wrong--don't let them lure me with their
sweet talk!
5May the Just One set me straight, may
the Kind One correct me, Don't let sin
anoint my head. I'm praying hard against
their evil ways!
6Oh, let their leaders be pushed off
a high rock cliff; make them face the
music.
7 Like a rock pulverized by a maul, let
their bones be sca ered at the gates of
hell.
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8 But GOD, dear Lord, I only have eyes
for you. Since I've run for dear life to
you, take good care of me.
9 Protect me from their evil scheming,
from all their demonic subterfuge.
10 Let the wicked fall flat on their faces,
while I walk off without a scratch.

142 1 I cry out loudly to GOD,
loudly I plead with GOD for

mercy.
2 I spill out all my complaints before
him, and spell out my troubles in detail:
3 "As I sink in despair, my spirit ebbing
away, you know how I'm feeling, Know
the danger I'm in, the traps hidden in my
path.
4 Look right, look le --there's not a soul
who cares what happens! I'm up against
it, with no exit--bere , le alone.
5 I cry out, GOD, call out: 'You're my last
chance, my only hope for life!'
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6Oh listen, please listen; I've never
been this low. Rescue me from those
who are hun ng me down; I'm no match
for them.
7Get me out of this dungeon so I can
thank you in public. Your people will
form a circle around me and you'll bring
me showers of blessing!"

143 1 Listen to this prayer of mine,
GOD; pay a en on to what

I'm asking. Answer me--you're famous
for your answers! Do what's right for me.
2 But don't, please don't, haul me
into court; not a person alive would be
acqui ed there.
3 The enemy hunted me down; he
kicked me and stomped me within an
inch of my life. He put me in a black hole,
buried me like a corpse in that dungeon.
4 I sat there in despair, my spirit draining
away, my heart heavy, like lead.
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5 I remembered the old days, went
over all you've done, pondered the ways
you've worked,
6 Stretched out my hands to you, as
thirsty for you as a desert thirsty for rain.
7Hurry with your answer, GOD! I'm
nearly at the end of my rope. Don't turn
away; don't ignore me! That would be
certain death.
8 If you wake me each morning with
the sound of your loving voice, I'll go to
sleep each night trus ng in you. Point
out the road I must travel; I'm all ears, all
eyes before you.
9 Save me from my enemies, GOD--
you're my only hope!
10 Teach me how to live to please you,
because you're my God. Lead me by
your blessed Spirit into cleared and level
pastureland.
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11 Keep up your reputa on, God--give
me life! In your jus ce, get me out of this
trouble!
12 In your great love, vanquish my
enemies; make a clean sweep of those
who harass me. And why? Because I'm
your servant.

144 1 Blessed be GOD, my
mountain, who trains me to

fight fair and well.
2He's the bedrock on which I stand, the
castle in which I live, my rescuing knight,
The high crag where I run for dear life,
while he lays my enemies low.
3 I wonder why you care, GOD--why do
you bother with us at all?
4All we are is a puff of air; we're like
shadows in a campfire.
5 Step down out of heaven, GOD;
ignite volcanoes in the hearts of the
mountains.
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6Hurl your lightnings in every direc on;
shoot your arrows this way and that.
7 Reach all the way from sky to sea: pull
me out of the ocean of hate, out of the
grip of those barbarians
8Who lie through their teeth, who
shake your hand then knife you in the
back.
9O God, let me sing a new song to you,
let me play it on a twelve-string guitar--
10A song to the God who saved the
king, the God who rescued David, his
servant.
11 Rescue me from the enemy sword,
release me from the grip of those
barbarians Who lie through their teeth,
who shake your hand then knife you in
the back.
12Make our sons in their prime
like sturdy oak trees, Our daughters
as shapely and bright as fields of
wildflowers.
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13 Fill our barns with great harvest, fill
our fields with huge flocks;
14 Protect us from invasion and
exile--eliminate the crime in our streets.
15How blessed the people who have all
this! How blessed the people who have
GOD for God!

145 1 I li you high in praise, my
God, O my King! and I'll bless

your name into eternity.
2 I'll bless you every day, and keep it up
from now to eternity.
3GOD is magnificent; he can never be
praised enough. There are no boundaries
to his greatness.
4Genera on a er genera on stands in
awe of your work; each one tells stories
of your mighty acts.
5 Your beauty and splendor have
everyone talking; I compose songs on
your wonders.
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6 Your marvelous doings are headline
news; I could write a book full of the
details of your greatness.
7 The fame of your goodness spreads
across the country; your righteousness is
on everyone's lips.
8GOD is all mercy and grace--not quick
to anger, is rich in love.
9GOD is good to one and all; everything
he does is suffused with grace.
10 Crea on and creatures applaud you,
GOD;
11 your holy people bless you. They
talk about the glories of your rule, they
exclaim over your splendor,
12 Le ng the world know of your power
for good, the lavish splendor of your
kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is a kingdom eternal;
you never get voted out of office. GOD
always does what he says, and is gracious
in everything he does.
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14GOD gives a hand to those down on
their luck, gives a fresh start to those
ready to quit.
15All eyes are on you, expectant; you
give them their meals on me.
16Generous to a fault, you lavish your
favor on all creatures.
17 Everything GOD does is right--the
trademark on all his works is love.
18GOD's there, listening for all who
pray, for all who pray and mean it.
19He does what's best for those who
fear him--hears them call out, and saves
them.
20GOD s cks by all who love him, but
it's all over for those who don't.
21My mouth is filled with GOD's praise.
Let everything living bless him, bless his
holy name from now to eternity!

146 1Hallelujah! O my soul, praise
GOD!
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2All my life long I'll praise GOD, singing
songs to my God as long as I live.
3Don't put your life in the hands of
experts who know nothing of life, of
[salva on] life.
4Mere humans don't have what it
takes; when they die, their projects die
with them.
5 Instead, get help from the God of
Jacob, put your hope in GOD and know
real blessing!
6GODmade sky and soil, sea and all the
fish in it. He always does what he says--
7 he defends the wronged, he feeds the
hungry. GOD frees prisoners--
8 he gives sight to the blind, he li s up
the fallen. GOD loves good people,
9 protects strangers, takes the side of
orphans and widows, but makes short
work of the wicked.
10GOD's in charge--[always]. Zion's God
is God for good! Hallelujah!



PSALMS 147 315

147 1Hallelujah! It's a good thing
to sing praise to our God;

praise is beau ful, praise is fi ng.
2GOD's the one who rebuilds
Jerusalem, who regathers Israel's
sca ered exiles.
3He heals the heartbroken and
bandages their wounds.
4He counts the stars and assigns each a
name.
5Our Lord is great, with limitless
strength; we'll never comprehend what
he knows and does
6GOD puts the fallen on their feet again
and pushes the wicked into the ditch.
7 Sing to GOD a thanksgiving hymn, play
music on your instruments to God,
8Who fills the sky with clouds,
preparing rain for the earth, Then
turning the mountains green with grass,
9 feeding both ca le and crows.
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10He's not impressed with horsepower;
the size of our muscles means li le to
him.
11 Those who fear GOD get GOD's
a en on; they can depend on his
strength.
12 Jerusalem, worship GOD! Zion, praise
your God!
13He made your city secure, he blessed
your children among you.
14He keeps the peace at your borders,
he puts the best bread on your tables.
15He launches his promises earthward-
-how swi and sure they come!
16He spreads snow like a white fleece,
he sca ers frost like ashes,
17He broadcasts hail like birdseed--who
can survive his winter?
18 Then he gives the command and it all
melts; he breathes on winter--suddenly
it's spring!
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19He speaks the same way to Jacob,
speaks words that work to Israel.
20He never did this to the other
na ons; they never heard such
commands. Hallelujah!

148 1Hallelujah! Praise GOD from
heaven, praise him from the

mountaintops;
2 Praise him, all you his angels, praise
him, all you his warriors,
3 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him,
you morning stars;
4 Praise him, high heaven, praise him,
heavenly rain clouds;
5 Praise, oh let them praise the name of
GOD--he spoke the word, and there they
were!
6He set them in place from all me to
eternity; He gave his orders, and that's
it!
7 Praise GOD from earth, you sea
dragons, you fathomless ocean deeps;
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8 Fire and hail, snow and ice, hurricanes
obeying his orders;
9Mountains and all hills, apple orchards
and cedar forests;
10Wild beasts and herds of ca le,
snakes, and birds in flight;
11 Earth's kings and all races, leaders
and important people,
12 Robust men and women in their
prime, and yes, graybeards and li le
children.
13 Let them praise the name of GOD-
-it's the only Name worth praising. His
radiance exceeds anything in earth and
sky;
14 he's built a monument--his very own
people! Praise from all who love GOD!
Israel's children, in mate friends of
GOD. Hallelujah!

149 1Hallelujah! Sing to GOD a
brand-new song, praise him in

the company of all who love him.
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2 Let all Israel celebrate their Sovereign
Creator, Zion's children exult in their
King.
3 Let them praise his name in dance;
strike up the band and make great
music!
4And why? Because GOD delights in his
people, festoons plain folk with salva on
garlands!
5 Let true lovers break out in praise,
sing out from wherever they're si ng,
6 Shout the high praises of God,
brandish their swords in the wild
sword-dance--
7A portent of vengeance on the
God-defying na ons, a signal that
punishment's coming,
8 Their kings chained and hauled off to
jail, their leaders behind bars for good,
9 The judgment on them carried out to
the le er--and all who love God in the
seat of honor! Hallelujah!
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150 1Hallelujah! Praise God in his
holy house of worship, praise

him under the open skies;
2 Praise him for his acts of power, praise
him for his magnificent greatness;
3 Praise with a blast on the trumpet,
praise by strumming so strings;
4 Praise him with castanets and dance,
praise him with banjo and flute;
5 Praise him with cymbals and a big
bass drum, praise him with fiddles and
mandolin.
6 Let every living, breathing creature
praise GOD! Hallelujah!
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1 1 These are the wise sayings of
Solomon, David's son, Israel's king--

2Wri en down so we'll know how to
live well and right, to understand what
life means and where it's going;
3Amanual for living, for learning what's
right and just and fair;
4 To teach the inexperienced the ropes
and give our young people a grasp on
reality.
5 There's something here also for
seasoned men and women,
6 s ll a thing or two for the experienced
to learn--Fresh wisdom to probe and
penetrate, the rhymes and reasons of
wise men and women.
7 Start with GOD--the first step in
learning is bowing down to GOD; only
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fools thumb their noses at such wisdom
and learning.
8 Pay close a en on, friend, to what
your father tells you; never forget what
you learned at your mother's knee.
9Wear their counsel like flowers in your
hair, like rings on your fingers.
10Dear friend, if bad companions tempt
you, don't go along with them.
11 If they say--"Let's go out and raise
some hell. Let's beat up some old man,
mug some old woman.
12 Let's pick them clean and get them
ready for their funerals.
13We'll load up on top-quality loot.
We'll haul it home by the truckload.
14 Join us for the me of your life! With
us, it's share and share alike!"--
15Oh, friend, don't give them a second
look; don't listen to them for a minute.
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16 They're racing to a very bad end,
hurrying to ruin everything they lay
hands on.
17Nobody robs a bank with everyone
watching,
18 Yet that's what these people are
doing--they're doing themselves in.
19When you grab all you can get, that's
what happens: the more you get, the
less you are.
20 Lady Wisdom goes out in the street
and shouts. At the town center she
makes her speech.
21 In the middle of the traffic she takes
her stand. At the busiest corner she calls
out:
22 "Simpletons! How long will you
wallow in ignorance? Cynics! How long
will you feed your cynicism? Idiots! How
long will you refuse to learn?
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23About face! I can revise your life.
Look, I'm ready to pour out my spirit on
you; I'm ready to tell you all I know.
24As it is, I've called, but you've turned
a deaf ear; I've reached out to you, but
you've ignored me.
25 "Since you laugh at my counsel and
make a joke of my advice,
26How can I take you seriously? I'll turn
the tables and joke about your troubles!
27What if the roof falls in, and your
whole life goes to pieces? What if
catastrophe strikes and there's nothing
to show for your life but rubble and
ashes?
28 You'll need me then. You'll call for
me, but don't expect an answer. No
ma er how hard you look, you won't
find me.
29 "Because you hated Knowledge and
had nothing to do with the Fear-of-GOD,
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30 Because you wouldn't take my advice
and brushed aside all my offers to train
you,
31Well, you've made your bed--now lie
in it; you wanted your own way--now,
how do you like it?
32Don't you see what happens, you
simpletons, you idiots? Carelessness
kills; complacency is murder.
33 First pay a en on to me, and then
relax. Now you can take it easy--you're in
good hands."

2 1Good friend, take to heart what I'm
telling you; collect my counsels and

guard them with your life.
2 Tune your ears to the world of
Wisdom; set your heart on a life of
Understanding.
3 That's right--if you make Insight your
priority, and won't take no for an answer,
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4 Searching for it like a prospector
panning for gold, like an adventurer on a
treasure hunt,
5 Believe me, before you know it
Fear-of-GOD will be yours; you'll have
come upon the Knowledge of God.
6And here's why: GOD gives out
Wisdom free, is plainspoken in
Knowledge and Understanding.
7He's a rich mine of Common Sense
for those who live well, a personal
bodyguard to the candid and sincere.
8He keeps his eye on all who live
honestly, and pays special a en on to
his loyally commi ed ones.
9 So now you can pick out what's true
and fair, find all the good trails!
10 Lady Wisdom will be your close
friend, and Brother Knowledge your
pleasant companion.
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11Good Sense will scout ahead for
danger, Insight will keep an eye out for
you.
12 They'll keep you from making wrong
turns, or following the bad direc ons
13Of those who are lost themselves
and can't tell a trail from a tumbleweed,
14 These losers who make a game
of evil and throw par es to celebrate
perversity,
15 Traveling paths that go nowhere,
wandering in a maze of detours and
dead ends.
16Wise friends will rescue you from
the Temptress--that smooth-talking
Seductress
17Who's faithless to the husband she
married years ago, never gave a second
thought to her promises before God.
18Her whole way of life is doomed;
every step she takes brings her closer to
hell.
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19No one who joins her company ever
comes back, ever sets foot on the path
to real living.
20 So--join the company of good men
and women, keep your feet on the tried
and true paths.
21 It's the men who walk straight who
will se le this land, the women with
integrity who will last here.
22 The corrupt will lose their lives; the
dishonest will be gone for good.

3 1Good friend, don't forget all
I've taught you; take to heart my

commands.
2 They'll help you live a long, long me,
a long life lived full and well.
3Don't lose your grip on Love and
Loyalty. Tie them around your neck;
carve their ini als on your heart.
4 Earn a reputa on for living well in
God's eyes and the eyes of the people.
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5 Trust GOD from the bo om of your
heart; don't try to figure out everything
on your own.
6 Listen for GOD's voice in everything
you do, everywhere you go; he's the one
who will keep you on track.
7Don't assume that you know it all. Run
to GOD! Run from evil!
8 Your body will glow with health, your
very bones will vibrate with life!
9Honor GOD with everything you own;
give him the first and the best.
10 Your barns will burst, your wine vats
will brim over.
11 But don't, dear friend, resent GOD's
discipline; don't sulk under his loving
correc on.
12 It's the child he loves that GOD
corrects; a father's delight is behind all
this.
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13 You're blessed when you meet Lady
Wisdom, when you make friends with
Madame Insight.
14 She's worth far more than money in
the bank; her friendship is be er than a
big salary.
15Her value exceeds all the trappings of
wealth; nothing you could wish for holds
a candle to her.
16With one hand she gives long life,
with the other she confers recogni on.
17Her manner is beau ful, her life
wonderfully complete.
18 She's the very Tree of Life to those
who embrace her. Hold her ght--and be
blessed!
19With Lady Wisdom, GOD formed
Earth; with Madame Insight, he raised
Heaven.
20 They knew when to signal rivers
and springs to the surface, and dew to
descend from the night skies.



PROVERBS 3 11
21Dear friend, guard Clear Thinking and
Common Sense with your life; don't for
a minute lose sight of them.
22 They'll keep your soul alive and well,
they'll keep you fit and a rac ve.
23 You'll travel safely, you'll neither re
nor trip.
24 You'll take a ernoon naps without a
worry, you'll enjoy a good night's sleep.
25No need to panic over alarms or
surprises, or predic ons that doomsday's
just around the corner,
26 Because GOD will be right there with
you; he'll keep you safe and sound.
27Never walk away from someone who
deserves help; your hand is [God's] hand
for that person.
28Don't tell your neighbor, "Maybe
some other me," or, "Try me
tomorrow," when the money's right
there in your pocket.



PROVERBS 3–4 12
29Don't figure ways of taking advantage
of your neighbor when he's si ng there
trus ng and unsuspec ng.
30Don't walk around with a chip on
your shoulder, always spoiling for a fight.
31Don't try to be like those who
shoulder their way through life. Why be
a bully?
32 "Why not?" you say. Because GOD
can't stand twisted souls. It's the
straigh orward who get his respect.
33GOD's curse blights the house of the
wicked, but he blesses the home of the
righteous.
34He gives proud skep cs a cold
shoulder, but if you're down on your
luck, he's right there to help.
35Wise living gets rewarded with
honor; stupid living gets the booby prize.

4 1 Listen, friends, to some fatherly
advice; sit up and take no ce so

you'll know how to live.
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2 I'm giving you good counsel; don't let
it go in one ear and out the other.
3When I was a boy at my father's knee,
the pride and joy of my mother,
4He would sit me down and drill
me: "Take this to heart. Do what I tell
you--live!
5 Sell everything and buy Wisdom!
Forage for Understanding! Don't forget
one word! Don't deviate an inch!
6Never walk away from Wisdom--she
guards your life; love her--she keeps her
eye on you.
7Above all and before all, do this: Get
Wisdom! Write this at the top of your
list: Get Understanding!
8 Throw your arms around her--believe
me, you won't regret it; never let her
go--she'll make your life glorious.
9 She'll garland your life with grace,
she'll festoon your days with beauty."
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10Dear friend, take my advice; it will
add years to your life.
11 I'm wri ng out clear direc ons to
Wisdom Way, I'm drawing a map to
Righteous Road.
12 I don't want you ending up in blind
alleys, or was ng me making wrong
turns.
13Hold ght to good advice; don't relax
your grip. Guard it well--your life is at
stake!
14Don't take Wicked Bypass; don't so
much as set foot on that road.
15 Stay clear of it; give it a wide berth.
Make a detour and be on your way.
16 Evil people are restless unless they're
making trouble; They can't get a good
night's sleep unless they've made life
miserable for somebody.
17 Perversity is their food and drink,
violence their drug of choice.
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18 The ways of right-living people glow
with light; the longer they live, the
brighter they shine.
19 But the road of wrongdoing gets
darker and darker--travelers can't see a
thing; they fall flat on their faces.
20Dear friend, listen well to my words;
tune your ears to my voice.
21 Keep my message in plain view at all
mes. Concentrate! Learn it by heart!
22 Those who discover these words
live, really live; body and soul, they're
burs ng with health.
23 Keep vigilant watch over your heart;
[that's] where life starts.
24Don't talk out of both sides of your
mouth; avoid careless banter, white lies,
and gossip.
25 Keep your eyes straight ahead; ignore
all sideshow distrac ons.
26Watch your step, and the road will
stretch out smooth before you.
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27 Look neither right nor le ; leave evil
in the dust.

5 1Dear friend, pay close a en on to
this, my wisdom; listen very closely

to the way I see it.
2 Then you'll acquire a taste for good
sense; what I tell you will keep you out
of trouble.
3 The lips of a seduc ve woman are
oh so sweet, her so words are oh so
smooth.
4 But it won't be long before she's
gravel in your mouth, a pain in your gut,
a wound in your heart.
5 She's dancing down the primrose path
to Death; she's headed straight for Hell
and taking you with her.
6 She hasn't a clue about Real Life,
about who she is or where she's going.
7 So, my friend, listen closely; don't
treat my words casually.
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8 Keep your distance from such a
woman; absolutely stay out of her
neighborhood.
9 You don't want to squander your
wonderful life, to waste your precious
life among the hardhearted.
10Why should you allow strangers to
take advantage of you?Why be exploited
by those who care nothing for you?
11 You don't want to end your life full of
regrets, nothing but sin and bones,
12 Saying, "Oh, why didn't I do what
they told me? Why did I reject a
disciplined life?
13Why didn't I listen to my mentors, or
take my teachers seriously?
14My life is ruined! I haven't one
blessed thing to show for my life!"
15Do you know the saying, "Drink from
your own rain barrel, draw water from
your own spring-fed well"?
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16 It's true. Otherwise, you may one day
come home and find your barrel empty
and your well polluted.
17 Your spring water is for you and you
only, not to be passed around among
strangers.
18 Bless your fresh-flowing fountain!
Enjoy the wife you married as a young
man!
19 Lovely as an angel, beau ful as a
rose--don't ever quit taking delight in her
body. Never take her love for granted!
20Why would you trade enduring
in macies for cheap thrills with a
whore? for dalliance with a promiscuous
stranger?
21Mark well that GOD doesn't miss a
move you make; he's aware of every
step you take.
22 The shadow of your sin will overtake
you; you'll find yourself stumbling all
over yourself in the dark.
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23Death is the reward of an
undisciplined life; your foolish decisions
trap you in a dead end.

6 1Dear friend, if you've gone into
hock with your neighbor or locked

yourself into a deal with a stranger,
2 If you've impulsively promised the
shirt off your back and now find yourself
shivering out in the cold,
3 Friend, don't waste a minute, get
yourself out of that mess. You're in that
man's clutches! Go, put on a long face;
act desperate.
4Don't procras nate--there's no me
to lose.
5 Run like a deer from the hunter, fly
like a bird from the trapper!
6 You lazy fool, look at an ant. Watch it
closely; let it teach you a thing or two.
7Nobody has to tell it what to do.
8All summer it stores up food; at
harvest it stockpiles provisions.
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9 So how long are you going to laze
around doing nothing? How long before
you get out of bed?
10A nap here, a nap there, a day off
here, a day off there, sit back, take it
easy--do you know what comes next?
11 Just this: You can look forward to a
dirt-poor life, poverty your permanent
houseguest!
12 Riffraff and rascals talk out of both
sides of their mouths.
13 They wink at each other, they shuffle
their feet, they cross their fingers behind
their backs.
14 Their perverse minds are always
cooking up something nasty, always
s rring up trouble.
15 Catastrophe is just around the corner
for them, a total smash-up, their lives
ruined beyond repair.
16Here are six things GOD hates, and
one more that he loathes with a passion:
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17 eyes that are arrogant, a tongue that
lies, hands that murder the innocent,
18 a heart that hatches evil plots, feet
that race down a wicked track,
19 a mouth that lies under oath, a
troublemaker in the family.
20Good friend, follow your father's
good advice; don't wander off from your
mother's teachings.
21Wrap yourself in them from head to
foot; wear them like a scarf around your
neck.
22Wherever you walk, they'll guide
you; whenever you rest, they'll guard
you; when you wake up, they'll tell you
what's next.
23 For sound advice is a beacon, good
teaching is a light, moral discipline is a
life path.
24 They'll protect you from wanton
women, from the seduc ve talk of some
temptress.
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25Don't lus ully fantasize on her
beauty, nor be taken in by her bedroom
eyes.
26 You can buy an hour with a whore
for a loaf of bread, but a wanton woman
may well eat you alive.
27 Can you build a fire in your lap and
not burn your pants?
28 Can you walk barefoot on hot coals
and not get blisters?
29 It's the same when you have sex with
your neighbor's wife: Touch her and
you'll pay for it. No excuses.
30Hunger is no excuse for a thief to
steal;
31When he's caught he has to pay it
back, even if he has to put his whole
house in hock.
32Adultery is a brainless act, soul-
destroying, self-destruc ve;
33 Expect a bloody nose, a black eye,
and a reputa on ruined for good.
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34 For jealousy detonates rage in a
cheated husband; wild for revenge, he
won't make allowances.
35Nothing you say or pay will make it
all right; neither bribes nor reason will
sa sfy him.

7 1Dear friend, do what I tell you;
treasure my careful instruc ons.

2Do what I say and you'll live well.
My teaching is as precious as your
eyesight--guard it!
3Write it out on the back of your hands;
etch it on the chambers of your heart.
4 Talk to Wisdom as to a sister. Treat
Insight as your companion.
5 They'll be with you to fend off
the Temptress--that smooth-talking,
honey-tongued Seductress.
6As I stood at the window of my house
looking out through the shu ers,
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7Watching the mindless crowd stroll
by, I spo ed a young man without any
sense
8Arriving at the corner of the street
where she lived, then turning up the
path to her house.
9 It was dusk, the evening coming on,
the darkness thickening into night.
10 Just then, a woman met him--she'd
been lying in wait for him, dressed to
seduce him.
11 Brazen and brash she was, restless
and roaming, never at home,
12Walking the streets, loitering in the
mall, hanging out at every corner in
town.
13 She threw her arms around him and
kissed him, boldly took his arm and said,
14 "I've got all the makings for a
feast--today I made my offerings, my
vows are all paid,
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15 So now I've come to find you, hoping
to catch sight of your face--and here you
are!
16 I've spread fresh, clean sheets on my
bed, colorful imported linens.
17My bed is aroma c with spices and
exo c fragrances.
18 Come, let's make love all night, spend
the night in ecsta c lovemaking!
20My husband's not home; he's away
on business, and he won't be back for a
month."
21 Soon she has him ea ng out of
her hand, bewitched by her honeyed
speech.
22 Before you know it, he's tro ng
behind her, like a calf led to the butcher
shop, Like a stag lured into ambush
23 and then shot with an arrow, Like a
bird flying into a net not knowing that its
flying life is over.
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24 So, friends, listen to me, take these
words of mine most seriously.
25Don't fool around with a woman
like that; don't even stroll through her
neighborhood.
26 Countless vic ms come under her
spell; she's the death of many a poor
man.
27 She runs a halfway house to hell, fits
you out with a shroud and a coffin.

8 1Do you hear Lady Wisdom calling?
Can you hear Madame Insight raising

her voice?
2 She's taken her stand at First and
Main, at the busiest intersec on.
3 Right in the city square where the
traffic is thickest, she shouts,
4 "You--I'm talking to all of you,
everyone out here on the streets!
5 Listen, you idiots--learn good sense!
You blockheads--shape up!
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6Don't miss a word of this--I'm telling
you how to live well, I'm telling you how
to live at your best.
7My mouth chews and savors and
relishes truth--I can't stand the taste of
evil!
8 You'll only hear true and right words
from my mouth; not one syllable will be
twisted or skewed.
9 You'll recognize this as true--you with
open minds; truth-ready minds will see
it at once.
10 Prefer my life-disciplines over chasing
a er money, and God-knowledge over a
lucra ve career.
11 For Wisdom is be er than all the
trappings of wealth; nothing you could
wish for holds a candle to her.
12 "I am Lady Wisdom, and I live next
to Sanity; Knowledge and Discre on live
just down the street.
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13 The Fear-of-GOD means ha ng Evil,
whose ways I hate with a passion--pride
and arrogance and crooked talk.
14Good counsel and common sense are
my characteris cs; I am both Insight and
the Virtue to live it out.
15With my help, leaders rule, and
lawmakers legislate fairly;
16With my help, governors govern,
along with all in legi mate authority.
17 I love those who love me; those who
look for me find me.
18Wealth and Glory accompany
me--also substan al Honor and a Good
Name.
19My benefits are worth more than a
big salary, even a very big salary; the
returns on me exceed any imaginable
bonus.
20 You can find me on Righteous Road-
-that's where I walk--at the intersec on
of Jus ce Avenue,
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21Handing out life to those who love
me, filling their arms with life--armloads
of life!
22 "GOD sovereignly mademe--the first,
the basic--before he did anything else.
23 I was brought into being a long me
ago, well before Earth got its start.
24 I arrived on the scene before Ocean,
yes, even before Springs and Rivers and
Lakes.
25 Before Mountains were sculpted and
Hills took shape, I was already there,
newborn;
26 Long before GOD stretched out
Earth's Horizons, and tended to the
minute details of Soil and Weather,
27And set Sky firmly in place, I was
there. When he mapped and gave
borders to wild Ocean,
28 built the vast vault of Heaven, and
installed the fountains that fed Ocean,
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29When he drew a boundary for Sea,
posted a sign that said, NO TRESPASSING,
And then staked out Earth's founda ons,
30 I was right there with him, making
sure everything fit. Day a er day I was
there, with my joyful applause, always
enjoying his company,
31Delighted with the world of things
and creatures, happily celebra ng the
human family.
32 "So, my dear friends, listen carefully;
those who embrace these my ways are
most blessed.
33Mark a life of discipline and live
wisely; don't squander your precious
life.
34 Blessed theman, blessed thewoman,
who listens to me, awake and ready for
me each morning, alert and responsive
as I start my day's work.
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35When you find me, you find life,
real life, to say nothing of GOD's good
pleasure.
36 But if you wrong me, you damage
your very soul; when you reject me,
you're flir ng with death."

9 1 Lady Wisdom has built and
furnished her home; it's supported

by seven hewn mbers.
2 The banquet meal is ready to be
served: lamb roasted, wine poured out,
table set with silver and flowers.
3Having dismissed her serving maids,
Lady Wisdom goes to town, stands in a
prominent place, and invites everyone
within sound of her voice:
4 "Are you confused about life, don't
know what's going on? Come with me,
oh come, have dinner with me!
5 I've prepared a wonderful spread--
fresh-baked bread, roast lamb, carefully
selected wines.
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6 Leave your impoverished confusion
and live! Walk up the street to a life with
meaning."
7 If you reason with an arrogant cynic,
you'll get slapped in the face; confront
bad behavior and get a kick in the shins.
8 So don't waste your me on a scoffer;
all you'll get for your pains is abuse. But
if you correct those who care about life,
that's different--they'll love you for it!
9 Save your breath for the wise--they'll
be wiser for it; tell good people what
you know--they'll profit from it.
10 Skilled living gets its start in the
Fear-of-GOD, insight into life from
knowing a Holy God.
11 It's through me, Lady Wisdom, that
your life deepens, and the years of your
life ripen.
12 Live wisely andwisdomwill permeate
your life; mock life and life will mock you.
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13 Then there's this other woman,
Madame Whore--brazen, empty-
headed, frivolous.
14 She sits on the front porch of her
house on Main Street,
15And as people walk by minding their
own business, calls out,
16 "Are you confused about life, don't
know what's going on?
17 Steal off with me, I'll show you a
good me! No one will ever know--I'll
give you the me of your life."
18 But they don't know about all the
skeletons in her closet, that all her guests
end up in hell.

10 1Wise son, glad father; stupid
son, sad mother.

2 Ill-go en gain gets you nowhere; an
honest life is immortal.
3GOD won't starve an honest soul,
but he frustrates the appe tes of the
wicked.
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4 Sloth makes you poor; diligence brings
wealth.
5Make hay while the sun shines--that's
smart; go fishing during harvest--that's
stupid.
6 Blessings accrue on a good and honest
life, but the mouth of the wicked is a
dark cave of abuse.
7A good and honest life is a blessed
memorial; a wicked life leaves a ro en
stench.
8A wise heart takes orders; an empty
head will come unglued.
9Honesty lives confident and carefree,
but Shi y is sure to be exposed.
10An evasive eye is a sign of trouble
ahead, but an open, face-to-face
mee ng results in peace.
11 The mouth of a good person is a
deep, life-giving well, but the mouth of
the wicked is a dark cave of abuse.
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12Hatred starts fights, but love pulls a
quilt over the bickering.
13 You'll find wisdom on the lips of a
person of insight, but the shortsighted
needs a slap in the face.
14 The wise accumulate knowledge--a
true treasure; know-it-alls talk too
much--a sheer waste.
15 Thewealth of the rich is their bas on;
the poverty of the indigent is their ruin.
16 The wage of a good person is
exuberant life; an evil person ends up
with nothing but sin.
17 The road to life is a disciplined life;
ignore correc on and you're lost for
good.
18 Liars secretly hoard hatred; fools
openly spread slander.
19 The more talk, the less truth; the
wise measure their words.
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20 The speech of a good person is worth
wai ng for; the blabber of the wicked is
worthless.
21 The talk of a good person is rich fare
for many, but cha erboxes die of an
empty heart.
22GOD's blessing makes life rich;
nothing we do can improve on God.
23An empty-head thinks mischief is fun,
but a mindful person relishes wisdom.
24 The nightmares of the wicked come
true; what the good people desire, they
get.
25When the storm is over, there's
nothing le of the wicked; good people,
firm on their rock founda on, aren't
even fazed.
26A lazy employee will give you nothing
but trouble; it's vinegar in the mouth,
smoke in the eyes.
27 The Fear-of-GOD expands your life; a
wicked life is a puny life.
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28 The aspira ons of good people end
in celebra on; the ambi ons of bad
people crash.
29GOD is solid backing to a well-lived
life, but he calls into ques on a shabby
performance.
30Good people [last]--they can't be
moved; the wicked are here today, gone
tomorrow.
31A good person's mouth is a clear
fountain of wisdom; a foul mouth is a
stagnant swamp.
32 The speech of a good person clears
the air; the words of the wicked pollute
it.

11 1GOD hates chea ng in the
marketplace; he loves it when

business is aboveboard.
2 The stuck-up fall flat on their faces,
but down-to-earth people stand firm.
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3 The integrity of the honest keeps
them on track; the deviousness of crooks
brings them to ruin.
4A thick bankroll is no help when life
falls apart, but a principled life can stand
up to the worst.
5Moral character makes for smooth
traveling; an evil life is a hard life.
6Good character is the best insurance;
crooks get trapped in their sinful lust.
7When the wicked die, that's it--the
story's over, end of hope.
8A good person is saved from much
trouble; a bad person runs straight into
it.
9 The loose tongue of the godless
spreads destruc on; the common sense
of the godly preserves them.
10When it goes well for good people,
the whole town cheers; when it
goes badly for bad people, the town
celebrates.
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11When right-living people bless the
city, it flourishes; evil talk turns it into a
ghost town in no me.
12Mean-spirited slander is heartless;
quiet discre on accompanies good
sense.
13A gadabout gossip can't be trusted
with a secret, but someone of integrity
won't violate a confidence.
14Without good direc on, people lose
their way; the more wise counsel you
follow, the be er your chances.
15Whoever makes deals with strangers
is sure to get burned; if you keep a cool
head, you'll avoid rash bargains.
16A woman of gentle grace gets
respect, but men of rough violence grab
for loot.
17When you're kind to others, you help
yourself; when you're cruel to others,
you hurt yourself.
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18 Bad work gets paid with a bad check;
good work gets solid pay.
19 Take your stand with God's loyal
community and live, or chase a er
phantoms of evil and die.
20GOD can't stand deceivers, but oh
how he relishes integrity.
21 Count on this: The wicked won't get
off scot-free, and God's loyal people will
triumph.
22 Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a
beau ful face on an empty head.
23 The desires of good people lead
straight to the best, but wicked ambi on
ends in angry frustra on.
24 The world of the generous gets larger
and larger; the world of the s ngy gets
smaller and smaller.
25 The one who blesses others is
abundantly blessed; those who help
others are helped.
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26 Curses on those who drive a hard
bargain! Blessings on all who play fair
and square!
27 The one who seeks good finds
delight; the student of evil becomes evil.
28A life devoted to things is a dead
life, a stump; a God-shaped life is a
flourishing tree.
29 Exploit or abuse your family, and end
up with a fis ul of air; common sense
tells you it's a stupid way to live.
30A good life is a fruit-bearing tree; a
violent life destroys souls.
31 If good people barely make it, what's
in store for the bad!

12 1 If you love learning, you love the
discipline that goes with it--how

shortsighted to refuse correc on!
2A good person basks in the delight of
GOD, and he wants nothing to do with
devious schemers.
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3 You can't find firm foo ng in a swamp,
but life rooted in God stands firm.
4A hearty wife invigorates her husband,
but a frigid woman is cancer in the
bones.
5 The thinking of principled people
makes for jus ce; the plots of
degenerates corrupt.
6 The words of the wicked kill; the
speech of the upright saves.
7Wicked people fall to pieces--there's
nothing to them; the homes of good
people hold together.
8A person who talks sense is honored;
airheads are held in contempt.
9 Be er to be ordinary and work for a
living than act important and starve in
the process.
10Good people are good to their
animals; the "good-hearted" bad people
kick and abuse them.
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11 The one who stays on the job has
food on the table; the witless chase
whims and fancies.
12What the wicked construct finally
falls into ruin, while the roots of the
righteous give life, and more life.
13 The gossip of bad people gets them
in trouble; the conversa on of good
people keeps them out of it.
14Well-spoken words bring sa sfac on;
well-done work has its own reward.
15 Fools are headstrong and do what
they like; wise people take advice.
16 Fools have short fuses and explode
all too quickly; the prudent quietly shrug
off insults.
17 Truthful witness by a good person
clears the air, but liars lay down a smoke
screen of deceit.
18 Rash language cuts and maims, but
there is healing in the words of the wise.
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19 Truth lasts; lies are here today, gone
tomorrow.
20 Evil scheming distorts the schemer;
peace-planning brings joy to the planner.
21No evil can overwhelm a good
person, but the wicked have their hands
full of it.
22God can't stomach liars; he loves the
company of those who keep their word.
23 Prudent people don't flaunt their
knowledge; talka ve fools broadcast
their silliness.
24 The diligent find freedom in their
work; the lazy are oppressed by work.
25Worry weighs us down; a cheerful
word picks us up.
26A good person survives misfortune,
but a wicked life invites disaster.
27A lazy life is an empty life, but "early
to rise" gets the job done.
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28Good men and women travel right
into life; sin's detours take you straight
to hell.

13 1 Intelligent children listen to
their parents; foolish children do

their own thing.
2 The good acquire a taste for helpful
conversa on; bullies push and shove
their way through life.
3 Careful words make for a careful life;
careless talk may ruin everything.
4 Indolence wants it all and gets
nothing; the energe c have something
to show for their lives.
5A good person hates false talk; a bad
person wallows in gibberish.
6A God-loyal life keeps you on track; sin
dumps the wicked in the ditch.
7A preten ous, showy life is an empty
life; a plain and simple life is a full life.
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8 The rich can be sued for everything
they have, but the poor are free of such
threats.
9 The lives of good people are brightly
lit streets; the lives of the wicked are
dark alleys.
10Arrogant know-it-alls s r up discord,
but wise men and women listen to each
other's counsel.
11 Easy come, easy go, but steady
diligence pays off.
12Unrelen ng disappointment leaves
you heartsick, but a sudden good break
can turn life around.
13 Ignore the Word and suffer; honor
God's commands and grow rich.
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain
of life, so, no more drinking from
death-tainted wells!
15 Sound thinking makes for gracious
living, but liars walk a rough road.
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16A commonsense person lives good
sense; fools li er the country with
silliness.
17 Irresponsible talk makes a real mess
of things, but a reliable reporter is a
healing presence.
18 Refuse discipline and end up
homeless; embrace correc on and live
an honored life.
19 Souls who follow their hearts thrive;
fools bent on evil despise ma ers of
soul.
20 Become wise by walking with the
wise; hang out with fools and watch your
life fall to pieces.
21Disaster entraps sinners, but
God-loyal people get a good life.
22A good life gets passed on to the
grandchildren; ill-go en wealth ends up
with good people.
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23 Banks foreclose on the farms of the
poor, or else the poor lose their shirts to
crooked lawyers.
24A refusal to correct is a refusal to
love; love your children by disciplining
them.
25An appe te for good brings much
sa sfac on, but the belly of the wicked
always wants more.

14 1 Lady Wisdom builds a lovely
home; Sir Fool comes along and

tears it down brick by brick.
2An honest life shows respect for GOD;
a degenerate life is a slap in his face.
3 Frivolous talk provokes a derisive
smile; wise speech evokes nothing but
respect.
4No ca le, no crops; a good harvest
requires a strong ox for the plow.
5A true witness never lies; a false
witness makes a business of it.
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6 Cynics look high and low for wisdom--
and never find it; the open-minded find
it right on their doorstep!
7 Escape quickly from the company of
fools; they're a waste of your me, a
waste of your words.
8 The wisdom of the wise keeps life on
track; the foolishness of fools lands them
in the ditch.
9 The stupid ridicule right and wrong,
but a moral life is a favored life.
10 The person who shuns the bi er
moments of friends will be an outsider
at their celebra ons.
11 Lives of careless wrongdoing are
tumbledown shacks; holy living builds
soaring cathedrals.
12 There's a way of life that looks
harmless enough; look again--it leads
straight to hell.



PROVERBS 14 50
13 Sure, those people appear to be
having a good me, but all that laughter
will end in heartbreak.
14A mean person gets paid back in
meanness, a gracious person in grace.
15 The gullible believe anything they're
told; the prudent si and weigh every
word.
16 The wise watch their steps and avoid
evil; fools are headstrong and reckless.
17 The hotheaded do things they'll later
regret; the coldhearted get the cold
shoulder.
18 Foolish dreamers live in a world of
illusion; wise realists plant their feet on
the ground.
19 Eventually, evil will pay tribute to
good; the wicked will respect God-loyal
people.
20An unlucky loser is shunned by all,
but everyone loves a winner.
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21 It's criminal to ignore a neighbor in
need, but compassion for the poor--what
a blessing!
22 Isn't it obvious that conspirators lose
out, while the though ul win love and
trust?
23Hard work always pays off; mere talk
puts no bread on the table.
24 The wise accumulate wisdom; fools
get stupider by the day.
25 Souls are saved by truthful witness
and betrayed by the spread of lies.
26 The Fear-of-GOD builds up
confidence, and makes a world safe for
your children.
27 The Fear-of-GOD is a spring of living
water so you won't go off drinking from
poisoned wells.
28 The mark of a good leader is loyal
followers; leadership is nothing without
a following.
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29 Slowness to anger makes for deep
understanding; a quick-tempered person
stockpiles stupidity.
30A sound mind makes for a robust
body, but runaway emo ons corrode the
bones.
31 You insult your Maker when you
exploit the powerless; when you're kind
to the poor, you honor God.
32 The evil of bad people leaves them
out in the cold; the integrity of good
people creates a safe place for living.
33 Lady Wisdom is at home in an
understanding heart--fools never even
get to say hello.
34God-devo on makes a country
strong; God-avoidance leaves people
weak.
35Diligent work gets a warm
commenda on; shi less work earns an
angry rebuke.
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15 1A gentle response defuses
anger, but a sharp tongue kindles

a temper-fire.
2 Knowledge flows like spring water
from the wise; fools are leaky faucets,
dripping nonsense.
3GOD doesn't miss a thing--he's alert
to good and evil alike.
4 Kind words heal and help; cu ng
words wound and maim.
5Moral dropouts won't listen to their
elders; welcoming correc on is a mark
of good sense.
6 The lives of God-loyal people flourish;
a misspent life is soon bankrupt.
7 Percep ve words spread knowledge;
fools are hollow--there's nothing to
them.
8GOD can't stand pious poses, but he
delights in genuine prayers.
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9A life fri ered away disgusts GOD;
he loves those who run straight for the
finish line.
10 It's a school of hard knocks for those
who leave God's path, a dead-end street
for those who hate God's rules.
11 Even hell holds no secrets from
GOD--do you think he can't read human
hearts?
12 Know-it-alls don't like being told
what to do; they avoid the company of
wise men and women.
13A cheerful heart brings a smile to
your face; a sad heart makes it hard to
get through the day.
14An intelligent person is always eager
to take in more truth; fools feed on
fast-food fads and fancies.
15A miserable heart means a miserable
life; a cheerful heart fills the day with
song.
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16A simple life in the Fear-of-GOD
is be er than a rich life with a ton of
headaches.
17 Be er a bread crust shared in love
than a slab of prime rib served in hate.
18Hot tempers start fights; a calm, cool
spirit keeps the peace.
19 The path of lazy people is overgrown
with briers; the diligent walk down a
smooth road.
20 Intelligent children make their
parents proud; lazy students embarrass
their parents.
21 The empty-headed treat life as
a plaything; the percep ve grasp its
meaning and make a go of it.
22 Refuse good advice and watch your
plans fail; take good counsel and watch
them succeed.
23 Congenial conversa on--what a
pleasure! The right word at the right
me--beau ful!
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24 Life ascends to the heights for the
though ul--it's a clean about-face from
descent into hell.
25GOD smashes the pretensions of the
arrogant; he stands with those who have
no standing.
26GOD can't stand evil scheming, but
he puts words of grace and beauty on
display.
27A greedy and grasping person
destroys community; those who refuse
to exploit live and let live.
28 Prayerful answers come from
God-loyal people; the wicked are sewers
of abuse.
29GOD keeps his distance from the
wicked; he closely a ends to the prayers
of God-loyal people.
30A twinkle in the eye means joy in the
heart, and good news makes you feel fit
as a fiddle.
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31 Listen to good advice if you want to
live well, an honored guest among wise
men and women.
32An undisciplined, self-willed life is
puny; an obedient, God-willed life is
spacious.
33 Fear-of-GOD is a school in skilled
living--first you learn humility, then you
experience glory.

16 1Mortals make elaborate plans,
but GOD has the last word.

2Humans are sa sfied with whatever
looks good; GOD probes for what is
good.
3 Put GOD in charge of your work, then
what you've planned will take place.
4GOD made everything with a place
and purpose; even the wicked are
included--but for [judgment].
5GOD can't stomach arrogance or
pretense; believe me, he'll put those
upstarts in their place.
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6Guilt is banished through love and
truth; Fear-of-GOD deflects evil.
7When GOD approves of your life, even
your enemies will end up shaking your
hand.
8 Far be er to be right and poor than to
be wrong and rich.
9We plan the way we want to live, but
only GOD makes us able to live it.
10A good leader mo vates, doesn't
mislead, doesn't exploit.
11GOD cares about honesty in the
workplace; your business is his business.
12Good leaders abhor wrongdoing of
all kinds; sound leadership has a moral
founda on.
13Good leaders cul vate honest
speech; they love advisors who tell them
the truth.
14An intemperate leader wreaks havoc
in lives; you're smart to stay clear of
someone like that.
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15Good-tempered leaders invigorate
lives; they're like spring rain and
sunshine.
16Get wisdom--it's worth more than
money; choose insight over income
every me.
17 The road of right living bypasses evil;
watch your step and save your life.
18 First pride, then the crash--the bigger
the ego, the harder the fall.
19 It's be er to live humbly among the
poor than to live it up among the rich
and famous.
20 It pays to take life seriously; things
work out when you trust in GOD.
21A wise person gets known for insight;
gracious words add to one's reputa on.
22 True intelligence is a spring of fresh
water, while fools sweat it out the hard
way.
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23 They make a lot of sense, these
wise folks; whenever they speak, their
reputa on increases.
24Gracious speech is like clover
honey--good taste to the soul, quick
energy for the body.
25 There's a way that looks harmless
enough; look again--it leads straight to
hell.
26Appe te is an incen ve to work;
hunger makes you work all the harder.
27Mean people spread mean gossip;
their words smart and burn.
28 Troublemakers start fights; gossips
break up friendships.
29 Calloused climbers betray their very
own friends; they'd stab their own
grandmothers in the back.
30A shi y eye betrays an evil inten on;
a clenched jaw signals trouble ahead.
31Gray hair is a mark of dis nc on, the
award for a God-loyal life.
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32Modera on is be er than muscle,
self-control be er than poli cal power.
33Make your mo ons and cast your
votes, but GOD has the final say.

17 1A meal of bread and water in
contented peace is be er than a

banquet spiced with quarrels.
2A wise servant takes charge of an
unruly child and is honored as one of the
family.
3As silver in a crucible and gold in a
pan, so our lives are assayed by GOD.
4 Evil people relish malicious
conversa on; the ears of liars itch
for dirty gossip.
5Whoever mocks poor people, insults
their Creator; gloa ng over misfortune is
a punishable crime.
6Old people are dis nguished by
grandchildren; children take pride in
their parents.
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7We don't expect eloquence from
fools, nor do we expect lies from our
leaders.
8 Receiving a gi is like ge ng a rare
gemstone; any way you look at it, you
see beauty refracted.
9Overlook an offense and bond
a friendship; fasten on to a slight
and--good-bye, friend!
10A quiet rebuke to a person of good
sense does more than a whack on the
head of a fool.
11 Criminals out looking for nothing but
trouble won't have to wait long--they'll
meet it coming and going!
12 Be er to meet a grizzly robbed of her
cubs than a fool hellbent on folly.
13 Those who return evil for good will
meet their own evil returning.
14 The start of a quarrel is like a leak in
a dam, so stop it before it bursts.
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15Whitewashing bad people and
throwing mud on good people are
equally abhorrent to GOD.
16What's this? Fools out shopping for
wisdom! They wouldn't recognize it if
they saw it!
17 Friends love through all kinds of
weather, and families s ck together in
all kinds of trouble.
18 It's stupid to try to get something
for nothing, or run up huge bills you can
never pay.
19 The person who courts sin, marries
trouble; build a wall, invite a burglar.
20A bad mo ve can't achieve a good
end; double-talk brings you double
trouble.
21Having a fool for a child is misery; it's
no fun being the parent of a dolt.
22A cheerful disposi on is good for
your health; gloom and doom leave you
bone- red.
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23 The wicked take bribes under the
table; they show nothing but contempt
for jus ce.
24 The percep ve find wisdom in
their own front yard; fools look for it
everywhere but right here.
25A surly, stupid child is sheer pain
to a father, a bi er pill for a mother to
swallow.
26 It's wrong to penalize good behavior,
or make good ci zens pay for the crimes
of others.
27 The one who knows much says li le;
an understanding person remains calm.
28 Even dunces who keep quiet are
thought to be wise; as long as they keep
their mouths shut, they're smart.

18 1 Loners who care only for
themselves spit on the common

good.
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2 Fools care nothing for though ul
discourse; all they do is run off at the
mouth.
3When wickedness arrives, shame's
not far behind; contempt for life is
contemp ble.
4Many words rush along like rivers in
flood, but deep wisdom flows up from
artesian springs.
5 It's not right to go easy on the guilty,
or come down hard on the innocent.
6 The words of a fool start fights; do
him a favor and gag him.
7 Fools are undone by their big mouths;
their souls are crushed by their words.
8 Listening to gossip is like ea ng cheap
candy; do you really want junk like that
in your belly?
9 Slack habits and sloppy work are as
bad as vandalism.
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10GOD's name is a place of protec on-
-good people can run there and be
safe.
11 The rich think their wealth protects
them; they imagine themselves safe
behind it.
12 Pride first, then the crash, but
humility is precursor to honor.
13Answering before listening is both
stupid and rude.
14A healthy spirit conquers adversity,
but what can you do when the spirit is
crushed?
15Wise men and women are always
learning, always listening for fresh
insights.
16A gi gets a en on; it buys the
a en on of eminent people.
17 The first speech in a court case
is always convincing--un l the cross-
examina on starts!
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18 You may have to draw straws when
faced with a tough decision.
19Do a favor and win a friend forever;
nothing can un e that bond.
20Words sa sfy the mind as much as
fruit does the stomach; good talk is as
gra fying as a good harvest.
21Words kill, words give life; they're
either poison or fruit--you choose.
22 Find a good spouse, you find a good
life--and even more: the favor of GOD!
23 The poor speak in so supplica ons;
the rich bark out answers.
24 Friends come and friends go, but a
true friend s cks by you like family.

19 1 Be er to be poor and honest
than a rich person no one can

trust.
2 Ignorant zeal is worthless; haste
makes waste.
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3 People ruin their lives by their own
stupidity, so why does GOD always get
blamed?
4Wealth a racts friends as honey
draws flies, but poor people are avoided
like a plague.
5 Perjury won't go unpunished. Would
you let a liar go free?
6 Lots of people flock around a
generous person; everyone's a friend to
the philanthropist.
7When you're down on your luck, even
your family avoids you--yes, even your
best friends wish you'd get lost. If they
see you coming, they look the other
way--out of sight, out of mind.
8Grow a wise heart--you'll do yourself
a favor; keep a clear head--you'll find a
good life.
9 The person who tells lies gets caught;
the person who spreads rumors is
ruined.
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10 Blockheads shouldn't live on easy
street any more than workers should
give orders to their boss.
11 Smart people know how to hold their
tongue; their grandeur is to forgive and
forget.
12Mean-tempered leaders are like mad
dogs; the good-natured are like fresh
morning dew.
13A parent is worn to a frazzle by a
stupid child; a nagging spouse is a leaky
faucet.
14House and land are handed down
from parents, but a congenial spouse
comes straight from GOD.
15 Life collapses on loafers; lazybones
go hungry.
16 Keep the rules and keep your life;
careless living kills.
17Mercy to the needy is a loan to GOD,
and GOD pays back those loans in full.
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18Discipline your children while you
s ll have the chance; indulging them
destroys them.
19 Let angry people endure the backlash
of their own anger; if you try to make it
be er, you'll only make it worse.
20 Take good counsel and accept
correc on--that's the way to live wisely
and well.
21We humans keep brainstorming
op ons and plans, but GOD's purpose
prevails.
22 It's only human to want to make a
buck, but it's be er to be poor than a
liar.
23 Fear-of-GOD is life itself, a full life,
and serene--no nasty surprises.
24 Some people dig a fork into the pie
but are too lazy to raise it to their mouth.
25 Punish the insolent--make an
example of them. Who knows?
Somebody might learn a good lesson.
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26 Kids who lash out against their
parents are an embarrassment and
disgrace.
27 If you quit listening, dear child, and
strike off on your own, you'll soon be out
of your depth.
28An unprincipled witness desecrates
jus ce; the mouths of the wicked spew
malice.
29 The irreverent have to learn
reverence the hard way; only a slap in
the face brings fools to a en on.

20 1Wine makes you mean, beer
makes you quarrelsome--a

staggering drunk is not much fun.
2Quick-tempered leaders are like mad
dogs--cross them and they bite your
head off.
3 It's a mark of good character to avert
quarrels, but fools love to pick fights.
4A farmer too lazy to plant in the spring
has nothing to harvest in the fall.
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5 Knowing what is right is like deep
water in the heart; a wise person draws
from the well within.
6 Lots of people claim to be loyal and
loving, but where on earth can you find
one?
7God-loyal people, living honest lives,
make it much easier for their children.
8 Leaders who know their business and
care keep a sharp eye out for the shoddy
and cheap,
9 For who among us can be trusted to
be always diligent and honest?
10 Switching price tags and padding the
expense account are two things GOD
hates.
11 Young people eventually reveal by
their ac ons if their mo ves are on the
up and up.
12 Ears that hear and eyes that see--we
get our basic equipment from GOD!
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13Don't be too fond of sleep; you'll end
up in the poorhouse. Wake up and get
up; then there'll be food on the table.
14 The shopper says, "That's junk--I'll
take it off your hands," then goes off
boas ng of the bargain.
15Drinking from the beau ful chalice
of knowledge is be er than adorning
oneself with gold and rare gems.
16Hold ght to collateral on any loan to
a stranger; beware of accep ng what a
transient has pawned.
17 Stolen bread tastes sweet, but soon
your mouth is full of gravel.
18 Form your purpose by asking for
counsel, then carry it out using all the
help you can get.
19Gossips can't keep secrets, so never
confide in blabbermouths.
20Anyone who curses father and
mother ex nguishes light and exists
benighted.



PROVERBS 20 74
21A bonanza at the beginning is no
guarantee of blessing at the end.
22Don't ever say, "I'll get you for that!"
Wait for GOD; he'll se le the score.
23GOD hates chea ng in the
marketplace; rigged scales are an
outrage.
24 The very steps we take come from
GOD; otherwise how would we know
where we're going?
25An impulsive vow is a trap; later you'll
wish you could get out of it.
26A er careful scru ny, a wise leader
makes a clean sweep of rebels and dolts.
27GOD is in charge of human life,
watching and examining us inside and
out.
28 Love and truth form a good leader;
sound leadership is founded on loving
integrity.
29 Youth may be admired for vigor, but
gray hair gives pres ge to old age.
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30A good thrashing purges evil;
punishment goes deep within us.

21 1Good leadership is a channel
of water controlled by God; he

directs it to whatever ends he chooses.
2We jus fy our ac ons by appearances;
GOD examines our mo ves.
3 Clean living before God and jus ce
with our neighbors mean far more to
GOD than religious performance.
4Arrogance and pride--dis nguishing
marks in the wicked--are just plain sin.
5 Careful planning puts you ahead in
the long run; hurry and scurry puts you
further behind.
6Make it to the top by lying and
chea ng; get paid with smoke and a
promo on--to death!
7 The wicked get buried alive by their
loot because they refuse to use it to help
others.



PROVERBS 21 76
8Mixed mo ves twist life into tangles;
pure mo ves take you straight down the
road.
9 Be er to live alone in a tumbledown
shack than share a mansion with a
nagging spouse.
10Wicked souls love to make trouble;
they feel nothing for friends and
neighbors.
11 Simpletons only learn the hard way,
but the wise learn by listening.
12A God-loyal person will see right
through the wicked and undo the evil
they've planned.
13 If you stop your ears to the cries of
the poor, your cries will go unheard,
unanswered.
14A quietly given gi soothes an
irritable person; a hear elt present cools
a hot temper.
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15Good people celebrate when jus ce
triumphs, but for the workers of evil it's
a bad day.
16Whoever wanders off the straight
and narrow ends up in a congrega on of
ghosts.
17 You're addicted to thrills? What an
empty life! The pursuit of pleasure is
never sa sfied.
18What a bad person plots against the
good, boomerangs; the plo er gets it in
the end.
19 Be er to live in a tent in the wild
than with a cross and petulant spouse.
20Valuables are safe in a wise person's
home; fools put it all out for yard sales.
21Whoever goes hun ng for what is
right and kind finds life itself--[glorious]
life!
22One sage entered a whole city of
armed soldiers--their trusted defenses
fell to pieces!
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23Watch your words and hold your
tongue; you'll save yourself a lot of grief.
24 You know their names--Brash,
Impudent, Blasphemer--intemperate
hotheads, every one.
25 Lazy people finally die of hunger
because they won't get up and go to
work.
26 Sinners are always wan ng what they
don't have; the God-loyal are always
giving what they do have.
27 Religious performance by the wicked
s nks; it's even worse when they use it
to get ahead.
28A lying witness is unconvincing; a
person who speaks truth is respected.
29Unscrupulous people fake it a lot;
honest people are sure of their steps.
30Nothing clever, nothing conceived,
nothing contrived, can get the be er of
GOD.
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31Do your best, prepare for the
worst--then trust GOD to bring victory.

22 1A sterling reputa on is be er
than striking it rich; a gracious

spirit is be er than money in the bank.
2 The rich and the poor shake hands as
equals--GOD made them both!
3A prudent person sees trouble coming
and ducks; a simpleton walks in blindly
and is clobbered.
4 The payoff for meekness and Fear-of-
GOD is plenty and honor and a sa sfying
life.
5 The perverse travel a dangerous road,
potholed and mud-slick; if you know
what's good for you, stay clear of it.
6 Point your kids in the right direc on-
-when they're old they won't be
lost.
7 The poor are always ruled over by the
rich, so don't borrow and put yourself
under their power.
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8Whoever sows sin reaps weeds, and
bullying anger spu ers into nothing.
9Generous hands are blessed hands
because they give bread to the poor.
10 Kick out the troublemakers and
things will quiet down; you need a break
from bickering and griping!
11GOD loves the pure-hearted and
well-spoken; good leaders also delight in
their friendship.
12GOD guards knowledge with a
passion, but he'll have nothing to do
with decep on.
13 The loafer says, "There's a lion on the
loose! If I go out I'll be eaten alive!"
14 Themouth of a whore is a bo omless
pit; you'll fall in that pit if you're on the
outs with GOD.
15 Young people are prone to
foolishness and fads; the cure comes
through tough-minded discipline.
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16 Exploit the poor or glad-hand the
rich--whichever, you'll end up the poorer
for it.
17 Listen carefully to my wisdom; take
to heart what I can teach you. You'll
treasure its sweetness deep within;
18 you'll give it bold expression in your
speech.
19 To make sure your founda on is trust
in GOD, I'm laying it all out right now just
for you.
20 I'm giving you thirty sterling
principles--tested guidelines to live by.
21 Believe me--these are truths that
work, and will keep you accountable to
those who sent you.
22Don't walk on the poor just because
they're poor, and don't use your posi on
to crush the weak,
23 Because GOD will come to their
defense; the life you took, he'll take from
you and give back to them.
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24Don't hang out with angry people;
don't keep company with hotheads.
25 Bad temper is contagious--don't get
infected.
26Don't gamble on the pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow, hocking your
house against a lucky chance.
27 The me will come when you have
to pay up; you'll be le with nothing but
the shirt on your back.
28Don't stealthily move back the
boundary lines staked out long ago by
your ancestors.
29Observe people who are good at
their work--skilled workers are always in
demand and admired; they don't take a
back seat to anyone.

23 1When you go out to dinner with
an influen al person, mind your

manners:
2Don't gobble your food, don't talk
with your mouth full.
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3And don't stuff yourself; bridle your
appe te.
4Don't wear yourself out trying to get
rich; restrain yourself!
5 Riches disappear in the blink of an
eye; wealth sprouts wings and flies off
into the wild blue yonder.
6Don't accept a meal from a ghtwad;
don't expect anything special.
7He'll be as s ngy with you as he is
with himself; he'll say, "Eat! Drink!" but
won't mean a word of it.
8His miserly serving will turn your
stomach when you realize the meal's a
sham.
9Don't bother talking sense to fools;
they'll only poke fun at your words.
10Don't stealthily move back the
boundary lines or cheat orphans out of
their property,
11 For they have a powerful Advocate
who will go to bat for them.
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12Give yourselves to disciplined
instruc on; open your ears to tested
knowledge.
13Don't be afraid to correct your young
ones; a spanking won't kill them.
14A good spanking, in fact, might save
them from something worse than death.
15Dear child, if you become wise, I'll be
one happy parent.
16My heart will dance and sing to the
tuneful truth you'll speak.
17Don't for a minute envy careless
rebels; soak yourself in the Fear-of-GOD--
18 [That's] where your future lies.
[Then] you won't be le with an armload
of nothing.
19Oh listen, dear child--become wise;
point your life in the right direc on.
20Don't drink too much wine and get
drunk; don't eat too much food and get
fat.
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21Drunks and glu ons will end up on
skid row, in a stupor and dressed in rags.
22 Listen with respect to the father who
raised you, and when your mother grows
old, don't neglect her.
23 Buy truth--don't sell it for love or
money; buy wisdom, buy educa on, buy
insight.
24 Parents rejoice when their children
turn out well; wise children become
proud parents.
25 So make your father happy! Make
your mother proud!
26Dear child, I want your full a en on;
please do what I show you.
27A whore is a bo omless pit; a loose
woman can get you in deep trouble fast.
28 She'll take you for all you've got;
she's worse than a pack of thieves.
29Who are the people who are always
crying the blues? Who do you know who
reeks of self-pity? Who keeps ge ng
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beat up for no reason at all? Whose eyes
are bleary and bloodshot?
30 It's those who spend the night with
a bo le, for whom drinking is serious
business.
31Don't judge wine by its label, or its
bouquet, or its full-bodied flavor.
32 Judge it rather by the hangover it
leaves you with--the spli ng headache,
the queasy stomach.
33Do you really prefer seeing double,
with your speech all slurred,
34 Reeling and seasick, drunk as a
sailor?
35 "They hit me," you'll say, "but it
didn't hurt; they beat on me, but I didn't
feel a thing. When I'm sober enough to
manage it, bring me another drink!"

24 1Don't envy bad people; don't
even want to be around them.
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2All they think about is causing a
disturbance; all they talk about is making
trouble.
3 It takes wisdom to build a house,
and understanding to set it on a firm
founda on;
4 It takes knowledge to furnish its
rooms with fine furniture and beau ful
draperies.
5 It's be er to be wise than strong;
intelligence outranks muscle any day.
6 Strategic planning is the key to
warfare; to win, you need a lot of good
counsel.
7Wise conversa on is way over the
head of fools; in a serious discussion
they haven't a clue.
8 The person who's always cooking
up some evil soon gets a reputa on as
prince of rogues.
9 Fools incubate sin; cynics desecrate
beauty.
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10 If you fall to pieces in a crisis, there
wasn't much to you in the first place.
11 Rescue the perishing; don't hesitate
to step in and help.
12 If you say, "Hey, that's none of my
business," will that get you off the hook?
Someone is watching you closely, you
know--Someone not impressed with
weak excuses.
13 Eat honey, dear child--it's good for
you--and delicacies that melt in your
mouth.
14 Likewise knowledge, and wisdom for
your soul--Get that and your future's
secured, your hope is on solid rock.
15Don't interfere with good people's
lives; don't try to get the best of them.
16No ma er how many mes you trip
them up, God-loyal people don't stay
down long; Soon they're up on their
feet, while the wicked end up flat on
their faces.
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17Don't laugh when your enemy falls;
don't crow over his collapse.
18GOD might see, and become very
provoked, and then take pity on his
plight.
19Don't bother your head with
braggarts or wish you could succeed like
the wicked.
20 Those people have no future at all;
they're headed down a dead-end street.
21 Fear GOD, dear child--respect your
leaders; don't be defiant or mu nous.
22Without warning your life can turn
upside-down, and who knows how or
when it might happen?
23 It's wrong, very wrong, to go along
with injus ce.
24Whoever whitewashes the wicked
gets a black mark in the history books,
25 But whoever exposes the wicked will
be thanked and rewarded.
26An honest answer is like a warm hug.
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27 First plant your fields; [then] build
your barn.
28Don't talk about your neighbors
behind their backs--no slander or gossip,
please.
29Don't say to anyone, "I'll get back at
you for what you did to me. I'll make you
pay for what you did!"
30One day I walked by the field of an
old lazybones, and then passed the
vineyard of a lout;
31 They were overgrown with weeds,
thick with thistles, all the fences broken
down.
32 I took a long look and pondered what
I saw; the fields preached me a sermon
and I listened:
33 "A nap here, a nap there, a day off
here, a day off there, sit back, take it
easy--do you know what comes next?
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34 Just this: You can look forward to
a dirt-poor life, with poverty as your
permanent houseguest!"

25 1 There are also these proverbs of
Solomon, collected by scribes of

Hezekiah, king of Judah.
2God delights in concealing things;
scien sts delight in discovering things.
3 Like the horizons for breadth and the
ocean for depth, the understanding of a
good leader is broad and deep.
4 Remove impuri es from the silver and
the silversmith can cra a fine chalice;
5 Remove the wicked from leadership
and authority will be credible and
God-honoring.
6Don't work yourself into the spotlight;
don't push your way into the place of
prominence.
7 It's be er to be promoted to a place
of honor than face humilia on by being
demoted.
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8Don't jump to conclusions--there may
be a perfectly good explana on for what
you just saw.
9 In the heat of an argument, don't
betray confidences;
10Word is sure to get around, and no
one will trust you.
11 The right word at the right me is like
a custom-made piece of jewelry,
12And a wise friend's mely reprimand
is like a gold ring slipped on your finger.
13 Reliable friends who do what they
say are like cool drinks in sweltering
heat--refreshing!
14 Like billowing clouds that bring no
rain is the person who talks big but never
produces.
15 Pa ent persistence pierces through
indifference; gentle speech breaks down
rigid defenses.
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16When you're given a box of candy,
don't gulp it all down; eat too much
chocolate and you'll make yourself sick;
17And when you find a friend, don't
outwear your welcome; show up at all
hours and he'll soon get fed up.
18Anyone who tells lies against the
neighbors in court or on the street is a
loose cannon.
19 Trus ng a double-crosser when
you're in trouble is like bi ng down on
an abscessed tooth.
20 Singing light songs to the
heavyhearted is like pouring salt in
their wounds.
21 If you see your enemy hungry, go
buy him lunch; if he's thirsty, bring him a
drink.
22 Your generosity will surprise him with
goodness, and GOD will look a er you.
23A north wind brings stormy weather,
and a gossipy tongue stormy looks.
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24 Be er to live alone in a tumbledown
shack than share a mansion with a
nagging spouse.
25 Like a cool drink of water when
you're worn out and weary is a le er
from a long-lost friend.
26A good person who gives in to a bad
person is a muddied spring, a polluted
well.
27 It's not smart to stuff yourself with
sweets, nor is glory piled on glory good
for you.
28A person without self-control is like
a house with its doors and windows
knocked out.

26 1We no more give honors to fools
than pray for snow in summer or

rain during harvest.
2 You have as li le to fear from an
undeserved curse as from the dart of a
wren or the swoop of a swallow.
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3A whip for the racehorse, a ller for
the sailboat--and a s ck for the back of
fools!
4Don't respond to the stupidity of a
fool; you'll only look foolish yourself.
5Answer a fool in simple terms so he
doesn't get a swelled head.
6 You're only asking for trouble when
you send a message by a fool.
7A proverb quoted by fools is limp as a
wet noodle.
8 Pu ng a fool in a place of honor is like
se ng a mud brick on a marble column.
9 To ask a moron to quote a proverb is
like pu ng a scalpel in the hands of a
drunk.
10Hire a fool or a drunk and you shoot
yourself in the foot.
11As a dog eats its own vomit, so fools
recycle silliness.
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12 See that man who thinks he's so
smart? You can expect far more from a
fool than from him.
13 Loafers say, "It's dangerous out
there! Tigers are prowling the streets!"
and then pull the covers back over their
heads.
14 Just as a door turns on its hinges, so
a lazybones turns back over in bed.
15A shi less sluggard puts his fork in
the pie, but is too lazy to li it to his
mouth.
16Dreamers fantasize their self-
importance; they think they are smarter
than a whole college faculty.
17 You grab a mad dog by the ears when
you bu into a quarrel that's none of
your business.
18 People who shrug off deliberate
decep ons, saying, "I didn't mean it, I
was only joking,"
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19Are worse than careless campers who
walk away from smoldering campfires.
20When you run out of wood, the fire
goes out; when the gossip ends, the
quarrel dies down.
21A quarrelsome person in a dispute is
like kerosene thrown on a fire.
22 Listening to gossip is like ea ng cheap
candy; do you want junk like that in your
belly?
23 Smooth talk from an evil heart is like
glaze on cracked po ery.
24 Your enemy shakes hands and greets
you like an old friend, all the while
conniving against you.
25When he speaks warmly to you,
don't believe him for a minute; he's just
wai ng for the chance to rip you off.
26Noma er how cunningly he conceals
his malice, eventually his evil will be
exposed in public.
27Malice backfires; spite boomerangs.
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28 Liars hate their vic ms; fla erers
sabotage trust.

27 1Don't brashly announce what
you're going to do tomorrow;

you don't know the first thing about
tomorrow.
2Don't call a en on to yourself; let
others do that for you.
3 Carrying a log across your shoulders
while you're he ing a boulder with your
arms Is nothing compared to the burden
of pu ng up with a fool.
4We're blasted by anger and swamped
by rage, but who can survive jealousy?
5A spoken reprimand is be er than
approval that's never expressed.
6 The wounds from a lover are worth it;
kisses from an enemy do you in.
7When you've stuffed yourself, you
refuse dessert; when you're starved, you
could eat a horse.
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8 People who won't se le down,
wandering hither and yon, are like
restless birds, fli ng to and fro.
9 Just as lo ons and fragrance give
sensual delight, a sweet friendship
refreshes the soul.
10Don't leave your friends or your
parents' friends and run home to your
family when things get rough; Be er a
nearby friend than a distant family.
11 Become wise, dear child, and make
me happy; then nothing the world
throws my way will upset me.
12A prudent person sees trouble
coming and ducks; a simpleton walks in
blindly and is clobbered.
13Hold ght to collateral on any loan to
a stranger; be wary of accep ng what a
transient has pawned.
14 If you wake your friend in the early
morning by shou ng "Rise and shine!" It
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will sound to him more like a curse than
a blessing.
15A nagging spouse is like the drip,
drip, drip of a leaky faucet;
16 You can't turn it off, and you can't get
away from it.
17 You use steel to sharpen steel, and
one friend sharpens another.
18 If you care for your orchard, you'll
enjoy its fruit; if you honor your boss,
you'll be honored.
19 Just as water mirrors your face, so
your face mirrors your heart.
20Hell has a voracious appe te, and
lust just never quits.
21 The purity of silver and gold is tested
by pu ng them in the fire; The purity of
human hearts is tested by giving them a
li le fame.
22 Pound on a fool all you like--you can't
pound out foolishness.
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23 Know your sheep by name; carefully
a end to your flocks;
24 (Don't take them for granted;
possessions don't last forever, you
know.)
25And then, when the crops are in and
the harvest is stored in the barns,
26 You can knit sweaters from lambs'
wool, and sell your goats for a profit;
27 There will be plenty of milk and meat
to last your family through the winter.

28 1 The wicked are edgy with guilt,
ready to run off even when no

one's a er them; Honest people are
relaxed and confident, bold as lions.
2When the country is in chaos,
everybody has a plan to fix it--But it
takes a leader of real understanding to
straighten things out.
3 The wicked who oppress the poor
are like a hailstorm that beats down the
harvest.
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4 If you desert God's law, you're free to
embrace depravity; if you love God's law,
you fight for it tooth and nail.
5 Jus ce makes no sense to the
evilminded; those who seek GOD know
it inside and out.
6 It's be er to be poor and direct than
rich and crooked.
7 Prac ce God's law--get a reputa on
for wisdom; hang out with a loose
crowd--embarrass your family.
8Get as rich as you want through
chea ng and extor on, But eventually
some friend of the poor is going to give
it all back to them.
9God has no use for the prayers of the
people who won't listen to him.
10 Lead good people down a wrong
path and you'll come to a bad end; do
good and you'll be rewarded for it.
11 The rich think they know it all, but
the poor can see right through them.
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12When good people are promoted,
everything is great, but when the bad
are in charge, watch out!
13 You can't whitewash your sins
and get by with it; you find mercy by
admi ng and leaving them.
14A tenderhearted person lives a
blessed life; a hardhearted person lives a
hard life.
15 Lions roar and bears charge--and the
wicked lord it over the poor.
16Among leaders who lack insight,
abuse abounds, but for one who hates
corrup on, the future is bright.
17A murderer haunted by guilt is
doomed--there's no helping him.
18Walk straight--live well and be saved;
a devious life is a doomed life.
19Work your garden--you'll end up with
plenty of food; play and party--you'll end
up with an empty plate.
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20 Commi ed and persistent work pays
off; get-rich-quick schemes are ripoffs.
21 Playing favorites is always a bad
thing; you can do great harm in
seemingly harmless ways.
22A miser in a hurry to get rich doesn't
know that he'll end up broke.
23 In the end, serious reprimand is
appreciated far more than bootlicking
fla ery.
24Anyone who robs father and mother
and says, "So, what's wrong with that?"
is worse than a pirate.
25A grasping person s rs up trouble,
but trust in GOD brings a sense of
well-being.
26 If you think you know it all, you're a
fool for sure; real survivors learn wisdom
from others.
27 Be generous to the poor--you'll never
go hungry; shut your eyes to their needs,
and run a gauntlet of curses.
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28When corrup on takes over, good
people go underground, but when the
crooks are thrown out, it's safe to come
out.

29 1 For people who hate discipline
and only get more stubborn,

There'll come a day when life tumbles in
and they break, but by then it'll be too
late to help them.
2When good people run things,
everyone is glad, but when the ruler is
bad, everyone groans.
3 If you love wisdom, you'll delight your
parents, but you'll destroy their trust if
you run with whores.
4A leader of good judgment gives
stability; an exploi ng leader leaves a
trail of waste.
5A fla ering neighbor is up to no good;
he's probably planning to take advantage
of you.
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6 Evil people fall into their own traps;
good people run the other way, glad to
escape.
7 The good-hearted understand what
it's like to be poor; the hardhearted
haven't the faintest idea.
8A gang of cynics can upset a whole
city; a group of sages can calm everyone
down.
9A sage trying to work things out with
a fool gets only scorn and sarcasm for his
trouble.
10Murderers hate honest people; moral
folks encourage them.
11A fool lets it all hang out; a sage
quietly mulls it over.
12When a leader listens to malicious
gossip, all the workers get infected with
evil.
13 The poor and their abusers have at
least something in common: they can
both see--their sight, GOD's gi !
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14 Leadership gains authority and
respect when the voiceless poor are
treated fairly.
15Wise discipline imparts wisdom;
spoiled adolescents embarrass their
parents.
16When degenerates take charge,
crime runs wild, but the righteous will
eventually observe their collapse.
17Discipline your children; you'll be
glad you did--they'll turn out deligh ul
to live with.
18 If people can't see what God is doing,
they stumble all over themselves; But
when they a end to what he reveals,
they are most blessed.
19 It takes more than talk to keep
workers in line; mere words go in one
ear and out the other.
20Observe the people who always talk
before they think--even simpletons are
be er off than they are.
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21 If you let people treat you like a
doormat, you'll be quite forgo en in the
end.
22Angry people s r up a lot of discord;
the intemperate s r up trouble.
23 Pride lands you flat on your face;
humility prepares you for honors.
24 Befriend an outlaw and become an
enemy to yourself. When the vic ms cry
out, you'll be included in their curses if
you're a coward to their cause in court.
25 The fear of human opinion disables;
trus ng in GOD protects you from that.
26 Everyone tries to get help from the
leader, but only GOD will give us jus ce.
27Good people can't stand the sight of
deliberate evil; the wicked can't stand
the sight of well-chosen goodness.

30 1 The skep c swore, "There is no
God! No God!--I can do anything I

want!
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2 I'm more animal than human;
so-called human intelligence escapes
me.
3 "I flunked 'wisdom.' I see no evidence
of a holy God.
4Has anyone ever seen Anyone climb
into Heaven and take charge? grab the
winds and control them? gather the
rains in his bucket? stake out the ends
of the earth? Just tell me his name, tell
me the names of his sons. Come on
now--tell me!"
5 The believer replied, "Every promise
of God proves true; he protects everyone
who runs to him for help.
6 So don't second-guess him; he might
take you to task and show up your lies."
7And then he prayed, "God, I'm asking
for two things before I die; don't refuse
me--
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8 Banish lies from my lips and liars from
my presence. Give me enough food to
live on, neither too much nor too li le.
9 If I'm too full, I might get independent,
saying, 'God? Who needs him?' If I'm
poor, I might steal and dishonor the
name of my God."
10Don't blow the whistle on your fellow
workers behind their backs; They'll
accuse you of being underhanded, and
then [you'll] be the guilty one!
11Don't curse your father or fail to bless
your mother.
12Don't imagine yourself to be quite
presentable when you haven't had a
bath in weeks.
13Don't be stuck-up and think you're
be er than everyone else.
14Don't be greedy, merciless and cruel
as wolves, Tearing into the poor and
feas ng on them, shredding the needy
to pieces only to discard them.
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15A leech has twin daughters named
"Gimme" and "Gimme more." Three
things are never sa sfied, no, there are
four that never say, "That's enough,
thank you!"--
16 hell, a barren womb, a parched land,
a forest fire.
17An eye that disdains a father and
despises a mother--that eye will be
plucked out by wild vultures and
consumed by young eagles.
18 Three things amaze me, no, four
things I'll never understand--
19 how an eagle flies so high in the
sky, how a snake glides over a rock,
how a ship navigates the ocean, why
adolescents act the way they do.
20Here's how a pros tute operates:
she has sex with her client, Takes a bath,
then asks, "Who's next?"
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21 Three things are too much for even
the earth to bear, yes, four things shake
its founda ons--
22when the janitor becomes the boss,
when a fool gets rich,
23when a whore is voted "woman of
the year," when a "girlfriend" replaces a
faithful wife.
24 There are four small creatures, wisest
of the wise they are--
25 ants--frail as they are, get plenty of
food in for the winter;
26marmots--vulnerable as they are,
manage to arrange for rock-solid homes;
27 locusts--leaderless insects, yet they
strip the field like an army regiment;
28 lizards--easy enough to catch, but
they sneak past vigilant palace guards.
29 There are three solemn dignitaries,
four that are impressive in their bearing--
30 a lion, king of the beasts, deferring to
none;
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31 a rooster, proud and stru ng; a
billy goat; a head of state in stately
procession.
32 If you're dumb enough to call
a en on to yourself by offending people
and making rude gestures,
33Don't be surprised if someone
bloodies your nose. Churned milk turns
into bu er; riled emo ons turn into fist
fights.

31 1 The words of King Lemuel, the
strong advice his mother gave

him:
2 "Oh, son of mine, what can you be
thinking of! Child whom I bore! The son I
dedicated to God!
3Don't dissipate your virility on
fortune-hun ng women, promiscuous
women who shipwreck leaders.
4 "Leaders can't afford to make fools of
themselves, gulping wine and swilling
beer,
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5 Lest, hung over, they don't know
right from wrong, and the people who
depend on them are hurt.
6Use wine and beer only as seda ves,
to kill the pain and dull the ache
7Of the terminally ill, for whom life is a
living death.
8 "Speak up for the people who have
no voice, for the rights of all the
down-and-outers.
9 Speak out for jus ce! Stand up for the
poor and des tute!"
10A good woman is hard to find, and
worth far more than diamonds.
11Her husband trusts her without
reserve, and never has reason to regret
it.
12Never spiteful, she treats him
generously all her life long.
13 She shops around for the best yarns
and co ons, and enjoys kni ng and
sewing.
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14 She's like a trading ship that sails to
faraway places and brings back exo c
surprises.
15 She's up before dawn, preparing
breakfast for her family and organizing
her day.
16 She looks over a field and buys it,
then, with money she's put aside, plants
a garden.
17 First thing in the morning, she
dresses for work, rolls up her sleeves,
eager to get started.
18 She senses the worth of her work, is
in no hurry to call it quits for the day.
19 She's skilled in the cra s of home
and hearth, diligent in homemaking.
20 She's quick to assist anyone in need,
reaches out to help the poor.
21 She doesn't worry about her family
when it snows; their winter clothes are
all mended and ready to wear.
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22 She makes her own clothing, and
dresses in colorful linens and silks.
23Her husband is greatly respected
when he deliberates with the city
fathers.
24 She designs gowns and sells them,
brings the sweaters she knits to the
dress shops.
25Her clothes are well-made and
elegant, and she always faces tomorrow
with a smile.
26When she speaks she has something
worthwhile to say, and she always says it
kindly.
27 She keeps an eye on everyone in her
household, and keeps them all busy and
produc ve.
28Her children respect and bless her;
her husband joins in with words of
praise:
29 "Many women have done wonderful
things, but you've outclassed them all!"



PROVERBS 31 117
30 Charm can mislead and beauty soon
fades. The woman to be admired and
praised is the woman who lives in the
Fear-of-GOD.
31Give her everything she deserves!
Festoon her life with praises!



Ecclesiastes

1 1 These are the words of the Quester,
David's son and king in Jerusalem:

2 Smoke, nothing but smoke. [[That's
what the Quester says.]] There's nothing
to anything--it's all smoke.
3What's there to show for a life me of
work, a life me of working your fingers
to the bone?
4One genera on goes its way, the next
one arrives, but nothing changes--it's
business as usual for old planet earth.
5 The sun comes up and the sun goes
down, then does it again, and again--the
same old round.
6 The wind blows south, the wind blows
north. Around and around and around it
blows, blowing this way, then that--the
whirling, erra c wind.
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7All the rivers flow into the sea, but the
sea never fills up. The rivers keep flowing
to the same old place, and then start all
over and do it again.
8 Everything's boring, u erly boring--no
one can find any meaning in it. Boring to
the eye, boring to the ear.
9What was will be again, what
happened will happen again. There's
nothing new on this earth. Year a er
year it's the same old thing.
10Does someone call out, "Hey, this is
new"? Don't get excited--it's the same
old story.
11Nobody remembers what happened
yesterday. And the things that will
happen tomorrow? Nobody'll remember
them either. Don't count on being
remembered.
12 Call me "the Quester." I've been king
over Israel in Jerusalem.
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13 I looked most carefully into
everything, searched out all that is done
on this earth. And let me tell you, there's
not much to write home about. God
hasn't made it easy for us.
14 I've seen it all and it's nothing but
smoke--smoke, and spi ng into the
wind.
15 Life's a corkscrew that can't be
straightened, A minus that won't add up.
16 I said to myself, "I know more and
I'm wiser than anyone before me in
Jerusalem. I've stockpiled wisdom and
knowledge."
17What I've finally concluded is that
so-called wisdom and knowledge are
mindless and witless--nothing but
spi ng into the wind.
18Much learning earns you much
trouble. The more you know, the more
you hurt.



ECCLESIASTES 2 4

2 1 I said to myself, "Let's go for
it--experiment with pleasure, have a

good me!" But there was nothing to it,
nothing but smoke.
2What do I think of the fun-filled life?
Insane! Inane! My verdict on the pursuit
of happiness? Who needs it?
3With the help of a bo le of wine and
all the wisdom I could muster, I tried my
level best to penetrate the absurdity of
life. I wanted to get a handle on anything
useful we mortals might do during the
years we spend on this earth.
4Oh, I did great things: built houses,
planted vineyards,
5 designed gardens and parks and
planted a variety of fruit trees in them,
6made pools of water to irrigate the
groves of trees.
7 I bought slaves, male and female,
who had children, giving me even more
slaves; then I acquired large herds and
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flocks, larger than any before me in
Jerusalem.
8 I piled up silver and gold, loot
from kings and kingdoms. I gathered
a chorus of singers to entertain me
with song, and--most exquisite of all
pleasures--voluptuous maidens for my
bed.
9Oh, how I prospered! I le all my
predecessors in Jerusalem far behind,
le them behind in the dust. What's
more, I kept a clear head through it all.
10 Everything I wanted I took--I never
said no to myself. I gave in to every
impulse, held back nothing. I sucked
the marrow of pleasure out of every
task--my reward to myself for a hard
day's work!
11 Then I took a good look at everything
I'd done, looked at all the sweat and
hard work. But when I looked, I saw
nothing but smoke. Smoke and spi ng
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into the wind. There was nothing to any
of it. Nothing.
12And then I took a hard look at what's
smart and what's stupid. What's le to
do a er you've been king? That's a hard
act to follow. You just do what you can,
and that's it.
13 But I did see that it's be er to be
smart than stupid, just as light is be er
than darkness.
14 Even so, though the smart ones see
where they're going and the stupid ones
grope in the dark, they're all the same in
the end. One fate for all--and that's it.
15When I realized that my fate's the
same as the fool's, I had to ask myself,
"So why bother being wise?" It's all
smoke, nothing but smoke.
16 The smart and the stupid both
disappear out of sight. In a day or two
they're both forgo en. Yes, both the
smart and the stupid die, and that's it.
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17 I hate life. As far as I can see, what
happens on earth is a bad business. It's
smoke--and spi ng into the wind.
18And I hated everything I'd
accomplished and accumulated on
this earth. I can't take it with me--no, I
have to leave it to whoever comes a er
me.
19Whether they're worthy or
worthless--and who's to tell?--they'll
take over the earthly results of my
intense thinking and hard work. Smoke.
20 That's when I called it quits, gave up
on anything that could be hoped for on
this earth.
21What's the point of working your
fingers to the bone if you hand over
what you worked for to someone who
never li ed a finger for it? Smoke, that's
what it is. A bad business from start to
finish.



ECCLESIASTES 2–3 8
22 So what do you get from a life of hard
labor?
23 Pain and grief from dawn to dusk.
Never a decent night's rest. Nothing but
smoke.
24 The best you can do with your life is
have a good me and get by the best
you can. The way I see it, that's it--divine
fate.
25Whether we feast or fast, it's up to
God.
26Godmay give wisdom and knowledge
and joy to his favorites, but sinners
are assigned a life of hard labor, and
end up turning their wages over to
God's favorites. Nothing but smoke--and
spi ng into the wind.

3 1 There's an opportune me to do
things, a right me for everything on

the earth:
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2A right me for birth and another for
death, A right me to plant and another
to reap,
3A right me to kill and another to
heal, A right me to destroy and another
to construct,
4A right me to cry and another
to laugh, A right me to lament and
another to cheer,
5A right me to make love and another
to abstain, A right me to embrace and
another to part,
6A right me to search and another to
count your losses, A right me to hold
on and another to let go,
7A right me to rip out and another
to mend, A right me to shut up and
another to speak up,
8A right me to love and another to
hate, A right me to wage war and
another to make peace.
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9 But in the end, does it really make a
difference what anyone does?
10 I've had a good look at what God has
given us to do--busywork, mostly.
11 True, God made everything beau ful
in itself and in its me--but he's le us
in the dark, so we can never know what
God is up to, whether he's coming or
going.
12 I've decided that there's nothing
be er to do than go ahead and have a
good me and get the most we can out
of life.
13 That's it--eat, drink, and make the
most of your job. It's God's gi .
14 I've also concluded that whatever
God does, that's the way it's going to
be, always. No addi on, no subtrac on.
God's done it and that's it. That's so
we'll quit asking ques ons and simply
worship in holy fear.
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15Whatever was, is. Whatever will be,
is. That's how it always is with God.
16 I took another good look at
what's going on: The very place of
judgment--corrupt!
17 The place of righteousness--corrupt!
I said to myself, "God will judge righteous
and wicked." There's a right me for
every thing, every deed--and there's no
ge ng around it.
18 I said to myself regarding the human
race, "God's tes ng the lot of us,
showing us up as nothing but animals."
19Humans and animals come to the
same end--humans die, animals die. We
all breathe the same air. So there's really
no advantage in being human. None.
Everything's smoke.
20We all end up in the same place--we
all came from dust, we all end up as
dust.
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21Nobody knows for sure that the
human spirit rises to heaven or that the
animal spirit sinks into the earth.
22 So I made up my mind that there's
nothing be er for us men and women
than to have a good me in whatever we
do--that's our lot. Who knows if there's
anything else to life?

4 1Next I turned my a en on to all the
outrageous violence that takes place

on this planet--the tears of the vic ms,
no one to comfort them; the iron grip of
oppressors, no one to rescue the vic ms
from them.
2 So I congratulated the dead who are
already dead instead of the living who
are s ll alive.
3 But luckier than the dead or the living
is the person who has never even been,
who has never seen the bad business
that takes place on this earth.
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4 Then I observed all the work and
ambi on mo vated by envy. What a
waste! Smoke. And spi ng into the
wind.
5 The fool sits back and takes it easy, His
sloth is slow suicide.
6One handful of peaceful repose
Is be er than two fis uls of worried
work--More spi ng into the wind.
7 I turned my head and saw yet another
wisp of smoke on its way to nothingness:
8 a solitary person, completely alone-
-no children, no family, no friends--yet
working obsessively late into the night,
compulsively greedy for more and more,
never bothering to ask, "Why am I
working like a dog, never having any
fun? And who cares?" More smoke. A
bad business.
9 It's be er to have a partner than go it
alone. Share the work, share the wealth.
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10And if one falls down, the other
helps, But if there's no one to help,
tough!
11 Two in a bed warm each other. Alone,
you shiver all night.
12 By yourself you're unprotected. With
a friend you can face the worst. Can you
round up a third? A three-stranded rope
isn't easily snapped.
13A poor youngster with some wisdom
is be er off than an old but foolish king
who doesn't know which end is up.
14 I saw a youth just like this start with
nothing and go from rags to riches,
15 and I saw everyone rally to the rule
of this young successor to the king.
16 Even so, the excitement died quickly,
the throngs of people soon lost interest.
Can't you see it's only smoke? And
spi ng into the wind?

5 1Watch your step when you enter
God's house. Enter to learn. That's
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far be er than mindlessly offering a
sacrifice, Doing more harm than good.
2Don't shoot off your mouth, or speak
before you think. Don't be too quick to
tell God what you think he wants to hear.
God's in charge, not you--the less you
speak, the be er.
3Over-work makes for restless sleep.
Over-talk shows you up as a fool.
4When you tell God you'll do
something, do it--now. God takes no
pleasure in foolish gabble. Vow it, then
do it.
5 Far be er not to vow in the first place
than to vow and not pay up.
6Don't let your mouth make a total
sinner of you. When called to account,
you won't get by with "Sorry, I didn't
mean it." Why risk provoking God to
angry retalia on?
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7 But against all illusion and fantasy
and empty talk There's always this rock
founda on: Fear God!
8Don't be too upset when you see the
poor kicked around, and jus ce and right
violated all over the place. Exploita on
filters down from one pe y official
to another. There's no end to it, and
nothing can be done about it.
9 But the good earth doesn't cheat
anyone--even a bad king is honestly
served by a field.
10 The one who loves money is never
sa sfied with money, Nor the one who
loves wealth with big profits. More
smoke.
11 The more loot you get, the more
looters show up. And what fun is that--to
be robbed in broad daylight?
12Hard and honest work earns a good
night's sleep, Whether supper is beans
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or steak. But a rich man's belly gives him
insomnia.
13Here's a piece of bad luck I've seen
happen: A man hoards far more wealth
than is good for him
14And then loses it all in a bad business
deal. He fathered a child but hasn't a
cent le to give him.
15He arrived naked from the womb
of his mother; He'll leave in the same
condi on--with nothing.
16 This is bad luck, for sure--naked he
came, naked he went. So what was the
point of working for a salary of smoke?
17All for a miserable life spent in the
dark?
18A er looking at the way things are on
this earth, here's what I've decided is the
best way to live: Take care of yourself,
have a good me, and make the most
of whatever job you have for as long as
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God gives you life. And that's about it.
That's the human lot.
19 Yes, we should make the most of
what God gives, both the bounty and
the capacity to enjoy it, accep ng what's
given and deligh ng in the work. It's
God's gi !
20God deals out joy in the present, the
now. It's useless to brood over how long
we might live.

6 1 I looked long and hard at what goes
on around here, and let me tell you,

things are bad. And people feel it.
2 There are people, for instance, on
whom God showers everything--money,
property, reputa on--all they ever
wanted or dreamed of. And then God
doesn't let them enjoy it. Some stranger
comes along and has all the fun. It's
more of what I'm calling [smoke]. A bad
business.
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3 Say a couple have scores of children
and live a long, long life but never enjoy
themselves--even though they end up
with a big funeral! I'd say that a s llborn
baby gets the be er deal.
4 It gets its start in a mist and ends up
in the dark--unnamed.
5 It sees nothing and knows nothing,
but is be er off by far than anyone living.
6 Even if someone lived a thousand
years--make it two thousand!--but
didn't enjoy anything, what's the point?
Doesn't everyone end up in the same
place?
7We work to feed our appe tes;
Meanwhile our souls go hungry.
8 So what advantage has a sage over
a fool, or over some poor wretch who
barely gets by?
9 Just grab whatever you can while you
can; don't assume something be er
might turn up by and by. All it amounts
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to anyway is smoke. And spi ng into the
wind.
10Whatever happens, happens. Its
des ny is fixed. You can't argue with
fate.
11 The more words that are spoken, the
more smoke there is in the air. And who
is any be er off?
12And who knows what's best for us
as we live out our meager smoke-and-
shadow lives? And who can tell any of us
the next chapter of our lives?

7 1A good reputa on is be er than
a fat bank account. Your death date

tells more than your birth date.
2 You learn more at a funeral than at a
feast--A er all, that's where we'll end
up. We might discover something from
it.
3 Crying is be er than laughing. It
blotches the face but it scours the heart.
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4 Sages invest themselves in hurt and
grieving. Fools waste their lives in fun
and games.
5 You'll get more from the rebuke of a
sage Than from the song and dance of
fools.
6 The giggles of fools are like the
crackling of twigs Under the cooking pot.
And like smoke.
7 Brutality stupefies even the wise And
destroys the strongest heart.
8 Endings are be er than beginnings.
S cking to it is be er than standing out.
9Don't be quick to fly off the handle.
Anger boomerangs. You can spot a fool
by the lumps on his head.
10Don't always be asking, "Where are
the good old days?" Wise folks don't ask
ques ons like that.
11Wisdom is be er when it's paired
with money, Especially if you get both
while you're s ll living.
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12Double protec on: wisdom and
wealth! Plus this bonus: Wisdom
energizes its owner.
13 Take a good look at God's work. Who
could simplify and reduce Crea on's
curves and angles To a plain straight
line?
14On a good day, enjoy yourself; On a
bad day, examine your conscience. God
arranges for both kinds of days So that
we won't take anything for granted.
15 I've seen it all in my brief and
pointless life--here a good person cut
down in the middle of doing good, there
a bad person living a long life of sheer
evil.
16 So don't knock yourself out being
good, and don't go overboard being
wise. Believe me, you won't get anything
out of it.
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17 But don't press your luck by being
bad, either. And don't be reckless. Why
die needlessly?
18 It's best to stay in touch with both
sides of an issue. A person who fears
God deals responsibly with all of reality,
not just a piece of it.
19Wisdom puts more strength in one
wise person Than ten strong men give to
a city.
20 There's not one totally good person
on earth, Not one who is truly pure and
sinless.
21Don't eavesdrop on the conversa on
of others. What if the gossip's about you
and you'd rather not hear it?
22 You've done that a few mes, haven't
you--said things Behind someone's back
you wouldn't say to his face?
23 I tested everything in my search for
wisdom. I set out to be wise, but it was
beyond me,
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24 far beyond me, and deep--oh so
deep! Does anyone ever find it?
25 I concentrated with all my might,
studying and exploring and seeking
wisdom--the meaning of life. I also
wanted to iden fy evil and stupidity,
foolishness and craziness.
26One discovery: A woman can be a
bi er pill to swallow, full of seduc ve
scheming and grasping. The lucky escape
her; the undiscerning get caught.
27At least this is my experience--what I,
the Quester, have pieced together as I've
tried to make sense of life.
28 But the wisdom I've looked for I
haven't found. I didn't find one man or
woman in a thousand worth my while.
29 Yet I did spot one ray of light in this
murk: God made men and women true
and upright; [we're] the ones who've
made a mess of things.
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8 1 There's nothing be er than being
wise, Knowing how to interpret the

meaning of life. Wisdom puts light in the
eyes, And gives gentleness to words and
manners.
2Do what your king commands; you
gave a sacred oath of obedience.
3Don't worryingly second-guess your
orders or try to back out when the task is
unpleasant. You're serving his pleasure,
not yours.
4 The king has the last word. Who dares
say to him, "What are you doing?"
5 Carrying out orders won't hurt you a
bit; the wise person obeys promptly and
accurately.
6 Yes, there's a right me and way for
everything, even though, unfortunately,
we miss it for the most part.
7 It's true that no one knows what's
going to happen, or when. Who's around
to tell us?
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8No one can control the wind or lock it
in a box. No one has any say-so regarding
the day of death. No one can stop a
ba le in its tracks. No one who does evil
can be saved by evil.
9All this I observed as I tried my best
to understand all that's going on in this
world. As long as men and women have
the power to hurt each other, this is the
way it is.
10One me I saw wicked men given
a solemn burial in holy ground. When
the people returned to the city, they
delivered flowery eulogies--and in the
very place where wicked acts were done
by those very men!More smoke. Indeed.
11 Because the sentence against evil
deeds is so long in coming, people
in general think they can get by with
murder.
12 Even though a person sins and gets
by with it hundreds of mes throughout
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a long life, I'm s ll convinced that the
good life is reserved for the person who
fears God, who lives reverently in his
presence,
13 and that the evil person will not
experience a "good" life. No ma er how
many days he lives, they'll all be as flat
and colorless as a shadow--because he
doesn't fear God.
14Here's something that happens all
the me andmakes no sense at all: Good
people get what's coming to the wicked,
and bad people get what's coming to the
good. I tell you, this makes no sense. It's
smoke.
15 So, I'm all for just going ahead
and having a good me--the best
possible. The only earthly good men
and women can look forward to is to
eat and drink well and have a good
me--compensa on for the struggle for
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survival these few years God gives us on
earth.
16When I determined to load up on
wisdom and examine everything taking
place on earth, I realized that if you keep
your eyes open day and night without
even blinking,
17 you'll s ll never figure out the
meaning of what God is doing on this
earth. Search as hard as you like, you're
not going to make sense of it. No ma er
how smart you are, you won't get to the
bo om of it.

9 1Well, I took all this in and thought it
through, inside and out. Here's what

I understood: The good, the wise, and
all that they do are in God's hands--but,
day by day, whether it's love or hate
they're dealing with, they don't know.
Anything's possible.
2 It's one fate for everybody--righteous
and wicked, good people, bad people,



ECCLESIASTES 9 29
the nice and the nasty, worshipers
and non-worshipers, commi ed and
uncommi ed.
3 I find this outrageous--the worst
thing about living on this earth--that
everyone's lumped together in one fate.
Is it any wonder that so many people are
obsessed with evil? Is it any wonder that
people go crazy right and le ? Life leads
to death. That's it.
4 S ll, anyone selected out for life has
hope, for, as they say, "A living dog is
be er than a dead lion."
5 The living at least know [something],
even if it's only that they're going to
die. But the dead know nothing and get
nothing. They're a minus that no one
remembers.
6 Their loves, their hates, yes, even
their dreams, are long gone. There's not
a trace of them le in the affairs of this
earth.



ECCLESIASTES 9 30
7 Seize life! Eat bread with gusto, Drink
wine with a robust heart. Oh yes--God
takes pleasure in your pleasure!
8Dress fes vely every morning. Don't
skimp on colors and scarves.
9 Relish life with the spouse you love
Each and every day of your precarious
life. Each day is God's gi . It's all you get
in exchange For the hard work of staying
alive. Make the most of each one!
10Whatever turns up, grab it and do it.
And hear ly! This is your last and only
chance at it, For there's neither work to
do nor thoughts to think In the company
of the dead, where you're most certainly
headed.
11 I took another walk around the
neighborhood and realized that on this
earth as it is--The race is not always to
the swi , Nor the ba le to the strong,
Nor sa sfac on to the wise, Nor riches
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to the smart, Nor grace to the learned.
Sooner or later bad luck hits us all.
12No one can predict misfortune. Like
fish caught in a cruel net or birds in a
trap, So men and women are caught By
accidents evil and sudden.
13One day as I was observing how
wisdom fares on this earth, I saw
something that made me sit up and take
no ce.
14 There was a small town with only a
few people in it. A strong king came and
mounted an a ack, building trenches
and a ack posts around it.
15 There was a poor but wise man in
that town whose wisdom saved the
town, but he was promptly forgo en.
(He was only a poor man, a er all.)
16All the same, I s ll say that wisdom
is be er than muscle, even though
the wise poor man was treated with
contempt and soon forgo en.
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17 The quiet words of the wise are more
effec ve Than the ran ng of a king of
fools.
18Wisdom is be er than warheads, But
one hothead can ruin the good earth.

10 1Dead flies in perfume make
it s nk, And a li le foolishness

decomposes much wisdom.
2Wise thinking leads to right living;
Stupid thinking leads to wrong living.
3 Fools on the road have no sense of
direc on. The way they walk tells the
story: "There goes the fool again!"
4 If a ruler loses his temper against you,
don't panic; A calm disposi on quiets
intemperate rage.
5Here's a piece of bad business I've
seen on this earth, An error that can be
blamed on whoever is in charge:
6 Immaturity is given a place of
prominence, While maturity is made to
take a back seat.
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7 I've seen unproven upstarts riding in
style, While experienced veterans are
put out to pasture.
8 Cau on: The trap you set might catch
you. Warning: Your accomplice in crime
might double-cross you.
9 Safety first: Quarrying stones is
dangerous. Be alert: Felling trees is
hazardous.
10 Remember: The duller the ax the
harder the work; Use your head: The
more brains, the less muscle.
11 If the snake bites before it's been
charmed, What's the point in then
sending for the charmer?
12 The words of a wise person are
gracious. The talk of a fool self-destructs-
-
13He starts out talking nonsense And
ends up spou ng insanity and evil.
14 Fools talk way too much, Cha ering
stuff they know nothing about.
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15A decent day's work so fa gues fools
That they can't find their way back to
town.
16Unlucky the land whose king is a
young pup, And whose princes party all
night.
17 Lucky the land whose king is mature,
Where the princes behave themselves
And don't drink themselves silly.
18A shi less man lives in a tumbledown
shack; A lazy woman ends up with a
leaky roof.
19 Laughter and bread go together, And
wine gives sparkle to life--But it's money
that makes the world go around.
20Don't bad-mouth your leaders, not
even under your breath, And don't abuse
your be ers, even in the privacy of your
home. Loose talk has a way of ge ng
picked up and spread around. Li le birds
drop the crumbs of your gossip far and
wide.
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11 1 Be generous: Invest in acts
of charity. Charity yields high

returns.
2Don't hoard your goods; spread them
around. Be a blessing to others. This
could be your last night.
3When the clouds are full of water, it
rains. When the wind blows down a tree,
it lies where it falls.
4Don't sit there watching the wind.
Do your own work. Don't stare at the
clouds. Get on with your life.
5 Just as you'll never understand the
mystery of life forming in a pregnant
woman, So you'll never understand the
mystery at work in all that God does.
6Go to work in the morning and s ck
to it un l evening without watching the
clock. You never know from moment to
moment how your work will turn out in
the end.
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7Oh, how sweet the light of day, And
how wonderful to live in the sunshine!
8 Even if you live a long me, don't take
a single day for granted. Take delight in
each light-filled hour, Remembering that
there will also be many dark days And
that most of what comes your way is
smoke.
9 You who are young, make the most of
your youth. Relish your youthful vigor.
Follow the impulses of your heart. If
something looks good to you, pursue
it. But know also that not just anything
goes; You have to answer to God for
every last bit of it.
10 Live footloose and fancy free--You
won't be young forever. Youth lasts
about as long as smoke.

12 1Honor and enjoy your Creator
while you're s ll young, Before

the years take their toll and your vigor
wanes,
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2 Before your vision dims and the world
blurs And the winter years keep you
close to the fire.
3 In old age, your body no longer
serves you so well. Muscles slacken, grip
weakens, joints s ffen. The shades are
pulled down on the world.
4 You can't come and go at will. Things
grind to a halt. The humof the household
fades away. You are wakened now by
bird-song.
5Hikes to the mountains are a thing of
the past. Even a stroll down the road has
its terrors. Your hair turns apple-blossom
white, Adorning a fragile and impotent
matchs ck body. Yes, you're well on your
way to eternal rest, While your friends
make plans for your funeral.
6 Life, lovely while it lasts, is soon
over. Life as we know it, precious and
beau ful, ends.
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7 The body is put back in the same
ground it came from. The spirit returns
to God, who first breathed it.
8 It's all smoke, nothing but smoke. The
Quester says that everything's smoke.
9 Besides being wise himself, the
Quester also taught others knowledge.
He weighed, examined, and arranged
many proverbs.
10 The Quester did his best to find the
right words and write the plain truth.
11 The words of the wise prod us to live
well. They're like nails hammered home,
holding life together. They are given by
God, the one Shepherd.
12 But regarding anything beyond this,
dear friend, go easy. There's no end to
the publishing of books, and constant
study wears you out so you're no good
for anything else.
13 The last and final word is this: Fear
God. Do what he tells you.
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14And that's it. Eventually God will
bring everything that we do out into the
open and judge it according to its hidden
intent, whether it's good or evil.



Song of Solomon

1 1 The Song--best of all songs--
Solomon's song!

2 Kiss me--full on the mouth! Yes! For
your love is be er than wine,
3 headier than your aroma c oils. The
syllables of your name murmur like a
meadow brook. No wonder everyone
loves to say your name!
4 Take me away with you! Let's run off
together! An elopement with my King-
Lover! We'll celebrate, we'll sing, we'll
make great music. Yes! For your love is
be er than vintage wine. Everyone loves
you--of course! And why not?
5 I am weathered but s ll elegant, oh,
dear sisters in Jerusalem, Weather-
darkened like Kedar desert tents,
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me-so ened like Solomon's Temple

hangings.
6Don't look down on me because I'm
dark, darkened by the sun's harsh rays.
My brothers ridiculed me and sent me
to work in the fields. They made me care
for the face of the earth, but I had no
me to care for my own face.
7 Tell me where you're working--I love
you so much--Tell me where you're
tending your flocks, where you let them
rest at noon me. Why should I be the
one le out, outside the orbit of your
tender care?
8 If you can't find me, loveliest of all
women, it's all right. Stay with your
flocks. Lead your lambs to good pasture.
Stay with your shepherd neighbors.
9 You remind me of Pharaoh's
well-groomed and sa ny mares.
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10 Pendant earrings line the elegance of
your cheeks; strands of jewels illumine
the curve of your throat.
11 I'm making jewelry for you, gold and
silver jewelry that will mark and accent
your beauty.
12When my King-Lover lay down beside
me, my fragrance filled the room.
13His head res ng between my
breasts--the head of my lover was a
sachet of sweet myrrh.
14My beloved is a bouquet of
wildflowers picked just for me from the
fields of Engedi.
15Oh, my dear friend! You're so
beau ful! And your eyes so beau ful--
like doves!
16And you, my dear lover--you're so
handsome! And the bed we share is like
a forest glen.



SONG OF SOLOMON 1–2 4
17We enjoy a canopy of cedars
enclosed by cypresses, fragrant and
green.

2 1 I'm just a wildflower picked from
the plains of Sharon, a lotus blossom

from the valley pools.
2A lotus blossoming in a swamp of
weeds--that's my dear friend among the
girls in the village.
3As an apricot tree stands out in the
forest, my lover stands above the young
men in town. All I want is to sit in his
shade, to taste and savor his delicious
love.
4He took me home with him for a
fes ve meal, but his eyes feasted on
[me]!
5Oh! Give me something refreshing
to eat--and quickly! Apricots, raisins-
-anything. I'm about to faint with
love!
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6His le hand cradles my head, and his
right arm encircles my waist!
7Oh, let me warn you, sisters in
Jerusalem, by the gazelles, yes, by all the
wild deer: Don't excite love, don't s r
it up, un l the me is ripe--and you're
ready.
8 Look! Listen! There's my lover! Do
you see him coming? Vaul ng the
mountains, leaping the hills.
9My lover is like a gazelle, graceful;
like a young stag, virile. Look at him
there, on ptoe at the gate, all ears, all
eyes--ready!
10My lover has arrived and he's
speaking to me! Get up, my dear friend,
fair and beau ful lover--come to me!
11 Look around you: Winter is over; the
winter rains are over, gone!
12 Spring flowers are in blossom all over.
The whole world's a choir--and singing!
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Spring warblers are filling the forest with
sweet arpeggios.
13 Lilacs are exuberantly purple and
perfumed, and cherry trees fragrant
with blossoms. Oh, get up, dear friend,
my fair and beau ful lover--come to me!
14 Come, my shy and modest dove--
leave your seclusion, come out in the
open. Let me see your face, let me hear
your voice. For your voice is soothing
and your face is ravishing.
15 Then you must protect me from the
foxes, foxes on the prowl, Foxes who
would like nothing be er than to get
into our flowering garden.
16My lover is mine, and I am his. Nightly
he strolls in our garden, Deligh ng in the
flowers
17 un l dawn breathes its light and
night slips away. Turn to me, dear lover.
Come like a gazelle. Leap like a wild stag
on delectable mountains!
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3 1 Restless in bed and sleepless
through the night, I longed for my

lover. I wanted him desperately. His
absence was painful.
2 So I got up, went out and roved the
city, hun ng through streets and down
alleys. I wanted my lover in the worst
way! I looked high and low, and didn't
find him.
3And then the night watchmen found
me as they patrolled the darkened city.
"Have you seen my dear lost love?" I
asked.
4No sooner had I le them than I found
him, found my dear lost love. I threw
my arms around him and held him ght,
wouldn't let him go un l I had him home
again, safe at home beside the fire.
5Oh, let me warn you, sisters in
Jerusalem, by the gazelles, yes, by all the
wild deer: Don't excite love, don't s r
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it up, un l the me is ripe--and you're
ready.
6What's this I see, approaching from
the desert, raising clouds of dust, Filling
the air with sweet smells and pungent
aroma cs?
7 Look! It's Solomon's carriage, carried
and guarded by sixty soldiers, sixty of
Israel's finest,
8All of them armed to the teeth,
trained for ba le, ready for anything,
any me.
9 King Solomon once had a carriage
built from fine-grained Lebanon cedar.
10He had it framed with silver and
roofed with gold. The cushions were
covered with a purple fabric, the interior
lined with tooled leather.
11 Come and look, sisters in Jerusalem.
Oh, sisters of Zion, don't miss this! My
King-Lover, dressed and garlanded for
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his wedding, his heart full, burs ng with
joy!

4 1 You're so beau ful, my darling,
so beau ful, and your dove eyes

are veiled By your hair as it flows and
shimmers, like a flock of goats in the
distance streaming down a hillside in the
sunshine.
2 Your smile is generous and full--
expressive and strong and clean.
3 Your lips are jewel red, your mouth
elegant and invi ng, your veiled cheeks
so and radiant.
4 The smooth, lithe lines of your neck
command no ce--all heads turn in awe
and admira on!
5 Your breasts are like fawns, twins of
a gazelle, grazing among the first spring
flowers.
6 The sweet, fragrant curves of your
body, the so , spiced contours of your
flesh Invite me, and I come. I stay un l
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dawn breathes its light and night slips
away.
7 You're beau ful from head to toe, my
dear love, beau ful beyond compare,
absolutely flawless.
8 Come with me from Lebanon, my
bride. Leave Lebanon behind, and come.
Leave your high mountain hideaway.
Abandon your wilderness seclusion,
Where you keep company with lions and
panthers guard your safety.
9 You've captured my heart, dear friend.
You looked at me, and I fell in love. One
look my way and I was hopelessly in
love!
10How beau ful your love, dear, dear
friend--far more pleasing than a fine,
rare wine, your fragrance more exo c
than select spices.
11 The kisses of your lips are honey, my
love, every syllable you speak a delicacy
to savor. Your clothes smell like the
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wild outdoors, the ozone scent of high
mountains.
12Dear lover and friend, you're a secret
garden, a private and pure fountain.
13 Body and soul, you are paradise, a
whole orchard of succulent fruits--Ripe
apricots and peaches, oranges and
pears; Nut trees and cinnamon, and all
scented woods;
14Mint and lavender, and all herbs
aroma c;
15A garden fountain, sparkling and
splashing, fed by spring waters from the
Lebanon mountains.
16Wake up, North Wind, get moving,
South Wind! Breathe on my garden, fill
the air with spice fragrance. Oh, let my
lover enter his garden! Yes, let him eat
the fine, ripe fruits.

5 1 I went to my garden, dear friend,
best lover! breathed the sweet

fragrance. I ate the fruit and honey, I
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drank the nectar and wine. Celebrate
with me, friends! Raise your glasses--"To
life! To love!"
2 I was sound asleep, but in my dreams
I was wide awake. Oh, listen! It's the
sound of my lover knocking, calling!
"Let me in, dear companion, dearest
friend, my dove, consummate lover! I'm
soaked with the dampness of the night,
drenched with dew, shivering and cold."
3 "But I'm in my nightgown--do you
expect me to get dressed? I'm bathed
and in bed--do you want me to get
dirty?"
4 But my lover wouldn't take no for an
answer, and the longer he knocked, the
more excited I became.
5 I got up to open the door to my lover,
sweetly ready to receive him, Desiring
and expectant as I turned the door
handle.
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6 But when I opened the door he was
gone. My loved one had red of wai ng
and le . And I died inside--oh, I felt so
bad! I ran out looking for him But he was
nowhere to be found. I called into the
darkness--but no answer.
7 The night watchmen found me as
they patrolled the streets of the city.
They slapped and beat and bruised me,
ripping off my clothes, These watchmen,
who were supposed to be guarding the
city.
8 I beg you, sisters in Jerusalem--if you
find my lover, Please tell him I want him,
that I'm heartsick with love for him.
9What's so great about your lover, fair
lady? What's so special about him that
you beg for our help?
10My dear lover glows with health-
-red-blooded, radiant! He's one in a
million. There's no one quite like him!
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11My golden one, pure and
untarnished, with raven black curls
tumbling across his shoulders.
12His eyes are like doves, so and
bright, but deep-set, brimming with
meaning, like wells of water.
13His face is rugged, his beard smells
like sage, His voice, his words, warm and
reassuring.
14 Fine muscles ripple beneath his skin,
quiet and beau ful. His torso is the work
of a sculptor, hard and smooth as ivory.
15He stands tall, like a cedar, strong and
deep-rooted, A rugged mountain of a
man, aroma c with wood and stone.
16His words are kisses, his kisses words.
Everything about him delights me, thrills
me through and through! That's my
lover, that's my man, dear Jerusalem
sisters.
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6 1 So where has this love of yours
gone, fair one? Where on earth can

he be? Can we help you look for him?
2Never mind. My lover is already on his
way to his garden, to browse among the
flowers, touching the colors and forms.
3 I am my lover's and my lover is mine.
He caresses the sweet-smelling flowers.
4Dear, dear friend and lover, you're
as beau ful as Tirzah, city of delights,
Lovely as Jerusalem, city of dreams, the
ravishing visions of my ecstasy.
5 Your beauty is too much for me--I'm
in over my head. I'm not used to this!
I can't take it in. Your hair flows and
shimmers like a flock of goats in the
distance streaming down a hillside in the
sunshine.
6 Your smile is generous and full--
expressive and strong and clean.
7 Your veiled cheeks are so and
radiant.
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8 There's no one like her on earth, never
has been, never will be.
9 She's a woman beyond compare. My
dove is perfec on, Pure and innocent as
the day she was born, and cradled in joy
by her mother. Everyone who came by to
see her exclaimed and admired her--All
the fathers and mothers, the neighbors
and friends, blessed and praised her:
10 "Has anyone ever seen anything
like this--dawn-fresh, moon-lovely,
sun-radiant, ravishing as the night sky
with its galaxies of stars?"
11One day I went strolling through
the orchard, looking for signs of spring,
Looking for buds about to burst into
flower, an cipa ng readiness, ripeness.
12 Before I knew it my heart was
raptured, carried away by lo y thoughts!
13Dance, dance, dear Shulammite,
Angel-Princess! Dance, and we'll feast
our eyes on your grace! Everyone wants
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to see the Shulammite dance her victory
dances of love and peace.

7 1 Shapely and graceful your sandaled
feet, and queenly your movement-

-Your limbs are lithe and elegant, the
work of a master ar st.
2 Your body is a chalice, wine-filled.
Your skin is silken and tawny like a field
of wheat touched by the breeze.
3 Your breasts are like fawns, twins of a
gazelle.
4 Your neck is carved ivory, curved and
slender. Your eyes are wells of light, deep
with mystery. Quintessen ally feminine!
Your profile turns all heads, commanding
a en on.
5 The feelings I get when I see the high
mountain ranges--s rrings of desire,
longings for the heights--Remind me of
you, and I'm spoiled for anyone else!
6 Your beauty, within and without, is
absolute, dear lover, close companion.
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7 You are tall and supple, like the palm
tree, and your full breasts are like sweet
clusters of dates.
8 I say, "I'm going to climb that palm
tree! I'm going to caress its fruit!" Oh
yes! Your breasts will be clusters of
sweet fruit to me, Your breath clean and
cool like fresh mint,
9 your tongue and lips like the best
wine. Yes, and yours are, too--my love's
kisses flow from his lips to mine.
10 I am my lover's. I'm all he wants. I'm
all the world to him!
11 Come, dear lover--let's tramp
through the countryside.
12 Let's sleep at some wayside inn, then
rise early and listen to bird-song. Let's
look for wildflowers in bloom, blackberry
bushes blossoming white, Fruit trees
festooned with cascading flowers. And
there I'll give myself to you, my love to
your love!
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13 Love-apples drench us with
fragrance, fer lity surrounds, suffuses
us, Fruits fresh and preserved that I've
kept and saved just for you, my love.

8 1 I wish you'd been my twin brother,
sharing with me the breasts of my

mother, Playing outside in the street,
kissing in plain view of everyone, and no
one thinking anything of it.
2 I'd take you by the hand and bring you
home where I was raised by my mother.
You'd drink my wine and kiss my cheeks.
3 Imagine! His le hand cradling my
head, his right arm around my waist!
4Oh, let me warn you, sisters in
Jerusalem: Don't excite love, don't s r
it up, un l the me is ripe--and you're
ready.
5Who is this I see coming up from the
country, arm in arm with her lover? I
found you under the apricot tree, and
woke you up to love. Your mother went
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into labor under that tree, and under
that very tree she bore you.
6Hang my locket around your neck,
wear my ring on your finger. Love is
invincible facing danger and death.
Passion laughs at the terrors of hell. The
fire of love stops at nothing--it sweeps
everything before it.
7 Flood waters can't drown love,
torrents of rain can't put it out. Love
can't be bought, love can't be sold--it's
not to be found in the marketplace.
8My brothers used to worry about me:
"Our li le sister has no breasts. What
shall we do with our li le sister when
men come asking for her?
9 She's a virgin and vulnerable, and
we'll protect her. If they think she's a
wall, we'll top it with barbed wire. If they
think she's a door, we'll barricade it."
10Dear brothers, I'm a walled-in virgin
s ll, but my breasts are full--And when
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my lover sees me, he knows he'll soon
be sa sfied.
11 King Solomon may have vast
vineyards in lush, fer le country, Where
he hires others to work the ground.
People pay anything to get in on that
bounty.
12 But [my] vineyard is all mine, and I'm
keeping it to myself. You can have your
vast vineyards, Solomon, you and your
greedy guests!
13Oh, lady of the gardens, my friends
are with me listening. Let me hear your
voice!
14 Run to me, dear lover. Come like a
gazelle. Leap like a wild stag on the spice
mountains.



Isaiah

1 1 The vision that Isaiah son of Amoz
saw regarding Judah and Jerusalem

during the mes of the kings of Judah:
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.
2Heaven and earth, you're the jury.
Listen to GOD's case: "I had children and
raised them well, and they turned on
me.
3 The ox knows who's boss, the mule
knows the hand that feeds him, But not
Israel. My people don't know up from
down.
4 Shame! Misguided GOD-dropouts,
staggering under their guilt-baggage,
Gang of miscreants, band of vandals--My
people have walked out on me, their
GOD, turned their backs on The Holy of
Israel, walked off and never looked back.
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5 "Why bother even trying to do
anything with you when you just keep
to your bullheaded ways? You keep
bea ng your heads against brick walls.
Everything within you protests against
you.
6 From the bo om of your feet
to the top of your head, nothing's
working right. Wounds and bruises and
running sores--untended, unwashed,
unbandaged.
7 Your country is laid waste, your ci es
burned down. Your land is destroyed by
outsiders while you watch, reduced to
rubble by barbarians.
8Daughter Zion is deserted--like a
tumbledown shack on a dead-end street,
Like a tarpaper shanty on the wrong
side of the tracks, like a sinking ship
abandoned by the rats.
9 If GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies hadn't
le us a few survivors, we'd be as
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desolate as Sodom, doomed just lile
Gomorrah.
10 "Listen to my Message, you
Sodom-schooled leaders. Receive God's
revela on, you Gomorrah-schooled
people.
11 "Why this frenzy of sacrifices?" GOD's
asking. "Don't you think I've had my
fill of burnt sacrifices, rams and plump
grain-fed calves? Don't you think I've
had my fill of blood from bulls, lambs,
and goats?
12When you come before me, who
ever gave you the idea of ac ng like this,
Running here and there, doing this and
that--all this sheer commo on in the
place provided for worship?
13 "Quit your worship charades. I
can't stand your trivial religious games:
Monthly conferences, weekly Sabbaths,
special mee ngs--mee ngs, mee ngs,
mee ngs--I can't stand one more!
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14Mee ngs for this, mee ngs for that. I
hate them! You've worn me out! I'm sick
of your religion, religion, religion, while
you go right on sinning.
15When you put on your next prayer-
performance, I'll be looking the other
way. No ma er how long or loud or
o en you pray, I'll not be listening. And
do you know why? Because you've been
tearing people to pieces, and your hands
are bloody.
16Go home and wash up. Clean up
your act. Sweep your lives clean of your
evildoings so I don't have to look at them
any longer. Say no to wrong.
17 Learn to do good. Work for jus ce.
Help the down-and-out. Stand up for the
homeless. Go to bat for the defenseless.
18 "Come. Sit down. Let's argue this
out." This is GOD's Message: "If your sins
are blood-red, they'll be snow-white. If
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they're red like crimson, they'll be like
wool.
19 If you'll willingly obey, you'll feast like
kings.
20 But if you're willful and stubborn,
you'll die like dogs." That's right. GOD
says so.
21Oh! Can you believe it? The chaste
city has become a whore! She was
once all jus ce, everyone living as good
neighbors, And now they're all at one
another's throats.
22 Your coins are all counterfeits. Your
wine is watered down.
23 Your leaders are turncoats who
keep company with crooks. They sell
themselves to the highest bidder and
grab anything not nailed down. They
never stand up for the homeless, never
s ck up for the defenseless.
24 This Decree, therefore, of the Master,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the Strong
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One of Israel: "This is it! I'll get my
oppressors off my back. I'll get back at
my enemies.
25 I'll give you the back of my hand,
purge the junk from your life, clean you
up.
26 I'll set honest judges and wise
counselors among you just like it was
back in the beginning. Then you'll be
renamed City-That-Treats-People-Right,
the True-Blue City."
27GOD's right ways will put Zion right
again. GOD's right ac ons will restore
her penitents.
28 But it's curtains for rebels and
GOD-traitors, a dead end for those who
walk out on GOD.
29 "Your dalliances in those oak grove
shrines will leave you looking mighty
foolish, All that fooling around in god
and goddess gardens that you thought
was the latest thing.
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30 You'll end up like an oak tree with all
its leaves falling off, Like an unwatered
garden, withered and brown.
31 'The Big Man' will turn out to be dead
bark and twigs, and his 'work,' the spark
that starts the fire That exposes man and
work both as nothing but cinders and
smoke."

2 1 The Message Isaiah got regarding
Judah and Jerusalem:

2 There's a day coming when the
mountain of GOD's House Will be The
Mountain--solid, towering over all
mountains. All na ons will river toward
it, people from all over set out for it.
3 They'll say, "Come, let's climb GOD's
Mountain, go to the House of the God of
Jacob. He'll show us the way he works so
we can live the way we're made." Zion's
the source of the revela on. GOD's
Message comes from Jerusalem.
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4He'll se le things fairly between
na ons. He'll make things right between
many peoples. They'll turn their swords
into shovels, their spears into hoes. No
more will na on fight na on; they won't
play war anymore.
5 Come, family of Jacob, let's live in the
light of GOD.
6GOD, you've walked out on your
family Jacob because their world is full
of hokey religion, Philis ne witchcra ,
and pagan hocus-pocus,
7 a world rolling in wealth, Stuffed
with things, no end to its machines and
gadgets,
8And gods--gods of all sorts and sizes.
These people make their own gods and
worship what they make.
9A degenerate race, facedown in the
gu er. Don't bother with them! They're
not worth forgiving!
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10Head for the hills, hide in the caves
From the terror of GOD, from his dazzling
presence.
11 People with a big head are headed
for a fall, preten ous egos brought down
a peg. It's GOD alone at front-and-center
on the Day we're talking about,
12 The Day that GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies is matched against all big-talking
rivals, against all swaggering big names;
13Against all giant sequoias hugely
towering, and against the expansive
chestnut;
14Against Kilimanjaro and Annapurna,
against the ranges of Alps and Andes;
15Against every soaring skyscraper,
against all proud obelisks and statues;
16Against ocean-going luxury liners,
against elegant three-masted schooners.
17 The swelled big heads will be
punctured bladders, the preten ous
egos brought down to earth, Leaving
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GOD alone at front-and-center on the
Day we're talking about.
18And all those s cks and stones
dressed up to look like gods will be gone
for good.
19 Clamber into caves in the cliffs, duck
into any hole you can find. Hide from
the terror of GOD, from his dazzling
presence, When he assumes his full
stature on earth, towering and terrifying.
20On that Day men and women will
take the s cks and stones They've
decked out in gold and silver to look like
gods and then worshiped, And they will
dump them in any ditch or gully,
21 Then run for rock caves and cliff
hideouts To hide from the terror of
GOD, from his dazzling presence, When
he assumes his full stature on earth,
towering and terrifying.
22Quit scraping and fawning over mere
humans, so full of themselves, so full of
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hot air! Can't you see there's nothing to
them?

3 1 The Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, is emptying Jerusalem and

Judah Of all the basic necessi es, plain
bread and water to begin with.
2He's withdrawing police and
protec on, judges and courts, pastors
and teachers,
3 captains and generals, doctors and
nurses, and, yes, even the repairmen
and jacks-of-all-trades.
4He says, "I'll put li le kids in charge of
the city. Schoolboys and schoolgirls will
order everyone around.
5 People will be at each other's throats,
stabbing one another in the back:
Neighbor against neighbor, young
against old, the no-account against the
well-respected.
6One brother will grab another and say,
'You look like you've got a head on your
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shoulders. Do something! Get us out of
this mess.'
7And he'll say, 'Me? Not me! I don't
have a clue. Don't put me in charge of
anything.'
8 "Jerusalem's on its last legs. Judah
is soon down for the count. Everything
people say and do is at cross-purposes
with GOD, a slap in my face.
9 Brazen in their depravity, they flout
their sins like degenerate Sodom. Doom
to their eternal souls! They've made
their bed; now they'll sleep in it.
10 "Reassure the righteous that their
good living will pay off.
11 But doom to the wicked! Disaster!
Everything they did will be done to them.
12 "Skinny kids terrorize my people. Silly
girls bully them around. My dear people!
Your leaders are taking you down a blind
alley. They're sending you off on a wild
goose chase."
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13GOD enters the courtroom. He takes
his place at the bench to judge his
people.
14GOD calls for order in the court, hauls
the leaders of his people into the dock:
"You've played havoc with this country.
Your houses are stuffed with what you've
stolen from the poor.
15What is this anyway? Stomping on
my people, grinding the faces of the
poor into the dirt?" That's what the
Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, says.
16GOD says, "Zion women are stuck-up,
prancing around in their high heels,
Making eyes at all the men in the street,
swinging their hips, Tossing their hair,
gaudy and garish in cheap jewelry."
17 The Master will fix it so those Zion
women will all turn bald--Scabby,
bald-headed women. The Master will do
it.
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18 The me is coming when the Master
will strip them of their fancy baubles--
19 the dangling earrings, anklets and
bracelets,
20 combs and mirrors and silk scarves,
diamond brooches and pearl necklaces,
21 the rings on their fingers and the
rings on their toes,
22 the latest fashions in hats, exo c
perfumes and aphrodisiacs, gowns and
capes,
23 all the world's finest in fabrics and
design.
24 Instead of wearing seduc ve scents,
these women are going to smell like
ro ng cabbages; Instead of modeling
flowing gowns, they'll be spor ng rags;
Instead of their stylish hairdos, scruffy
heads; Instead of beauty marks, scabs
and scars.
25 Your finest figh ng men will be killed,
your soldiers le dead on the ba lefield.



ISAIAH 3–4 15
26 The entrance gate to Zion will be
clo ed with people mourning their
dead--A city stooped under the weight
of her loss, brought to her knees by her
sorrows.

4 1 That will be the day when seven
women will gang up on one man,

saying, "We'll take care of ourselves, get
our own food and clothes. Just give us
a child. Make us pregnant so we'll have
something to live for!"
2And that's when GOD's Branch will
sprout green and lush. The produce of
the country will give Israel's survivors
something to be proud of again. Oh,
they'll hold their heads high!
3 Everyone le behind in Zion, all the
discards and rejects in Jerusalem, will
be reclassified as "holy"--alive and
therefore precious.
4GOD will give Zion's women a good
bath. He'll scrub the bloodstained city
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of its violence and brutality, purge the
place with a firestorm of judgment.
5 Then GOD will bring back the ancient
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of
fire by night and mark Mount Zion and
everyone in it with his glorious presence,
his immense, protec ve presence,
6 shade from the burning sun and
shelter from the driving rain.

5 1 I'll sing a ballad to the one I love,
a love ballad about his vineyard:

The one I love had a vineyard, a fine,
well-placed vineyard.
2He hoed the soil and pulled the
weeds, and planted the very best vines.
He built a lookout, built a winepress, a
vineyard to be proud of. He looked for
a vintage yield of grapes, but for all his
pains he got junk grapes.
3 "Now listen to what I'm telling you,
you who live in Jerusalem and Judah.
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What do you think is going on between
me and my vineyard?
4 Can you think of anything I could have
done to my vineyard that I didn't do?
When I expected good grapes, why did I
get bi er grapes?
5 "Well now, let me tell you what I'll do
to my vineyard: I'll tear down its fence
and let it go to ruin. I'll knock down the
gate and let it be trampled.
6 I'll turn it into a patch of weeds,
untended, uncared for--thistles and
thorns will take over. I'll give orders to
the clouds: 'Don't rain on that vineyard,
ever!'"
7Do you get it? The vineyard of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies is the country
of Israel. All the men and women of
Judah are the garden he was so proud of.
He looked for a crop of jus ce and saw
them murdering each other. He looked
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for a harvest of righteousness and heard
only the moans of vic ms.
8Doom to you who buy up all the
houses and grab all the land for
yourselves--Evic ng the old owners,
pos ng NO TRESPASSING signs, Taking
over the country, leaving everyone
homeless and landless.
9 I overheard GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
say: "Those mighty houses will end up
empty. Those extravagant estates will be
deserted.
10A ten-acre vineyard will produce a
pint of wine, a fi y-pound sack of seed,
a quart of grain."
11Doom to those who get up early and
start drinking booze before breakfast,
Who stay up all hours of the night
drinking themselves into a stupor.
12 They make sure their banquets are
well-furnished with harps and flutes and
plenty of wine, But they'll have nothing
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to do with the work of GOD, pay no mind
to what he is doing.
13 Therefore my people will end up in
exile because they don't know the score.
Their "big men" will starve to death and
the common people die of thirst.
14 Sheol developed a huge appe te,
swallowing people nonstop! Big people
and li le people alike down that gullet,
to say nothing of all the drunks.
15 The down-and-out on a par with
the high-and-mighty, Windbag boasters
crumpled, flaccid as a punctured bladder.
16 But by working jus ce, GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies will be a mountain. By
working righteousness, Holy God will
show what "holy" is.
17And lambs will graze as if they owned
the place, Kids and calves right at home
in the ruins.
18Doom to you who use lies to sell evil,
who haul sin to market by the truckload,
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19Who say, "What's God wai ng for?
Let him get a move on so we can see it.
Whatever The Holy of Israel has cooked
up, we'd like to check it out."
20Doom to you who call evil good and
good evil, Who put darkness in place of
light and light in place of darkness, Who
subs tute bi er for sweet and sweet for
bi er!
21Doom to you who think you're so
smart, who hold such a high opinion of
yourselves!
22All you're good at is drinking--
champion boozers who collect trophies
from drinking bouts
23And then line your pockets with
bribes from the guilty while you violate
the rights of the innocent.
24 But they won't get by with it. As
fire eats stubble and dry grass goes
up in smoke, Their souls will atrophy,
their achievements crumble into dust,
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Because they said no to the revela on of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, Would have
nothing to do with The Holy of Israel.
25 That's why GOD flamed out in anger
against his people, reached out and
knocked them down. The mountains
trembled as their dead bodies piled up
in the streets. But even a er that, he
was s ll angry, his fist s ll raised, ready
to hit them again.
26He raises a flag, signaling a distant
na on, whistles for people at the ends
of the earth. And here they come--on
the run!
27None drag their feet, no one
stumbles, no one sleeps or dawdles.
Shirts are on and pants buckled, every
boot is spit-polished and ed.
28 Their arrows are sharp, bows strung,
The hooves of their horses shod, chariot
wheels greased.
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29 Roaring like a pride of lions, the
full-throated roars of young lions, They
growl and seize their prey, dragging it
off--no rescue for that one!
30 They'll roar and roar and roar on
that Day, like the roar of ocean billows.
Look as long and hard as you like at that
land, you'll see nothing but darkness
and trouble. Every light in the sky will be
blacked out by the clouds.

6 1 In the year that King Uzziah
died, I saw the Master si ng on a

throne--high, exalted!--and the train of
his robes filled the Temple.
2Angel-seraphs hovered above him,
each with six wings. With two wings they
covered their faces, with two their feet,
and with two they flew."
3And they called back and forth
one to the other, Holy, Holy, Holy is
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. His bright
glory fills the whole earth.
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4 The founda ons trembled at the
sound of the angel voices, and then the
whole house filled with smoke.
5 I said, "Doom! It's Doomsday! I'm
as good as dead! Every word I've
ever spoken is tainted--blasphemous
even! And the people I live with
talk the same way, using words that
corrupt and desecrate. And here I've
looked God in the face! The King!
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!"
6 Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to
me. He held a live coal that he had taken
with tongs from the altar.
7He touched my mouth with the coal
and said, "Look. This coal has touched
your lips. Gone your guilt, your sins
wiped out."
8And then I heard the voice of the
Master: "Whom shall I send? Who will
go for us?" I spoke up, "I'll go. Send me!"
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9He said, "Go and tell this people:
"'Listen hard, but you aren't going to get
it; look hard, but you won't catch on.'
10Make these people blockheads, with
fingers in their ears and blindfolds on
their eyes, So they won't see a thing,
won't hear a word, So they won't have
a clue about what's going on and, yes,
so they won't turn around and be made
whole."
11Astonished, I said, "And Master, how
long is this to go on?" He said, "Un l the
ci es are emp ed out, not a soul le
in the ci es--Houses empty of people,
countryside empty of people.
12Un l I, GOD, get rid of everyone,
sending them off, the land totally empty.
13And even if some should survive,
say a tenth, the devasta on will start
up again. The country will look like
pine and oak forest with every tree cut
down--Every tree a stump, a huge field
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of stumps. But there's a holy seed in
those stumps."

7 1During the me that Ahaz son of
Jothan, son of Uzziah, was king of

Judah, King Rezin of Aram and King
Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel a acked
Jerusalem, but the a ack spu ered out.
2When the Davidic government
learned that Aram had joined forces with
Ephraim (that is, Israel), Ahaz and his
people were badly shaken. They shook
like trees in the wind.
3 Then GOD told Isaiah, "Go and meet
Ahaz. Take your son Shear-jashub
(A-Remnant-Will-Return) with you. Meet
him south of the city at the end of the
aqueduct where it emp es into the
upper pool on the road to the public
laundry.
4 Tell him, Listen, calm down. Don't
be afraid. And don't panic over these
two burnt-out cases, Rezin of Aram and
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the son of Remaliah. They talk big but
there's nothing to them.
5Aram, along with Ephraim's son of
Remaliah, have plo ed to do you harm.
They've conspired against you, saying,
6 'Let's go to war against Judah,
dismember it, take it for ourselves, and
set the son of Tabeel up as a puppet king
over it.'
7 But GOD, the Master, says, "It won't
happen. Nothing will come of it
8 Because the capital of Aram is
Damascus and the king of Damascus is
a mere man, Rezin. As for Ephraim, in
sixty-five years it will be rubble, nothing
le of it.
9 The capital of Ephraim is Samaria, and
the king of Samaria is the mere son of
Remaliah. If you don't take your stand in
faith, you won't have a leg to stand on."
10GOD spoke again to Ahaz. This me
he said,
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11 "Ask for a sign from your GOD. Ask
anything. Be extravagant. Ask for the
moon!"
12 But Ahaz said, "I'd never do that. I'd
never make demands like that on GOD!"
13 So Isaiah told him, "Then listen to
this, government of David! It's bad
enough that you make people red with
your pious, mid hypocrisies, but now
you're making God red.
14 So the Master is going to give you a
sign anyway. Watch for this: A girl who is
presently a virgin will get pregnant. She'll
bear a son and name him Immanuel
(God-With-Us).
15 By the me the child is twelve years
old, able to make moral decisions,
16 the threat of war will be over. Relax,
those two kings that have you so worried
will be out of the picture.
17 But also be warned: GOD will bring
on you and your people and your
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government a judgment worse than
anything since the me the kingdom
split, when Ephraim le Judah. The king
of Assyria is coming!"
18 That's when GOD will whistle for the
flies at the headwaters of Egypt's Nile,
and whistle for the bees in the land of
Assyria.
19 They'll come and infest every nook
and cranny of this country. There'll be no
ge ng away from them.
20And that's when the Master will
take the razor rented from across
the Euphrates--the king of Assyria no
less!--and shave the hair off your heads
and genitals, leaving you shamed,
exposed, and denuded. He'll shave off
your beards while he's at it.
21 It will be a me when survivors will
count themselves lucky to have a cow
and a couple of sheep.
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22At least they'll have plenty of milk!
Whoever's le in the land will learn to
make do with the simplest foods--curds,
say, and honey.
23 But that's not the end of it. This
country that used to be covered with
fine vineyards--thousands of them,
worth millions!--will revert to a weed
patch.
24Weeds and thorn bushes
everywhere! Good for nothing
except, perhaps, hun ng rabbits.
25 Ca le and sheep will forage as best
they can in the fields of weeds--but
there won't be a trace of all those fer le
and well-tended gardens and fields.

8 1 Then GOD told me, "Get a big sheet
of paper and write in indelible ink,

'This belongs to Maher-shalal-hash-baz
(Spoil-Speeds-Plunder-Hurries).'"



ISAIAH 8 30
2 I got two honest men, Uriah the priest
and Zechariah son of Jeberekiah, to
witness the document.
3 Then I went home to my wife, the
prophetess. She conceived and gave
birth to a son. GOD told me, "Name him
Maher-shalal-hash-baz.
4 Before that baby says 'Daddy' or
'Mamma' the king of Assyria will have
plundered the wealth of Damascus and
the riches of Samaria."
5GOD spoke to me again, saying:
6 "Because this people has turned its
back on the gently flowing stream of
Shiloah And go en all excited over Rezin
and the son of Remaliah,
7 I'm stepping in and facing them with
the wild floodwaters of the Euphrates,
The king of Assyria and all his fanfare, a
river in flood, burs ng its banks,
8 Pouring into Judah, sweeping
everything before it, water up to your
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necks, A huge wingspan of a raging river,
O Immanuel, spreading across your
land."
9 But face the facts, all you oppressors,
and then wring your hands. Listen, all of
you, far and near. Prepare for the worst
and wring your hands. Yes, prepare for
the worst and wring your hands!
10 Plan and plot all you want--nothing
will come of it. All your talk is mere
talk, empty words, Because when
all is said and done, the last word is
Immanuel--God-With-Us.
11GOD spoke strongly to me, grabbed
me with both hands and warned me not
to go along with this people. He said:
12 "Don't be like this people, always
afraid somebody is plo ng against
them. Don't fear what they fear. Don't
take on their worries.
13 If you're going to worry, worry about
TheHoly. Fear GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
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14 The Holy can be either a Hiding Place
or a Boulder blocking your way, The
Rock standing in the willful way of both
houses of Israel, A barbed-wire Fence
preven ng trespass to the ci zens of
Jerusalem.
15Many of them are going to run into
that Rock and get their bones broken,
Get tangled up in that barbed wire and
not get free of it."
16Gather up the tes mony, preserve
the teaching for my followers,
17While I wait for GOD as long as he
remains in hiding, while I wait and hope
for him.
18 I stand my ground and hope, I and
the children GOD gave me as signs to
Israel, Warning signs and hope signs
from GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, who
makes his home in Mount Zion.
19When people tell you, "Try out the
fortunetellers. Consult the spiritualists.
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Why not tap into the spirit-world, get in
touch with the dead?"
20 Tell them, "No, we're going to study
the Scriptures." People who try the
other ways get nowhere--a dead end!
21 Frustrated and famished, they try
one thing a er another. When nothing
works out they get angry, cursing first
this god and then that one, Looking this
way and that,
22 up, down, and sideways--and seeing
nothing, A blank wall, an empty hole.
They end up in the dark with nothing.

9 1 But there'll be no darkness for
those who were in trouble. Earlier

he did bring the lands of Zebulun and
Naphtali into disrepute, but the me is
coming when he'll make that whole area
glorious--the road along the Sea, the
country past the Jordan, interna onal
Galilee.
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2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light. For those who
lived in a land of deep shadows--light!
sunbursts of light!
3 You repopulated the na on, you
expanded its joy. Oh, they're so glad in
your presence! Fes val joy! The joy of a
great celebra on, sharing rich gi s and
warm gree ngs.
4 The abuse of oppressors and cruelty
of tyrants--all their whips and cudgels
and curses--Is gone, done away with, a
deliverance as surprising and sudden as
Gideon's old victory over Midian.
5 The boots of all those invading troops,
along with their shirts soaked with
innocent blood, Will be piled in a heap
and burned, a fire that will burn for days!
6 For a child has been born--for us! the
gi of a son--for us! He'll take over the
running of the world. His names will be:
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Amazing Counselor, Strong God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Wholeness.
7His ruling authority will grow, and
there'll be no limits to the wholeness
he brings. He'll rule from the historic
David throne over that promised
kingdom. He'll put that kingdom on
a firm foo ng and keep it going With
fair dealing and right living, beginning
now and las ng always. The zeal of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies will do all this.
8 The Master sent a message against
Jacob. It landed right on Israel's
doorstep.
9All the people soon heard the
message, Ephraim and the ci zens of
Samaria. But they were a proud and
arrogant bunch. They dismissed the
message, saying,
10 "Things aren't that bad. We can
handle anything that comes. If our
buildings are knocked down, we'll
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rebuild them bigger and finer. If our
forests are cut down, we'll replant them
with finer trees."
11 So GOD incited their adversaries
against them, s rred up their enemies to
a ack:
12 From the east, Arameans; from the
west, Philis nes. They made hash of
Israel. But even a er that, he was s ll
angry, his fist s ll raised, ready to hit
them again.
13 But the people paid no mind
to him who hit them, didn't seek
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
14 So GOD hacked off Israel's head and
tail, palm branch and reed, both on the
same day.
15 The big-head elders were the head,
the lying prophets were the tail.
16 Those who were supposed to lead
this people led them down blind alleys,



ISAIAH 9 37
And those who followed the leaders
ended up lost and confused.
17 That's why the Master lost interest in
the young men, had no feeling for their
orphans and widows. All of them were
godless and evil, talking filth and folly.
And even a er that, he was s ll angry,
his fist s ll raised, ready to hit them
again.
18 Their wicked lives raged like an
out-of-control fire, the kind that burns
everything in its path--Trees and bushes,
weeds and grasses--filling the skies with
smoke.
19GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies answered
fire with fire, set the whole country on
fire, Turned the people into consuming
fires, consuming one another in their
lusts--
20Appe tes insa able, stuffing and
gorging themselves le and right with
people and things. But s ll they starved.
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Not even their children were safe from
their rapacious hunger.
21Manasseh ate Ephraim, and Ephraim
Manasseh, and then the two ganged up
against Judah. And a er that, he was
s ll angry, his fist s ll raised, ready to hit
them again.

10 1Doom to you who legislate
evil, who make laws that make

vic ms--
2 Laws that make misery for the poor,
that rob my des tute people of dignity,
Exploi ng defenseless widows, taking
advantage of homeless children.
3Whatwill you have to say on Judgment
Day, when Doomsday arrives out of the
blue? Who will you get to help you?
What good will your money do you?
4A sorry sight you'll be then, huddled
with the prisoners, or just some corpses
stacked in the street. Even a er all this,
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God is s ll angry, his fist s ll raised,
ready to hit them again.
5 "Doom to Assyria, weapon of my
anger. My wrath is a cudgel in his hands!
6 I send him against a godless na on,
against the people I'm angry with. I
command him to strip them clean, rob
them blind, and then push their faces in
the mud and leave them.
7 But Assyria has another agenda; he
has something else in mind. He's out to
destroy u erly, to stamp out as many
na ons as he can.
8Assyria says, 'Aren't my commanders
all kings? Can't they do whatever they
like?
9Didn't I destroy Calno as well as
Carchemish? Hamath as well as Arpad?
Level Samaria as I did Damascus?
10 I've eliminated kingdoms full of gods
far more impressive than anything in
Jerusalem and Samaria.
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11 So what's to keepme from destroying
Jerusalem in the same way I destroyed
Samaria and all her god-idols?'"
12When the Master has finished
dealing with Mount Zion and Jerusalem,
he'll say, "Now it's Assyria's turn. I'll
punish the bragging arrogance of the
king of Assyria, his high and mighty
posturing,
13 the way he goes around saying, "'I've
done all this by myself. I knowmore than
anyone. I've wiped out the boundaries
of whole countries. I've walked in and
taken anything I wanted. I charged in like
a bull and toppled their kings from their
thrones.
14 I reached out my hand and took
all that they treasured as easily as a
boy taking a bird's eggs from a nest.
Like a farmer gathering eggs from the
henhouse, I gathered the world in my
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basket, And no one so much as flu ered
a wing or squawked or even chirped.'"
15Does an ax take over from the one
who swings it? Does a saw act more
important than the sawyer? As if a
shovel did its shoveling by using a
ditch digger! As if a hammer used the
carpenter to pound nails!
16 Therefore the Master, GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, will send a debilita ng
disease on his robust Assyrian fighters.
Under the canopy of God's bright glory a
fierce fire will break out.
17 Israel's Light will burst into a
conflagra on. The Holy will explode
into a firestorm, And in one day burn to
cinders every last Assyrian thornbush.
18GOD will destroy the splendid trees
and lush gardens. The Assyrian body and
soul will waste away to nothing like a
disease-ridden invalid.
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19A child could count what's le of the
trees on the fingers of his two hands.
20And on that Day also, what's le
of Israel, the ragtag survivors of Jacob,
will no longer be fascinated by abusive,
ba ering Assyria. They'll lean on GOD,
The Holy--yes, truly.
21 The ragtag remnant--what's le of
Jacob--will come back to the Strong God.
22 Your people Israel were once like
the sand on the seashore, but only a
sca ered few will return. Destruc on
is ordered, brimming over with
righteousness.
23 For the Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, will finish here what he started
all over the globe.
24 Therefore the Master, GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies, says: "My dear,
dear people who live in Zion, don't be
terrorized by the Assyrians when they
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beat you with clubs and threaten you
with rods like the Egyp ans once did.
25 In just a short me my anger against
you will be spent and I'll turn my
destroying anger on them.
26 I, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, will go
a er them with a cat-o'-nine-tails and
finish them off decisively--as Gideon
downed Midian at the rock Oreb, as
Moses turned the tables on Egypt.
27On that day, Assyria will be pulled off
your back, and the yoke of slavery li ed
from your neck." Assyria's on the move:
up from Rimmon,
28 on to Aiath, through Migron, with a
bivouac at Micmash.
29 They've crossed the pass, set camp
at Geba for the night. Ramah trembles
with fright. Gibeah of Saul has run off.
30 Cry for help, daughter of Gallim!
Listen to her, Laishah! Do something,
Anathoth!
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31Madmenah takes to the hills. The
people of Gebim flee in panic.
32 The enemy's soon at Nob--nearly
there! In sight of the city he shakes his
fist At the mount of dear daughter Zion,
the hill of Jerusalem.
33 But now watch this: The Master,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, swings his
ax and lops the branches, Chops down
the giant trees, lays flat the towering
forest-on-the-march.
34His ax will make toothpicks of that
forest, that Lebanon-like army reduced
to kindling.

11 1A green Shoot will sprout from
Jesse's stump, from his roots a

budding Branch.
2 The life-giving Spirit of GOD will hover
over him, the Spirit that brings wisdom
and understanding, The Spirit that gives
direc on and builds strength, the Spirit
that ins lls knowledge and Fear-of-GOD.
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3 Fear-of-GOD will be all his joy and
delight. He won't judge by appearances,
won't decide on the basis of hearsay.
4He'll judge the needy by what is right,
render decisions on earth's poor with
jus ce. His words will bring everyone to
awed a en on. A mere breath from his
lips will topple the wicked.
5 Each morning he'll pull on sturdy
work clothes and boots, and build
righteousness and faithfulness in the
land.
6 The wolf will romp with the lamb, the
leopard sleep with the kid. Calf and lion
will eat from the same trough, and a
li le child will tend them.
7 Cow and bear will graze the same
pasture, their calves and cubs grow up
together, and the lion eat straw like the
ox.



ISAIAH 11 46
8 The nursing child will crawl over
ra lesnake dens, the toddler s ck his
hand down the hole of a serpent.
9Neither animal nor human will hurt
or kill on my holy mountain. The whole
earth will be brimming with knowing
God-Alive, a living knowledge of God
ocean-deep, ocean-wide.
10On that day, Jesse's Root will be
raised high, posted as a rallying banner
for the peoples. The na ons will all come
to him. His headquarters will be glorious.
11Also on that day, the Master for the
second me will reach out to bring back
what's le of his sca ered people. He'll
bring them back from Assyria, Egypt,
Pathros, Ethiopia, Elam, Sinar, Hamath,
and the ocean islands.
12And he'll raise that rallying banner
high, visible to all na ons, gather in all
the sca ered exiles of Israel, Pull in all
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the dispersed refugees of Judah from
the four winds and the seven seas.
13 The jealousy of Ephraim will dissolve,
the hos lity of Judah will vanish--
Ephraim no longer the jealous rival of
Judah, Judah no longer the hos le rival
of Ephraim!
14 Blood brothers united, they'll pounce
on the Philis nes in the west, join forces
to plunder the people in the east. They'll
a ack Edom and Moab. The Ammonites
will fall into line.
15GOD will once again dry up Egypt's
Red Sea, making for an easy crossing.
He'll send a blistering wind down on the
great River Euphrates, Reduce it to seven
mere trickles. None even need get their
feet wet!
16 In the end there'll be a highway all
the way from Assyria, easy traveling for
what's le of God's people--A highway
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just like the one Israel had when he
marched up out of Egypt.

12 1And you will say in that day,
"I thank you, GOD. You were

angry but your anger wasn't forever. You
withdrew your anger and moved in and
comforted me.
2 "Yes, indeed--God is my salva on.
I trust, I won't be afraid. GOD--yes
GOD!--is my strength and song, best of
all, my salva on!"
3 Joyfully you'll pull up buckets of water
from the wells of salva on.
4And as you do it, you'll say, "Give
thanks to GOD. Call out his name. Ask
him anything! Shout to the na ons, tell
them what he's done, spread the news
of his great reputa on!
5 "Sing praise-songs to GOD. He's done
it all! Let the whole earth know what
he's done!
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6 Raise the roof! Sing your hearts out, O
Zion! The Greatest lives among you: The
Holy of Israel."

13 1 The Message on Babylon. Isaiah
son of Amoz saw it:

2 "Run up a flag on an open hill. Yell
loud. Get their a en on. Wave them
into forma on. Direct them to the nerve
center of power.
3 I've taken charge of my special forces,
called up my crack troops. They're
burs ng with pride and passion to carry
out my angry judgment."
4 Thunder rolls off the mountains
like a mob huge and noisy--Thunder
of kingdoms in an uproar, na ons
assembling for war. GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies is calling his army into ba le
forma on.
5 They come from far-off countries, they
pour in across the horizon. It's GOD on
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the move with the weapons of his wrath,
ready to destroy the whole country.
6Wail! GOD's Day of Judgment is
near--an avalanche crashing down from
the Strong God!
7 Everyone paralyzed in the panic,
hysterical
8 and unstrung, Doubled up in pain
like a woman giving birth to a baby.
Horrified--everyone they see is like a
face out of a nightmare.
9 "Watch now. GOD's Judgment Day
comes. Cruel it is, a day of wrath and
anger, A day to waste the earth and
clean out all the sinners.
10 The stars in the sky, the great parade
of constella ons, will be nothing but
black holes. The sun will come up as
a black disk, and the moon a blank
nothing.
11 I'll put a full stop to the evil on earth,
terminate the dark acts of the wicked.
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I'll gag all braggarts and boasters--not
a peep anymore from them--and trip
stru ng tyrants, leave them flat on their
faces.
12 Proud humanity will disappear from
the earth. I'll make mortals rarer than
hens' teeth.
13And yes, I'll even make the sky shake,
and the earth quake to its roots Under
the wrath of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
the Judgment Day of his raging anger.
14 Like a hunted white-tailed deer, like
lost sheep with no shepherd, People will
huddle with a few of their own kind, run
off to some makeshi shelter.
15 But tough luck to stragglers--they'll
be killed on the spot, throats cut, bellies
ripped open,
16 Babies smashed on the rocks while
mothers and fathers watch, Houses
looted, wives raped.
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17 "And now watch this: Against
Babylon, I'm inci ng the Medes, A
ruthless bunch indifferent to bribes, the
kind of brutality that no one can blunt.
18 They massacre the young, wantonly
kick and kill even babies.
19And Babylon, most glorious of
all kingdoms, the pride and joy of
Chaldeans, Will end up smoking and
s nking like Sodom, and, yes, like
Gomorrah, when God had finished with
them.
20No one will live there anymore,
genera on a er genera on a ghost
town. Not even Bedouins will pitch tents
there. Shepherds will give it a wide
berth.
21 But strange and wild animals will like
it just fine, filling the vacant houses with
eerie night sounds. Skunks will make it
their home, and unspeakable night hags
will haunt it.
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22Hyenas will curdle your blood
with their laughing, and the howling
of coyotes will give you the shivers.
"Babylon is doomed. It won't be long
now."

14 1 But not so with Jacob. GOD will
have compassion on Jacob. Once

again he'll choose Israel. He'll establish
them in their own country. Outsiders will
be a racted and throw their lot in with
Jacob.
2 The na ons among whom they lived
will actually escort them back home,
and then Israel will pay them back by
making slaves of them, men and women
alike, possessing them as slaves in
GOD's country, capturing those who had
captured them, ruling over those who
had abused them.
3When GOD has given you me to
recover from the abuse and trouble and
harsh servitude that you had to endure,



ISAIAH 14 54
4 you can amuse yourselves by taking
up this sa re, a taunt against the king of
Babylon: Can you believe it? The tyrant
is gone! The tyranny is over!
5GOD has broken the rule of the
wicked, the power of the bully-rulers
6 That crushed many people. A
relentless rain of cruel outrage
Established a violent rule of anger rife
with torture and persecu on.
7And now it's over, the whole earth
quietly at rest. Burst into song! Make the
ra ers ring!
8 Ponderosa pine trees are happy, giant
Lebanon cedars are relieved, saying,
"Since you've been cut down, there's no
one around to cut us down."
9And the underworld dead are all
excited, preparing to welcome you when
you come. Ge ng ready to greet you are
the ghostly dead, all the famous names
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of earth. All the buried kings of the
na ons will stand up on their thrones
10With well-prepared speeches, royal
invita ons to death: "Now you are as
nothing as we are! Make yourselves at
home with us dead folks!"
11 This is where your pomp and
fine music led you, Babylon, to your
underworld private chambers, A king-
size ma ress of maggots for repose and
a quilt of crawling worms for warmth.
12What a comedown this, O Babylon!
Daystar! Son of Dawn! Flat on your face
in the underworld mud, you, famous for
fla ening na ons!
13 You said to yourself, "I'll climb to
heaven. I'll set my throne over the stars
of God. I'll run the assembly of angels
that meets on sacred Mount Zaphon.
14 I'll climb to the top of the clouds. I'll
take over as King of the Universe!"
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15 But you didn't make it, did you?
Instead of climbing up, you came
down--Down with the underground
dead, down to the abyss of the Pit.
16 People will stare and muse: "Can this
be the one Who terrorized earth and its
kingdoms,
17 turned earth to a moonscape,
Wasted its ci es, shut up his prisoners to
a living death?"
18Other kings get a decent burial,
honored with eulogies and placed in a
tomb.
19 But you're dumped in a ditch
unburied, like a stray dog or cat, Covered
with ro ng bodies, murdered and
indigent corpses. Your dead body
desecrated, mu lated--
20 no state funeral for you! You've
le your land in ruins, le a legacy of
massacre. The progeny of your evil life
will never be named. Oblivion!
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21Get a place ready to slaughter the
sons of the wicked and wipe out their
father's line. Unthinkable that they
should own a square foot of land or
desecrate the face of the world with
their ci es!
22 "I will confront them"--Decree of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies-- "and strip
Babylon of name and survivors, children
and grandchildren."
23GOD's Decree. "I'll make it a
worthless swamp and give it as a
prize to the hedgehog. And then I'll
bulldoze it out of existence." Decree of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
24GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies speaks:
"Exactly as I planned, it will happen.
Following my blueprints, it will take
shape.
25 I will sha er the Assyrian who
trespasses my land and stomp him into
the dirt on my mountains. I will ban
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his taking and making of slaves and
li the weight of oppression from all
shoulders."
26 This is the plan, planned for the
whole earth, And this is the hand that
will do it, reaching into every na on.
27GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies has
planned it. Who could ever cancel such
plans? His is the hand that's reached
out. Who could brush it aside?
28 In the year King Ahaz died, this
Message came:
29Hold it, Philis nes! It's too soon
to celebrate the defeat of your cruel
oppressor. From the death throes of that
snake a worse snake will come, and from
that, one even worse.
30 The poor won't have to worry. The
needy will escape the terror. But you
Philis nes will be plunged into famine,
and those who don't starve, God will kill.
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31Wail and howl, proud city! Fall
prostrate in fear, Philis a! On the
northern horizon, smoke from burned
ci es, the wake of a brutal, disciplined
destroyer.
32What does one say to outsiders who
ask ques ons? Tell them, "GOD has
established Zion. Those in need and in
trouble find refuge in her."

15 1A Message concerning Moab:
Village Ar of Moab is in ruins,

destroyed in a night raid. Village Kir of
Moab is in ruins, destroyed in a night
raid.
2Village Dibon climbs to its chapel in
the hills, goes up to lament. Moab weeps
and wails over Nebo and Medba. Every
head is shaved bald, every beard shaved
clean.
3 They pour into the streets wearing
black, go up on the roofs, take to
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the town square, Everyone in tears,
everyone in grief.
4 Towns Heshbon and Elealeh cry long
and loud. The sound carries as far as
Jahaz. Moab sobs, shaking in grief. The
soul of Moab trembles.
5Oh, how I grieve for Moab! Refugees
stream to Zoar and then on to Eglath-
shelishiyah. Up the slopes of Luhith they
weep; on the road to Horonaim they cry
their loss.
6 The springs of Nimrim are dried
up--grass brown, buds stunted, nothing
grows.
7 They leave, carrying all their
possessions on their backs, everything
they own, Making their way as best they
can across Willow Creek to safety.
8 Poignant cries reverberate all through
Moab, Gut-wrenching sobs as far as
Eglaim, heart-racking sobs all the way to
Beer-elim.
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9 The banks of the Dibon crest with
blood, but God has worse in store for
Dibon: A lion--a lion to finish off the
fugi ves, to clean up whoever's le in
the land.

16 1 "Dispatch a gi of lambs,"
says Moab, "to the leaders

in Jerusalem--Lambs from Sela sent
across the desert to buy the goodwill of
Jerusalem.
2 The towns and people of Moab are
at a loss, New-hatched birds knocked
from the nest, flu ering helplessly At
the banks of the Arnon River, unable to
cross:
3 'Tell us what to do, help us out!
Protect us, hide us!
4Give the refugees from Moab
sanctuary with you. Be a safe place for
those on the run from the killing fields.'"
"When this is all over," Judah answers,



ISAIAH 16 62
"the tyrant toppled, The killing at an end,
all signs of these cruel es long gone,
5A new government of love will be
established in the venerable David
tradi on. A Ruler you can depend upon
will head this government, A Ruler
passionate for jus ce, a Ruler quick to
set things right."
6We've heard--everyone's heard!--of
Moab's pride, world-famous for pride-
-Arrogant, self-important, insufferable,
full of hot air.
7 So now let Moab lament for a change,
with an phonal mock-laments from the
neighbors! What a shame! How terrible!
No more fine fruitcakes and Kir-hareseth
candies!
8All those lush Heshbon fields dried
up, the rich Sibmah vineyards withered!
Foreign thugs have crushed and torn
out the famous grapevines That once
reached all the way to Jazer, right to the
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edge of the desert, Ripped out the crops
in every direc on as far as the eye can
see.
9 I'll join the weeping. I'll weep right
along with Jazer, weep for the Sibmah
vineyards. And yes, Heshbon and
Elealeh, I'll mingle my tears with your
tears! The joyful shou ng at harvest is
gone. Instead of song and celebra on,
dead silence.
10No more boisterous laughter in the
orchards, no more hearty work songs
in the vineyards. Instead of the bustle
and sound of good work in the fields,
silence--deathly and deadening silence.
11My heartstrings throb like harp
strings for Moab, my soul in sympathy
for sad Kir-heres.
12When Moab trudges to the shrine to
pray, he wastes both me and energy.
Going to the sanctuary and praying for
relief is useless. Nothing ever happens.
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13 This is GOD's earlier Message on
Moab.
14GOD's updated Message is, "In three
years, no longer than the term of an
enlisted soldier, Moab's impressive
presence will be gone, that splendid
hot-air balloon will be punctured, and
instead of a vigorous popula on, just a
few shuffling bums cadging handouts."

17 1A Message concerning
Damascus: "Watch this:

Damascus undone as a city, a pile of dust
and rubble!
2Her towns emp ed of people. The
sheep and goats will move in And
take over the towns as if they owned
them--which they will!
3Not a sign of a fort is le in Ephraim,
not a trace of government le in
Damascus. What's le of Aram? The
same as what's le of Israel--not much."
Decree of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
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4 "The Day is coming when Jacob's
robust splendor goes pale and his
well-fed body turns skinny.
5 The country will be le empty, picked
clean as a field harvested by field hands.
She'll be like a few stalks of barley le
standing in the lush Valley of Rephaim
a er harvest,
6Or like the couple of ripe olives
overlooked in the top of the olive tree,
Or the four or five apples that the pickers
couldn't reach in the orchard." Decree of
the GOD of Israel.
7 Yes, the Day is coming when people
will no ce The One Who Made Them,
take a long hard look at The Holy of
Israel.
8 They'll lose interest in all the stuff
they've made--altars and monuments
and rituals, their homemade, handmade
religion--however impressive it is.
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9And yes, the Day is coming when their
fortress ci es will be abandoned--the
very same ci es that the Hivites and
Amorites abandoned when Israel
invaded! And the country will be empty,
desolate.
10And why? Because you have
forgo en God-Your-Salva on, not
remembered your Rock-of-Refuge. And
so, even though you are very religious,
plan ng all sorts of bushes and herbs
and trees to honor and influence your
fer lity gods,
11And even though you make them
grow so well, burs ng with buds and
sprouts and blossoms, Nothing will come
of them. Instead of a harvest you'll get
nothing but grief and pain, pain, pain.
12Oh my! Thunder! A thundering herd
of people! Thunder like the crashing of
ocean waves! Na ons roaring, roaring,
like the roar of a massive waterfall,
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13 Roaring like a deafening Niagara! But
God will silence them with a word, And
then he'll blow them away like dead
leaves off a tree, like down from a thistle.
14At bed me, terror fills the air. By
morning it's gone--not a sign of it
anywhere! This is what happens to those
who would ruin us, this is the fate of
those out to get us.

18 1Doom to the land of flies and
mosquitoes beyond the Ethiopian

rivers,
2 Shipping emissaries all over the world,
down rivers and across seas. Go, swi
messengers, go to this people tall and
handsome, This people held in respect
everywhere, this people mighty and
merciless, from the land crisscrossed
with rivers.
3 Everybody everywhere, all earth-
dwellers: When you see a flag flying on
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the mountain, look! When you hear the
trumpet blown, listen!
4 For here's what GOD told me: "I'm not
going to say anything, but simply look
on from where I live, Quiet as warmth
that comes from the sun, silent as dew
during harvest."
5And then, just before harvest, a er
the blossom has turned into a maturing
grape, He'll step in and prune back the
new shoots, ruthlessly hack off all the
growing branches.
6He'll leave them piled on the ground
for birds and animals to feed on--Fodder
for the summering birds, fodder for the
wintering animals.
7 Then tribute will be brought to
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, brought from
this people tall and handsome, This
people once held in respect everywhere,
this people once mighty and merciless,
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From the land crisscrossed with rivers,
to Mount Zion, GOD's place.

19 1A Message concerning Egypt:
Watch this! GOD riding on a

fast-moving cloud, moving in on Egypt!
The god-idols of Egypt shudder and
shake, Egyp ans paralyzed by panic.
2God says, "I'll make Egyp an fight
Egyp an, brother fight brother, neighbor
fight neighbor, City fight city, kingdom
fight kingdom--anarchy and chaos and
killing!
3 I'll knock the wind out of the
Egyp ans. They won't know coming
from going. They'll go to their god-idols
for answers; they'll conjure ghosts and
hold sï¿½nces, desperate for answers.
4 But I'll turn the Egyp ans over to a
tyrant most cruel. I'll put them under the
rule of a mean, merciless king." Decree
of theMaster, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
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5 The River Nile will dry up, the riverbed
baked dry in the sun.
6 The canals will become stagnant and
s nk, every stream touching the Nile dry
up. River vegeta on will rot away
7 the banks of the Nile-baked clay, The
riverbed hard and smooth, river grasses
dried up and gone with the wind.
8 Fishermen will complain that the
fishing's been ruined.
9 Tex le workers will be out of work, all
weavers and workers in linen and co on
and wool
10Dispirited, depressed in their forced
idleness--everyone who works for a
living, jobless.
11 The princes of Zoan are fools, the
advisors of Pharaoh stupid. How could
any of you dare tell Pharaoh, "Trust me:
I'm wise. I know what's going on. Why,
I'm descended from the old wisdom of
Egypt"?
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12 There's not a wise man or woman
le in the country. If there were, one
of them would tell you what GOD-
of-the-Angel-Armies has in mind for
Egypt.
13As it is, the princes of Zoan are
all fools and the princes of Memphis,
dunces. The honored pillars of your
society have led Egypt into detours and
dead ends.
14GOD has scrambled their brains,
Egypt's become a falling-down-in-his-
own-vomit drunk.
15 Egypt's hopeless, past helping, a
senile, doddering old fool.
16On that Day, Egyp ans will be like
hysterical schoolgirls, screaming at the
first hint of ac on from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies.
17 Li le Judah will strike terror in
Egyp ans! Say "Judah" to an Egyp an
and see panic. The word triggers fear
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of the GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies' plan
against Egypt.
18On that Day, more than one city in
Egypt will learn to speak the language of
faith and promise to follow GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies. One of these ci es will be
honored with the tle "City of the Sun."
19On that Day, there will be a place of
worship to GOD in the center of Egypt
and a monument to GOD at its border.
20 It will show how the GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies has helped the Egyp ans.
When they cry out in prayer to GOD
because of oppressors, he'll send them
help, a savior who will keep them safe
and take care of them.
21GOD will openly show himself to the
Egyp ans and they'll get to know him on
that Day. They'll worship him seriously
with sacrifices and burnt offerings.
They'll make vows and keep them.
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22GOD will wound Egypt, first hit and
then heal. Egypt will come back to GOD,
and GOD will listen to their prayers and
heal them, heal them from head to toe.
23On that Day, there will be a highway
all the way from Egypt to Assyria:
Assyrians will have free range in Egypt
and Egyp ans in Assyria. No longer
rivals, they'll worship together, Egyp ans
and Assyrians!
24On that Day, Israel will take its place
alongside Egypt and Assyria, sharing the
blessing from the center.
25GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, who
blessed Israel, will generously bless
them all: "Blessed be Egypt, my people!
...Blessed be Assyria, work of my hands!
...Blessed be Israel, my heritage!"

20 1 In the year the field commander,
sent by King Sargon of Assyria,

came to Ashdod and fought and took it,
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2GOD told Isaiah son of Amoz, "Go,
take off your clothes and sandals," and
Isaiah did it, going about naked and
barefooted.
3 Then GOD said, "Just as my servant
Isaiah has walked around town naked
and barefooted for three years as a
warning sign to Egypt and Ethiopia,
4 so the king of Assyria is going to come
and take the Egyp ans as cap ves and
the Ethiopians as exiles. He'll take young
and old alike and march them out of
there naked and barefooted, exposed to
mockery and jeers--the bared bu ocks
of Egypt on parade!
5 Everyone who has put hope in
Ethiopia and expected help from Egypt
will be thrown into confusion.
6 Everyone who lives along this coast
will say, 'Look at them! Naked and
barefooted, shuffling off to exile! And we
thought they were our best hope, that
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they'd rescue us from the king of Assyria.
Now what's going to happen to us? How
are we going to get out of this?'"

21 1A Message concerning the
desert at the sea: As tempests

drive through the Negev Desert, coming
out of the desert, that terror-filled place,
2A hard vision is given me: The betrayer
betrayed, the plunderer plundered.
A ack, Elam! Lay siege, Media! Persians,
a ack! A ack, Babylon! I'll put an end to
all the moaning and groaning.
3 Because of this news I'm doubled up
in pain, writhing in pain like a woman
having a baby, Baffled by what I hear,
undone by what I see.
4Absolutely stunned, horror-stricken, I
had hoped for a relaxed evening, but it
has turned into a nightmare.
5 The banquet is spread, the guests
reclining in luxurious ease, Ea ng and
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drinking, having a good me, and then,
"To arms, princes! The fight is on!"
6 The Master told me, "Go, post a
lookout. Have him report whatever he
spots.
7When he sees horses and wagons in
ba le forma on, lines of donkeys and
columns of camels, Tell him to keep his
ear to the ground, note every whisper,
every rumor."
8 Just then, the lookout shouted, "I'm at
my post, Master, S cking to my post day
a er day and all through the night!
9 I watched them come, the horses
and wagons in ba le forma on. I heard
them call out the war news in headlines:
'Babylon fallen! Fallen! And all its
precious god-idols smashed to pieces on
the ground.'"
10Dear Israel, you've been through a
lot, you've been put through the mill.
The good news I get from GOD-of-the-
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Angel-Armies, the God of Israel, I now
pass on to you.
11A Message concerning Edom: A voice
calls to me from the Seir mountains in
Edom, "Night watchman! How long ll
daybreak? How long will this night last?"
12 The night watchman calls back,
"Morning's coming, But for now it's s ll
night. If you ask me again, I'll give the
same answer."
13A Message concerning Arabia: You'll
have to camp out in the desert badlands,
you caravans of Dedanites.
14Haul water to the thirsty, greet
fugi ves with bread. Show your desert
hospitality, you who live in Tema.
15 The desert's swarming with refugees
escaping the horrors of war.
16 The Master told me, "Hang on.
Within one year--I'll sign a contract on
it!--the arrogant brutality of Kedar, those
hooligans of the desert, will be over,
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17 nothing much le of the Kedar
toughs." The GOD of Israel says so.

22 1A Message concerning the
Valley of Vision: What's going

on here anyway? All this partying and
noisemaking,
2 Shou ng and cheering in the streets,
the city noisy with celebra ons!
3 You have no brave soldiers to honor,
no combat heroes to be proud of. Your
leaders were all cowards, captured
without even li ing a sword, A country
of cowards captured escaping the ba le.
4 In the midst of the shou ng, I said,
"Let me alone. Let me grieve by myself.
Don't tell me it's going to be all right.
These people are doomed. It's not all
right."
5 For the Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, is bringing a day noisy with mobs
of people, Jostling and stampeding in
the Valley of Vision, knocking down walls
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and hollering to the mountains, "A ack!
A ack!"
6Old enemies Elam and Kir arrive
armed to the teeth--weapons and
chariots and cavalry.
7 Your fine valleys are noisy with war,
chariots and cavalry charging this way
and that.
8God has le Judah exposed and
defenseless. You assessed your defenses
that Day, inspected your arsenal of
weapons in the Forest Armory.
9 You found the weak places in the city
walls that needed repair. You secured
the water supply at the Lower Pool.
10 You took an inventory of the houses
in Jerusalem and tore down some to get
bricks to for fy the city wall.
11 You built a large cistern to ensure
plenty of water. You looked and looked
and looked, but you never looked to
him who gave you this city, never once
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consulted the One who has long had
plans for this city.
12 The Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, called out on that Day, Called for
a day of repentant tears, called you to
dress in somber clothes of mourning.
13 But what do you do? You throw a
party! Ea ng and drinking and dancing
in the streets! You barbecue bulls and
sheep, and throw a huge feast--slabs of
meat, kegs of beer. "Seize the day! Eat
and drink! Tomorrow we die!"
14GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies whispered
to me his verdict on this frivolity: "You'll
pay for this outrage un l the day you
die." The Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, says so.
15 The Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, spoke: "Come. Go to this
steward, Shebna, who is in charge of all
the king's affairs, and tell him:
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16What's going on here? You're an
outsider here and yet you act like you
own the place, make a big, fancy tomb
for yourself where everyone can see it,
making sure everyone will think you're
important.
17GOD is about to sack you, to throw
you to the dogs. He'll grab you by the
hair,
18 swing you round and round
dizzyingly, and then let you go, sailing
through the air like a ball, un l you're
out of sight. Where you'll land, nobody
knows. And there you'll die, and all the
stuff you've collected heaped on your
grave. You've disgraced your master's
house!
19 You're fired--and good riddance!
20 "On that Day I'll replace Shebna. I will
call my servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah.
21 I'll dress him in your robe. I'll put your
belt on him. I'll give him your authority.
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He'll be a father-leader to Jerusalem and
the government of Judah.
22 I'll give him the key of the Davidic
heritage. He'll have the run of the
place--open any door and keep it open,
lock any door and keep it locked.
23 I'll pound him like a nail into a solid
wall. He'll secure the Davidic tradi on.
24 Everything will hang on him--not
only the fate of Davidic descendants but
also the detailed daily opera ons of the
house, including cups and cutlery.
25 "And then the Day will come,"
says GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, "when
that nail will come loose and fall out,
break loose from that solid wall--and
everything hanging on it will go with it."
That's what will happen. GOD says so.

23 1Wail, ships of Tarshish, your
strong seaports all in ruins! When

the ships returned from Cyprus, they
saw the destruc on.
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2Hold your tongue, you who live on
the seacoast, merchants of Sidon. Your
people sailed the deep seas, buying and
selling,
3Making money on wheat from Shihor,
grown along the Nile--mul na onal
broker in grains!
4Hang your head in shame, Sidon. The
Sea speaks up, the powerhouse of the
ocean says, "I've never had labor pains,
never had a baby, never reared children
to adulthood, Never gave life, never
worked with life. It was all numbers,
dead numbers, profit and loss."
5When Egypt gets the report on Tyre,
what wailing! what wringing of hands!
6Visit Tarshish, you who live on the
seacoast. Take a good, long look and
wail--yes, cry buckets of tears!
7 Is this the city you remember as
energe c and alive, bustling with
ac vity, this historic old city, Expanding
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throughout the globe, buying and selling
all over the world?
8And who is behind the collapse of
Tyre, the Tyre that controlled the world
markets? Tyre's merchants were the
business tycoons. Tyre's traders called
all the shots.
9GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies ordered
the crash to show the sordid backside
of pride and puncture the inflated
reputa ons.
10 Sail for home, O ships of Tarshish.
There are no docks le in this harbor.
11GOD reached out to the sea and sea
traders, threw the sea kingdoms into
turmoil. GOD ordered the destruc on
of the seacoast ci es, the centers of
commerce.
12GOD said, "There's nothing le here
to be proud of, bankrupt and bere
Sidon. Do you want to make a new start
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in Cyprus? Don't count on it. Nothing
there will work out for you either."
13 Look at what happened to Babylon:
There's nothing le of it. Assyria turned
it into a desert, into a refuge for wild
dogs and stray cats. They brought in
their big siege engines, tore down the
buildings, and le nothing behind but
rubble.
14Wail, ships of Tarshish, your strong
seaports all in ruins!
15 For the next seventy years, a king's
life me, Tyre will be forgo en. At the
end of the seventy years, Tyre will stage
a comeback, but it will be the comeback
of a worn-out whore, as in the song:
16 "Take a harp, circle the city,
unremembered whore. Sing your old
songs, your many old songs. Maybe
someone will remember."
17At the end of the seventy years, GOD
will look in on Tyre. She'll go back to
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her old whoring trade, selling herself
to the highest bidder, doing anything
with anyone--promiscuous with all the
kingdoms of earth--for a fee.
18 But everything she gets, all the
money she takes in, will be turned over
to GOD. It will not be put in banks.
Her profits will be put to the use of
GOD-Aware, GOD-Serving-People,
providing plenty of food and the best of
clothing.

24 1Danger ahead! GOD's about to
ravish the earth and leave it in

ruins, Rip everything out by the roots
and send everyone scurrying:
2 priests and laypeople alike, owners
and workers alike, celebri es and
nobodies alike, buyers and sellers alike,
bankers and beggars alike, the haves and
have-nots alike.
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3 The landscape will be a moonscape,
totally wasted. And why? Because GOD
says so. He's issued the orders.
4 The earth turns gaunt and gray, the
world silent and sad, sky and land
lifeless, colorless.
5 Earth is polluted by its very own
people, who have broken its laws,
Disrupted its order, violated the sacred
and eternal covenant.
6 Therefore a curse, like a cancer,
ravages the earth. Its people pay the
price of their sacrilege. They dwindle
away, dying out one by one.
7No more wine, no more vineyards, no
more songs or singers.
8 The laughter of castanets is gone, the
shouts of celebrants, gone, the laughter
of fiddles, gone.
9No more par es with toasts of
champagne. Serious drinkers gag on
their drinks.
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10 The chao c ci es are unlivable.
Anarchy reigns. Every house is boarded
up, condemned.
11 People riot in the streets for wine,
but the good mes are gone forever--no
more joy for this old world.
12 The city is dead and deserted,
bulldozed into piles of rubble.
13 That's the way it will be on this
earth. This is the fate of all na ons: An
olive tree shaken clean of its olives, a
grapevine picked clean of its grapes.
14 But there are some who will break
into glad song. Out of the west they'll
shout of GOD's majesty.
15 Yes, from the east GOD's glory will
ascend. Every island of the sea Will
broadcast GOD's fame, the fame of the
God of Israel.
16 From the four winds and the seven
seas we hear the singing: "All praise to
the Righteous One!" But I said, "That's all
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well and good for somebody, but all I can
see is doom, doom, and more doom."
All of them at one another's throats, yes,
all of them at one another's throats.
17 Terror and pits and booby traps are
everywhere, whoever you are.
18 If you run from the terror, you'll fall
into the pit. If you climb out of the pit,
you'll get caught in the trap. Chaos pours
out of the skies. The founda ons of
earth are crumbling.
19 Earth is smashed to pieces, earth is
ripped to shreds, earth is wobbling out
of control,
20 Earth staggers like a drunk, sways
like a shack in a high wind. Its piled-up
sins are too much for it. It collapses and
won't get up again.
21 That's when GOD will call on the
carpet rebel powers in the skies and
Rebel kings on earth.
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22 They'll be rounded up like prisoners
in a jail, Corralled and locked up in a
jail, and then sentenced and put to hard
labor.
23 Shamefaced moon will cower,
humiliated, red-faced sun will skulk,
disgraced, Because GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies will take over, ruling from Mount
Zion and Jerusalem, Splendid and
glorious before all his leaders.

25 1GOD, you are my God. I
celebrate you. I praise you. You've

done your share of miracle-wonders,
well-thought-out plans, solid and sure.
2Here you've reduced the city to
rubble, the strong city to a pile of stones.
The enemy Big City is a non-city, never
to be a city again.
3 Superpowers will see it and honor
you, brutal oppressors bow in worshipful
reverence.
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4 They'll see that you take care of the
poor, that you take care of poor people
in trouble, Provide a warm, dry place
in bad weather, provide a cool place
when it's hot. Brutal oppressors are like
a winter blizzard
5 and vicious foreigners like high noon
in the desert. But you, shelter from the
storm and shade from the sun, shut the
mouths of the big-mouthed bullies.
6 But here on this mountain, GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies will throw a feast for
all the people of the world, A feast of the
finest foods, a feast with vintage wines,
a feast of seven courses, a feast lavish
with gourmet desserts.
7And here on this mountain, GOD will
banish the pall of doom hanging over all
peoples, The shadow of doom darkening
all na ons.
8 Yes, he'll banish death forever. And
GOD will wipe the tears from every face.
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He'll remove every sign of disgrace From
his people, wherever they are. Yes! GOD
says so!
9Also at that me, people will say,
"Look at what's happened! This is our
God! We waited for him and he showed
up and saved us! This GOD, the one we
waited for! Let's celebrate, sing the joys
of his salva on.
10GOD's hand rests on this mountain!"
As for the Moabites, they'll be treated
like refuse, waste shoveled into a
cesspool.
11 Thrash away as they will, like
swimmers trying to stay afloat, They'll
sink in the sewage. Their pride will pull
them under.
12 Their famous for fica ons will
crumble to nothing, those mighty walls
reduced to dust.

26 1At that me, this song will be
sung in the country of Judah: We
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have a strong city, Salva on City, built
and for fied with salva on.
2 Throw wide the gates so good and
true people can enter.
3 People with their minds set on you,
you keep completely whole, Steady on
their feet, because they keep at it and
don't quit.
4Depend on GOD and keep at it
because in the LORD GOD you have a
sure thing.
5 Those who lived high and mighty he
knocked off their high horse. He used
the city built on the hill as fill for the
marshes.
6All the exploited and outcast peoples
build their lives on the reclaimed land.
7 The path of right-living people is
level. The Leveler evens the road for the
right-living.
8We're in no hurry, GOD. We're content
to linger in the path sign-posted with
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your decisions. Who you are and what
you've done are all we'll ever want.
9 Through the night my soul longs for
you. Deep from within me my spirit
reaches out to you. When your decisions
are on public display, everyone learns
how to live right.
10 If the wicked are shown grace, they
don't seem to get it. In the land of right
living, they persist in wrong living, blind
to the splendor of GOD.
11 You hold your hand up high, GOD,
but they don't see it. Open their eyes to
what you do, to see your zealous love for
your people. Shame them. Light a fire
under them. Get the a en on of these
enemies of yours.
12GOD, order a peaceful and whole life
for us because everything we've done,
you've done for us.
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13O GOD, our God, we've had other
masters rule us, but you're the only
Master we've ever known.
14 The dead don't talk, ghosts don't
walk, Because you've said, "Enough--
that's all for you," and wiped them off
the books.
15 But the living you make larger than
life. The more life you give, the more
glory you display, and stretch the borders
to accommodate more living!
16O GOD, they begged you for help
when they were in trouble, when your
discipline was so heavy they could barely
whisper a prayer.
17 Like a woman having a baby, writhing
in distress, screaming her pain as the
baby is being born, That's how we were
because of you, O GOD.
18We were pregnant full-term. We
writhed in labor but bore no baby. We
gave birth to wind. Nothing came of our
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labor. We produced nothing living. We
couldn't save the world.
19 But friends, your dead will live, your
corpses will get to their feet. All you
dead and buried, wake up! Sing! Your
dew is morning dew catching the first
rays of sun, The earth burs ng with life,
giving birth to the dead.
20 Come, my people, go home and shut
yourselves in. Go into seclusion for a
while un l the punishing wrath is past,
21 Because GOD is sure to come from
his place to punish the wrong of the
people on earth. Earth itself will point
out the bloodstains; it will show where
the murdered have been hidden away.

27 1At that me GOD will unsheathe
his sword, his merciless, massive,

mighty sword. He'll punish the serpent
Leviathan as it flees, the serpent
Leviathan thrashing in flight. He'll kill
that old dragon that lives in the sea.
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2 "At that same me, a fine vineyard
will appear. There's something to sing
about!
3 I, GOD, tend it. I keep it well-watered.
I keep careful watch over it so that no
one can damage it.
4 I'm not angry. I care. Even if it gives
me thistles and thornbushes, I'll just pull
them out and burn them up.
5 Let that vine cling to me for safety, let
it find a good and whole life with me, let
it hold on for a good and whole life."
6 The days are coming when Jacob shall
put down roots, Israel blossom and grow
fresh branches, and fill the world with its
fruit.
7Has GOD knocked them to the ground
as he knocked down those who hit
them? Oh, no. Were they killed as their
killers were killed? Again, no.
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8He was hard on them all right. The
exile was a harsh sentence. He blew
them away on a fierce blast of wind.
9 But the good news is that through this
experience Jacob's guilt was taken away.
The evidence that his sin is removed
will be this: He will tear down the alien
altars, take them apart stone by stone,
And then crush the stones into gravel
and clean out all the sex-and-religion
shrines.
10 For there's nothing le of that
preten ous grandeur. Nobody lives
there anymore. It's unlivable. But
animals do just fine, browsing and
bedding down.
11And it's not a bad place to get
firewood. Dry twigs and dead branches
are plen ful. It's the leavings of a people
with no sense of God. So, the God who
made themWill have nothing to do with
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them. He who formed them will turn his
back on them.
12At that me GOD will thresh from
the River Euphrates to the Brook of
Egypt, And you, people of Israel, will be
selected grain by grain.
13At that same me a great trumpet
will be blown, calling home the exiles
from Assyria, Welcoming home the
refugees from Egypt to come and
worship GOD on the holy mountain,
Jerusalem.

28 1Doom to the preten ous
drunks of Ephraim, shabby and

washed out and seedy--Tipsy, sloppy-fat,
beer-bellied parodies of a proud and
handsome past.
2Watch closely: GOD has someone
picked out, someone tough and strong
to fla en them. Like a hailstorm, like a
hurricane, like a flash flood, one-handed
he'll throw them to the ground.
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3 Samaria, the party hat on Israel's
head, will be knocked off with one blow.
4 It will disappear quicker than a piece
of meat tossed to a dog.
5At that me, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies will be the beau ful crown on
the head of what's le of his people:
6 Energy and insights of jus ce to those
who guide and decide, strength and
prowess to those who guard and protect.
7 These also, the priest and prophet,
stagger from drink, weaving, falling-
down drunks, Beso ed with wine and
whiskey, can't see straight, can't talk
sense.
8 Every table is covered with vomit.
They live in vomit.
9 "Is that so? And who do you think you
are to teach us? Who are you to lord it
over us? We're not babies in diapers to
be talked down to by such as you--
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10 'Da, da, da, da, blah, blah, blah, blah.
That's a good li le girl, that's a good
li le boy.'"
11 But that's exactly how you will be
addressed. God will speak to this people
In baby talk, one syllable at a me--
12 and he'll do it through foreign
oppressors. He said before, "This is the
me and place to rest, to give rest to the

weary. This is the place to lay down your
burden." But they won't listen.
13 So GOD will start over with the
simple basics and address them in baby
talk, one syllable at a me--"Da, da, da,
da, blah, blah, blah, blah. That's a good
li le girl, that's a good li le boy." And
like toddlers, they will get up and fall
down, get bruised and confused and
lost.
14Now listen to GOD's Message, you
scoffers, you who rule this people in
Jerusalem.
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15 You say, "We've taken out good life
insurance. We've hedged all our bets,
covered all our bases. No disaster can
touch us. We've thought of everything.
We're advised by the experts. We're
set."
16 But the Master, GOD, has something
to say to this: "Watch closely. I'm laying
a founda on in Zion, a solid granite
founda on, squared and true. And this
is the meaning of the stone: A TRUSTING
LIFE WON'T TOPPLE.
17 I'll make jus ce the measuring s ck
and righteousness the plumb line for the
building. A hailstorm will knock down
the shantytown of lies, and a flash flood
will wash out the rubble.
18 "Then you'll see that your precious
life insurance policy wasn't worth the
paper it was wri en on. Your careful
precau ons against death were a pack
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of illusions and lies. When the disaster
happens, you'll be crushed by it.
19 Every me disaster comes, you'll be
in on it--disaster in the morning, disaster
at night." Every report of disaster will
send you cowering in terror.
20 There will be no place where you can
rest, nothing to hide under.
21GOD will rise to full stature, raging
as he did long ago on Mount Perazim
And in the valley of Gibeon against the
Philis nes. But this me it's against you.
Hard to believe, but true. Not what you'd
expect, but it's coming.
22 Sober up, friends, and don't scoff.
Scoffingwill justmake it worse. I've heard
the orders issued for destruc on, orders
from GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies--ending
up in an interna onal disaster.
23 Listen to me now. Give me your
closest a en on.
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24Do farmers plow and plow and
do nothing but plow? Or harrow and
harrow and do nothing but harrow?
25A er they've prepared the ground,
don't they plant? Don't they sca er
dill and spread cumin, Plant wheat and
barley in the fields and raspberries along
the borders?
26 They know exactly what to do and
when to do it. Their God is their teacher.
27And at the harvest, the delicate
herbs and spices, the dill and cumin, are
treated delicately.
28On the other hand, wheat is threshed
and milled, but s ll not endlessly. The
farmer knows how to treat each kind of
grain.
29He's learned it all from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, who knows everything
about when and how and where.

29 1Doom, Ariel, Ariel, the city
where David set camp! Let the
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years add up, let the fes vals run their
cycles,
2 But I'm not le ng up on Jerusalem.
The moaning and groaning will con nue.
Jerusalem to me is an Ariel.
3 Like David, I'll set up camp against
you. I'll set siege, build towers, bring in
siege engines, build siege ramps.
4Driven into the ground, you'll speak,
you'll mumble words from the dirt--Your
voice from the ground, like themu ering
of a ghost. Your speech will whisper from
the dust.
5 But it will be your enemies who are
beaten to dust, the mob of tyrants who
will be blown away like chaff. Because,
surprise, as if out of nowhere,
6 a visit from GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
With thunderclaps, earthquakes,
and earspli ng noise, backed up by
hurricanes, tornadoes, and lightning
strikes,
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7And the mob of enemies at war with
Ariel, all who trouble and hassle and
torment her, will turn out to be a bad
dream, a nightmare.
8 Like a hungry man dreaming he's
ea ng steak and wakes up hungry as
ever, Like a thirsty woman dreaming
she's drinking iced tea and wakes up
thirsty as ever, So that mob of na ons at
war against Mount Zion will wake up and
find they haven't shot an arrow, haven't
killed a single soul.
9Drug yourselves so you feel nothing.
Blind yourselves so you see nothing. Get
drunk, but not on wine. Black out, but
not from whiskey.
10 For GOD has rocked you into a deep,
deep sleep, put the discerning prophets
to sleep, put the farsighted seers to
sleep.
11What you've been shown here
is somewhat like a le er in a sealed
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envelope. If you give it to someone who
can read and tell her, "Read this," she'll
say, "I can't. The envelope is sealed."
12And if you give it to someone who
can't read and tell him, "Read this," he'll
say, "I can't read."
13 TheMaster said: "These people make
a big show of saying the right thing, but
their hearts aren't in it. Because they
act like they're worshiping me but don't
mean it,
14 I'm going to step in and shock them
awake, astonish them, stand them on
their ears. The wise ones who had it
all figured out will be exposed as fools.
The smart people who thought they
knew everything will turn out to know
nothing."
15Doom to you! You pretend to have
the inside track. You shut GOD out and
work behind the scenes, Plo ng the
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future as if you knew everything, ac ng
mysterious, never showing your hand.
16 You have everything backwards! You
treat the po er as a lump of clay. Does a
book say to its author, "He didn't write
a word of me"? Does a meal say to the
woman who cooked it, "She had nothing
to do with this"?
17And then before you know it, and
without you having anything to do with
it, Wasted Lebanon will be transformed
into lush gardens, and Mount Carmel
reforested.
18At that me the deaf will hear
word-for-word what's been wri en.
A er a life me in the dark, the blind will
see.
19 The castoffs of society will be
laughing and dancing in GOD, the
down-and-outs shou ng praise to The
Holy of Israel.
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20 For there'll be no more gangs on
the street. Cynical scoffers will be an
ex nct species. Those who never missed
a chance to hurt or demean will never
be heard of again:
21Gone the people who corrupted the
courts, gone the people who cheated the
poor, gone the people who vic mized
the innocent.
22And finally this, GOD's Message for
the family of Jacob, the same GOD who
redeemed Abraham: "No longer will
Jacob hang his head in shame, no longer
grow gaunt and pale with wai ng.
23 For he's going to see his children, my
personal gi to him--lots of children.
And these children will honor me by
living holy lives. In holy worship they'll
honor the Holy One of Jacob and stand
in holy awe of the God of Israel.
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24 Those who got off-track will get back
on-track, and complainers and whiners
learn gra tude."

30 1 "Doom, rebel children!" GOD's
Decree. "You make plans, but not

mine. You make deals, but not in my
Spirit. You pile sin on sin, one sin on top
of another,
2Going off to Egypt without so much
as asking me, Running off to Pharaoh
for protec on, expec ng to hide out in
Egypt.
3Well, some protec on Pharaoh will
be! Some hideout, Egypt!
4 They look big and important, true,
with officials strategically established
in Zoan in the north and Hanes in the
south,
5 but there's nothing to them. Anyone
stupid enough to trust them will end up
looking stupid--All show, no substance,
an embarrassing farce."
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6And this note on the animals of the
Negev encountered on the road to
Egypt: A most dangerous, treacherous
route, menaced by lions and deadly
snakes. And you're going to lug all
your stuff down there, your donkeys
and camels loaded down with bribes,
Thinking you can buy protec on from
that hollow farce of a na on?
7 Egypt is all show, no substance. My
name for her is Toothless Dragon.
8 So, go now and write all this down.
Put it in a book So that the record will be
there to instruct the coming genera ons,
9 Because this is a rebel genera on, a
people who lie, A people unwilling to
listen to anything GOD tells them.
10 They tell their spiritual leaders,
"Don't bother us with irrelevancies."
They tell their preachers, "Don't waste
our me on imprac cali es. Tell us what
makes us feel be er.
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11Don't bore us with obsolete religion.
That stuff means nothing to us. Quit
hounding us with The Holy of Israel."
12 Therefore, The Holy of Israel says
this: "Because you scorn this Message,
Preferring to live by injus ce and shape
your lives on lies,
13 This perverse way of life will be like
a towering, badly built wall That slowly,
slowly lts and shi s, and then one day,
without warning, collapses--
14 Smashed to bits like a piece of
po ery, smashed beyond recogni on
or repair, Useless, a pile of debris to be
swept up and thrown in the trash."
15GOD, the Master, The Holy of Israel,
has this solemn counsel: "Your salva on
requires you to turn back to me and stop
your silly efforts to save yourselves. Your
strength will come from se ling down in
complete dependence on me--The very
thing you've been unwilling to do.
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16 You've said, 'Nothing doing! We'll
rush off on horseback!' You'll rush off, all
right! Just not far enough! You've said,
'We'll ride off on fast horses!' Do you
think your pursuers ride old nags?
17 Think again: A thousand of you will
sca er before one a acker. Before a
mere five you'll all run off. There'll be
nothing le of you--a flagpole on a hill
with no flag, a signpost on a roadside
with the sign torn off."
18 But GOD's not finished. He's wai ng
around to be gracious to you. He's
gathering strength to show mercy
to you. GOD takes the me to do
everything right--everything. Those who
wait around for him are the lucky ones.
19Oh yes, people of Zion, ci zens of
Jerusalem, your me of tears is over.
Cry for help and you'll find it's grace and
more grace. The moment he hears, he'll
answer.
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20 Just as the Master kept you alive
during the hard mes, he'll keep your
teacher alive and present among you.
Your teacher will be right there, local
and on the job,
21 urging you on whenever you wander
le or right: "This is the right road. Walk
down this road."
22 You'll scrap your expensive and
fashionable god-images. You'll throw
them in the trash as so much garbage,
saying, "Good riddance!"
23God will provide rain for the seeds
you sow. The grain that grows will be
abundant. Your ca le will range far and
wide.
24Oblivious to war and earthquake, the
oxen and donkeys you use for hauling
and plowing will be fed well
25 near running brooks that flow freely
from mountains and hills.
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26 Be er yet, on the Day GOD heals his
people of the wounds and bruises from
the me of punishment, moonlight will
flare into sunlight, and sunlight, like a
whole week of sunshine at once, will
flood the land.
27 Look, GOD's on his way, and from
a long way off! Smoking with anger,
immense as he comes into view, Words
steaming from his mouth, searing,
indic ng words!
28A torrent of words, a flash flood
of words sweeping everyone into the
vortex of his words. He'll shake down the
na ons in a sieve of destruc on, herd
them into a dead end.
29 But you will sing, sing through an
all-night holy feast! Your hearts will
burst with song, make music like the
sound of flutes on parade, En route to
the mountain of GOD, on the way to the
Rock of Israel.
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30GOD will sound out in grandiose
thunder, display his hammering
arm, Furiously angry, showering
sparks--cloudburst, storm, hail!
31Oh yes, at GOD's thunder Assyria will
cower under the clubbing.
32 Every blow GOD lands on them with
his club is in me to the music of drums
and pipes, GOD in all-out, two-fisted
ba le, figh ng against them.
33 Topheth's fierce fires are well
prepared, ready for the Assyrian king.
The Topheth furnace is deep and wide,
well stoked with hot-burning wood.
GOD's breath, like a river of burning
pitch, starts the fire.

31 1Doom to those who go off
to Egypt thinking that horses

can help them, Impressed by military
mathema cs, awed by sheer numbers of
chariots and riders--And to The Holy of
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Israel, not even a glance, not so much as
a prayer to GOD.
2 S ll, he must be reckoned with, a
most wise God who knows what he's
doing. He can call down catastrophe.
He's a God who does what he says. He
intervenes in the work of those who
do wrong, stands up against interfering
evildoers.
3 Egyp ans are mortal, not God, and
their horses are flesh, not Spirit. When
GOD gives the signal, helpers and helped
alike will fall in a heap and share the
same dirt grave.
4 This is what GOD told me: "Like a lion,
king of the beasts, that gnaws and chews
and worries its prey, Not fazed in the
least by a bunch of shepherds who arrive
to chase it off, So GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies comes down to fight on Mount
Zion, to make war from its heights.
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5And like a huge eagle hovering in the
sky, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies protects
Jerusalem. I'll protect and rescue it. Yes,
I'll hover and deliver."
6 Repent, return, dear Israel, to the One
you so cruelly abandoned.
7On the day you return, you'll throw
away--every last one of you--the no-gods
your sinful hands made from metal and
wood.
8 "Assyrians will fall dead, killed by a
sword-thrust but not by a soldier, laid
low by a sword not swung by a mortal.
Assyrians will run from that sword, run
for their lives, and their prize young men
made slaves.
9 Terrorized, that rock-solid people
will fall to pieces, their leaders sca er
hysterically." GOD's Decree on Assyria.
His fire blazes in Zion, his furnace burns
hot in Jerusalem.
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32 1 But look! A king will rule in the
right way, and his leaders will

carry out jus ce.
2 Each one will stand as a shelter from
high winds, provide safe cover in stormy
weather. Each will be cool running water
in parched land, a huge granite outcrop
giving shade in the desert.
3Anyone who looks will see, anyone
who listens will hear.
4 The impulsive will make sound
decisions, the tongue- ed will speak
with eloquence.
5No more will fools become celebri es,
nor crooks be rewarded with fame.
6 For fools are fools and that's that,
thinking up new ways to do mischief.
They leave a wake of wrecked lives and
lies about GOD, Turning their backs on
the homeless hungry, ignoring those
dying of thirst in the streets.
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7And the crooks? Underhanded sneaks
they are, inven ve in sin and scandal,
Exploi ng the poor with scams and lies,
unmoved by the vic mized poor.
8 But those who are noble make noble
plans, and stand for what is noble.
9 Take your stand, indolent women!
Listen to me! Indulgent, indolent
women, listen closely to what I have to
say.
10 In just a li le over a year from now,
you'll be shaken out of your lazy lives.
The grape harvest will fail, and there'll
be no fruit on the trees.
11Oh tremble, you indolent women.
Get serious, you pampered dolls! Strip
down and discard your silk fineries. Put
on funeral clothes.
12 Shed honest tears for the lost
harvest, the failed vintage.
13Weep for my people's gardens and
farms that grow nothing but thistles and
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thornbushes. Cry tears, real tears, for
the happy homes no longer happy, the
merry city no longer merry.
14 The royal palace is deserted, the
bustling city quiet as a morgue, The
emp ed parks and playgrounds taken
over by wild animals, delighted with
their new home.
15 Yes, weep and grieve un l the Spirit
is poured down on us from above And
the badlands desert grows crops and the
fer le fields become forests.
16 Jus ce will move into the badlands
desert. Right will build a home in the
fer le field.
17And where there's Right, there'll be
Peace and the progeny of Right: quiet
lives and endless trust.
18My people will live in a peaceful
neighborhood--in safe houses, in quiet
gardens.
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19 The forest of your pride will be
clear-cut, the city showing off your
power leveled.
20 But you will enjoy a blessed life,
plan ngwell-watered fields and gardens,
with your farm animals grazing freely.

33 1Doom to you, Destroyer, not
yet destroyed; And doom to you,

Betrayer, not yet betrayed. When you
finish destroying, your turn will come-
-destroyed! When you quit betraying,
your turn will come--betrayed!
2GOD, treat us kindly. You're our only
hope. First thing in the morning, be
there for us! When things go bad, help
us out!
3 You spoke in thunder and everyone
ran. You showed up and na ons
sca ered.
4 [Your] people, for a change, got in on
the loot, picking the field clean of the
enemy spoils.
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5GOD is supremely esteemed. His
center holds. Zion brims over with all
that is just and right.
6GOD keeps your days stable and
secure--salva on, wisdom, and
knowledge in surplus, and best of all,
Zion's treasure, Fear-of-GOD.
7 But look! Listen! Tough men weep
openly. Peacemaking diplomats are in
bi er tears.
8 The roads are empty--not a soul
out on the streets. The peace treaty
is broken, its condi ons violated, its
signers reviled.
9 The very ground under our feet
mourns, the Lebanon mountains hang
their heads, Flowering Sharon is a
weed-choked gully, and the forests of
Bashan and Carmel? Bare branches.
10 "Now I'm stepping in," GOD says.
"From now on, I'm taking over. The



ISAIAH 33 124
gloves come off. Now see how mighty I
am.
11 There's nothing to you. Pregnant
with chaff, you produce straw babies;
full of hot air, you self-destruct.
12 You're good for nothing but fer lizer
and fuel. Earth to earth--and the sooner
the be er.
13 "If you're far away, get the reports
on what I've done, And if you're in the
neighborhood, pay a en on to my
record.
14 The sinners in Zion are rightly
terrified; the godless are at their wit's
end: 'Who among us can survive this
firestorm? Who of us can get out of this
purge with our lives?'"
15 The answer's simple: Live right,
speak the truth, despise exploita on,
refuse bribes, reject violence, avoid evil
amusements.
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16 This is how you raise your standard
of living! A safe and stable way to live. A
nourishing, sa sfying way to live.
17Oh, you'll see the king--a beau ful
sight! And you'll take in the wide vistas
of land.
18 In your mind you'll go over the
old terrors: "What happened to that
Assyrian inspector who condemned
and confiscated? And the one who
gouged us of taxes? And that chea ng
moneychanger?"
19Gone! Out of sight forever! Their
insolence nothing now but a fading stain
on the carpet! No more pu ng up with
a language you can't understand, no
more sounds of gibberish in your ears.
20 Just take a look at Zion, will you?
Centering our worship in fes val feasts!
Feast your eyes on Jerusalem, a quiet
and permanent place to live. No more
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pulling up stakes and moving on, no
more patched-together lean-tos.
21 Instead, GOD! GOD majes c, God
himself the place in a country of broad
rivers and streams, But rivers blocked
to invading ships, off-limits to predatory
pirates.
22 For GOD makes all the decisions
here. GOD is our king. GOD runs this
place and he'll keep us safe.
23Ha! Your sails are in shreds, your
mast wobbling, your hold leaking. The
plunder is free for the taking, free for
all--for weak and strong, insiders and
outsiders.
24No one in Zion will say, "I'm sick."
Best of all, they'll all live guilt-free.

34 1Draw in close now, na ons.
Listen carefully, you people. Pay

a en on! Earth, you too, and everything
in you. World, and all that comes from
you.
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2And here's why: GOD is angry, good
and angry with all the na ons, So
blazingly angry at their arms and armies
that he's going to rid earth of them, wipe
them out.
3 The corpses, thrown in a heap, will
s nk like the town dump in midsummer,
Their blood flowing off the mountains
like creeks in spring runoff.
4 Stars will fall out of the sky like
overripe, ro ng fruit in the orchard,
And the sky itself will be folded up like a
blanket and put away in a closet. All that
army of stars, shriveled to nothing, like
leaves and fruit in autumn, dropping and
ro ng!
5 "Once I've finished with earth and sky,
I'll start in on Edom. I'll come down hard
on Edom, a people I've slated for total
termina on."
6GOD has a sword, thirsty for blood
and more blood, a sword hungry for
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well-fed flesh, Lamb and goat blood,
the suet-rich kidneys of rams. Yes, GOD
has scheduled a sacrifice in Bozrah, the
capital, the whole country of Edom a
slaughterhouse.
7A wholesale slaughter, wild animals
and farm animals alike slaughtered. The
whole country soaked with blood, all the
ground greasy with fat.
8 It's GOD's scheduled me for
vengeance, the year all Zion's accounts
are se led.
9 Edom's streams will flow sluggish,
thick with pollu on, the soil sterile,
poisoned with waste, The whole country
a smoking, s nking garbage dump--
10 The fires burning day and night,
the skies black with endless smoke.
Genera on a er genera on of
wasteland--no more travelers through
this country!
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11Vultures and skunks will police the
streets; owls and crows will feel at home
there. God will reverse crea on. Chaos!
He will cancel fer lity. Emp ness!
12 Leaders will have no one to lead.
They'll name it No Kingdom There, A
country where all kings and princes are
unemployed.
13 Thistles will take over, covering the
castles, fortresses conquered by weeds
and thornbushes. Wild dogs will prowl
the ruins, ostriches have the run of the
place.
14Wildcats and hyenas will hunt
together, demons and devils dance
through the night. The night-demon
Lilith, evil and rapacious, will establish
permanent quarters.
15 Scavenging carrion birds will breed
and brood, infesta ons of ominous evil.
16Get and read GOD's book: None
of this is going away, this breeding,
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brooding evil. GOD has personally
commanded it all. His Spirit set it in
mo on.
17GOD has assigned them their place,
decreed their fate in detail. This is
permanent--genera on a er genera on,
the same old thing.

35 1Wilderness and desert will
sing joyously, the badlands will

celebrate and flower--Like the crocus in
spring,
2 burs ng into blossom, a symphony
of song and color. Mountain glories of
Lebanon--a gi . Awesome Carmel,
stunning Sharon--gi s. GOD's
resplendent glory, fully on display.
GOD awesome, GOD majes c.
3 Energize the limp hands, strengthen
the rubbery knees.
4 Tell fearful souls, "Courage! Take
heart! GOD is here, right here, on his
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way to put things right And redress all
wrongs. He's on his way! He'll save you!"
5 Blind eyes will be opened, deaf ears
unstopped,
6 Lame men and women will leap like
deer, the voiceless break into song.
Springs of water will burst out in the
wilderness, streams flow in the desert.
7Hot sands will become a cool oasis,
thirsty ground a splashing fountain. Even
lowly jackals will have water to drink,
and barren grasslands flourish richly.
8 There will be a highway called the
Holy Road. No one rude or rebellious is
permi ed on this road. It's for GOD's
people exclusively--impossible to get
lost on this road. Not even fools can get
lost on it.
9No lions on this road, no dangerous
wild animals--Nothing and no one
dangerous or threatening. Only the
redeemed will walk on it.
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10 The people GOD has ransomed will
come back on this road. They'll sing
as they make their way home to Zion,
unfading halos of joy encircling their
heads, Welcomed home with gi s of joy
and gladness as all sorrows and sighs
scurry into the night.

36 1 In the fourteenth year of King
Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of

Assyria made war on all the fortress
ci es of Judah and took them.
2 Then the king of Assyria sent his
general, the "Rabshekah," accompanied
by a huge army, from Lachish to
Jerusalem to King Hezekiah. The general
stopped at the aqueduct where it
emp es into the upper pool on the road
to the public laundry.
3 Three men went out to meet him:
Eliakim son of Hilkiah, in charge of the
palace; Shebna the secretary; and Joah
son of Asaph, the official historian.
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4 The Rabshekah said to them, "Tell
Hezekiah that the Great King, the king of
Assyria, says this: 'What kind of backing
do you think you have against me?
5 You're bluffing and I'm calling your
bluff. Your words are no match for my
weapons. What kind of backup do you
have now that you've rebelled against
me?
6 Egypt? Don't make me laugh. Egypt
is a rubber crutch. Lean on Egypt and
you'll end up flat on your face. That's all
Pharaoh king of Egypt is to anyone who
leans on him.
7And if you try to tell me, "We're
leaning on our GOD," isn't it a bit late?
Hasn't Hezekiah just go en rid of all the
places of worship, telling you, "You've
got to worship at this altar"?
8 "'Be reasonable. Face the facts: My
master the king of Assyria will give you
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two thousand horses if you can put
riders on them.
9 You can't do it, can you? So how do
you think, depending on flimsy Egypt's
chariots and riders, you can stand up
against even the lowest-ranking captain
in my master's army?
10 "'And besides, do you think I came all
this way to destroy this land without first
ge ng GOD's blessing? It was your GOD
who told me, Make war on this land.
Destroy it.'"
11 Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah answered
the Rabshekah, "Please talk to us in
Aramaic. We understand Aramaic. Don't
talk to us in Hebrew within earshot of all
the people gathered around."
12 But the Rabshekah replied, "Do you
think my master has sent me to give this
message to your master and you but
not also to the people clustered here?
It's their fate that's at stake. They're the
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ones who are going to end up ea ng
their own excrement and drinking their
own urine."
13 Then the Rabshekah stood up and
called out loudly in Hebrew, the common
language, "Listen to the message of the
great king, the king of Assyria!
14Don't listen to Hezekiah's lies. He
can't save you.
15And don't pay any a en on to
Hezekiah's pious sermons telling you to
lean on GOD, telling you 'GOD will save
us, depend on it. GOD won't let this city
fall to the king of Assyria.'
16 "Don't listen to Hezekiah. Listen to
the king of Assyria's offer: 'Make peace
with me. Come and join me. Everyone
will end up with a good life, with plenty
of land and water,
17 and eventually something far be er.
I'll turn you loose in wide open spaces,
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with more than enough fer le and
produc ve land for everyone.'
18Don't let Hezekiah mislead you with
his lies, 'GOD will save us.' Has that ever
happened? Has any god in history ever
go en the best of the king of Assyria?
19 Look around you. Where are the
gods of Hamath and Arpad? The gods of
Sepharvaim? Did the gods do anything
for Samaria?
20Name one god that has ever saved its
countries from me. So what makes you
think that GOD could save Jerusalem
from me?'"
21 The three men were silent. They
said nothing, for the king had already
commanded, "Don't answer him."
22 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, the
palace administrator, Shebna the
secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the
court historian, tearing their clothes
in defeat and despair, went back and
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reported what the Rabshekah had said
to Hezekiah.

37 1When King Hezekiah heard the
report, he also tore his clothes

and dressed in rough, peniten al burlap
gunnysacks, and went into the sanctuary
of GOD.
2He sent Eliakim the palace
administrator, Shebna the secretary,
and the senior priests, all of them also
dressed in peniten al burlap, to the
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz.
3 They said to him, "Hezekiah says, 'This
is a black day. We're in crisis. We're
like pregnant women without even the
strength to have a baby!
4Do you think your GOD heard what
the Rabshekah said, sent by his master
the king of Assyria to mock the living
God? And do you think your GOD will
do anything about it? Pray for us, Isaiah.
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Pray for those of us le here holding the
fort!'"
5 Then King Hezekiah's servants came
to Isaiah.
6 Isaiah said, "Tell your master this:
'GOD's Message: Don't be upset by
what you've heard, all those words the
servants of the Assyrian king have used
to mock me.
7 I personally will take care of him. I'll
arrange it so that he'll get a rumor of bad
news back home and rush home to take
care of it. And he'll die there. Killed--a
violent death.'"
8 The Rabshekah le and found the king
of Assyria figh ng against Libnah. (He
had go en word that the king had le
Lachish.)
9 Just then the Assyrian king received
an intelligence report on King Tirhakah
of Ethiopia: "He is on his way to make
war on you." On hearing that, he



ISAIAH 37 139
sent messengers to Hezekiah with
instruc ons to deliver this message:
10 "Don't let your GOD, on whom you
so naively lean, deceive you, promising
that Jerusalem won't fall to the king of
Assyria.
11Use your head! Look around at what
the kings of Assyria have done all over
the world--one country a er another
devastated! And do you think you're
going to get off?
12Have any of the gods of any of these
countries ever stepped in and saved
them, even one of these na ons my
predecessors destroyed--Gozan, Haran,
Rezeph, and the people of Eden who
lived in Telassar?
13 Look around. Do you see anything le
of the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad,
the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the
king of Hena, the king of Ivvah?"
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14Hezekiah took the le er from the
hands of the messengers and read it.
Then he went into the sanctuary of GOD
and spread the le er out before GOD.
15 Then Hezekiah prayed to GOD:
16 "GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
enthroned over the cherubim-angels,
you are God, the only God there is, God
of all kingdoms on earth. You made
heaven and earth.
17 Listen, O GOD, and hear. Look, O
GOD, and see. Mark all these words of
Sennacherib that he sent to mock the
living God.
18 It's quite true, O GOD, that the
kings of Assyria have devastated all the
na ons and their lands.
19 They've thrown their gods into
the trash and burned them--no great
achievement since they were no-gods
anyway, godsmade in workshops, carved
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from wood and chiseled from rock. An
end to the no-gods!
20 But now step in, O GOD, our God.
Save us from him. Let all the kingdoms
of earth know that you and you alone
are GOD."
21 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent this
word to Hezekiah: "GOD's Message, the
God of Israel: Because you brought King
Sennacherib of Assyria to me in prayer,
22 here is my answer, GOD's answer:
"'She has no use for you, Sennacherib,
nothing but contempt, this virgin
daughter Zion. She spits at you and turns
on her heel, this daughter Jerusalem.
23 "'Who do you think you've been
mocking and reviling all these years?
Who do you think you've been jeering
and trea ng with such u er contempt
All these years? The Holy of Israel!
24 You've used your servants to mock
the Master. You've bragged, "With my
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fleet of chariots I've gone to the highest
mountain ranges, penetrated the far
reaches of Lebanon, Chopped down
its giant cedars, its finest cypresses. I
conquered its highest peak, explored its
deepest forest.
25 I dug wells and drank my fill. I
emp ed the famous rivers of Egypt with
one kick of my foot.
26 "'Haven't you go en the news that
I've been behind this all along? This is
a longstanding plan of mine and I'm
just now making it happen, using you
to devastate strong ci es, turning them
into piles of rubble
27 and leaving their ci zens helpless,
bewildered, and confused, drooping like
unwatered plants, stunted like withered
seedlings.
28 "'I know all about your preten ous
poses, your officious comings and
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goings, and, yes, the tantrums you throw
against me.
29 Because of all your wild raging
against me, your unbridled arrogance
that I keep hearing of, I'll put my hook
in your nose and my bit in your mouth.
I'll show you who's boss. I'll turn you
around and take you back to where you
came from.
30 "'And this, Hezekiah, will be your
confirming sign: This year's crops will
be slim pickings, and next year it won't
be much be er. But in three years,
farming will be back to normal, with
regular sowing and reaping, plan ng and
harves ng.
31What's le of the people of Judah
will put down roots and make a new
start.
32 The people le in Jerusalem will get
moving again. Mount Zion survivors
will take hold again. The zeal of
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GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies will do all
this.'
33 "Finally, this is GOD's verdict on the
king of Assyria: "'Don't worry, he won't
enter this city, won't let loose a single
arrow, Won't brandish so much as one
shield, let alone build a siege ramp
against it.
34He'll go back the same way he came.
He won't set a foot in this city. GOD's
Decree.
35 I've got my hand on this city to save
it, Save it for my very own sake, but also
for the sake of my David dynasty.'"
36 Then the Angel of GOD arrived and
struck the Assyrian camp--185,000
Assyrians died. By the me the sun
came up, they were all dead--an army of
corpses!
37 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, got out
of there fast, back home to Nineveh.
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38As he was worshiping in the
sanctuary of his god Nisroch, he was
murdered by his sons Adrammelech and
Sharezer. They escaped to the land of
Ararat. His son Esar-haddon became the
next king.

38 1At that me, Hezekiah got sick.
He was about to die. The prophet

Isaiah son of Amoz visited him and said,
"GOD says, 'Prepare your affairs and
your family. This is it: You're going to die.
You're not going to get well.'"
2Hezekiah turned away from Isaiah
and, facing the wall, prayed to GOD:
3 "GOD, please, I beg you: Remember
how I've lived my life. I've lived faithfully
in your presence, lived out of a heart
that was totally yours. You've seen how
I've lived, the good that I have done."
And Hezekiah wept as he prayed--painful
tears.
4 Then GOD told Isaiah,
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5 "Go and speak with Hezekiah. Give
him this Message from me, GOD, the
God of your ancestor David: 'I've heard
your prayer. I have seen your tears.
Here's what I'll do: I'll add fi een years
to your life.
6And I'll save both you and this city
from the king of Assyria. I have my hand
on this city.
7 "'And this is your confirming sign,
confirming that I, GOD, will do exactly
what I have promised.
8Watch for this: As the sun goes down
and the shadow lengthens on the sundial
of Ahaz, I'm going to reverse the shadow
ten notches on the dial.'" And that's
what happened: The declining sun's
shadow reversed ten notches on the
dial.
9 This is what Hezekiah king of Judah
wrote a er he'd been sick and then
recovered from his sickness:
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10 In the very prime of life I have to
leave. Whatever me I have le is spent
in death's wai ng room.
11No more glimpses of GOD in the land
of the living, No more mee ngs with my
neighbors, no more rubbing shoulders
with friends.
12 This body I inhabit is taken down and
packed away like a camper's tent. Like a
weaver, I've rolled up the carpet of my
life as God cuts me free of the loom And
at day's end sweeps up the scraps and
pieces.
13 I cry for help un l morning. Like a
lion, God pummels and pounds me,
relentlessly finishing me off.
14 I squawk like a doomed hen, moan
like a dove. My eyes ache from looking
up for help: "Master, I'm in trouble! Get
me out of this!"
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15 But what's the use? God himself gave
me the word. He's done it to me. I can't
sleep--I'm that upset, that troubled.
16O Master, these are the condi ons in
which people live, and yes, in these very
condi ons my spirit is s ll alive--fully
recovered with a fresh infusion of life!
17 It seems it was good for me to go
through all those troubles. Throughout
them all you held ght to my lifeline.
You never let me tumble over the edge
into nothing. But my sins you let go of,
threw them over your shoulder--good
riddance!
18 The dead don't thank you, and choirs
don't sing praises from the morgue.
Those buried six feet under don't witness
to your faithful ways.
19 It's the living--live men, live women-
-who thank you, just as I'm doing right
now. Parents give their children full
reports on your faithful ways.
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20GOD saves and will save me. As
fiddles and mandolins strike up the
tunes, We'll sing, oh we'll sing, sing, for
the rest of our lives in the Sanctuary of
GOD.
21 Isaiah had said, "Prepare a poul ce
of figs and put it on the boil so he may
recover."
22Hezekiah had said, "What is my
cue that it's all right to enter again the
Sanctuary of GOD?"

39 1 Some me later, King Merodach-
baladan son of Baladan of

Babylon sent messengers with gree ngs
and a gi to Hezekiah. He had heard that
Hezekiah had been sick and was now
well.
2Hezekiah received the messengers
warmly. He took them on a tour of
his royal precincts, proudly showing
them all his treasures: silver, gold,
spices, expensive oils, all his weapons-
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-everything out on display. There was
nothing in his house or kingdom that
Hezekiah didn't show them.
3 Later the prophet Isaiah showed up.
He asked Hezekiah, "What were these
men up to? What did they say? And
where did they come from?" Hezekiah
said, "They came from a long way off,
from Babylon."
4 "And what did they see in your
palace?" "Everything," said Hezekiah. "I
showed them the works, opened all the
doors and impressed them with it all."
5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah,
"Now listen to this Message from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies:
6 I have to warn you, the me is
coming when everything in this palace,
along with everything your ancestors
accumulated before you, will be hauled
off to Babylon. GOD says that there will
be nothing le . Nothing.
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7And not only your things but your
sons. Some of your sons will be taken
into exile, ending up as eunuchs in the
palace of the king of Babylon."
8Hezekiah replied to Isaiah, "Good. If
GOD says so, it's good." Within himself
he was thinking, "But surely nothing
bad will happen in my life me. I'll enjoy
peace and stability as long as I live."

40 1 "Comfort, oh comfort my
people," says your God.

2 "Speak so ly and tenderly to
Jerusalem, but also make it very clear
That she has served her sentence, that
her sin is taken care of--forgiven! She's
been punished enough and more than
enough, and now it's over and done
with."
3 Thunder in the desert! "Prepare for
GOD's arrival! Make the road straight
and smooth, a highway fit for our God.
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4 Fill in the valleys, level off the hills,
Smooth out the ruts, clear out the rocks.
5 Then GOD's bright glory will shine and
everyone will see it. Yes. Just as GOD has
said."
6A voice says, "Shout!" I said, "What
shall I shout?" "These people are
nothing but grass, their love fragile as
wildflowers.
7 The grass withers, the wildflowers
fade, if GOD so much as puffs on them.
Aren't these people just so much grass?
8 True, the grass withers and the
wildflowers fade, but our God's Word
stands firm and forever."
9 Climb a high mountain, Zion. You're
the preacher of good news. Raise your
voice. Make it good and loud, Jerusalem.
You're the preacher of good news. Speak
loud and clear. Don't be mid! Tell the
ci es of Judah, "Look! Your God!"
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10 Look at him! GOD, the Master, comes
in power, ready to go into ac on. He
is going to pay back his enemies and
reward those who have loved him.
11 Like a shepherd, he will care for
his flock, gathering the lambs in his
arms, Hugging them as he carries
them, leading the nursing ewes to good
pasture.
12Who has scooped up the ocean in
his two hands, or measured the sky
between his thumb and li le finger, Who
has put all the earth's dirt in one of his
baskets, weighed each mountain and
hill?
13Who could ever have told GOD what
to do or taught him his business?
14What expert would he have gone
to for advice, what school would he
a end to learn jus ce? What god do you
suppose might have taught him what he
knows, showed him how things work?
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15Why, the na ons are but a drop in a
bucket, a mere smudge on a window.
Watch him sweep up the islands like so
much dust off the floor!
16 There aren't enough trees in Lebanon
nor enough animals in those vast forests
to furnish adequate fuel and offerings
for his worship.
17All the na ons add up to simply
nothing before him--less than nothing is
more like it. A minus.
18 So who even comes close to being
like God? To whom or what can you
compare him?
19 Some no-god idol? Ridiculous! It's
made in a workshop, cast in bronze,
Given a thin veneer of gold, and draped
with silver filigree.
20Or, perhaps someone will select a
fine wood--olive wood, say--that won't
rot, Then hire a woodcarver to make a
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no-god, giving special care to its base so
it won't p over!
21Have you not been paying a en on?
Have you not been listening? Haven't
you heard these stories all your life?
Don't you understand the founda on of
all things?
22God sits high above the round ball of
earth. The people look like mere ants. He
stretches out the skies like a canvas--yes,
like a tent canvas to live under.
23He ignores what all the princes say
and do. The rulers of the earth count for
nothing.
24 Princes and rulers don't amount to
much. Like seeds barely rooted, just
sprouted, They shrivel when God blows
on them. Like flecks of chaff, they're
gone with the wind.
25 "So--who is like me? Who holds a
candle to me?" says The Holy.
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26 Look at the night skies: Who do
you think made all this? Who marches
this army of stars out each night,
counts them off, calls each by name--so
magnificent! so powerful!--and never
overlooks a single one?
27Why would you ever complain, O
Jacob, or, whine, Israel, saying, "GOD has
lost track of me. He doesn't care what
happens to me"?
28Don't you know anything? Haven't
you been listening? GOD doesn't come
and go. God lasts. He's Creator of all you
can see or imagine. He doesn't get red
out, doesn't pause to catch his breath.
And he knows everything, inside and
out.
29He energizes those who get red,
gives fresh strength to dropouts.
30 For even young people re and drop
out, young folk in their prime stumble
and fall.
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31 But those who wait upon GOD get
fresh strength. They spread their wings
and soar like eagles, They run and don't
get red, they walk and don't lag behind.

41 1 "Quiet down, far-flung ocean
islands. Listen! Sit down and rest,

everyone. Recover your strength. Gather
around me. Say what's on your heart.
Together let's decide what's right.
2 "Who got things rolling here, got this
champion from the east on the move?
Who recruited him for this job, then
rounded up and corralled the na ons so
he could run roughshod over kings? He's
off and running, pulverizing na ons into
dust, leaving only stubble and chaff in
his wake.
3He chases them and comes through
unscathed, his feet scarcely touching the
path.
4 "Who did this? Who made it happen?
Who always gets things started? I did.
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GOD. I'm first on the scene. I'm also the
last to leave.
5 "Far-flung ocean islands see it and
panic. The ends of the earth are shaken.
Fearfully they huddle together.
6 They try to help each other out,
making up stories in the dark.
7 The godmakers in the workshops
go into over me produc on, cra ing
new models of no-gods, Urging one
another on--'Good job!' 'Great design!'--
pounding in nails at the base so that the
things won't p over.
8 "But you, Israel, are my servant. You're
Jacob, my first choice, descendants of
my good friend Abraham.
9 I pulled you in from all over the world,
called you in from every dark corner
of the earth, Telling you, 'You're my
servant, serving on my side. I've picked
you. I haven't dropped you.'
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10Don't panic. I'm with you. There's no
need to fear for I'm your God. I'll give
you strength. I'll help you. I'll hold you
steady, keep a firm grip on you.
11 "Count on it: Everyone who had it in
for you will end up out in the cold--real
losers. Those who worked against you
will end up empty-handed--nothing to
show for their lives.
12When you go out looking for your old
adversaries you won't find them--Not a
trace of your old enemies, not even a
memory.
13 That's right. Because I, your GOD,
have a firm grip on you and I'm not
le ng go. I'm telling you, 'Don't panic.
I'm right here to help you.'
14 "Do you feel like a lowly worm,
Jacob? Don't be afraid. Feel like a fragile
insect, Israel? I'll help you. I, GOD, want
to reassure you. The God who buys you
back, The Holy of Israel.
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15 I'm transforming you from worm
to harrow, from insect to iron. As a
sharp-toothed harrow you'll smooth out
the mountains, turn those tough old hills
into loamy soil.
16 You'll open the rough ground to the
weather, to the blasts of sun and wind
and rain. But you'll be confident and
exuberant, expansive in The Holy of
Israel!
17 "The poor and homeless are
desperate for water, their tongues
parched and no water to be found. But
I'm there to be found, I'm there for
them, and I, God of Israel, will not leave
them thirsty.
18 I'll open up rivers for them on the
barren hills, spout fountains in the
valleys. I'll turn the baked-clay badlands
into a cool pond, the waterless waste
into splashing creeks.
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19 I'll plant the red cedar in that treeless
wasteland, also acacia, myrtle, and olive.
I'll place the cypress in the desert, with
plenty of oaks and pines.
20 Everyone will see this. No one
can miss it--unavoidable, indisputable
evidence That I, GOD, personally did
this. It's created and signed by The Holy
of Israel.
21 "Set out your case for your gods,"
says GOD. "Bring your evidence," says
the King of Jacob.
22 "Take the stand on behalf of your
idols, offer arguments, assemble
reasons. Spread out the facts before us
so that we can assess them ourselves.
Ask them, 'If you are gods, explain what
the past means--
23 or, failing that, tell us what will
happen in the future. Can't do that?
How about doing something--anything!
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Good or bad--whatever. Can you hurt us
or help us? Do we need to be afraid?'
24 They say nothing, because they
are nothing--sham gods, no-gods,
fool-making gods.
25 "I, God, started someone out from
the north and he's come. He was called
out of the east by name. He'll stomp
the rulers into the mud the way a po er
works the clay.
26 Let me ask you, Did anyone guess
that this might happen? Did anyone tell
us earlier so we might confirm it with
'Yes, he's right!'? No one men oned it,
no one announced it, no one heard a
peep out of you.
27 But I told Zion all about this
beforehand. I gave Jerusalem a preacher
of good news.
28 But around here there's no one--no
one who knows what's going on. I ask,
but no one can tell me the score.
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29Nothing here. It's all smoke and hot
air--sham gods, hollow gods, no-gods.

42 1 "Take a good look at my servant.
I'm backing him to the hilt. He's

the one I chose, and I couldn't be more
pleased with him. I've bathed him with
my Spirit, my life. He'll set everything
right among the na ons.
2He won't call a en on to what he
does with loud speeches or gaudy
parades.
3He won't brush aside the bruised and
the hurt and he won't disregard the
small and insignificant, but he'll steadily
and firmly set things right.
4He won't re out and quit. He
won't be stopped un l he's finished
his work--to set things right on earth.
Far-flung ocean islands wait expectantly
for his teaching."
5GOD's Message, the God who created
the cosmos, stretched out the skies, laid
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out the earth and all that grows from it,
Who breathes life into earth's people,
makes them alive with his own life:
6 "I am GOD. I have called you to live
right and well. I have taken responsibility
for you, kept you safe. I have set you
among my people to bind them to me,
and provided you as a lighthouse to the
na ons,
7 To make a start at bringing people
into the open, into light: opening blind
eyes, releasing prisoners from dungeons,
emptying the dark prisons.
8 I am GOD. That's my name. I don't
franchise my glory, don't endorse the
no-god idols.
9 Take note: The earlier predic ons
of judgment have been fulfilled. I'm
announcing the new salva on work.
Before it bursts on the scene, I'm telling
you all about it."
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10 Sing to GOD a brand-new song, sing
his praises all over the world! Let the
sea and its fish give a round of applause,
with all the far-flung islands joining in.
11 Let the desert and its camps raise a
tune, calling the Kedar nomads to join
in. Let the villagers in Sela round up a
choir and perform from the tops of the
mountains.
12Make GOD's glory resound; echo his
praises from coast to coast.
13GOD steps out like he means
business. You can see he's primed for
ac on. He shouts, announcing his arrival;
he takes charge and his enemies fall into
line:
14 "I've been quiet long enough. I've
held back, bi ng my tongue. But now
I'm le ng loose, le ng go, like a woman
who's having a baby--
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15 Stripping the hills bare, withering the
wildflowers, Drying up the rivers, turning
lakes into mudflats.
16 But I'll take the hand of those who
don't know theway, who can't see where
they're going. I'll be a personal guide to
them, direc ng them through unknown
country. I'll be right there to show them
what roads to take, make sure they don't
fall into the ditch. These are the things I'll
be doing for them--s cking with them,
not leaving them for a minute."
17 But those who invested in the
no-gods are bankrupt--dead broke.
18 Pay a en on! Are you deaf? Open
your eyes! Are you blind?
19 You're my servant, and you're not
looking! You're my messenger, and
you're not listening! The very people I
depended upon, servants of GOD, blind
as a bat--willfully blind!
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20 You've seen a lot, but looked at
nothing. You've heard everything, but
listened to nothing.
21GOD intended, out of the goodness
of his heart, to be lavish in his revela on.
22 But this is a people ba ered and
cowed, shut up in a cs and closets,
Vic ms licking their wounds, feeling
ignored, abandoned.
23 But is anyone out there listening?
Is anyone paying a en on to what's
coming?
24Who do you think turned Jacob over
to the thugs, let loose the robbers on
Israel? Wasn't it GOD himself, this God
against whom we've sinned--not doing
what he commanded, not listening to
what he said?
25 Isn't it God's anger that's behind
all this, God's punishing power? Their
whole world collapsed but they s ll
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didn't get it; their life is in ruins but they
don't take it to heart.

43 1 But now, GOD's Message, the
God who made you in the first

place, Jacob, the One who got you
started, Israel: "Don't be afraid, I've
redeemed you. I've called your name.
You're mine.
2When you're in over your head, I'll be
there with you. When you're in rough
waters, you will not go down. When
you're between a rock and a hard place,
it won't be a dead end--
3 Because I am GOD, your personal God,
The Holy of Israel, your Savior. I paid a
huge price for you: all of Egypt, with rich
Cush and Seba thrown in!
4 That's how much you mean to me!
That's how much I love you! I'd sell off
the whole world to get you back, trade
the crea on just for you.
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5 "So don't be afraid: I'm with you. I'll
round up all your sca ered children, pull
them in from east and west.
6 I'll send orders north and south: 'Send
them back. Return my sons from distant
lands, my daughters from faraway
places.
7 I want them back, every last one who
bears my name, every man, woman, and
child Whom I created for my glory, yes,
personally formed and made each one.'"
8Get the blind and deaf out here and
ready--the blind (though there's nothing
wrong with their eyes) and the deaf
(though there's nothing wrong with their
ears).
9 Then get the other na ons out here
and ready. Let's see what they have to
say about this, how they account for
what's happened. Let them present their
expert witnesses and make their case;
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let them try to convince us what they
say is true.
10 "But you are my witnesses." GOD's
Decree. "You're my handpicked servant
So that you'll come to know and trust
me, understand both that I am and who
I am. Previous to me there was no such
thing as a god, nor will there be a er me.
11 I, yes I, am GOD. I'm the only Savior
there is.
12 I spoke, I saved, I told you what
existed long before these upstart gods
appeared on the scene. And you know
it, you're my witnesses, you're the
evidence." GOD's Decree. "Yes, I am
God.
13 I've always been God and I always
will be God. No one can take anything
from me. I make; who can unmake it?"
14GOD, your Redeemer, The Holy of
Israel, says: "Just for you, I will march
on Babylon. I'll turn the tables on the
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Babylonians. Instead of whooping it up,
they'll be wailing.
15 I am GOD, your Holy One, Creator of
Israel, your King."
16 This is what GOD says, the God who
builds a road right through the ocean,
who carves a path through pounding
waves,
17 The God who summons horses and
chariots and armies--they lie down and
then can't get up; they're snuffed out
like so many candles:
18 "Forget about what's happened;
don't keep going over old history.
19 Be alert, be present. I'm about to do
something brand-new. It's burs ng out!
Don't you see it? There it is! I'm making
a road through the desert, rivers in the
badlands.
20Wild animals will say 'Thank you!'--
the coyotes and the buzzards--Because
I provided water in the desert, rivers
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through the sun-baked earth, Drinking
water for the people I chose,
21 the people I made especially for
myself, a people custom-made to praise
me.
22 "But you didn't pay a bit of a en on
to me, Jacob. You so quickly red of me,
Israel.
23 You wouldn't even bring sheep for
offerings in worship. You couldn't be
bothered with sacrifices. It wasn't that
I asked that much from you. I didn't
expect expensive presents.
24 But you didn't even do the minimum-
-so s ngy with me, so closefisted. Yet
you haven't been s ngy with your
sins. You've been plenty generous with
them--and I'm fed up.
25 "But I, yes I, am the one who takes
care of your sins--that's what I do. I don't
keep a list of your sins.
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26 "So, make your case against me. Let's
have this out. Make your arguments.
Prove you're in the right.
27 Your original ancestor started the
sinning, and everyone since has joined
in.
28 That's why I had to disqualify the
Temple leaders, repudiate Jacob and
discredit Israel.

44 1 "But for now, dear servant
Jacob, listen--yes, you, Israel, my

personal choice.
2GOD who made you has something to
say to you; the God who formed you in
the womb wants to help you. Don't be
afraid, dear servant Jacob, Jeshurun, the
one I chose.
3 For I will pour water on the thirsty
ground and send streams coursing
through the parched earth. I will pour
my Spirit into your descendants and my
blessing on your children.
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4 They shall sprout like grass on the
prairie, like willows alongside creeks.
5 This one will say, 'I am GOD's,' and
another will go by the name Jacob;
That one will write on his hand 'GOD's
property'--and be proud to be called
Israel."
6GOD, King of Israel, your Redeemer,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, says: "I'm
first, I'm last, and everything in between.
I'm the only God there is.
7Who compares with me? Speak
up. See if you measure up. From
the beginning, who else has always
announced what's coming? So what is
coming next? Anybody want to venture
a try?
8Don't be afraid, and don't worry:
Haven't I always kept you informed,
told you what was going on? You're
my eyewitnesses: Have you ever come
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across a God, a real God, other than me?
There's no Rock like me that I know of."
9All those who make no-god idols
don't amount to a thing, and what they
work so hard at making is nothing. Their
li le puppet-gods see nothing and know
nothing--they're total embarrassments!
10Who would bother making gods that
can't do anything, that can't "god"?
11Watch all the no-god worshipers hide
their faces in shame. Watch the no-god
makers slink off humiliated when their
idols fail them. Get them out here in the
open. Make them face God-reality.
12 The blacksmith makes his no-god,
works it over in his forge, hammering it
on his anvil--such hard work! He works
away, fa gued with hunger and thirst.
13 The woodworker draws up plans for
his no-god, traces it on a block of wood.
He shapes it with chisels and planes into
human shape--a beau ful woman, a
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handsome man, ready to be placed in a
chapel.
14He first cuts down a cedar, or maybe
picks out a pine or oak, and lets it grow
strong in the forest, nourished by the
rain.
15 Then it can serve a double purpose:
Part he uses as firewood for keeping
warm and baking bread; from the
other part he makes a god that he
worships--carves it into a god shape and
prays before it.
16With half he makes a fire to warm
himself and barbecue his supper. He
eats his fill and sits back sa sfied with
his stomach full and his feet warmed by
the fire: "Ah, this is the life."
17And he s ll has half le for a god,
made to his personal design--a handy,
convenient no-god to worship whenever
so inclined. Whenever the need strikes
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him he prays to it, "Save me. You're my
god."
18 Pre y stupid, wouldn't you say?
Don't they have eyes in their heads? Are
their brains working at all?
19Doesn't it occur to them to say, "Half
of this tree I used for firewood: I baked
bread, roasted meat, and enjoyed a
good meal. And now I've used the rest
to make an abominable no-god. Here I
am praying to a s ck of wood!"
20 This lover of emp ness, of nothing,
is so out of touch with reality, so far
gone, that he can't even look at what
he's doing, can't even look at the no-god
s ck of wood in his hand and say, "This
is crazy."
21 "Remember these things, O Jacob.
Take it seriously, Israel, that you're my
servant. I made you, shaped you: You're
my servant. O Israel, I'll never forget you.
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22 I've wiped the slate of all your
wrongdoings. There's nothing le of
your sins. Come back to me, come back.
I've redeemed you."
23High heavens, sing! GOD has done it.
Deep earth, shout! And you mountains,
sing! A forest choir of oaks and pines
and cedars! GOD has redeemed Jacob.
GOD's glory is on display in Israel.
24GOD, your Redeemer, who shaped
your life in your mother's womb, says: "I
am GOD. I made all that is. With no help
from you I spread out the skies and laid
out the earth."
25He makes the magicians look
ridiculous and turns fortunetellers into
jokes. He makes the experts look trivial
and their latest knowledge look silly.
26 But he backs the word of his
servant and confirms the counsel of his
messengers. He says to Jerusalem, "Be
inhabited," and to the ci es of Judah,
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"Be rebuilt," and to the ruins, "I raise
you up."
27He says to Ocean, "Dry up. I'm drying
up your rivers."
28He says to Cyrus, "My shepherd--
everything I want, you'll do it." He says
to Jerusalem, "Be built," and to the
Temple, "Be established."

45 1GOD's Message to his anointed,
to Cyrus, whom he took by the

hand To give the task of taming the
na ons, of terrifying their kings--He gave
him free rein, no restric ons:
2 "I'll go ahead of you, clearing and
paving the road. I'll break down bronze
city gates, smash padlocks, kick down
barred entrances.
3 I'll lead you to buried treasures, secret
caches of valuables--Confirma ons that
it is, in fact, I, GOD, the God of Israel,
who calls you by your name.
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4 It's because of my dear servant Jacob,
Israel my chosen, That I've singled you
out, called you by name, and given you
this privileged work. And you don't even
know me!
5 I am GOD, the only God there is.
Besides me there are no real gods. I'm
the one who armed you for this work,
though you don't even know me,
6 So that everyone, from east to west,
will know that I have no god-rivals. I am
GOD, the only God there is.
7 I form light and create darkness, I
make harmonies and create discords. I,
GOD, do all these things.
8 "Open up, heavens, and rain. Clouds,
pour out buckets of my goodness!
Loosen up, earth, and bloom salva on;
sprout right living. I, GOD, generate all
this.
9 But doom to you who fight your
Maker--you're a pot at odds with the
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po er! Does clay talk back to the po er:
'What are you doing? What clumsy
fingers!'
10Would a sperm say to a father, 'Who
gave you permission to use me to make
a baby?' Or a fetus to a mother, 'Why
have you cooped me up in this belly?'"
11 Thus GOD, The Holy of Israel, Israel's
Maker, says: "Do you ques on who or
what I'm making? Are you telling me
what I can or cannot do?
12 I made earth, and I created man and
woman to live on it. I handcra ed the
skies and direct all the constella ons in
their turnings.
13And now I've got Cyrus on the move.
I've rolled out the red carpet before him.
He will build my city. He will bring home
my exiles. I didn't hire him to do this. I
told him. I, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies."
14GOD says: "The workers of Egypt,
the merchants of Ethiopia, and those
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statuesque Sabeans Will all come over
to you--all yours. Docile in chains, they'll
follow you, Hands folded in reverence,
praying before you: 'Amazing! God is
with you! There is no other God--none.'"
15 Clearly, you are a God who works
behind the scenes, God of Israel, Savior
God.
16Humiliated, all those others will be
ashamed to show their faces in public.
Out of work and at loose ends, the
makers of no-god idols won't know what
to do with themselves.
17 The people of Israel, though, are
saved by you, GOD, savedwith an eternal
salva on. They won't be ashamed, they
won't be at loose ends, ever.
18GOD, Creator of the heavens--he
is, remember, God. Maker of earth--he
put it on its founda ons, built it from
scratch. He didn't go to all that trouble
to just leave it empty, nothing in it. He
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made it to be lived in. This GOD says: "I
am GOD, the one and only.
19 I don't just talk to myself or
mumble under my breath. I never told
Jacob, 'Seek me in emp ness, in dark
nothingness.' I am GOD. I work out in the
open, saying what's right, se ng things
right.
20 So gather around, come on in, all you
refugees and castoffs. They don't seem
to know much, do they--those who carry
around their no-god blocks of wood,
praying for help to a dead s ck?
21 So tell me what you think. Look at the
evidence. Put your heads together. Make
your case. Who told you, and a long me
ago, what's going on here? Who made
sense of things for you? Wasn't I the
one? GOD? It had to be me. I'm the only
God there is--The only God who does
things right and knows how to help.
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22 So turn to me and be helped--saved!-
-everyone, whoever and wherever you
are. I am GOD, the only God there is, the
one and only.
23 I promise in my own name: Every
word out of my mouth does what it says.
I never take back what I say. Everyone
is going to end up kneeling before me.
Everyone is going to end up saying of
me,
24 'Yes! Salva on and strength are in
GOD!'" All who have raged against him
will be brought before him, disgraced by
their unbelief.
25And all who are connected with Israel
will have a robust, praising, good life in
GOD!

46 1 The god Bel falls down, god
Nebo slumps. The no-god hunks

of wood are loaded on mules And have
to be hauled off, wearing out the poor
mules--
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2Dead weight, burdens who can't bear
burdens, hauled off to cap vity.
3 "Listen to me, family of Jacob,
everyone that's le of the family of
Israel. I've been carrying you on my back
from the day you were born,
4And I'll keep on carrying you when
you're old. I'll be there, bearing you
when you're old and gray. I've done it
and will keep on doing it, carrying you
on my back, saving you.
5 "So to whom will you compare me,
the Incomparable? Can you picture me
without reducing me?
6 People with a lot of money hire
cra smen to make them gods. The
ar san delivers the god, and they kneel
and worship it!
7 They carry it around in holy parades,
then take it home and put it on a shelf.
And there it sits, day in and day out, a
dependable god, always right where you
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put it. Say anything you want to it, it
never talks back. Of course, it never does
anything either!
8 "Think about this. Wrap your minds
around it. This is serious business, rebels.
Take it to heart.
9 Remember your history, your
long and rich history. I am GOD, the
only God you've had or ever will
have--incomparable, irreplaceable--
10 From the very beginning telling you
what the ending will be, All along le ng
you in on what is going to happen,
Assuring you, 'I'm in this for the long
haul, I'll do exactly what I set out to do,'
11 Calling that eagle, Cyrus, out of the
east, from a far country the man I chose
to help me. I've said it, and I'll most
certainly do it. I've planned it, so it's as
good as done.
12 "Now listen to me: You're a
hardheaded bunch and hard to help.
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13 I'm ready to help you right now.
Deliverance is not a long-range plan.
Salva on isn't on hold. I'm pu ng
salva on to work in Zion now, and glory
in Israel.

47 1 "Get off your high horse and
sit in the dirt, virgin daughter of

Babylon. No more throne for you--sit on
the ground, daughter of the Chaldeans.
Nobody will be calling you 'charming'
and 'alluring' anymore. Get used to it.
2Get a job, any old job: Clean gu ers,
scrub toilets. Hock your gowns and
scarves, put on overalls--the party's over.
3 Your nude body will be on public
display, exposed to vulgar taunts.
It's vengeance me, and I'm taking
vengeance. No one gets let off the
hook."
4Our Redeemer speaks, named
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, The Holy of
Israel:
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5 "Shut up and get out of the way,
daughter of Chaldeans. You'll no longer
be called 'First Lady of the Kingdoms.'
6 I was fed up with my people,
thoroughly disgusted with my progeny.
I turned them over to you, but you had
no compassion. You put old men and
women to cruel, hard labor.
7 You said, 'I'm the First Lady. I'll always
be the pampered darling.' You took
nothing seriously, took nothing to heart,
never gave tomorrow a thought.
8Well, start thinking, playgirl. You're
ac ng like the center of the universe,
Smugly saying to yourself, 'I'm Number
One. There's nobody but me. I'll never
be a widow, I'll never lose my children.'
9 Those two things are going to hit you
both at once, suddenly, on the same day:
Spouse and children gone, a total loss,
despite your many enchantments and
charms.
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10 You were so confident and
comfortable in your evil life, saying, 'No
one sees me.' You thought you knew so
much, had everything figured out. What
delusion! Smugly telling yourself, 'I'm
Number One. There's nobody but me.'
11 Ruin descends--you can't charm it
away. Disaster strikes--you can't cast it
off with spells. Catastrophe, sudden and
total--and you're totally at sea, totally
bewildered!
12 But don't give up. From your great
repertoire of enchantments there must
be one you haven't yet tried. You've been
at this a long me. Surely [something]
will work.
13 I know you're exhausted trying out
remedies, but don't give up. Call in
the astrologers and stargazers. They're
good at this. Surely they can work up
something!
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14 "Fat chance. You'd be grasping at
straws that are already in the fire, A fire
that is even now raging. Your 'experts'
are in it and won't get out. It's not a fire
for cooking venison stew, not a fire to
warm you on a winter night!
15 That's the fate of your friends in
sorcery, your magician buddies you've
been in cahoots with all your life.
They reel, confused, bumping into one
another. None of them bother to help
you.

48 1 "And now listen to this, family
of Jacob, you who are called by

the name Israel: Who got you started in
the loins of Judah, you who use GOD's
name to back up your promises and pray
to the God of Israel? But do you mean
it? Do you live like it?
2 You claim to be ci zens of the
Holy City; you act as though you
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lean on the God of Israel, named
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
3 For a long me now, I've let you in on
the way I work: I told you what I was
going to do beforehand, then I did it and
it was done, and that's that.
4 I know you're a bunch of hardheads,
obs nate and flint-faced,
5 So I got a running start and began
telling you what was going on before it
even happened. That is why you can't
say, 'My god-idol did this.' 'My favorite
god-carving commanded this.'
6 You have all this evidence confirmed
by your own eyes and ears. Shouldn't
you be talking about it? And that was
just the beginning. I have a lot more to
tell you, things you never knew existed.
7 This isn't a varia on on the same old
thing. This is new, brand-new, something
you'd never guess or dream up. When
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you hear this you won't be able to say, 'I
knew that all along.'
8 You've never been good listeners
to me. You have a history of ignoring
me, A sorry track record of fickle
a achments--rebels from the womb.
9 But out of the sheer goodness of my
heart, because of who I am, I keep a ght
rein on my anger and hold my temper. I
don't wash my hands of you.
10Do you see what I've done? I've
refined you, but not without fire. I've
tested you like silver in the furnace of
afflic on.
11Out of myself, simply because of who
I am, I do what I do. I have my reputa on
to keep up. I'm not playing second fiddle
to either gods or people.
12 "Listen, Jacob. Listen, Israel--I'm the
One who named you! I'm the One. I got
things started and, yes, I'll wrap them
up.
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13 Earth is my work, handmade. And
the skies--I made them too, horizon to
horizon. When I speak, they're on their
feet, at a en on.
14 "Come everybody, gather around,
listen: Who among the gods has
delivered the news? I, GOD, love this
man Cyrus, and I'm using him to do what
I want with Babylon.
15 I, yes I, have spoken. I've called
him. I've brought him here. He'll be
successful.
16 Come close, listen carefully: I've
never kept secrets from you. I've always
been present with you." Your Progeny,
Like Grains of Sand And now, the Master,
GOD, sends me and his Spirit
17with this Message from GOD, your
Redeemer, The Holy of Israel: "I am GOD,
your God, who teaches you how to live
right and well. I show you what to do,
where to go.
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18 If you had listened all along to what I
told you, your life would have flowed full
like a river, blessings rolling in like waves
from the sea.
19 Children and grandchildren are like
sand, your progeny like grains of sand.
There would be no end of them, no
danger of losing touch with me."
20Get out of Babylon! Run from the
Babylonians! Shout the news. Broadcast
it. Let the world know, the whole world.
Tell them, "GOD redeemed his dear
servant Jacob!"
21 They weren't thirsty when he led
them through the deserts. He made
water pour out of the rock; he split the
rock and the water gushed.
22 "There is no peace," says GOD, "for
the wicked."

49 1 Listen, far-flung islands, pay
a en on, faraway people: GOD

put me to work from the day I was born.
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The moment I entered the world he
named me.
2He gave me speech that would cut
and penetrate. He kept his hand on me
to protect me. He made me his straight
arrow and hid me in his quiver.
3He said to me, "You're my dear
servant, Israel, through whom I'll shine."
4 But I said, "I've worked for nothing.
I've nothing to show for a life of hard
work. Nevertheless, I'll let GOD have
the last word. I'll let him pronounce his
verdict."
5 "And now," GOD says, this God who
took me in hand from the moment of
birth to be his servant, To bring Jacob
back home to him, to set a reunion for
Israel--What an honor for me in GOD's
eyes! That God should be my strength!
6He says, "But that's not a big enough
job for my servant--just to recover the
tribes of Jacob, merely to round up the
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strays of Israel. I'm se ng you up as a
light for the na ons so that my salva on
becomes global!"
7GOD, Redeemer of Israel, The Holy of
Israel, says to the despised one, kicked
around by the na ons, slave labor to the
ruling class: "Kings will see, get to their
feet--the princes, too--and then fall on
their faces in homage Because of GOD,
who has faithfully kept his word, The
Holy of Israel, who has chosen you."
8GOD also says: "When the me's ripe,
I answer you. When victory's due, I help
you. I form you and use you to reconnect
the people with me, To put the land in
order, to rese le families on the ruined
proper es.
9 I tell prisoners, 'Come on out. You're
free!' and those huddled in fear, 'It's
all right. It's safe now.' There'll be
foodstands along all the roads, picnics
on all the hills--
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10Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty,
shade from the sun, shelter from the
wind, For the Compassionate One guides
them, takes them to the best springs.
11 I'll make all my mountains into roads,
turn them into a superhighway.
12 Look: These coming from far
countries, and those, out of the north,
These streaming in from the west, and
those from all the way down the Nile!"
13Heavens, raise the roof! Earth, wake
the dead! Mountains, send up cheers!
GOD has comforted his people. He
has tenderly nursed his beaten-up,
beaten-down people.
14 But Zion said, "I don't get it. GOD has
le me. My Master has forgo en I even
exist."
15 "Can a mother forget the infant at
her breast, walk away from the baby
she bore? But even if mothers forget, I'd
never forget you--never.
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16 Look, I've wri en your names on
the backs of my hands. The walls you're
rebuilding are never out of my sight.
17 Your builders are faster than your
wreckers. The demoli on crews are gone
for good.
18 Look up, look around, look well!
See them all gathering, coming to you?
As sure as I am the living God"--GOD's
Decree--"you're going to put them on
like so much jewelry, you're going to use
them to dress up like a bride.
19 "And your ruined land? Your
devastated, decimated land? Filled with
more people than you know what to do
with! And your barbarian enemies, a
fading memory.
20 The children born in your exile will be
saying, 'It's ge ng too crowded here. I
need more room.'
21And you'll say to yourself, 'Where on
earth did these children come from? I
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lost everything, had nothing, was exiled
and penniless. So who reared these
children? How did these children get
here?'"
22 TheMaster, GOD, says: "Look! I signal
to the na ons, I raise my flag to summon
the people. Here they'll come: women
carrying your li le boys in their arms,
men carrying your li le girls on their
shoulders.
23 Kings will be your babysi ers,
princesses will be your nursemaids.
They'll offer to do all your drudge
work--scrub your floors, do your laundry.
You'll know then that I am GOD. No one
who hopes in me ever regrets it."
24 Can plunder be retrieved from a
giant, prisoners of war go en back from
a tyrant?
25 But GOD says, "Even if a giant grips
the plunder and a tyrant holds my
people prisoner, I'm the one who's
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on your side, defending your cause,
rescuing your children.
26And your enemies, crazed and
desperate, will turn on themselves,
killing each other in a frenzy of self-
destruc on. Then everyone will know
that I, GOD, have saved you--I, the
Mighty One of Jacob."

50 1GOD says: "Can you produce
your mother's divorce papers

proving I got rid of her? Can you produce
a receipt proving I sold you? Of course
you can't. It's your sins that put you
here, your wrongs that got you shipped
out.
2 So why didn't anyone come when I
knocked? Why didn't anyone answer
when I called? Do you think I've forgo en
how to help? Am I so decrepit that I can't
deliver? I'm as powerful as ever, and can
reverse what I once did: I can dry up the
sea with a word, turn river water into
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desert sand, And leave the fish s nking
in the sun, stranded on dry land...
3 Turn all the lights out in the sky and
pull down the curtain."
4 The Master, GOD, has given me a
well-taught tongue, So I know how to
encourage red people. He wakes me up
in the morning, Wakes me up, opens my
ears to listen as one ready to take orders.
5 The Master, GOD, opened my ears,
and I didn't go back to sleep, didn't pull
the covers back over my head.
6 I followed orders, stood there and
took it while they beat me, held steady
while they pulled out my beard, Didn't
dodge their insults, faced them as they
spit in my face.
7And theMaster, GOD, stays right there
and helps me, so I'm not disgraced.
Therefore I set my face like flint,
confident that I'll never regret this.
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8My champion is right here. Let's take
our stand together! Who dares bring suit
against me? Let him try!
9 Look! the Master, GOD, is right here.
Whowould dare call me guilty? Look!My
accusers are a clothes bin of threadbare
socks and shirts, fodder for moths!
10Who out there fears GOD, actually
listens to the voice of his servant? For
anyone out there who doesn't know
where you're going, anyone groping in
the dark, Here's what: Trust in GOD.
[Lean] on your God!
11 But if all you're a er is making
trouble, playing with fire, Go ahead and
see where it gets you. Set your fires, s r
people up, blow on the flames, But don't
expect me to just stand there and watch.
I'll hold your feet to those flames.

51 1 "Listen to me, all you who are
serious about right living and

commi ed to seeking GOD. Ponder
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the rock from which you were cut, the
quarry from which you were dug.
2 Yes, ponder Abraham, your father, and
Sarah, who bore you. Think of it! One
solitary man when I called him, but once
I blessed him, he mul plied.
3 Likewise I, GOD, will comfort Zion,
comfort all her mounds of ruins. I'll
transform her dead ground into Eden,
her moonscape into the garden of GOD,
A place filled with exuberance and
laughter, thankful voices and melodic
songs.
4 "Pay a en on, my people. Listen to
me, na ons. Revela on flows from me.
My decisions light up the world.
5My deliverance arrives on the run, my
salva on right on me. I'll bring jus ce
to the peoples. Even faraway islands will
look to me and take hope in my saving
power.
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6 Look up at the skies, ponder the
earth under your feet. The skies will
fade out like smoke, the earth will wear
out like work pants, and the people will
die off like flies. But my salva on will
last forever, my se ng-things-right will
never be obsolete.
7 "Listen now, you who know right from
wrong, you who hold my teaching inside
you: Pay no a en on to insults, and
when mocked don't let it get you down.
8 Those insults and mockeries are
moth-eaten, from brains that are
termite-ridden, But my se ng-things-
right lasts, my salva on goes on and on
and on."
9Wake up, wake up, flex your muscles,
GOD! Wake up as in the old days, in
the long ago. Didn't you once make
mincemeat of Rahab, dispatch the old
chaos-dragon?
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10And didn't you once dry up the sea,
the powerful waters of the deep, And
then made the bo om of the ocean a
road for the redeemed to walk across?
11 In the same way GOD's ransomed will
come back, come back to Zion cheering,
shou ng, Joy eternal wreathing their
heads, exuberant ecstasies transpor ng
them--and not a sign of moans or groans.
12 "I, I'm the One comfor ng you. What
are you afraid of--or who? Some man or
woman who'll soon be dead? Some poor
wretch des ned for dust?
13 You've forgo en me, GOD, who
made you, who unfurled the skies,
who founded the earth. And here you
are, quaking like an aspen before the
tantrums of a tyrant who thinks he can
kick down the world. But what will come
of the tantrums?
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14 The vic ms will be released before
you know it. They're not going to die.
They're not even going to go hungry.
15 For I am GOD, your very own God,
who s rs up the sea and whips up
the waves, named GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies.
16 I teach you how to talk, word by
word, and personally watch over you,
Even while I'm unfurling the skies,
se ng earth on solid founda ons, and
gree ng Zion: 'Welcome, my people!'"
17 So wake up! Rub the sleep from your
eyes! Up on your feet, Jerusalem! You've
drunk the cup GOD handed you, the
strong drink of his anger. You drank it
down to the last drop, staggered and
collapsed, dead-drunk.
18And nobody to help you home, no
one among your friends or children to
take you by the hand and put you in bed.
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19 You've been hit with a double dose of
trouble--does anyone care? Assault and
ba ery, hunger and death--will anyone
comfort?
20 Your sons and daughters have passed
out, strewn in the streets like stunned
rabbits, Sleeping off the strong drink of
GOD's anger, the rage of your God.
21 Therefore listen, please, you with
your spli ng headaches, You who are
nursing the hangovers that didn't come
from drinking wine.
22 Your Master, your GOD, has
something to say, your God has taken up
his people's case: "Look, I've taken back
the drink that sent you reeling. No more
drinking from that jug of my anger!
23 I've passed it over to your abusers to
drink, those who ordered you, 'Down on
the ground so we can walk all over you!'
And you had to do it. Flat on the ground,
you were the dirt under their feet."
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52 1Wake up, wake up! Pull on your
boots, Zion! Dress up in your

Sunday best, Jerusalem, holy city! Those
who want no part of God have been
culled out. They won't be coming along.
2 Brush off the dust and get to your
feet, cap ve Jerusalem! Throw off your
chains, cap ve daughter of Zion!
3GOD says, "You were sold for nothing.
You're being bought back for nothing."
4Again, the Master, GOD, says, "Early
on, my people went to Egypt and lived,
strangers in the land. At the other end,
Assyria oppressed them.
5And now, what have I here?" GOD's
Decree. "My people are hauled off
again for no reason at all. Tyrants on
the warpath, whooping it up, and day
a er day, incessantly, my reputa on
blackened.
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6Now it's me that my people know
who I am, what I'm made of--yes, that I
have something to say. Here I am!"
7How beau ful on the mountains are
the feet of the messenger bringing good
news, Breaking the news that all's well,
proclaiming good mes, announcing
salva on, telling Zion, "Your God reigns!"
8Voices! Listen! Your scouts are
shou ng, thunderclap shouts, shou ng
in joyful unison. They see with their own
eyes GOD coming back to Zion.
9 Break into song! Boom it out, ruins
of Jerusalem: "GOD has comforted his
people! He's redeemed Jerusalem!"
10GOD has rolled up his sleeves. All the
na ons can see his holy, muscled arm.
Everyone, from one end of the earth to
the other, sees him at work, doing his
salva on work.
11Out of here! Out of here! Leave
this place! Don't look back. Don't
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contaminate yourselves with plunder.
Just leave, but leave clean. Purify
yourselves in the process of worship,
carrying the holy vessels of GOD.
12 But you don't have to be in a hurry.
You're not running from anybody! GOD
is leading you out of here, and the God
of Israel is also your rear guard.
13 "Just watch my servant blossom!
Exalted, tall, head and shoulders above
the crowd!
14 But he didn't begin that way. At first
everyone was appalled. He didn't even
look human--a ruined face, disfigured
past recogni on.
15Na ons all over the world will be in
awe, taken aback, kings shocked into
silence when they see him. For what was
unheard of they'll see with their own
eyes,

53 1Who believes what we've heard
and seen? Who would have
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thought GOD's saving power would look
like this?
2 The servant grew up before God--a
scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in
a parched field. There was nothing
a rac ve about him, nothing to cause
us to take a second look.
3He was looked down on and passed
over, a man who suffered, who knew
pain firsthand. One look at him and
people turned away. We looked down
on him, thought he was scum.
4 But the fact is, it was our pains he
carried--[our] disfigurements, all the
things wrong with us. We thought he
brought it on himself, that God was
punishing him for his own failures.
5 But it was our sins that did that to
him, that ripped and tore and crushed
him--our sins! He took the punishment,
and that made us whole. Through his
bruises we get healed.
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6We're all like sheep who've wandered
off and go en lost. We've all done our
own thing, gone our own way. And GOD
has piled all our sins, everything we've
done wrong, on him, on him.
7He was beaten, he was tortured, but
he didn't say a word. Like a lamb taken
to be slaughtered and like a sheep being
sheared, he took it all in silence.
8 Jus ce miscarried, and he was led
off--and did anyone really know what
was happening? He died without a
thought for his own welfare, beaten
bloody for the sins of my people.
9 They buried him with the wicked,
threw him in a grave with a rich man,
Even though he'd never hurt a soul or
said one word that wasn't true.
10 S ll, it's what GOD had in mind all
along, to crush him with pain. The plan
was that he give himself as an offering
for sin so that he'd see life come from
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it--life, life, and more life. And GOD's
plan will deeply prosper through him.
11Out of that terrible travail of soul,
he'll see that it's worth it and be glad
he did it. Through what he experienced,
my righteous one, my servant, will make
many "righteous ones," as he himself
carries the burden of their sins.
12 Therefore I'll reward him
extravagantly--the best of everything,
the highest honors--Because he looked
death in the face and didn't flinch,
because he embraced the company of
the lowest. He took on his own shoulders
the sin of the many, he took up the
cause of all the black sheep.

54 1 "Sing, barren woman, who has
never had a baby. Fill the air with

song, you who've never experienced
childbirth! You're ending up with far
more children than all those childbearing
women." GOD says so!
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2 "Clear lots of ground for your tents!
Make your tents large. Spread out! Think
big! Use plenty of rope, drive the tent
pegs deep.
3 You're going to need lots of elbow
room for your growing family. You're
going to take over whole na ons; you're
going to rese le abandoned ci es.
4Don't be afraid--you're not going to
be embarrassed. Don't hold back--you're
not going to come up short. You'll forget
all about the humilia ons of your youth,
and the indigni es of being a widow will
fade from memory.
5 For your Maker is your bridegroom,
his name, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!
Your Redeemer is The Holy of Israel,
known as God of the whole earth.
6 You were like an abandoned wife,
devastated with grief, and GOD
welcomed you back, Like a woman
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married young and then le ," says your
God.
7 Your Redeemer GOD says: "I le
you, but only for a moment. Now, with
enormous compassion, I'm bringing you
back.
8 In an outburst of anger I turned my
back on you--but only for a moment. It's
with las ng love that I'm tenderly caring
for you.
9 "This exile is just like the days of Noah
for me: I promised then that the waters
of Noah would never again flood the
earth. I'm promising now no more anger,
no more dressing you down.
10 For even if the mountains walk away
and the hills fall to pieces, My love
won't walk away from you, my covenant
commitment of peace won't fall apart."
The GOD who has compassion on you
says so.
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11 "Afflicted city, storm-ba ered,
unpi ed: I'm about to rebuild you
with stones of turquoise, Lay your
founda ons with sapphires,
12 construct your towers with rubies,
Your gates with jewels, and all your walls
with precious stones.
13All your children will have GOD for
their teacher--what a mentor for your
children!
14 You'll be built solid, grounded in
righteousness, far from any trouble--
nothing to fear! far from terror--it won't
even come close!
15 If anyone a acks you, don't for a
moment suppose that I sent them, And
if any should a ack, nothing will come of
it.
16 I create the blacksmith who fires up
his forge and makes a weapon designed
to kill. I also create the destroyer--
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17 but no weapon that can hurt you has
ever been forged. Any accuser who takes
you to court will be dismissed as a liar.
This is what GOD's servants can expect.
I'll see to it that everything works out for
the best." GOD's Decree.

55 1 "Hey there! All who are thirsty,
come to the water! Are you

penniless? Come anyway--buy and eat!
Come, buy your drinks, buy wine and
milk. Buy without money--everything's
free!
2Why do you spend your money on
junk food, your hard-earned cash on
co on candy? Listen to me, listen well:
Eat only the best, fill yourself with only
the finest.
3 Pay a en on, come close now, listen
carefully to my life-giving, life-nourishing
words. I'm making a las ng covenant
commitment with you, the same that I
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made with David: sure, solid, enduring
love.
4 I set him up as a witness to the
na ons, made him a prince and leader
of the na ons,
5And now I'm doing it to you: You'll
summon na ons you've never heard of,
and na ons who've never heard of you
will come running to you Because of me,
your GOD, because The Holy of Israel
has honored you."
6 Seek GOD while he's here to be found,
pray to him while he's close at hand.
7 Let the wicked abandon their way of
life and the evil their way of thinking.
Let them come back to GOD, who is
merciful, come back to our God, who is
lavish with forgiveness.
8 "I don't think the way you think. The
way you work isn't the way I work."
GOD's Decree.
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9 "For as the sky soars high above earth,
so the way I work surpasses the way you
work, and the way I think is beyond the
way you think.
10 Just as rain and snow descend from
the skies and don't go back un l they've
watered the earth, Doing their work
of making things grow and blossom,
producing seed for farmers and food for
the hungry,
11 So will the words that come out of my
mouth not come back empty-handed.
They'll do the work I sent them to do,
they'll complete the assignment I gave
them.
12 "So you'll go out in joy, you'll be led
into a whole and complete life. The
mountains and hills will lead the parade,
burs ng with song. All the trees of the
forest will join the procession, exuberant
with applause.
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13No more thistles, but giant sequoias,
no more thornbushes, but stately
pines--Monuments to me, to GOD, living
and las ng evidence of GOD."

56 1GOD's Message: "Guard my
common good: Do what's

right and do it in the right way, For
salva on is just around the corner, my
se ng-things-right is about to go into
ac on.
2How blessed are you who enter into
these things, you men and women who
embrace them, Who keep Sabbath and
don't defile it, who watch your step and
don't do anything evil!
3Make sure no outsider who now
follows GOD ever has occasion to
say, 'GOD put me in second-class. I
don't really belong.' And make sure no
physically mu lated person is ever made
to think, 'I'm damaged goods. I don't
really belong.'"
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4 For GOD says: "To the mu lated who
keep my Sabbaths and choose what
delights me and keep a firm grip on my
covenant,
5 I'll provide them an honored place
in my family and within my city, even
more honored than that of sons and
daughters. I'll confer permanent honors
on them that will never be revoked.
6 "And as for the outsiders who now
follow me, working for me, loving my
name, and wan ng to be my servants--
All who keep Sabbath and don't defile it,
holding fast to my covenant--
7 I'll bring them to my holy mountain
and give them joy in my house of prayer.
They'll be welcome to worship the same
as the 'insiders,' to bring burnt offerings
and sacrifices to my altar. Oh yes, my
house of worship will be known as a
house of prayer for all people."
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8 The Decree of the Master, GOD
himself, who gathers in the exiles of
Israel: "I will gather others also, gather
them in with those already gathered."
9A call to the savage beasts: Come on
the run. Come, devour, beast barbarians!
10 For Israel's watchmen are blind,
the whole lot of them. They have no
idea what's going on. They're dogs
without sense enough to bark, lazy dogs,
dreaming in the sun--
11 But hungry dogs, they do know
how to eat, voracious dogs, with
never enough. And these are Israel's
shepherds! They know nothing,
understand nothing. They all look a er
themselves, grabbing whatever's not
nailed down.
12 "Come," they say, "let's have a
party. Let's go out and get drunk!" And
tomorrow, more of the same: "Let's live
it up!"
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57 1Meanwhile, right-living people
die and no one gives them

a thought. God-fearing people are
carted off and no one even no ces.
The right-living people are out of their
misery, they're finally at rest.
2 They lived well and with dignity and
now they're finally at peace.
3 "But you, children of a witch, come
here! Sons of a slut, daughters of a
whore.
4What business do you have taun ng,
sneering, and s cking out your tongue?
Do you have any idea what wretches
you've turned out to be? A race of
rebels, a genera on of liars.
5 You sa sfy your lust any place you
find some shade and fornicate at whim.
You kill your children at any convenient
spot--any cave or crevasse will do.
6 You take stones from the creek and
set up your sex-and-religion shrines.
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You've chosen your fate. Your worship
will be your doom.
7 You've climbed a high mountain to
prac ce your foul sex-and-death religion.
8 Behind closed doors you assemble
your precious gods and goddesses.
Deser ng me, you've gone all out,
stripped down and made your bed your
place of worship. You've climbed into
bed with the 'sacred' whores and loved
every minute of it, adoring every curve
of their naked bodies.
9 You anoint your king-god with
ointments and lavish perfumes on
yourselves. You send scouts to search
out the latest in religion, send them all
the way to hell and back.
10 You wear yourselves out trying the
new and the different, and never see
what a waste it all is. You've always
found strength for the latest fad, never
got red of trying new religions.
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11 "Who talked you into the pursuit of
this nonsense, leaving me high and dry,
forge ng you ever knew me? Because I
don't yell and make a scene do you think
I don't exist?
12 I'll go over, detail by detail, all your
'righteous' a empts at religion, and
expose the absurdity of it all.
13Go ahead, cry for help to your
collec on of no-gods: A good wind will
blow them away. They're smoke, nothing
but smoke. "But anyone who runs to me
for help will inherit the land, will end up
owning my holy mountain!"
14 Someone says: "Build, build! Make a
road! Clear the way, remove the rocks
from the road my people will travel."
15A Message from the high and
towering God, who lives in Eternity,
whose name is Holy: "I live in the high
and holy places, but also with the
low-spirited, the spirit-crushed, And
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what I do is put new spirit in them, get
them up and on their feet again.
16 For I'm not going to haul people
into court endlessly, I'm not going to be
angry forever. Otherwise, people would
lose heart. These souls I created would
re out and give up.
17 I was angry, good and angry, because
of Israel's sins. I struck him hard and
turned away in anger, while he kept at
his stubborn, willful ways.
18When I looked again and saw what
he was doing, I decided to heal him, lead
him, and comfort him, crea ng a new
language of praise for the mourners.
19 Peace to the far-off, peace to the
near-at-hand," says GOD--"and yes, I will
heal them.
20 But the wicked are storm-ba ered
seas that can't quiet down. The waves
s r up garbage and mud.
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21 There's no peace," God says, "for the
wicked.

58 1 "Shout! A full-throated shout!
Hold nothing back--a trumpet-

blast shout! Tell my people what's wrong
with their lives, face my family Jacob
with their sins!
2 They're busy, busy, busy at worship,
and love studying all about me. To
all appearances they're a na on of
right-living people--law-abiding, God-
honoring. They ask me, 'What's the right
thing to do?' and love having me on their
side.
3 But they also complain, 'Why do we
fast and you don't look our way? Why do
we humble ourselves and you don't even
no ce?' "Well, here's why: "The bo om
line on your 'fast days' is profit. You drive
your employees much too hard.
4 You fast, but at the same me you
bicker and fight. You fast, but you swing
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a mean fist. The kind of fas ng you do
won't get your prayers off the ground.
5Do you think this is the kind of fast
day I'm a er: a day to show off humility?
To put on a pious long face and parade
around solemnly in black? Do you call
that fas ng, a fast day that I, GOD, would
like?
6 "This is the kind of fast day I'm a er:
to break the chains of injus ce, get rid of
exploita on in the workplace, free the
oppressed, cancel debts.
7What I'm interested in seeing you do
is: sharing your food with the hungry,
invi ng the homeless poor into your
homes, pu ng clothes on the shivering
ill-clad, being available to your own
families.
8Do this and the lights will turn on, and
your lives will turn around at once. Your
righteousness will pave your way. The
GOD of glory will secure your passage.
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9 Then when you pray, GOD will answer.
You'll call out for help and I'll say, 'Here
I am.' "If you get rid of unfair prac ces,
quit blaming vic ms, quit gossiping
about other people's sins,
10 If you are generous with the hungry
and start giving yourselves to the
down-and-out, Your lives will begin to
glow in the darkness, your shadowed
lives will be bathed in sunlight.
11 I will always show you where to go.
I'll give you a full life in the emp est
of places--firm muscles, strong bones.
You'll be like a well-watered garden, a
gurgling spring that never runs dry.
12 You'll use the old rubble of past lives
to build anew, rebuild the founda ons
from out of your past. You'll be known as
those who can fix anything, restore old
ruins, rebuild and renovate, make the
community livable again.
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13 "If you watch your step on the
Sabbath and don't use my holy day for
personal advantage, If you treat the
Sabbath as a day of joy, GOD's holy
day as a celebra on, If you honor it
by refusing 'business as usual,' making
money, running here and there--
14 Then you'll be free to enjoy GOD! Oh,
I'll make you ride high and soar above it
all. I'll make you feast on the inheritance
of your ancestor Jacob." Yes! GOD says
so!

59 1 Look! Listen! GOD's arm is not
amputated--he can s ll save.

GOD's ears are not stopped up--he can
s ll hear.
2 There's nothing wrong with God; the
wrong is in you. Your wrongheaded lives
caused the split between you and God.
Your sins got between you so that he
doesn't hear.
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3 Your hands are drenched in blood,
your fingers dripping with guilt, Your lips
smeared with lies, your tongue swollen
from mu ering obsceni es.
4No one speaks up for the right, no one
deals fairly. They trust in illusion, they
tell lies, they get pregnant with mischief
and have sin-babies.
5 They hatch snake eggs and weave
spider webs. Eat an egg and die; break
an egg and get a snake!
6 The spider webs are no good for
shirts or shawls. No one can wear these
weavings! They weave wickedness, they
hatch violence.
7 They compete in the race to do evil
and run to be the first to murder. They
plan and plot evil, think and breathe evil,
and leave a trail of wrecked lives behind
them.
8 They know nothing about peace and
less than nothing about jus ce. They
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make tortuously twisted roads. No peace
for the wretch who walks down those
roads!
9Which means that we're a far cry from
fair dealing, and we're not even close
to right living. We long for light but sink
into darkness, long for brightness but
stumble through the night.
10 Like the blind, we inch along a wall,
groping eyeless in the dark. We shuffle
our way in broad daylight, like the dead,
but somehow walking.
11We're no be er off than bears,
groaning, and no worse off than doves,
moaning. We look for jus ce--not a sign
of it; for salva on--not so much as a hint.
12Our wrongdoings pile up before you,
God, our sins stand up and accuse us.
Our wrongdoings stare us down; we
know in detail what we've done:
13Mocking and denying GOD, not
following our God, Spreading false
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rumors, inci ng sedi on, pregnant with
lies, mu ering malice.
14 Jus ce is beaten back, Righteousness
is banished to the sidelines, Truth
staggers down the street, Honesty is
nowhere to be found,
15Good is missing in ac on. Anyone
renouncing evil is beaten and robbed.
GOD looked and saw evil looming on
the horizon--so much evil and no sign of
Jus ce.
16He couldn't believe what he saw:
not a soul around to correct this awful
situa on. So he did it himself, took on
the work of Salva on, fueled by his own
Righteousness.
17He dressed in Righteousness, put it
on like a suit of armor, with Salva on on
his head like a helmet, Put on Judgment
like an overcoat, and threw a cloak of
Passion across his shoulders.
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18He'll make everyone pay for what
they've done: fury for his foes, just
deserts for his enemies. Even the far-off
islands will get paid off in full.
19 In the west they'll fear the name of
GOD, in the east they'll fear the glory of
GOD, For he'll arrive like a river in flood
stage, whipped to a torrent by the wind
of GOD.
20 "I'll arrive in Zion as Redeemer, to
those in Jacob who leave their sins."
GOD's Decree.
21 "As for me," GOD says, "this is my
covenant with them: My Spirit that I've
placed upon you and the words that I've
given you to speak, they're not going to
leave your mouths nor the mouths of
your children nor the mouths of your
grandchildren. You will keep repea ng
these words and won't ever stop." GOD's
orders.
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60 1 "Get out of bed, Jerusalem!
Wake up. Put your face in the

sunlight. GOD's bright glory has risen for
you.
2 The whole earth is wrapped in
darkness, all people sunk in deep
darkness, But GOD rises on you, his
sunrise glory breaks over you.
3Na ons will come to your light, kings
to your sunburst brightness.
4 Look up! Look around! Watch as they
gather, watch as they approach you:
Your sons coming from great distances,
your daughters carried by their nannies.
5When you see them coming you'll
smile--big smiles! Your heart will
swell and, yes, burst! All those people
returning by sea for the reunion, a rich
harvest of exiles gathered in from the
na ons!
6And then streams of camel caravans
as far as the eye can see, young camels
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of nomads in Midian and Ephah, Pouring
in from the south from Sheba, loaded
with gold and frankincense, preaching
the praises of GOD.
7And yes, a great roundup of flocks
from the nomads in Kedar and Nebaioth,
Welcome gi s for worship at my altar as
I bathe my glorious Temple in splendor.
8 "What's that we see in the distance,
a cloud on the horizon, like doves
darkening the sky?
9 It's ships from the distant islands,
the famous Tarshish ships Returning
your children from faraway places,
loaded with riches, with silver and gold,
And backed by the name of your GOD,
The Holy of Israel, showering you with
splendor.
10 Foreigners will rebuild your walls,
and their kings assist you in the conduct
of worship. When I was angry I hit you
hard. It's my desire now to be tender.
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11 Your Jerusalem gates will always
be open--open house day and night!--
Receiving deliveries of wealth from all
na ons, and their kings, the delivery
boys!
12Any na on or kingdom that doesn't
deliver will perish; those na ons will be
totally wasted.
13 The rich woods of Lebanon will be
delivered--all that cypress and oak and
pine--To give a splendid elegance to
my Sanctuary, as I make my footstool
glorious.
14 The descendants of your oppressor
will come bowing and scraping to you.
All who looked down at you in contempt
will lick your boots. They'll confer a tle
on you: City of GOD, Zion of The Holy of
Israel.
15Not long ago you were despised
refuse--out-of-the-way, unvisited,
ignored. But now I've put you on your
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feet, towering and grand forever, a joy to
look at!
16When you suck the milk of na ons
and the breasts of royalty, You'll know
that I, GOD, am your Savior, your
Redeemer, Champion of Jacob.
17 I'll give you only the best--no more
hand-me-downs! Gold instead of bronze,
silver instead of iron, bronze instead
of wood, iron instead of stones. I'll
install Peace to run your country, make
Righteousness your boss.
18 There'll be no more stories of crime
in your land, no more robberies, no
more vandalism. You'll name your main
street Salva on Way, and install Praise
Park at the center of town.
19 You'll have no more need of the sun
by day nor the brightness of the moon
at night. GOD will be your eternal light,
your God will bathe you in splendor.
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20 Your sun will never go down, your
moon will never fade. I will be your
eternal light. Your days of grieving are
over.
21All your people will live right and
well, in permanent possession of the
land. They're the green shoot that I
planted, planted with my own hands to
display my glory.
22 The runt will become a great tribe,
the weakling become a strong na on.
I am GOD. At the right me I'll make it
happen."

61 1 The Spirit of GOD, the Master,
is on me because GOD anointed

me. He sent me to preach good news
to the poor, heal the heartbroken,
Announce freedom to all cap ves,
pardon all prisoners.
2GOD sent me to announce the year
of his grace--a celebra on of God's
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destruc on of our enemies--and to
comfort all who mourn,
3 To care for the needs of all who
mourn in Zion, give them bouquets of
roses instead of ashes, Messages of joy
instead of news of doom, a praising
heart instead of a languid spirit. Rename
them "Oaks of Righteousness" planted
by GOD to display his glory.
4 They'll rebuild the old ruins, raise a
new city out of the wreckage. They'll
start over on the ruined ci es, take the
rubble le behind and make it new.
5 You'll hire outsiders to herd your
flocks and foreigners to work your fields,
6 But you'll have the tle "Priests of
GOD," honored as ministers of our God.
You'll feast on the bounty of na ons,
you'll bask in their glory.
7 Because you got a double dose of
trouble and more than your share of
contempt, Your inheritance in the land
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will be doubled and your joy go on
forever.
8 "Because I, GOD, love fair dealing and
hate thievery and crime, I'll pay your
wages on me and in full, and establish
my eternal covenant with you.
9 Your descendants will become
well-known all over. Your children in
foreign countries Will be recognized at
once as the people I have blessed."
10 I will sing for joy in GOD, explode in
praise from deep in my soul! He dressed
me up in a suit of salva on, he ou i ed
me in a robe of righteousness, As a
bridegroom who puts on a tuxedo and a
bride a jeweled ara.
11 For as the earth bursts with spring
wildflowers, and as a garden cascades
with blossoms, So the Master, GOD,
brings righteousness into full bloom
and puts praise on display before the
na ons.
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62 1 Regarding Zion, I can't keep my
mouth shut, regarding Jerusalem,

I can't hold my tongue, Un l her
righteousness blazes down like the sun
and her salva on flames up like a torch.
2 Foreign countries will see your
righteousness, and world leaders your
glory. You'll get a brand-new name
straight from the mouth of GOD.
3 You'll be a stunning crown in the palm
of GOD's hand, a jeweled gold cup held
high in the hand of your God.
4Nomore will anyone call you Rejected,
and your country will no more be called
Ruined. You'll be called Hephzibah (My
Delight), and your land Beulah (Married),
Because GOD delights in you and your
land will be like a wedding celebra on.
5 For as a young man marries his virgin
bride, so your builder marries you, And
as a bridegroom is happy in his bride, so
your God is happy with you.
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6 I've posted watchmen on your walls,
Jerusalem. Day and night they keep at it,
praying, calling out, reminding GOD to
remember.
7 They are to give him no peace un l
he does what he said, un l he makes
Jerusalem famous as the City of Praise.
8GOD has taken a solemn oath, an oath
he means to keep: "Never again will
I open your grain-filled barns to your
enemies to loot and eat. Never again
will foreigners drink the wine that you
worked so hard to produce.
9No. The farmers who grow the food
will eat the food and praise GOD for it.
And those who make the wine will drink
the wine in my holy courtyards."
10Walk out of the gates. Get going! Get
the road ready for the people. Build the
highway. Get at it! Clear the debris, hoist
high a flag, a signal to all peoples!
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11 Yes! GOD has broadcast to all the
world: "Tell daughter Zion, 'Look! Your
Savior comes, Ready to do what he said
he'd do, prepared to complete what he
promised.'"
12 Zion will be called new names: Holy
People, GOD-Redeemed, Sought-Out,
City-Not-Forsaken.

63 1 The watchmen call out, "Who
goes there, marching out of

Edom, out of Bozrah in clothes dyed red?
Name yourself, so splendidly dressed,
advancing, bristling with power!" "It is I:
I speak what is right, I, mighty to save!"
2 "And why are your robes so red, your
clothes dyed red like those who tread
grapes?"
3 "I've been treading the winepress
alone. No one was there to help me.
Angrily, I stomped the grapes; raging,
I trampled the people. Their blood
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spurted all over me--all my clothes were
soaked with blood.
4 I was set on vengeance. The me for
redemp on had arrived.
5 I looked around for someone to
help--no one. I couldn't believe it--not
one volunteer. So I went ahead and did
it myself, fed and fueled by my rage.
6 I trampled the people in my anger,
crushed them under foot in my wrath,
soaked the earth with their lifeblood."
7 I'll make a list of GOD's gracious
dealings, all the things GOD has done
that need praising, All the generous
boun es of GOD, his great goodness
to the family of Israel--Compassion
lavished, love extravagant.
8He said, "Without ques on these are
my people, children who would never
betray me." So he became their Savior.
9 In all their troubles, he was troubled,
too. He didn't send someone else to help
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them. He did it himself, in person. Out
of his own love and pity he redeemed
them. He rescued them and carried
them along for a long, long me.
10 But they turned on him; they grieved
his Holy Spirit. So he turned on them,
became their enemy and fought them.
11 Then they remembered the old
days, the days of Moses, God's servant:
"Where is he who brought the shepherds
of his flock up and out of the sea? And
what happened to the One who set his
Holy Spirit within them?
12Who linked his arm with Moses' right
arm, divided the waters before them,
Making him famous ever a er,
13 and led them through the muddy
abyss as surefooted as horses on hard,
level ground?
14 Like a herd of ca le led to pasture,
the Spirit of GOD gave them rest."
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[That's] how you led your people!
[That's] how you became so famous!
15 Look down from heaven, look at
us! Look out the window of your holy
and magnificent house! Whatever
happened to your passion, your famous
mighty acts, Your hear elt pity, your
compassion? Why are you holding back?
16 You are our Father. Abraham and
Israel are long dead. They wouldn't know
us from Adam. But you're our [living]
Father, our Redeemer, famous from
eternity!
17Why, GOD, did you make us wander
from your ways? Why did you make us
cold and stubborn so that we no longer
worshiped you in awe? Turn back for the
sake of your servants. You own us! We
belong to you!
18 For a while your holy people had
it good, but now our enemies have
wrecked your holy place.
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19 For a long me now, you've paid no
a en on to us. It's like you never knew
us.

64 1Oh, that you would rip open the
heavens and descend, make the

mountains shudder at your presence--
2As when a forest catches fire, as when
fire makes a pot to boil--
3 To shock your enemies into facing
you, make the na ons shake in their
boots! You did terrible things we never
expected, descended and made the
mountains shudder at your presence.
4 Since before me began no one has
ever imagined, No ear heard, no eye
seen, a God like you who works for those
who wait for him.
5 You meet those who happily do what
is right, who keep a good memory of
the way you work. But how angry you've
been with us! We've sinned and kept at
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it so long! Is there any hope for us? Can
we be saved?
6We're all sin-infected, sin-
contaminated. Our best efforts are
grease-stained rags. We dry up like
autumn leaves--sin-dried, we're blown
off by the wind.
7No one prays to you or makes the
effort to reach out to you Because you've
turned away from us, le us to stew in
our sins.
8 S ll, GOD, you are our Father. We're
the clay and you're our po er: All of us
are what you made us.
9Don't be too angry with us, O GOD.
Don't keep a permanent account of
wrongdoing. Keep in mind, please, we
are your people--all of us.
10 Your holy ci es are all ghost towns:
Zion's a ghost town, Jerusalem's a field
of weeds.
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11Our holy and beau ful Temple, which
our ancestors filled with your praises,
Was burned down by fire, all our lovely
parks and gardens in ruins.
12 In the face of all this, are you going
to sit there unmoved, GOD? Aren't you
going to say something? Haven't you
made us miserable long enough?

65 1 "I've made myself available
to those who haven't bothered

to ask. I'm here, ready to be found by
those who haven't bothered to look. I
kept saying 'I'm here, I'm right here' to a
na on that ignored me.
2 I reached out day a er day to a people
who turned their backs on me, People
who make wrong turns, who insist on
doing things their own way.
3 They get on my nerves, are rude to my
face day a er day, Make up their own
kitchen religion, a potluck religious stew.



ISAIAH 65 251
4 They spend the night in tombs to get
messages from the dead, Eat forbidden
foods and drink a witch's brew of po ons
and charms.
5 They say, 'Keep your distance. Don't
touch me. I'm holier than thou.' These
people gag me. I can't stand their stench.
6 Look at this! Their sins are all wri en
out--I have the list before me. I'm not
pu ng up with this any longer. I'll pay
them the wages
7 They have coming for their sins. And
for the sins of their parents lumped in, a
bonus." GOD says so. "Because they've
prac ced their blasphemous worship,
mocking me at their hillside shrines,
I'll let loose the consequences and pay
them in full for their ac ons."
8GOD's Message: "But just as one bad
apple doesn't ruin the whole bushel,
there are s ll plenty of good apples le .
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So I'll preserve those in Israel who obey
me. I won't destroy the whole na on.
9 I'll bring out my true children from
Jacob and the heirs of my mountains
from Judah. My chosen will inherit the
land, my servants will move in.
10 The lush valley of Sharon in the west
will be a pasture for flocks, And in the
east, the valley of Achor, a place for
herds to graze. These will be for the
people who bothered to reach out to
me, who wanted me in their lives, who
actually bothered to look for me.
11 "But you who abandon me, your
GOD, who forget the holy mountains,
Who hold dinners for Lady Luck and
throw cocktail par es for Sir Fate,
12Well, you asked for it. Fate it will be:
your des ny, Death. For when I invited
you, you ignored me; when I spoke to
you, you brushed me off. You did the
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very things I exposed as evil; you chose
what I hate."
13 Therefore, this is the Message from
the Master, GOD: "My servants will eat,
and you'll go hungry; My servants will
drink, and you'll go thirsty; My servants
will rejoice, and you'll hang your heads.
14My servants will laugh from full
hearts, and you'll cry out heartbroken,
yes, wail from crushed spirits.
15 Your legacy to my chosen will be your
name reduced to a cussword. I, GOD, will
put you to death and give a new name
to my servants.
16 Then whoever prays a blessing in the
land will use my faithful name for the
blessing, And whoever takes an oath in
the land will use my faithful name for
the oath, Because the earlier troubles
are gone and forgo en, banished far
from my sight.
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17 "Pay close a en on now: I'm crea ng
new heavens and a new earth. All the
earlier troubles, chaos, and pain are
things of the past, to be forgo en.
18 Look ahead with joy. An cipate what
I'm crea ng: I'll create Jerusalem as
sheer joy, create my people as pure
delight.
19 I'll take joy in Jerusalem, take delight
in my people: No more sounds of
weeping in the city, no cries of anguish;
20No more babies dying in the cradle,
or old people who don't enjoy a full
life me; One-hundredth birthdays will
be considered normal--anything less will
seem like a cheat.
21 They'll build houses and move in.
They'll plant fields and eat what they
grow.
22No more building a house that some
outsider takes over, No more plan ng
fields that some enemy confiscates, For



ISAIAH 65–66 255
my people will be as long-lived as trees,
my chosen ones will have sa sfac on in
their work.
23 They won't work and have nothing
come of it, they won't have children
snatched out from under them. For
they themselves are plan ngs blessed
by GOD, with their children and
grandchildren likewise GOD-blessed.
24 Before they call out, I'll answer.
Before they've finished speaking, I'll
have heard.
25Wolf and lamb will graze the same
meadow, lion and ox eat straw from the
same trough, but snakes--they'll get a
diet of dirt! Neither animal nor human
will hurt or kill anywhere on my Holy
Mountain," says GOD.

66 1GOD's Message: "Heaven's my
throne, earth is my footstool.

What sort of house could you build for
me? What holiday spot reserve for me?
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2 I made all this! I own all this!" [GOD's]
Decree. "But there is something I'm
looking for: a person simple and plain,
reverently responsive to what I say.
3 "Your acts of worship are acts of
sin: Your sacrificial slaughter of the
ox is no different from murdering the
neighbor; Your offerings for worship, no
different from dumping pig's blood on
the altar; Your presenta on of memorial
gi s, no different from honoring a
no-god idol. You choose self-serving
worship, you delight in self-centered
worship--disgus ng!
4Well, I choose to expose your
nonsense and let you realize your worst
fears, Because when I invited you, you
ignored me; when I spoke to you, you
brushed me off. You did the very things I
exposed as evil, you chose what I hate."
5 But listen to what GOD has to say to
you who reverently respond to his Word:
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"Your own families hate you and turn
you out because of me. They taunt you,
'Let us see GOD's glory! If God's so great,
why aren't you happy?' But they're the
ones who are going to end up shamed."
6 Rumbles of thunder from the city! A
voice out of the Temple! GOD's voice,
handing out judgment to his enemies:
7 "Before she went into labor, she had
the baby. Before the birth pangs hit, she
delivered a son.
8Has anyone ever heard of such a
thing? Has anyone seen anything like
this? A country born in a day? A na on
born in a flash? But Zion was barely in
labor when she had her babies!
9Do I open the womb and not deliver
the baby? Do I, the One who delivers
babies, shut the womb?
10 "Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love
her, celebrate! And all you who have
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shed tears over her, join in the happy
singing.
11 You newborns can sa sfy yourselves
at her nurturing breasts. Yes, delight
yourselves and drink your fill at her
ample bosom."
12GOD's Message: "I'll pour robust
well-being into her like a river, the
glory of na ons like a river in flood.
You'll nurse at her breasts, nestle in her
bosom, and be bounced on her knees.
13As a mother comforts her child, so
I'll comfort you. You will be comforted in
Jerusalem."
14 You'll see all this and burst with joy-
-you'll feel ten feet tall--As it becomes
apparent that GOD is on your side and
against his enemies.
15 For GOD arrives like wildfire and
his chariots like a tornado, A furious
outburst of anger, a rebuke fierce and
fiery.
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16 For it's by fire that GOD brings
judgment, a death sentence on the
human race. Many, oh so many, are
under GOD's sentence of death:
17 "All who enter the sacred groves for
ini a on in those unholy rituals that
climaxed in that foul and obscene meal
of pigs and mice will eat together and
then die together." GOD's Decree.
18 "I know everything they've ever
done or thought. I'm going to come
and then gather everyone--all na ons,
all languages. They'll come and see my
glory.
19 I'll set up a sta on at the center. I'll
send the survivors of judgment all over
the world: Spain and Africa, Turkey and
Greece, and the far-off islands that have
never heard of me, who know nothing
of what I've done nor who I am. I'll send
them out as missionaries to preach my
glory among the na ons.
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20 They'll return with all your long-lost
brothers and sisters from all over the
world. They'll bring them back and offer
them in living worship to GOD. They'll
bring them on horses and wagons and
carts, on mules and camels, straight to
my holy mountain Jerusalem," says GOD.
"They'll present them just as Israelites
present their offerings in a ceremonial
vessel in the Temple of GOD.
21 I'll even take some of them and make
them priests and Levites," says GOD.
22 "For just as the new heavens and
new earth that I am making will stand
firm before me"--GOD's Decree--"So will
your children and your reputa on stand
firm.
23Month a er month and week by
week, everyone will come to worship
me," GOD says.
24 "And then they'll go out and look at
what happened to those who rebelled
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against me. Corpses! Maggots endlessly
ea ng away on them, an endless supply
of fuel for fires. Everyone who sees
what's happened and smells the stench
retches."



Jeremiah

1 1 The Message of Jeremiah son of
Hilkiah of the family of priests who

lived in Anathoth in the country of
Benjamin.
2GOD's Message began to come to him
during the thirteenth year that Josiah
son of Amos reigned over Judah.
3 It con nued to come to him during
the me Jehoiakim son of Josiah reigned
over Judah. And it con nued to come to
him clear down to the fi h month of the
eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah
son of Josiah over Judah, the year that
Jerusalem was taken into exile.
4 This is what GOD said:
5 "Before I shaped you in the womb, I
knew all about you. Before you saw the
light of day, I had holy plans for you: A
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prophet to the na ons--that's what I had
in mind for you."
6 But I said, "Hold it, Master GOD! Look
at me. I don't know anything. I'm only a
boy!"
7GOD told me, "Don't say, 'I'm only a
boy.' I'll tell you where to go and you'll
go there. I'll tell you what to say and
you'll say it.
8Don't be afraid of a soul. I'll be right
there, looking a er you." GOD's Decree.
9GOD reached out, touched my mouth,
and said, "Look! I've just put my words
in your mouth--hand-delivered!
10 See what I've done? I've given
you a job to do among na ons and
governments--a red-le er day! Your
job is to pull up and tear down, take
apart and demolish, And then start over,
building and plan ng."
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11GOD's Message came to me: "What
do you see, Jeremiah?" I said, "A walking
s ck--that's all."
12And GOD said, "Good eyes! I'm
s cking with you. I'll make every word I
give you come true."
13GOD's Message came again: "So
what do you see now?" I said, "I see a
boiling pot, pped down toward us."
14 Then GOD told me, "Disaster will
pour out of the north on everyone living
in this land.
15Watch for this: I'm calling all the
kings out of the north." GOD's Decree.
"They'll come and set up headquarters
facing Jerusalem's gates, Facing all the
city walls, facing all the villages of Judah.
16 I'll pronounce my judgment on the
people of Judah for walking out on
me--what a terrible thing to do!--And
cour ng other gods with their offerings,
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worshiping as gods s cks they'd carved,
stones they'd painted.
17 "But you--up on your feet and get
dressed for work! Stand up and say your
piece. Say exactly what I tell you to say.
Don't pull your punches or I'll pull you
out of the lineup.
18 "Stand at a en on while I prepare
you for your work. I'm making you as
impregnable as a castle, Immovable as
a steel post, solid as a concrete block
wall. You're a one-man defense system
against this culture, Against Judah's kings
and princes, against the priests and local
leaders.
19 They'll fight you, but they won't even
scratch you. I'll back you up every inch of
the way." GOD's Decree.

2 1GOD's Message came to me. It
went like this:

2 "Get out in the streets and call to
Jerusalem, 'GOD's Message! I remember
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your youthful loyalty, our love as
newlyweds. You stayed with me through
the wilderness years, stuck with me
through all the hard places.
3 Israel was GOD's holy choice, the pick
of the crop. Anyone who laid a hand on
her would soon wish he hadn't!'" GOD's
Decree.
4Hear GOD's Message, House of Jacob!
Yes, you--House of Israel!
5GOD's Message: "What did your
ancestors find fault with in me that they
dri ed so far from me, Took up with
Sir Windbag and turned into windbags
themselves?
6 It never occurred to them to say,
'Where's GOD, the God who got us out
of Egypt, Who took care of us through
thick and thin, those rough-and-tumble
wilderness years of parched deserts and
death valleys, A land that no one who
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enters comes out of, a cruel, inhospitable
land?'
7 "I brought you to a garden land where
you could eat lush fruit. But you barged
in and polluted my land, trashed and
defiled my dear land.
8 The priests never thought to ask,
'Where's GOD?' The religion experts
knew nothing of me. The rulers defied
me. The prophets preached god Baal
And chased empty god-dreams and silly
god-schemes.
9 "Because of all this, I'm bringing
charges against you"--GOD's Decree-
-"charging you and your children and
your grandchildren.
10 Look around. Have you ever seen
anything quite like this? Sail to the
western islands and look. Travel to the
Kedar wilderness and look. Look closely.
Has this ever happened before,
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11 That a na on has traded in its
gods for gods that aren't even close to
gods? But my people have traded my
Glory for empty god-dreams and silly
god-schemes.
12 "Stand in shock, heavens, at what
you see! Throw up your hands in
disbelief--this can't be!" GOD's Decree.
13 "My people have commi ed a
compound sin: they've walked out on
me, the fountain Of fresh flowing waters,
and then dug cisterns--cisterns that leak,
cisterns that are no be er than sieves.
14 "Isn't Israel a valued servant, born
into a family with place and posi on? So
how did she end up a piece of meat
15 fought over by snarling and roaring
lions? There's nothing le of her but a
few old bones, her towns trashed and
deserted.
16 Egyp ans from the ci es of Memphis
and Tahpanhes have broken your skulls.
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17And why do you think all this has
happened? Isn't it because you walked
out on your God just as he was beginning
to lead you in the right way?
18 "And now, what do you think you'll
get by going off to Egypt? Maybe a cool
drink of Nile River water? Or what do you
think you'll get by going off to Assyria?
Maybe a long drink of Euphrates River
water?
19 Your evil ways will get you a sound
thrashing, that's what you'll get. You'll
pay dearly for your disloyal ways. Take a
long, hard look at what you've done and
its bi er results. Was it worth it to have
walked out on your God?" GOD's Decree,
Master GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
20 "A long me ago you broke out of the
harness. You shook off all restraints. You
said, 'I will not serve!' and off you went,
Visi ng every sex-and-religion shrine on
the way, like a common whore.
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21 You were a select vine when I planted
you from completely reliable stock. And
look how you've turned out--a tangle of
rancid growth, a poor excuse for a vine.
22 Scrub, using the strongest soaps.
Scour your skin raw. The sin-grease
won't come out. I can't stand to even
look at you!" GOD's Decree, the Master's
Decree.
23 "How dare you tell me, 'I'm not
stained by sin. I've never chased a er
the Baal sex gods'! Well, look at the
tracks you've le behind in the valley.
How do you account for what is wri en
in the desert dust--Tracks of a camel in
heat, running this way and that,
24 tracks of a wild donkey in rut,
Sniffing the wind for the slightest
scent of sex. Who could possibly corral
her! On the hunt for sex, sex, and
more sex--insa able, indiscriminate,
promiscuous.
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25 "Slow down. Take a deep breath.
What's the hurry? Why wear yourself
out? Just what are you a er anyway?
But you say, 'I can't help it. I'm addicted
to alien gods. I can't quit.'
26 "Just as a thief is chagrined, but only
when caught, so the people of Israel are
chagrined, Caught along with their kings
and princes, their priests and prophets.
27 They walk up to a tree and say, 'My
father!' They pick up a stone and say,
'My mother! You bore me!' All I ever see
of them is their backsides. They never
look me in the face. But when things
go badly, they don't hesitate to come
running, calling out, 'Get a move on!
Save us!'
28Why not go to your handcra ed gods
you're so fond of? Rouse them. Let them
save you from your bad mes. You've
got more gods, Judah, than you know
what to do with.
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29 "What do you have against
me, running off to assert your
'independence'?" GOD's Decree.
30 "I've wasted my me trying to train
your children. They've paid no a en on
to me, ignored my discipline. And you've
go en rid of your God-messengers,
trea ng them like dirt and sweeping
them away.
31 "What a genera on you turned out
to be! Didn't I tell you? Didn't I warn
you? Have I let you down, Israel? Am I
nothing but a dead-end street? Why do
my people say, 'Good riddance! From
now on we're on our own'?
32 Young women don't forget their
jewelry, do they? Brides don't show up
without their veils, do they? But my
people forget me. Day a er day a er day
they never give me a thought.
33 "What an impressive start you made
to get the most out of life. You founded
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schools of sin, taught graduate courses
in evil!
34And now you're sending out
graduates, resplendent in cap and
gown--except the gowns are stained
with the blood of your vic ms! All that
blood convicts you. You cut and hurt a
lot of people to get where you are.
35And yet you have the gall to say, 'I've
done nothing wrong. God doesn't mind.
He hasn't punished me, has he?' Don't
look now, but judgment's on the way,
aimed at you who say, 'I've done nothing
wrong.'
36 "You think it's just a small thing,
don't you, to try out another sin-project
when the first one fails? But Egypt will
leave you in the lurch the same way that
Assyria did.
37 You're going to walk away from
there wringing your hands. I, GOD, have
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blacklisted those you trusted. You'll get
not a lick of help from them."

3 1GOD's Message came to me as
follows: "If a man's wife walks out

on him And marries another man, can
he take her back as if nothing had
happened? Wouldn't that raise a huge
s nk in the land? And isn't that what
you've done--'whored' your way with
god a er god? And now you want to
come back as if nothing had happened."
GOD's Decree.
2 "Look around at the hills. Where have
you [not] had sex? You've camped out
like hunters stalking deer. You've solicited
many lover-gods, Like a streetwalking
whore chasing a er other gods.
3And so the rain has stopped. No more
rain from the skies! But it doesn't even
faze you. Brazen as whores, you carry on
as if you've done nothing wrong.
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4 Then you have the nerve to call out,
'My father! You took care of me when I
was a child. Why not now?
5Are you going to keep up your anger
nonstop?' That's your line. Meanwhile
you keep sinning nonstop."
6GOD spoke to me during the reign of
King Josiah: "You have no ced, haven't
you, how fickle Israel has visited every
hill and grove of trees as a whore at
large?
7 I assumed that a er she had go en it
out of her system, she'd come back, but
she didn't. Her flighty sister, Judah, saw
what she did.
8 She also saw that because of fickle
Israel's loose morals I threw her out,
gave her her walking papers. But that
didn't faze flighty sister Judah. She went
out, big as you please, and took up a
whore's life also.
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9 She took up cheap sex-and-religion
as a sideline diversion, an indulgent
recrea on, and used anything and
anyone, flou ng sanity and sanc ty
alike, s nking up the country.
10And not once in all this did flighty
sister Judah even give me a nod,
although she made a show of it from
me to me." GOD's Decree.
11 Then GOD told me, "Fickle Israel was
a good sight be er than flighty Judah.
12Go and preach this message. Face
north toward Israel and say: "'Turn back,
fickle Israel. I'm not just hanging back
to punish you. I'm commi ed in love to
you. My anger doesn't seethe nonstop.
13 Just admit your guilt. Admit your God-
defiance. Admit to your promiscuous life
with casual partners, pulling strangers
into the sex-and-religion groves While
turning a deaf ear to me.'" GOD's
Decree.
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14 "Come back, wandering children!"
GOD's Decree. "I, yes I, am your true
husband. I'll pick you out one by
one--This one from the city, these two
from the country--and bring you to Zion.
15 I'll give you good shepherd-rulers
who rule my way, who rule you with
intelligence and wisdom.
16 "And this is what will happen: You
will increase and prosper in the land. The
me will come"--GOD's Decree!--"when

no one will say any longer, 'Oh, for the
good old days! Remember the Ark of
the Covenant?' It won't even occur to
anyone to say it--'the good old days.' The
so-called good old days of the Ark are
gone for good.
17 "Jerusalem will be the new Ark--
'GOD's Throne.' All the godless na ons,
no longer stuck in the ruts of their evil
ways, will gather there to honor GOD.
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18 "At that me, the House of Judah will
join up with the House of Israel. Holding
hands, they'll leave the north country
and come to the land I willed to your
ancestors.
19 "I planned what I'd say if you
returned to me: 'Good! I'll bring you
back into the family. I'll give you choice
land, land that the godless na ons would
die for.' And I imagined that you would
say, 'Dear father!' and would never again
go off and leave me.
20 But no luck. Like a false-hearted
woman walking out on her husband,
you, the whole family of Israel, have
proven false to me." GOD's Decree.
21 The sound of voices comes dri ing
out of the hills, the unhappy sound
of Israel's crying, Israel lamen ng the
wasted years, never once giving her God
a thought.
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22 "Come back, wandering children! I
can heal your wanderlust!" "We're here!
We've come back to you. You're our own
true GOD!
23All that popular religion was a cheap
lie, duped crowds buying up the latest in
gods. We're back! Back to our true GOD,
the salva on of Israel.
24 The Fraud picked us clean, swindled
us of what our ancestors bequeathed
us, Gypped us out of our inheritance-
-God-blessed flocks and God-given
children.
25We made our bed and now lie in
it, all tangled up in the dirty sheets
of dishonor. All because we sinned
against our GOD, we and our fathers and
mothers. From the me we took our
first steps, said our first words, we've
been rebels, disobeying the voice of our
GOD."
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4 1 "If you want to come back, O Israel,
you must really come back to me.

You must get rid of your s nking sin
paraphernalia and not wander away
from me anymore.
2 Then you can say words like, 'As GOD
lives...'and have them mean something
true and just and right. And the godless
na ons will get caught up in the blessing
and find something in Israel to write
home about."
3Here's another Message from GOD
to the people of Judah and Jerusalem:
"Plow your unplowed fields, but then
don't plant weeds in the soil!
4 Yes, circumcise your [lives] for God's
sake. Plow your unplowed hearts, all you
people of Judah and Jerusalem. Prevent
fire--the fire of my anger--for once it
starts it can't be put out. Your wicked
ways are fuel for the fire.
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5 "Sound the alarm in Judah, broadcast
the news in Jerusalem. Say, 'Blow the
ram's horn trumpet through the land!'
Shout out--a bullhorn bellow!--'Close
ranks! Run for your lives to the shelters!'
6 Send up a flare warning Zion: 'Not a
minute to lose! Don't sit on your hands!'
Disaster's descending from the north. I
set it off! When it lands, it will shake the
founda ons.
7 Invaders have pounced like a lion from
its cover, ready to rip na ons to shreds,
Leaving your land in wrack and ruin, your
ci es in rubble, abandoned.
8Dress in funereal black. Weep and
wail, For GOD's sledgehammer anger
has slammed into us head-on.
9 "When this happens"--GOD's Decree--
"King and princes will lose heart; priests
will be baffled and prophets stand
dumbfounded."



JEREMIAH 4 21
10 Then I said, "Alas, Master GOD!
You've fed lies to this people, this
Jerusalem. You assured them, 'All is well,
don't worry,' at the very moment when
the sword was at their throats."
11At that me, this people, yes, this
very Jerusalem, will be told in plain
words: "The northern hordes are
sweeping in from the desert steppes--A
wind that's up to no good,
12 a gale-force wind. I ordered this
wind. I'm pronouncing my hurricane
judgment on my people."
13 Look at them! Like banks of storm
clouds, racing, tumbling, their chariots a
tornado, Their horses faster than eagles!
Woe to us! We're done for!
14 Jerusalem! Scrub the evil from your
lives so you'll be fit for salva on. How
much longer will you harbor devious and
malignant designs within you?
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15What's this? A messenger from Dan?
Bad news from Ephraim's hills!
16Make the report public. Broadcast
the news to Jerusalem: "Invaders from
far off are raising war cries against
Judah's towns.
17 They're all over her, like a dog on a
bone. And why? Because she rebelled
against me." GOD's Decree.
18 "It's the way you've lived that's
brought all this on you. The bi er taste is
from your evil life. That's what's piercing
your heart."
19 I'm doubled up with cramps in
my belly--a poker burns in my gut.
My insides are tearing me up, never
a moment's peace. The ram's horn
trumpet blast rings in my ears, the signal
for all-out war.
20Disaster hard on the heels of disaster,
the whole country in ruins! In one
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stroke my home is destroyed, the walls
fla ened in the blink of an eye.
21How long do I have to look at the
warning flares, listen to the siren of
danger?
22 "What fools my people are! They
have no idea who I am. A company of
half-wits, dopes and donkeys all! Experts
at evil but klutzes at good."
23 I looked at the earth--it was back
to pre-Genesis chaos and emp ness. I
looked at the skies, and not a star to be
seen.
24 I looked at the mountains--they were
trembling like aspen leaves, And all the
hills rocking back and forth in the wind.
25 I looked--what's this! Not a man or
woman in sight, and not a bird to be
seen in the skies.
26 I looked--this can't be! Every garden
and orchard shriveled up. All the towns
were ghost towns. And all this because



JEREMIAH 4 24
of GOD, because of the blazing anger of
GOD.
27 Yes, this is GOD's Word on the
ma er: "The whole country will be laid
waste--s ll it won't be the end of the
world.
28 The earth will mourn and the skies
lament Because I've given my word and
won't take it back. I've decided and
won't change my mind."
29 Someone shouts, "Horsemen and
archers!" and everybody runs for cover.
They hide in ditches, they climb into
caves. The ci es are emp ed, not a
person le anywhere.
30And you, what do you think you're up
to? Dressing up in party clothes, Decking
yourselves out in jewelry, pu ng on
lips ck and rouge and mascara! Your
primping goes for nothing. You're not
going to seduce anyone. They're out to
kill you!
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31And what's that I hear? The cry of a
woman in labor, the screams of a mother
giving birth to her firstborn. It's the cry
of Daughter Zion, gasping for breath,
reaching out for help: "Help, oh help me!
I'm dying! The killers are on me!"

5 1 "Patrol Jerusalem's streets. Look
around. Take note. Search the

market squares. See if you can find one
man, one woman, A single soul who
does what is right and tries to live a true
life. I want to forgive that person." GOD's
Decree.
2 "But if all they do is say, 'As sure as
GOD lives...'they're nothing but a bunch
of liars."
3 But you, GOD, you have an eye for
truth, don't you? You hit them hard,
but it didn't faze them. You disciplined
them, but they refused correc on.
Hardheaded, harder than rock, they
wouldn't change.
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4 Then I said to myself, "Well, these are
just poor people. They don't know any
be er. They were never taught anything
about GOD. They never went to prayer
mee ngs. I'll find some people from the
best families.
5 I'll talk to them. They'll know what's
going on, the way GOD works. They'll
know the score." But they were no
be er! Rebels all! Off doing their own
thing.
6 The invaders are ready to pounce and
kill, like a mountain lion, a wilderness
wolf, Panthers on the prowl. The streets
aren't safe anymore. And why? Because
the people's sins are piled sky-high; their
betrayals are past coun ng.
7 "Why should I even bother with you
any longer? Your children wander off,
leaving me, Taking up with gods that
aren't even gods. I sa sfied their deepest
needs, and then they went off with the
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'sacred' whores, le me for orgies in sex
shrines!
8A bunch of well-groomed, lusty
stallions, each one pawing and snor ng
for his neighbor's wife.
9Do you think I'm going to stand around
and do nothing?" GOD's Decree. "Don't
you think I'll take serious measures
against a people like this?
10 "Go down the rows of vineyards and
rip out the vines, but not all of them.
Leave a few. Prune back those vines!
[That] growth didn't come from GOD!
11 They've betrayed me over and over
again, Judah and Israel both." GOD's
Decree.
12 "They've spread lies about GOD.
They've said, 'There's nothing to him.
Nothing bad will happen to us, neither
famine nor war will come our way.
13 The prophets are all windbags. They
speak nothing but nonsense.'"
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14 Therefore, this is what GOD said to
me, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies: "Because
they have talked this way, they are going
to eat those words. Watch now! I'm
pu ng my words as fire in your mouth.
And the people are a pile of kindling
ready to go up in flames.
15 "A en on! I'm bringing a far-off
na on against you, O house of Israel."
GOD's Decree. "A solid na on, an ancient
na on, A na on that speaks another
language. You won't understand a word
they say.
16When they aim their arrows, you're
as good as dead. They're a na on of real
fighters!
17 They'll clean you out of house and
home, rob you of crops and children
alike. They'll feast on your sheep and
ca le, strip your vines and fig trees. And
the fortresses that made you feel so
safe--leveled with a stroke of the sword!
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18 "Even then, as bad as it will be"--
GOD's Decree!--"it will not be the end of
the world for you.
19And when people ask, 'Why did our
GOD do all this to us?' you must say
to them, 'It's t for tat. Just as you le
me and served foreign gods in your
own country, so now you must serve
foreigners in their own country.'
20 "Tell the house of Jacob this, put out
this bulle n in Judah:
21 Listen to this, you sca erbrains,
airheads, With eyes that see but don't
really look, and ears that hear but don't
really listen.
22Why don't you honor me? Why
aren't you in awe before me? Yes, [me],
who made the shorelines to contain the
ocean waters. I drew a line in the sand
that cannot be crossed. Waves roll in but
cannot get through; breakers crash but
that's the end of them.
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23 But this people--what a people!
Uncontrollable, untameable runaways.
24 It never occurs to them to say, 'How
can we honor our GOD with our lives,
The God who gives rain in both spring
and autumn and maintains the rhythm
of the seasons, Who sets aside me each
year for harvest and keeps everything
running smoothly for us?'
25Of course you don't! Your bad
behavior blinds you to all this. Your sins
keep my blessings at a distance.
26 "My people are infiltrated by wicked
men, unscrupulous men on the hunt.
They set traps for the unsuspec ng.
Their vic ms are innocent men and
women.
27 Their houses are stuffed with
ill-go en gain, like a hunter's bag full of
birds. Preten ous and powerful and rich,
28 hugely obese, oily with rolls of fat.
Worse, they have no conscience. Right
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and wrong mean nothing to them. They
stand for nothing, stand up for no one,
throw orphans to the wolves, exploit the
poor.
29Do you think I'll stand by and do
nothing about this?" GOD's Decree.
"Don't you think I'll take serious
measures against a people like this?
30 "Unspeakable! Sickening! What's
happened in this country?
31 Prophets preach lies and priests hire
on as their assistants. And my people
love it. They eat it up! But what will you
do when it's me to pick up the pieces?

6 1 "Run for your lives, children of
Benjamin! Get out of Jerusalem, and

now! Give a blast on the ram's horn in
Blastville. Send up smoke signals from
Smoketown. Doom pours out of the
north--massive terror!
2 I have likened my dear daughter Zion
to a lovely meadow.
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3Well, now 'shepherds' from the north
have discovered her and brought in their
flocks of soldiers. They've pitched camp
all around her, and plan where they'll
'graze.'
4And then, 'Prepare to a ack! The fight
is on! To arms! We'll strike at noon!
Oh, it's too late? Day is dying? Evening
shadows are upon us?
5Well, up anyway! We'll a ack by night
and tear apart her defenses stone by
stone.'"
6GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies gave the
orders: "Chop down her trees. Build a
siege ramp against Jerusalem, A city full
of brutality, burs ng with violence.
7 Just as a well holds a good supply of
water, she supplies wickedness nonstop.
The streets echo the cries: 'Violence!
Rape!' Vic ms, bleeding and moaning,
lie all over the place.
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8 You're in deep trouble, Jerusalem.
You've pushed me to the limit. You're
on the brink of being wiped out, being
turned into a ghost town."
9More orders from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "Time's up! Harvest the grapes
for judgment. Salvage what's le of
Israel. Go back over the vines. Pick them
clean, every last grape.
10 "I've got something to say. Is anybody
listening? I've a warning to post. Will
anyone no ce? It's hopeless! Their ears
are stuffed with wax--deaf as a post,
blind as a bat. It's hopeless! They've
tuned out GOD. They don't want to hear
from me.
11 But I'm burs ng with the wrath of
GOD. I can't hold it in much longer. "So
dump it on the children in the streets.
Let it loose on the gangs of youth. For no
one's exempt: Husbands and wives will
be taken, the old and those ready to die;
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12 Their homes will be given away--all
they own, even their loved ones--When I
give the signal against all who live in this
country." GOD's Decree.
13 "Everyone's a er the dishonest
dollar, li le people and big people alike.
Prophets and priests and everyone in
between twist words and doctor truth.
14My people are broken--sha ered!--
and they put on band-aids, Saying, 'It's
not so bad. You'll be just fine.' But things
are not 'just fine'!
15Do you suppose they are
embarrassed over this outrage?
No, they have no shame. They don't
even know how to blush. There's no
hope for them. They've hit bo om
and there's no ge ng up. As far as I'm
concerned, they're finished." GOD has
spoken.
16GOD's Message yet again: "Go stand
at the crossroads and look around. Ask
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for direc ons to the old road, The tried
and true road. Then take it. Discover the
right route for your souls. But they said,
'Nothing doing. We aren't going that
way.'
17 I even provided watchmen for them
to warn them, to set off the alarm. But
the people said, 'It's a false alarm. It
doesn't concern us.'
18And so I'm calling in the na ons
as witnesses: 'Watch, witnesses, what
happens to them!'
19And, 'Pay a en on, earth! Don't miss
these bulle ns.' I'm visi ng catastrophe
on this people, the end result of the
games they've been playing with me.
They've ignored everything I've said, had
nothing but contempt for my teaching.
20What would I want with incense
brought in from Sheba, rare spices from
exo c places? Your burnt sacrifices
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in worship give me no pleasure. Your
religious rituals mean nothing to me."
21 So listen to this. Here's GOD's verdict
on your way of life: "Watch out! I'm
pu ng roadblocks and barriers on
the road you're taking. They'll send
you sprawling, parents and children,
neighbors and friends--and that will be
the end of the lot of you."
22And listen to this verdict from GOD:
"Look out! An invasion from the north,
a mighty power on the move from a
faraway place:
23Armed to the teeth, vicious and
pi less, Booming like sea storm and
thunder--tramp, tramp, tramp--riding
hard on war horses, In ba le forma on
against you, dear Daughter Zion!"
24We've heard the news, and we're as
limp as wet dishrags. We're paralyzed
with fear. Terror has a death grip on our
throats.
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25Don't dare go outdoors! Don't leave
the house! Death is on the prowl. Danger
everywhere!
26 "Dear Daughter Zion: Dress in black.
Blacken your face with ashes. Weep
most bi erly, as for an only child. The
countdown has begun...six, five, four,
three...The Terror is on us!"
27GOD gave me this task: "I have made
you the examiner of my people, to
examine and weigh their lives.
28 They're a thickheaded, hard-nosed
bunch, ro en to the core, the lot of
them.
29 Refining fires are cranked up to
white heat, but the ore stays a lump,
unchanged. It's useless to keep trying
any longer. Nothing can refine evil out of
them.
30Men will give up and call them 'slag,'
thrown on the slag heap by me, their
GOD."
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7 1 The Message from GOD to
Jeremiah:

2 "Stand in the gate of GOD's Temple
and preach this Message. "Say, 'Listen,
all you people of Judah who come
through these gates to worship GOD.
3GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, Israel's
God, has this to say to you: "'Clean up
your act--the way you live, the things
you do--so I can make my home with you
in this place.
4Don't for a minute believe the lies
being spoken here--"This is GOD's
Temple, GOD's Temple, GOD's Temple!"
5 Total nonsense! Only if you clean up
your act (the way you live, the things
you do), only if you do a total spring
cleaning on the way you live and treat
your neighbors,
6 only if you quit exploi ng the street
people and orphans and widows, no
longer taking advantage of innocent
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people on this very site and no longer
destroying your souls by using this
Temple as a front for other gods--
7 only then will I move into your
neighborhood. Only then will this
country I gave your ancestors be my
permanent home, my Temple.
8 "'Get smart! Your leaders are handing
you a pack of lies, and you're swallowing
them!
9Use your heads! Do you think you
can rob and murder, have sex with the
neighborhood wives, tell lies nonstop,
worship the local gods, and buy every
novel religious commodity on themarket
10 --and then march into this Temple,
set apart for my worship, and say, "We're
safe!" thinking that the place itself
gives you a license to go on with all this
outrageous sacrilege?
11A cave full of criminals! Do you think
you can turn this Temple, set apart for
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my worship, into something like that?
Well, think again. I've got eyes in my
head. I can see what's going on.'" GOD's
Decree!
12 "'Take a trip down to the place that
was once in Shiloh, where I met my
people in the early days. Take a look at
those ruins, what I did to it because of
the evil ways of my people Israel.
13 "'So now, because of the way you
have lived and failed to listen, even
though me and again I took you aside
and talked seriously with you, and
because you refused to change when I
called you to repent,
14 I'm going to do to this Temple, set
aside for my worship, this place you
think is going to keep you safe no ma er
what, this place I gave as a gi to your
ancestors and you, the same as I did to
Shiloh.
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15And as for you, I'm going to get rid of
you, the same as I got rid of those old
rela ves of yours around Shiloh, your
fellow Israelites in that former kingdom
to the north.'
16 "And you, Jeremiah, don't waste your
me praying for this people. Don't offer

to make pe ons or intercessions. Don't
bother me with them. I'm not listening.
17 Can't you see what they're doing
in all the villages of Judah and in the
Jerusalem streets?
18Why, they've got the children
gathering wood while the fathers build
fires and the mothers make bread to
be offered to 'the Queen of Heaven'!
And as if that weren't bad enough, they
go around pouring out liba ons to any
other gods they come across, just to hurt
me.
19 "But is it me they're hur ng?"
GOD's Decree! "Aren't they just hur ng



JEREMIAH 7 42
themselves? Exposing themselves
shamefully? Making themselves
ridiculous?
20 "Here's what the Master GOD has
to say: 'My white-hot anger is about to
descend on this country and everything
in it--people and animals, trees in the
field and vegetables in the garden--a
raging wildfire that no one can put out.'
21 "The Message from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, Israel's God: 'Go ahead!
Put your burnt offerings with all your
other sacrificial offerings and make a
good meal for yourselves. I sure don't
want them!
22When I delivered your ancestors
out of Egypt, I never said anything to
them about wan ng burnt offerings and
sacrifices as such.
23 But I did say this, [commanded] this:
"Obey me. Do what I say and I will be
your God and you will be my people. Live
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the way I tell you. Do what I command
so that your lives will go well."
24 "'But do you think they listened? Not
a word of it. They did just what they
wanted to do, indulged any and every
evil whim and got worse day by day.
25 From the me your ancestors le the
land of Egypt un l now, I've supplied
a steady stream of my servants the
prophets,
26 but do you think the people listened?
Not once. Stubborn as mules and worse
than their ancestors!'
27 "Tell them all this, but don't expect
them to listen. Call out to them, but
don't expect an answer.
28 Tell them, 'You are the na on that
wouldn't obey GOD, that refused all
discipline. Truth has disappeared.
There's not a trace of it le in your
mouths.
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29 "'So shave your heads. Go bald to the
hills and lament, For GOD has rejected
and le this genera on that has made
him so angry.'
30 "The people of Judah have lived evil
lives while I've stood by and watched."
GOD's Decree. "In deliberate insult
to me, they've set up their obscene
god-images in the very Temple that was
built to honor me.
31 They've constructed Topheth altars
for burning babies in prominent places
all through the valley of Ben-hinnom,
altars for burning their sons and
daughters alive in the fire--a shocking
perversion of all that I am and all I
command.
32 "But soon, very soon"--GOD's
Decree!--"the names Topheth and
Ben-hinnom will no longer be used.
They'll call the place what it is: Murder
Meadow. Corpses will be stacked up in
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Topheth because there's no room le to
bury them!
33 Corpses abandoned in the open air,
fed on by crows and coyotes, who have
the run of the place.
34And I'll empty both smiles and
laughter from the villages of Judah and
the streets of Jerusalem. No wedding
songs, no holiday sounds. [Dead] silence.

8 1 "And when the me comes"--God's
Decree!--"I'll see to it that they dig

up the bones of the kings of Judah, the
bones of the princes and priests and
prophets, and yes, even the bones of the
common people.
2 They'll dig them up and spread them
out like a congrega on at worship before
sun, moon, and stars, all those sky gods
they've been so infatuated with all these
years, following their 'lucky stars' in
doglike devo on. The bones will be le
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sca ered and exposed, to reenter the
soil as fer lizer, like manure.
3 "Everyone le --all from this evil
genera on unlucky enough to s ll
be alive in whatever godforsaken
place I will have driven them to--will
wish they were dead." Decree of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
4 "Tell them this, GOD's Message: "'Do
people fall down and not get up? Or
take the wrong road and then just keep
going?
5 Sowhy does this people go backwards,
and just keep on going--[backwards]!
They stubbornly hold on to their
illusions, refuse to change direc on.
6 I listened carefully but heard not so
much as a whisper. No one expressed
one word of regret. Not a single "I'm
sorry" did I hear. They just kept at it,
blindly and stupidly banging their heads
against a brick wall.
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7 Cranes know when it's me to move
south for winter. And robins, warblers,
and bluebirds know when it's me to
come back again. But my people? My
people know nothing, not the first thing
of GOD and his rule.
8 "'How can you say, "We know the
score. We're the proud owners of GOD's
revela on"? Look where it's go en
you--stuck in illusion. Your religion
experts have taken you for a ride!
9 Your know-it-alls will be unmasked,
caught and shown up for what they are.
Look at them! They know everything but
GOD'sWord. Do you call that "knowing"?
10 "'So here's what will happen to the
know-it-alls: I'll make them wifeless
and homeless. Everyone's a er the
dishonest dollar, li le people and big
people alike. Prophets and priests and
everyone in-between twist words and
doctor truth.
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11My dear Daughter--my people--
broken, sha ered, and yet they put on
band-aids, Saying, "It's not so bad. You'll
be just fine." But things are not "just
fine"!
12Do you suppose they are
embarrassed over this outrage?
Not really. They have no shame. They
don't even know how to blush. There's
no hope for them. They've hit bo om
and there's no ge ng up. As far as I'm
concerned, they're finished.'" GOD has
spoken.
13 "'I went out to see if I could salvage
anything'"--GOD's Decree--"'but found
nothing: Not a grape, not a fig, just a
few withered leaves. I'm taking back
everything I gave them.'"
14 So why are we si ng here, doing
nothing? Let's get organized. Let's go
to the big city and at least die figh ng.
We've go en GOD's ul matum: We're
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damned if we do and damned if we
don't--damned because of our sin
against him.
15We hoped things would turn out for
the best, but it didn't happen that way.
Wewere wai ng around for healing--and
terror showed up!
16 From Dan at the northern borders
we hear the hooves of horses, Horses
galloping, horses neighing. The ground
shudders and quakes. They're going to
swallow up the whole country. Towns
and people alike--fodder for war.
17 "'What's more, I'm dispatching
poisonous snakes among you, Snakes
that can't be charmed, snakes that will
bite you and kill you.'" GOD's Decree!
18 I drown in grief. I'm heartsick.
19Oh, listen! Please listen! It's the cry
of my dear people reverbera ng through
the country. Is GOD no longer in Zion?
Has the King gone away? Can you tell
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me why they flaunt their plaything-gods,
their silly, imported no-gods before me?
20 The crops are in, the summer is over,
but for us nothing's changed. We're s ll
wai ng to be rescued.
21 For my dear broken people, I'm
heartbroken. I weep, seized by grief.
22Are there no healing ointments
in Gilead? Isn't there a doctor in the
house? So why can't something be done
to heal and save my dear, dear people?

9 1 I wish my head were a well of water
and my eyes fountains of tears So I

could weep day and night for casual es
among my dear, dear people.
2At mes I wish I had a wilderness hut,
a backwoods cabin, Where I could get
away from my people and never see
them again. They're a faithless, feckless
bunch, a congrega on of degenerates.
3 "Their tongues shoot out lies like
a bow shoots arrows--A mighty army
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of liars, the sworn enemies of truth.
They advance from one evil to the next,
ignorant of me." GOD's Decree.
4 "Be wary of even long me neighbors.
Don't even trust your grandmother!
Brother schemes against brother, like
old chea ng Jacob. Friend against friend
spreads malicious gossip.
5Neighbors gyp neighbors, never telling
the truth. They've trained their tongues
to tell lies, and now they can't tell the
truth.
6 They pile wrong upon wrong, stack lie
upon lie, and refuse to know me." GOD's
Decree.
7 Therefore, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
says: "Watch this! I'll melt them down
and see what they're made of. What else
can I do with a people this wicked?
8 Their tongues are poison arrows!
Deadly lies stream from their mouths.
Neighbor greets neighbor with a smile,
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'Good morning! How're things?' while
scheming to do away with him.
9Do you think I'm going to stand around
and do nothing?" GOD's Decree. "Don't
you think I'll take serious measures
against a people like this?
10 "I'm lamen ng the loss of the
mountain pastures. I'm chan ng dirges
for the old grazing grounds. They've
become deserted wastelands too
dangerous for travelers. No sounds of
sheep blea ng or ca le mooing. Birds
and wild animals, all gone. Nothing
s rring, no sounds of life.
11 I'm going to make Jerusalem a pile of
rubble, fit for nothing but stray cats and
dogs. I'm going to reduce Judah's towns
to piles of ruins where no one lives!"
12 I asked, "Is there anyone around
bright enough to tell us what's going on
here? Anyone who has the inside story
from GOD and can let us in on it? "Why is
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the country wasted? "Why no travelers
in this desert?"
13GOD's answer: "Because they
abandoned my plain teaching. They
wouldn't listen to anything I said, refused
to live the way I told them to.
14 Instead they lived any way they
wanted and took up with the Baal gods,
who they thought would give them what
they wanted--following the example of
their parents."
15And this is the consequence. GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies says so: "I'll feed them
with pig slop. "I'll give them poison to
drink.
16 "Then I'll sca er them far and wide
among godless peoples that neither they
nor their parents have ever heard of, and
I'll send Death in pursuit un l there's
nothing le of them."
17A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "Look over the trouble we're in
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and call for help. Send for some singers
who can help us mourn our loss.
18 Tell them to hurry--to help us express
our loss and lament, Help us get our
tears flowing, make tearful music of our
crying.
19 Listen to it! Listen to that torrent of
tears out of Zion: 'We're a ruined people,
we're a shamed people! We've been
driven from our homes and must leave
our land!'"
20Mourning women! Oh, listen to
GOD's Message! Open your ears. Take
in what he says. Teach your daughters
songs for the dead and your friends the
songs of heartbreak.
21Death has climbed in through the
window, broken into our bedrooms.
Children on the playgrounds drop dead,
and young men and women collapse at
their games.
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22 Speak up! "GOD's Message: "'Dead
bodies everywhere, sca ered at random
like sheep and goat dung in the fields,
Like wheat cut down by reapers and le
to rot where it falls.'"
23GOD's Message: "Don't let the wise
brag of their wisdom. Don't let heroes
brag of their exploits. Don't let the rich
brag of their riches.
24 If you brag, brag of this and this
only: That you understand and know
me. I'm GOD, and I act in loyal love. I do
what's right and set things right and fair,
and delight in those who do the same
things. These are my trademarks." GOD's
Decree.
25 "Stay alert! It won't be long now"--
GOD's Decree!--"when I will personally
deal with everyone whose life is all
outside but no inside:
26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab.
All these na ons are big on performance
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religion--including Israel, who is no
be er."

10 1 Listen to the Message that GOD
is sending your way, House of

Israel.
2 Listen most carefully: "Don't take the
godless na ons as your models. Don't be
impressed by their glamour and glitz, no
ma er how much they're impressed.
3 The religion of these peoples is
nothing but smoke. An idol is nothing
but a tree chopped down, then shaped
by a woodsman's ax.
4 They trim it with nsel and balls, use
hammer and nails to keep it upright.
5 It's like a scarecrow in a cabbage
patch--can't talk! Dead wood that has
to be carried--can't walk! Don't be
impressed by such stuff. It's useless for
either good or evil."
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6All this is nothing compared to you, O
GOD. You're wondrously great, famously
great.
7Who can fail to be impressed by you,
King of the na ons? It's your very nature
to be worshiped! Look far and wide
among the elite of the na ons. The
best they can come up with is nothing
compared to you.
8 Stupidly, they line them up--a lineup
of s cks, good for nothing but making
smoke.
9Gilded with silver foil from Tarshish,
covered with gold from Uphaz, Hung
with violet and purple fabrics--no ma er
how fancy the s cks, they're s ll s cks.
10 But GOD is the real thing--the living
God, the eternal King. When he's angry,
Earth shakes. Yes, and the godless
na ons quake.
11 "Tell them this: 'The s ck gods who
made nothing, neither sky nor earth,
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Will come to nothing on the earth and
under the sky.'"
12 But it is God whose power made the
earth, whose wisdom gave shape to the
world, who cra ed the cosmos.
13He thunders, and rain pours down.
He sends the clouds soaring. He
embellishes the storm with lightnings,
launches wind from his warehouse.
14 S ck-god worshipers looking mighty
foolish, god-makers embarrassed by
their handmade gods! Their gods are
frauds--dead s cks,
15 deadwood gods, tasteless jokes.
When the fires of judgment come, they'll
be ashes.
16 But the Por on-of-Jacob is the
real thing. He put the whole universe
together And pays special a en on to
Israel. His name? GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies!
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17Grab your bags, all you who are
under a ack.
18GOD has given no ce: "A en on! I'm
evic ng Everyone who lives here, And
right now--yes, right now! I'm going to
press them to the limit, squeeze the life
right out of them."
19 But it's a black day for me! Hopelessly
wounded, I said, "Why, oh why did I
think I could bear it?"
20My house is ruined--the roof caved
in. Our children are gone--we'll never
see them again. No one le to help in
rebuilding, no one to make a new start!
21 It's because our leaders are stupid.
They never asked GOD for counsel, And
so nothing worked right. The people are
sca ered all over.
22 But listen! Something's coming! A big
commo on from the northern borders!
Judah's towns about to be smashed, le
to all the stray dogs and cats!
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23 I know, GOD, that mere mortals
can't run their own lives, That men and
women don't have what it takes to take
charge of life.
24 So correct us, GOD, as you see best.
Don't lose your temper. That would be
the end of us.
25Vent your anger on the godless
na ons, who refuse to acknowledge
you, And on the people who won't pray
to you--The very ones who've made
hash out of Jacob, yes, made hash
And devoured him whole, people and
pastures alike.

11 1 The Message that came to
Jeremiah from GOD:

2 "Preach to the people of Judah and
ci zens of Jerusalem.
3 Tell them this: 'This is GOD's Message,
the Message of Israel's God to you.
Anyone who does not keep the terms of
this covenant is cursed.
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4 The terms are clear. I made them
plain to your ancestors when I delivered
them from Egypt, out of the iron furnace
of suffering. "'Obey what I tell you.
Do exactly what I command you. Your
obedience will close the deal. You'll be
mine and I'll be yours.
5 This will provide the condi ons
in which I will be able to do what I
promised your ancestors: to give them a
fer le and lush land. And, as you know,
that's what I did.'" "Yes, GOD," I replied.
"That's true."
6GOD con nued: "Preach all this in
the towns of Judah and the streets of
Jerusalem. Say, 'Listen to the terms of
this covenant and carry them out!
7 I warned your ancestors when I
delivered them from Egypt and I've kept
up the warnings. I haven't quit warning
them for a moment. I warned them from
morning to night: "Obey me or else!"
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8 But they didn't obey. They paid no
a en on to me. They did whatever they
wanted to do, whenever they wanted
to do it, un l finally I stepped in and
ordered the punishments set out in
the covenant, which, despite all my
warnings, they had ignored.'"
9 Then GOD said, "There's a conspiracy
among the people of Judah and the
ci zens of Jerusalem.
10 They've plo ed to reenact the sins of
their ancestors--the ones who disobeyed
me and decided to go a er other gods
and worship them. Israel and Judah are
in this together, mindlessly breaking the
covenant I made with their ancestors."
11 "Well, your God has something to say
about this: Watch out! I'm about to visit
doom on you, and no one will get out of
it. You're going to cry for help but I won't
listen.
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12 Then all the people in Judah and
Jerusalem will start praying to the gods
you've been sacrificing to all these years,
but it won't do a bit of good.
13 You've got as many gods as you have
villages, Judah! And you've got enough
altars for sacrifices to that impotent
sex god Baal to put one on every street
corner in Jerusalem!"
14 "And as for you, Jeremiah, I don't
want you praying for this people.
Nothing! Not a word of pe on. Indeed,
I'm not going to listen to a single syllable
of their crisis-prayers."
15 "What business do the ones I love
have figuring out how to get off the
hook? And right in the house of worship!
Do you think making promises and
devising pious programs will save you
from doom? Do you think you can get
out of this by becoming more religious?
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16A mighty oak tree, majes c and
glorious--that's how I once described
you. But it will only take a clap of thunder
and a bolt of lightning to leave you a
sha ered wreck.
17 "I, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, who
planted you--yes, I have pronounced
doom on you. Why? Because of the
disastrous life you've lived, Israel and
Judah alike, goading me to anger with
your con nuous worship and offerings
to that sorry god Baal."
18God told me what was going on.
That's how I knew. You, GOD, opened my
eyes to their evil scheming.
19 I had no idea what was going on--
naive as a lamb being led to slaughter! I
didn't know they had it in for me, didn't
know of their behind-the-scenes plots:
"Let's get rid of the preacher. [That] will
stop the sermons! Let's get rid of him
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for good. He won't be remembered for
long."
20 Then I said, "GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, you're a fair judge. You examine
and cross-examine human ac ons and
mo ves. I want to see these people
shown up and put down! I'm an open
book before you. Clear my name."
21 That sent a signal to GOD, who spoke
up: "Here's what I'll do to the men of
Anathoth who are trying to murder you,
the men who say, 'Don't preach to us in
GOD's name or we'll kill you.'
22 Yes, it's GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
speaking. Indeed! I'll call them to
account: Their young people will die
in ba le, their children will die of
starva on,
23 and there will be no one le at all,
none. I'm visi ng the men of Anathoth
with doom. Doomsday!"
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12 1 You are right, O GOD, and you
set things right. I can't argue with

that. But I do have some ques ons: Why
do bad people have it so good? Why do
con ar sts make it big?
2 You planted them and they put down
roots. They flourished and produced
fruit. They talk as if they're old friends
with you, but they couldn't care less
about you.
3Meanwhile, you know [me] inside and
out. You don't let me get by with a thing!
Make them pay for the way they live,
pay with their lives, like sheep marked
for slaughter.
4How long do we have to put up with
this--the country depressed, the farms
in ruin--And all because of wickedness,
these wicked lives? Even animals and
birds are dying off Because they'll have
nothing to do with God and think God
has nothing to do with them.
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5 "So, Jeremiah, if you're worn out in
this footrace with men, what makes you
think you can race against horses? And
if you can't keep your wits during mes
of calm, what's going to happen when
troubles break loose like the Jordan in
flood?
6 Those closest to you, your own
brothers and cousins, are working
against you. They're out to get you.
They'll stop at nothing. Don't trust them,
especially when they're smiling.
7 "I will abandon the House of Israel,
walk away from my beloved people. I
will turn over those I most love to those
who are her enemies.
8 She's been, this one I held dear, like a
snarling lion in the jungle, Growling and
baring her teeth at me--and I can't take
it anymore.
9Has this one I hold dear become a
preening peacock? But isn't she under
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a ack by vultures? Then invite all the
hungry animals at large, invite them in
for a free meal!
10 Foreign, scavenging shepherds will
loot and trample my fields, Turn my
beau ful, well-cared-for fields into
vacant lots of n cans and thistles.
11 They leave them li ered with junk--a
ruined land, a land in lament. The whole
countryside is a wasteland, and no one
will really care.
12 "The barbarians will invade, swarm
over hills and plains. The judgment
sword of GOD will take its toll from one
end of the land to the other. Nothing
living will be safe.
13 They will plant wheat and reap
weeds. Nothing they do will work out.
They will look at their meager crops and
wring their hands. All this the result of
GOD's fierce anger!"
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14GOD's Message: "Regarding all the
bad neighbors who abused the land I
gave to Israel as their inheritance: I'm
going to pluck them out of their lands,
and then pluck Judah out from among
them.
15Once I've pulled the bad neighbors
out, I will relent and take them tenderly
to my heart and put them back where
they belong, put each of them back
in their home country, on their family
farms.
16 Then if they will get serious about
living my way and pray to me as well as
they taught my people to pray to that
god Baal, everything will go well for
them.
17 But if they won't listen, then I'll pull
them out of their land by the roots
and cart them off to the dump. Total
destruc on!" GOD's Decree.
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13 1GOD told me, "Go and buy
yourself some linen shorts. Put

them on and keep them on. Don't even
take them off to wash them."
2 So I bought the shorts as GOD directed
and put them on.
3 Then GOD told me,
4 "Take the shorts that you bought and
go straight to Perath and hide them
there in a crack in the rock."
5 So I did what GOD told me and hid
them at Perath.
6Next, a er quite a long me, GOD told
me, "Go back to Perath and get the linen
shorts I told you to hide there."
7 So I went back to Perath and dug them
out of the place where I had hidden
them. The shorts by then had ro ed and
were worthless.
8GOD explained,
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9 "This is the way I am going to ruin the
pride of Judah and the great pride of
Jerusalem--
10 a wicked bunch of people who won't
obey me, who do only what they want to
do, who chase a er all kinds of no-gods
and worship them. They're going to turn
out as ro en as these old shorts.
11 Just as shorts clothe and protect, so I
kept the whole family of Israel under my
care"--GOD's Decree--"so that everyone
could see they were my people, a people
I could show off to the world and be
proud of. But they refused to do a thing I
said.
12 "And then tell them this: 'GOD's
Message, personal from the God of
Israel: Every wine jug should be full of
wine.' "And they'll say, 'Of course. We
know that. Every wine jug should be full
of wine!'
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13 "Then you'll say, 'This is what GOD
says: Watch closely. I'm going to fill every
person who lives in this country--the
kings who rule from David's throne,
the priests, the prophets, the ci zens
of Jerusalem--with wine that will make
them drunk.
14And then I'll smash them, smash the
wine-filled jugs--old and young alike.
Nothing will stop me. Not an ounce of
pity or mercy or compassion will slow
me down. Every last drunken jug of them
will be smashed!'"
15 Then I said, Listen. Listen carefully:
Don't stay stuck in your ways! It's GOD's
Message we're dealing with here.
16 Let your lives glow bright before GOD
before he turns out the lights, Before you
trip and fall on the dark mountain paths.
The light you always took for granted will
go out and the world will turn black.
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17 If you people won't listen, I'll go off
by myself and weep over you, Weep
because of your stubborn arrogance,
bi er, bi er tears, Rivers of tears from
my eyes, because GOD's sheep will end
up in exile.
18 Tell the king and the queen-mother,
"Come down off your high horses. Your
dazzling crowns will tumble off your
heads."
19 The villages in the Negev will be
surrounded, everyone trapped, And
Judah dragged off to exile, the whole
country dragged to oblivion.
20 Look, look, Jerusalem! Look at the
enemies coming out of the north! What
will become of your flocks of people, the
beau ful flocks in your care?
21How are you going to feel when the
people you've played up to, looked up to
all these years Now look down on you?
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You didn't expect this? Surprise! The
pain of a woman having a baby!
22Do I hear you saying, "What's going
on here? Why me?" The answer's
simple: You're guilty, hugely guilty. Your
guilt has your life endangered, your guilt
has you writhing in pain.
23 Can an African change skin? Can a
leopard get rid of its spots? So what are
the odds on you doing good, you who
are so long-prac ced in evil?
24 "I'll blow these people away--like
wind-blown leaves.
25 You have it coming to you. I've
measured it out precisely." GOD's
Decree. "It's because you forgot me and
embraced the Big Lie, that so-called god
Baal.
26 I'm the one who will rip off your
clothes, expose and shame you before
the watching world.
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27 Your obsessions with gods, gods, and
more gods, your goddess affairs, your
god-adulteries. Gods on the hills, gods
in the fields--every me I look you're off
with another god. O Jerusalem, what a
sordid life! Is there any hope for you!"

14 1GOD's Message that came to
Jeremiah regarding the drought:

2 "Judah weeps, her ci es mourn. The
people fall to the ground, moaning,
while sounds of Jerusalem's sobs rise up,
up.
3 The rich people sent their servants for
water. They went to the cisterns, but the
cisterns were dry. They came back with
empty buckets, wringing their hands,
shaking their heads.
4All the farm work has stopped. Not
a drop of rain has fallen. The farmers
don't know what to do. They wring their
hands, they shake their heads.
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5 Even the doe abandons her fawn in
the field because there is no grass--
6 Eyes glazed over, on her last legs,
nothing but skin and bones."
7We know we're guilty. We've lived bad
lives--but do something, GOD. Do it for
[your] sake! Time and me again we've
betrayed you. No doubt about it--we've
sinned against you.
8Hope of Israel! Our only hope! Israel's
last chance in this trouble! Why are you
ac ng like a tourist, taking in the sights,
here today and gone tomorrow?
9Why do you just stand there and stare,
like someone who doesn't know what to
do in a crisis? But GOD, you are, in fact,
[here], here [with us]! You know who we
are--you named us! Don't leave us in the
lurch.
10 Then GOD said of these people:
"Since they loved to wander this way and
that, never giving a thought to where
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they were going, I will now have nothing
more to do with them--except to note
their guilt and punish their sins."
11GOD said to me, "Don't pray that
everything will turn out all right for this
people.
12When they skip their meals in order
to pray, I won't listen to a thing they
say. When they redouble their prayers,
bringing all kinds of offerings from their
herds and crops, I'll not accept them. I'm
finishing them off with war and famine
and disease."
13 I said, "But Master, GOD! Their
preachers have been telling them that
everything is going to be all right--no war
and no famine--that there's nothing to
worry about."
14 Then GOD said, "These preachers are
liars, and they use my name to cover
their lies. I never sent them, I never
commanded them, and I don't talk
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with them. The sermons they've been
handing out are sheer illusion, ssues of
lies, whistlings in the dark.
15 "So this is my verdict on them: All
the preachers who preach using my
name as their text, preachers I never
sent in the first place, preachers who
say, 'War and famine will never come
here'--these preachers will die in war
and by starva on.
16And the people to whom they've
been preaching will end up as corpses,
vic ms of war and starva on, thrown out
in the streets of Jerusalem unburied--no
funerals for them or their wives or their
children! I'll make sure they get the full
brunt of all their evil.
17 "And you, Jeremiah, will say this to
them: "'My eyes pour out tears. Day
and night, the tears never quit. My dear,
dear people are ba ered and bruised,
hopelessly and cruelly wounded.
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18 I walk out into the fields, shocked by
the killing fields strewn with corpses. I
walk into the city, shocked by the sight
of starving bodies. And I watch the
preachers and priests going about their
business as if nothing's happened!'"
19God, have you said your final No to
Judah? Can you simply not stand Zion
any longer? If not, why have you treated
us like this, beaten us nearly to death?
We hoped for peace--nothing good came
from it; We looked for healing--and got
kicked in the stomach.
20We admit, O GOD, how bad we've
lived, and our ancestors, how bad they
were. We've sinned, they've sinned,
we've all sinned against you!
21 Your reputa on is at stake! Don't
quit on us! Don't walk out and abandon
your glorious Temple! Remember your
covenant. Don't break faith with us!
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22 Can the no-gods of the godless
na ons cause rain? Can the sky water
the earth by itself? You're the one, O
GOD, who does this. So you're the one
for whom we wait. You made it all, you
do it all.

15 1 Then GOD said to me:
"Jeremiah, even if Moses and

Samuel stood here and made their case,
I wouldn't feel a thing for this people.
Get them out of here. Tell them to get
lost!
2And if they ask you, 'So where do
we go?' tell them GOD says, "'If you're
assigned to die, go and die; if assigned
to war, go and get killed; If assigned to
starve, go starve; if assigned to exile, off
to exile you go!'
3 "I've arranged for four kinds of
punishment: death in ba le, the corpses
dropped off by killer dogs, the rest
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picked clean by vultures, the bones
gnawed by hyenas.
4 They'll be a sight to see, a sight to
shock the whole world--and all because
of Manasseh son of Hezekiah and all he
did in Jerusalem.
5 "Who do you think will feel sorry for
you, Jerusalem? Who do you think will
waste tears on you? Who will bother to
take the me to ask, 'So, how are things
going?'
6 "[You] le [me], remember?" GOD's
Decree. "You turned your back and
walked out. So I will grab you and hit
you hard. I'm red of le ng you off the
hook.
7 I threw you to the four winds and let
the winds sca er you like leaves. I made
sure you'll lose everything, since nothing
makes you change.
8 I created more widows among you
than grains of sand on the ocean
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beaches. At noon mothers will get
the news of their sons killed in ac on.
Sudden anguish for the mothers--all
those terrible deaths.
9A mother of seven falls to the ground,
gasping for breath, Robbed of her
children in their prime. Her sun sets at
high noon! Then I'll round up any of you
that are le alive and see that you're
killed by your enemies." GOD's Decree.
10Unlucky mother--that you had me as
a son, given the unhappy job of indic ng
the whole country! I've never hurt or
harmed a soul, and yet everyone is out
to get me.
11 But, GOD knows, I've done everything
I could to help them, prayed for them
and against their enemies. I've always
been on their side, trying to stave off
disaster. God knows how I've tried!
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12 "O Israel, O Judah, what are your
chances against the iron juggernaut from
the north?
13 In punishment for your sins, I'm
giving away everything you've got, giving
it away for nothing.
14 I'll make you slaves to your enemies
in a strange and far-off land. My anger
is blazing and fierce, burning in hot
judgment against you."
15 You know where I am, GOD!
Remember what I'm doing here! Take
my side against my detractors. Don't
stand back while they ruin me. Just look
at the abuse I'm taking!
16When your words showed up, I ate
them--swallowed them whole. What a
feast! What delight I took in being yours,
O GOD, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!
17 I never joined the party crowd in
their laughter and their fun. Led by you,
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I went off by myself. You'd filled me with
indigna on. Their sin had me seething.
18 But why, why this chronic pain, this
ever worsening wound and no healing in
sight? You're nothing, GOD, but amirage,
a lovely oasis in the distance--and then
nothing!
19 This is how GOD answered me: "Take
back those words, and I'll take you back.
Then you'll stand tall before me. Use
words truly and well. Don't stoop to
cheap whining. Then, but only then,
you'll speak for me. Let your words
change [them]. Don't change your words
to suit them.
20 I'll turn you into a steel wall, a
thick steel wall, impregnable. They'll
a ack you but won't put a dent in you
because I'm at your side, defending and
delivering." GOD's Decree.
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21 "I'll deliver you from the grip of the
wicked. I'll get you out of the clutch of
the ruthless."

16 1GOD's Message to me:
2 "Jeremiah, don't get married.

Don't raise a family here.
3 I have signed the death warrant on
all the children born in this country, the
mothers who bear them and the fathers
who beget them--
4 an epidemic of death. Death
unlamented, the dead unburied, dead
bodies decomposing and s nking like
dung, all the killed and starved corpses
served up as meals for carrion crows and
mongrel dogs!"
5GOD con nued: "Don't enter a house
where there's mourning. Don't go to
the funeral. Don't sympathize. I've quit
caring about what happens to this
people." GOD's Decree. "No more loyal
love on my part, no more compassion.
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6 The famous and obscure will die alike
here, unlamented and unburied. No
funerals will be conducted, no one will
give them a second thought,
7 no one will care, no one will say, 'I'm
sorry,' no one will so much as offer a cup
of tea, not even for the mother or father.
8 "And if there happens to be a feast
celebrated, don't go there either to
enjoy the fes vi es."
9GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God
of Israel, says, "Watch this! I'm about
to banish smiles and laughter from this
place. No more brides and bridegrooms
celebra ng. And I'm doing it in your
life me, before your very eyes.
10 "When you tell this to the people and
they ask, 'Why is GOD talking this way,
threatening us with all these calami es?
We're not criminals, a er all. What have
we done to our GOD to be treated like
this?'
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11 tell them this: 'It's because your
ancestors le me, walked off and never
looked back. They took up with the
no-gods, worshiped and doted on them,
and ignored me and wouldn't do a thing
I told them.
12And [you're] even [worse]! Take a
good look in the mirror--each of you
doing whatever you want, whenever you
want, refusing to pay a en on to me.
13And for this I'm ge ng rid of you,
throwing you out in the cold, into a far
and strange country. You can worship
your precious no-gods there to your
heart's content. Rest assured, I won't
bother you anymore.'
14 "On the other hand, don't miss this:
The me is coming when no one will say
any longer, 'As sure as GOD lives, the
God who delivered Israel from Egypt.'
15What they'll say is, 'As sure as GOD
lives, the God who brought Israel back
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from the land of the north, brought
them back from all the places where
he'd sca ered them.' That's right, I'm
going to bring them back to the land I
first gave to their ancestors.
16 "Now, watch for what comes next:
I'm going to assemble a bunch of
fishermen." GOD's Decree! "They'll go
fishing for my people and pull them in
for judgment. Then I'll send out a party
of hunters, and they'll hunt them out in
all the mountains, hills, and caves.
17 I'm watching their every move. I
haven't lost track of a single one of them,
neither them nor their sins.
18 "They won't get by with a thing.
They'll pay double for everything they
did wrong. They've made a complete
mess of things, li ering their lives with
their obscene no-gods, leaving piles of
s nking god-junk all over the place."
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19GOD, my strength, my stronghold, my
safe retreat when trouble descends: The
godless na ons will come from earth's
four corners, saying, "Our ancestors lived
on lies, useless illusions, all smoke."
20 Canmortals manufacture gods? Their
factories turn out no-gods!
21 "Watch closely now. I'm going to
teach these wrongheaded people.
Star ng right now, I'm going to teach
them Who I am and what I do, teach
them the meaning of my name, GOD--'I
AM.'

17 1 "Judah's sin is engraved with
a steel chisel, A steel chisel with

a diamond point--engraved on their
granite hearts, engraved on the stone
corners of their altars.
2 The evidence against them is plain to
see: sex-and-religion altars and sacred
sex shrines Anywhere there's a grove of
trees, anywhere there's an available hill.
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3 "I'll use your mountains as roadside
stands for giving away everything you
have. All your 'things' will serve as
repara ons for your sins all over the
country.
4 You'll lose your gi of land, The
inheritance I gave you. I'll make you
slaves of your enemies in a far-off and
strange land. My anger is hot and blazing
and fierce, and no one will put it out."
5GOD's Message: "Cursed is the strong
one who depends on mere humans,
Who thinks he can make it on muscle
alone and sets GOD aside as dead
weight.
6He's like a tumbleweed on the prairie,
out of touch with the good earth. He
lives rootless and aimless in a land where
nothing grows.
7 "But blessed is the man who trusts
me, GOD, the woman who s cks with
GOD.



JEREMIAH 17 91
8 They're like trees replanted in Eden,
pu ng down roots near the rivers--
Never a worry through the ho est of
summers, never dropping a leaf, Serene
and calm through droughts, bearing
fresh fruit every season.
9 "The heart is hopelessly dark and
decei ul, a puzzle that no one can figure
out.
10 But I, GOD, search the heart and
examine the mind. I get to the heart of
the human. I get to the root of things. I
treat them as they really are, not as they
pretend to be."
11 Like a cowbird that cheats by laying
its eggs in another bird's nest Is the
person who gets rich by chea ng. When
the eggs hatch, the deceit is exposed.
What a fool he'll look like then!
12 From early on your Sanctuary was set
high, a throne of glory, exalted!
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13O GOD, you're the hope of Israel. All
who leave you end up as fools, Deserters
with nothing to show for their lives, who
walk off from GOD, fountain of living
waters--and wind up dead!
14GOD, pick up the pieces. Put me back
together again. You are my praise!
15 Listen to how they talk about me: "So
where's this 'Word of GOD'? We'd like to
see something happen!"
16 But it wasn't my idea to call for
Doomsday. I never wanted trouble. You
know what I've said. It's all out in the
open before you.
17Don't add to my troubles. Give me
some relief!
18 Let thosewho harassme be harassed,
not me. Let [them] be disgraced, not me.
Bring down upon them the day of doom.
Lower the boom. [Boom]!
19GOD's Message to me: "Go stand
in the People's Gate, the one used by
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Judah's kings as they come and go, and
then proceed in turn to all the gates of
Jerusalem.
20 Tell them: 'Listen, you kings of Judah,
listen to GOD's Message--and all you
people who go in and out of these gates,
you listen!
21 "'This is GOD's Message. Be careful,
if you care about your lives, not to
desecrate the Sabbath by turning it into
just another workday, lugging stuff here
and there.
22Don't use the Sabbath to do business
as usual. Keep the Sabbath day holy, as I
commanded your ancestors.
23 They never did it, as you know. They
paid no a en on to what I said and went
about their own business, refusing to be
guided or instructed by me.
24 "'But now, take seriously what I tell
you. Quit desecra ng the Sabbath by
busily going about your own work, and
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keep the Sabbath day holy by not doing
business as usual.
25 Then kings from the me of David
and their officials will con nue to ride
through these gates on horses or in
chariots. The people of Judah and
ci zens of Jerusalem will con nue to
pass through them, too. Jerusalem will
always be filled with people.
26 People will stream in from all over
Judah, from the province of Benjamin,
from the Jerusalem suburbs, from
foothills and mountains and deserts.
They'll come to worship, bringing all
kinds of offerings--animals, grains,
incense, expressions of thanks--into the
Sanctuary of GOD.
27 "'But if you won't listen to me, won't
keep the Sabbath holy, won't quit using
the Sabbath for doing your own work,
busily going in and out of the city gates
on your self-important business, then I'll
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burn the gates down. In fact, I'll burn the
whole city down, palaces and all, with a
fire nobody will be able to put out!'"

18 1GOD told Jeremiah,
2 "Up on your feet! Go to the

po er's house. When you get there, I'll
tell you what I have to say."
3 So I went to the po er's house, and
sure enough, the po er was there,
working away at his wheel.
4Whenever the pot the po er was
working on turned out badly, as
some mes happens when you are
working with clay, the po er would
simply start over and use the same clay
to make another pot.
5 Then GOD's Message came to me:
6 "Can't I do just as this po er does,
people of Israel?" GOD's Decree! "Watch
this po er. In the same way that this
po er works his clay, I work on you,
people of Israel.
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7At any moment I may decide to pull
up a people or a country by the roots
and get rid of them.
8 But if they repent of their wicked lives,
I will think twice and start over with
them.
9At another me I might decide to
plant a people or country,
10 but if they don't cooperate and won't
listen to me, I will think again and give
up on the plans I had for them.
11 "So, tell the people of Judah and
ci zens of Jerusalem my Message:
'Danger! I'm shaping doom against you,
laying plans against you. Turn back from
your doomed way of life. Straighten out
your lives.'
12 "But they'll just say, 'Why should we?
What's the point? We'll live just the way
we've always lived, doom or no doom.'"
13GOD's Message: "Ask around. Survey
the godless na ons. Has anyone heard
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the likes of this? Virgin Israel has become
a slut!
14Does snow disappear from the
Lebanon peaks? Do alpine streams run
dry?
15 But my people have le me to
worship the Big Lie. They've go en off
the track, the old, well-worn trail, And
now bushwhack through underbrush in
a tangle of roots and vines.
16 Their land's going to end up amess--a
fool's memorial to be spit on. Travelers
passing through will shake their heads in
disbelief.
17 I'll sca er my people before their
enemies, like autumn leaves in a high
wind. On their day of doom, they'll stare
at my back as I walk away, catching not
so much as a glimpse of my face."
18 Some of the people said, "Come on,
let's cook up a plot against Jeremiah.
We'll s ll have the priests to teach us the
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law, wise counselors to give us advice,
and prophets to tell us what God has
to say. Come on, let's discredit him so
we don't have to put up with him any
longer."
19And I said to GOD: "GOD, listen to
me! Just listen to what my enemies are
saying.
20 Should I get paid evil for good? That's
what they're doing. They've made plans
to kill me! Remember all the mes I
stood up for them before you, speaking
up for them, trying to so en your anger?
21 But enough! Let their children starve!
Let them be massacred in ba le! Let
their wives be childless and widowed,
their friends die and their proud young
men be killed.
22 Let cries of panic sound from their
homes as you surprise them with war
par es! They're all set to lynch me. The
noose is prac cally around my neck!
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23 But you know all this, GOD. You know
they're determined to kill me. Don't
whitewash their crimes, don't overlook a
single sin! Round the bunch of them up
before you. Strike while the iron of your
anger is hot!"

19 1GOD said to me, "Go, buy a clay
pot. Then get a few leaders from

the people and a few of the leading
priests
2 and go out to the Valley of Ben-
hinnom, just outside the Potsherd Gate,
and preach there what I tell you.
3 "Say, 'Listen to GOD's Word, you kings
of Judah and people of Jerusalem! This
is the Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, the God of Israel. I'm about to
bring doom crashing down on this place.
Oh, and will ears ever ring!
4Doom--because they've walked off
and le me, and made this place strange
by worshiping strange gods, gods never
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heard of by them, their parents, or the
old kings of Judah. Doom--because they
have massacred innocent people.
5Doom--because they've built altars to
that no-god Baal, and burned their own
children alive in the fire as offerings to
Baal, an atrocity I never ordered, never
so much as hinted at!
6 "'And so it's pay day, and soon'--GOD's
Decree!--'this place will no longer
be known as Topheth or Valley of
Ben-hinnom, but Massacre Meadows.
7 I'm canceling all the plans Judah and
Jerusalem had for this place, and I'll have
them killed by their enemies. I'll stack
their dead bodies to be eaten by carrion
crows and wild dogs.
8 I'll turn this city into such a museum
of atroci es that anyone coming near
will be shocked speechless by the savage
brutality.
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9 The people will turn into cannibals.
Dehumanized by the pressure of the
enemy siege, they'll eat their own
children! Yes, they'll eat one another,
family and friends alike.'
10 "Say all this, and then smash the pot
in front of the men who have come with
you.
11 Then say, 'This is what GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies says: I'll smash this people
and this city like a man who smashes
a clay pot into so many pieces it can
never be put together again. They'll bury
bodies here in Topheth un l there's no
more room.
12And the whole city will become a
Topheth.
13 The city will be turned by people and
kings alike into a center for worshiping
the star gods and goddesses, turned
into an open grave, the whole city an
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open grave, s nking like a sewer, like
Topheth.'"
14 Then Jeremiah le Topheth, where
GOD had sent him to preach the sermon,
and took his stand in the court of GOD's
Temple and said to the people,
15 "This is the Message from GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies to you: 'Warning!
Danger! I'm bringing down on this city
and all the surrounding towns the doom
that I have pronounced. They're set in
their ways and won't budge. They refuse
to do a thing I say.'"

20 1 The priest Pashur son of Immer
was the senior priest in GOD's

Temple. He heard Jeremiah preach this
sermon.
2He whipped Jeremiah the prophet
and put him in the stocks at the Upper
Benjamin Gate of GOD's Temple.
3 The next day Pashur came and let
him go. Jeremiah told him, "GOD has
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a new name for you: not Pashur but
Danger-Everywhere,
4 because GOD says, 'You're a danger
to yourself and everyone around you.
All your friends are going to get killed
in ba le while you stand there and
watch. What's more, I'm turning all of
Judah over to the king of Babylon to do
whatever he likes with them--haul them
off into exile, kill them at whim.
5 Everything worth anything in this city,
property and possessions along with
everything in the royal treasury--I'm
handing it all over to the enemy. They'll
rummage through it and take what they
want back to Babylon.
6 "'And you, Pashur, you and everyone
in your family will be taken prisoner into
exile--that's right, exile in Babylon. You'll
die and be buried there, you and all your
cronies to whom you preached your
lies.'"
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7 You pushed me into this, GOD, and I
let you do it. You were too much for me.
And now I'm a public joke. They all poke
fun at me.
8 Every me I open my mouth I'm
shou ng, "Murder!" or "Rape!" And all I
get for my GOD-warnings are insults and
contempt.
9 But if I say, "Forget it! No more
GOD-Messages fromme!" The words are
fire in my belly, a burning in my bones.
I'm worn out trying to hold it in. I can't
do it any longer!
10 Then I hear whispering behind
my back: "There goes old 'Danger-
Everywhere.' Shut him up! Report him!"
Old friends watch, hoping I'll fall flat on
my face: "One misstep and we'll have
him. We'll get rid of him for good!"
11 But GOD, a most fierce warrior, is at
my side. Those who are a er me will
be sent sprawling--Slaps ck buffoons
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falling all over themselves, a spectacle of
humilia on no one will ever forget.
12Oh, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, no
one fools you. You see through everyone,
everything. I want to see you pay them
back for what they've done. I rest my
case with you.
13 Sing to GOD! All praise to GOD! He
saves the weak from the grip of the
wicked.
14 Curse the day I was born! The day my
mother bore me--a curse on it, I say!
15And curse the man who delivered the
news to my father: "You've got a new
baby--a boy baby!" (How happy it made
him.)
16 Let that birth no ce be blacked out,
deleted from the records, And the man
who brought it haunted to his death
with the bad news he brought.
17He should have killed me before I
was born, with that womb as my tomb,
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My mother pregnant for the rest of her
life with a baby dead in her womb.
18Why, oh why, did I ever leave that
womb? Life's been nothing but trouble
and tears, and what's coming is more of
the same.

21 1GOD's Message to Jeremiah
when King Zedekiah sent Pashur

son of Malkijah and the priest Zephaniah
son of Maaseiah to him with this
request:
2 "Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
has waged war against us. Pray to GOD
for us. Ask him for help. Maybe GOD
will intervene with one of his famous
miracles and make him leave."
3 But Jeremiah said, "Tell Zedekiah:
4 'This is the GOD of Israel's Message
to you: You can say good-bye to your
army, watch morale and weapons
flushed down the drain. I'm going to
personally lead the king of Babylon and
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the Chaldeans, against whom you're
figh ng so hard, right into the city itself.
5 I'm joining [their] side and figh ng
against [you], figh ng all-out, holding
nothing back. And in fierce anger.
6 I'm prepared to wipe out the
popula on of this city, people and
animals alike, in a raging epidemic.
7And then I will personally deliver
Zedekiah king of Judah, his princes,
and any survivors le in the city
who haven't died from disease, been
killed, or starved. I'll deliver them to
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon--yes,
hand them over to their enemies, who
have come to kill them. He'll kill them
ruthlessly, showing no mercy.'
8 "And then tell the people at large,
'GOD's Message to you is this: Listen
carefully. I'm giving you a choice: life or
death.
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9Whoever stays in this city will
die--either in ba le or by starva on
or disease. But whoever goes out and
surrenders to the Chaldeans who have
surrounded the city will live. You'll lose
everything--but not your life.
10 I'm determined to see this city
destroyed. I'm that angry with this place!
GOD's Decree. I'm going to give it to the
king of Babylon, and he's going to burn
it to the ground.'
11 "To the royal house of Judah, listen
to GOD's Message!
12House of David, listen--GOD's
Message to you: 'Start each day by
dealing with jus ce. Rescue vic ms from
their exploiters. Prevent fire--the fire of
my anger--for once it starts, it can't be
put out. Your evil regime is fuel for my
anger.
13Don't you realize that I'm against
you, yes, [against] you. You think you've
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got it made, all snug and secure. You say,
"Who can possibly get to us? Who can
crash our party?"
14Well, I can--and will! I'll punish your
evil regime. I'll start a fire that will rage
unchecked, burn everything in sight to
cinders.'"

22 1GOD's orders: "Go to the royal
palace and deliver this Message.

2 Say, 'Listen to what GOD says, O
King of Judah, you who sit on David's
throne--you and your officials and all
the people who go in and out of these
palace gates.
3 This is GOD's Message: A end to
ma ers of jus ce. Set things right
between people. Rescue vic ms from
their exploiters. Don't take advantage of
the homeless, the orphans, the widows.
Stop the murdering!
4 "'If you obey these commands, then
kings who follow in the line of David will
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con nue to go in and out of these palace
gates mounted on horses and riding in
chariots--they and their officials and the
ci zens of Judah.
5 But if you don't obey these commands,
then I swear--GOD's Decree!--this palace
will end up a heap of rubble.'"
6 This is GOD's verdict on Judah's
royal palace: "I number you among
my favorite places--like the lovely hills
of Gilead, like the soaring peaks of
Lebanon. Yet I swear I'll turn you into a
wasteland, as empty as a ghost town.
7 I'll hire a demoli on crew, well-
equipped with sledgehammers and
wrecking bars, Pound the country to a
pulp and burn it all up.
8 "Travelers from all over will come
through here and say to one another,
'Why would GOD do such a thing to this
wonderful city?'
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9 They'll be told, 'Because they walked
out on the covenant of their GOD, took
up with other gods and worshiped
them.'"
10Don't weep over dead King Josiah.
Don't waste your tears. Weep for his
exiled son: He's gone for good. He'll
never see home again.
11 For this is GOD's Word on Shallum
son of Josiah, who succeeded his father
as king of Judah: "He's gone from here,
gone for good.
12He'll die in the place they've taken
him to. He'll never see home again."
13 "Doom to him who builds palaces
but bullies people, who makes a fine
house but destroys lives, Who cheats his
workers and won't pay them for their
work,
14Who says, 'I'll build me an elaborate
mansion with spacious rooms and fancy
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windows. I'll bring in rare and expensive
woods and the latest in interior decor.'
15 So, that makes you a king--living in a
fancy palace? Your father got along just
fine, didn't he? He did what was right
and treated people fairly, And things
went well with him.
16He stuck up for the down-and-out,
And things went well for Judah. Isn't
this what it means to know me?" GOD's
Decree!
17 "But you're blind and brainless.
All you think about is yourself, Taking
advantage of the weak, bulldozing your
way, bullying vic ms."
18 This is God's epitaph on Jehoiakim
son of Josiah king of Judah: "Doom to
this man! Nobody will shed tears over
him, 'Poor, poor brother!' Nobody will
shed tears over him, 'Poor, poor master!'
19 They'll give him a donkey's funeral,
drag him out of the city and dump him.
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20 "People of Jerusalem, climb a
Lebanon peak and weep, climb a Bashan
mountain and wail, Climb the Abarim
ridge and cry--you've made a total mess
of your life.
21 I spoke to you when everything
was going your way. You said, 'I'm not
interested.' You've been that way as long
as I've known you, never listened to a
thing I said.
22All your leaders will be blown away,
all your friends end up in exile, And you'll
find yourself in the gu er, disgraced by
your evil life.
23 You big-city people thought you were
so important, thought you were 'king of
the mountain'! You're soon going to be
doubled up in pain, pain worse than the
pangs of childbirth.
24 "As sure as I am the living God"--
GOD's Decree--"even if you, Jehoiachin
son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were the
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signet ring on my right hand, I'd pull you
off
25 and give you to those who are out
to kill you, to Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon and the Chaldeans,
26 and then throw you, both you and
your mother, into a foreign country, far
from your place of birth. There you'll
both die.
27 "You'll be homesick, desperately
homesick, but you'll never get home
again."
28 Is Jehoiachin a leaky bucket, a
rusted-out pail good for nothing? Why
else would he be thrown away, he and
his children, thrown away to a foreign
place?
29O land, land, land, listen to GOD's
Message!
30 This is GOD's verdict: "Write this man
off as if he were childless, a man who
will never amount to anything. Nothing
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will ever come of his life. He's the end of
the line, the last of the kings.

23 1 "Doom to the shepherd-leaders
who butcher and sca er my

sheep!" GOD's Decree.
2 "So here is what I, GOD, Israel's God,
say to the shepherd-leaders who misled
my people: 'You've sca ered my sheep.
You've driven them off. You haven't kept
your eye on them. Well, let me tell you,
I'm keeping my eye on [you], keeping
track of your criminal behavior.
3 I'll take over and gather what's le
of my sheep, gather them in from all
the lands where I've driven them. I'll
bring them back where they belong, and
they'll recover and flourish.
4 I'll set shepherd-leaders over them
who will take good care of them. They
won't live in fear or panic anymore.
All the lost sheep rounded up!' GOD's
Decree."
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5 "Time's coming"--GOD's Decree--
"when I'll establish a truly righteous
David-Branch, A ruler who knows how to
rule justly. He'll make sure of jus ce and
keep people united.
6 In his me Judah will be secure
again and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name they'll give him:
'GOD-Who-Puts-Everything-Right.'
7 "So watch for this. The me's
coming"--GOD's Decree--"when no one
will say, 'As sure as GOD lives, the God
who brought the Israelites out of Egypt,'
8 but, 'As sure as GOD lives, the God
who brought the descendants of Israel
back from the north country and from
the other countries where he'd driven
them, so that they can live on their own
good earth.'"
9My head is reeling, my limbs are
limp, I'm staggering like a drunk, seeing
double from too much wine--And all
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because of GOD, because of his holy
words.
10Now for what GOD says regarding
the lying prophets: "Can you believe
it? A country teeming with adulterers!
faithless, promiscuous idolater-
adulterers! They're a curse on the
land. The land's a wasteland. Their
unfaithfulness is turning the country into
a cesspool,
11 Prophets and priests devoted to
desecra on. They have nothing to do
with me as their God. My very own
Temple, mind you--mud-spa ered with
their crimes." GOD's Decree.
12 "But they won't get by with it.
They'll find themselves on a slippery
slope, Careening into the darkness,
somersaul ng into the pitch-black dark.
I'll make them pay for their crimes. It will
be the Year of Doom." GOD's Decree.
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13 "Over in Samaria I saw prophets
ac ng like silly fools--shocking! They
preached using that no-god Baal for
a text, messing with the minds of my
people.
14And the Jerusalem prophets are even
worse--horrible!--sex-driven, living a lie,
Subsidizing a culture of wickedness, and
never giving it a second thought. They're
as bad as those wretches in old Sodom,
the degenerates of old Gomorrah."
15 So here's the Message to the
prophets from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "I'll cook them a supper of
maggoty meat with a er-dinner drinks
of strychnine. The Jerusalem prophets
are behind all this. They're the cause of
the godlessness pollu ng this country."
16A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "Don't listen to the sermons of
the prophets. It's all hot air. Lies, lies,
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and more lies. They make it all up. Not a
word they speak comes from me.
17 They preach their 'Everything Will
Turn Out Fine' sermon to congrega ons
with no taste for God, Their 'Nothing
Bad Will Ever Happen to You' sermon to
people who are set in their own ways.
18 "Have any of these prophets
bothered to meet with me, the true
GOD? bothered to take in what [I] have
to say? listened to and then [lived out]
my Word?
19 Look out! GOD's hurricane will be let
loose--my hurricane blast, Spinning the
heads of the wicked like tops!
20God's raging anger won't let up Un l
I've made a clean sweep, comple ng the
job I began. When the job's done, you'll
see that it's been well done.
21 "I never sent these prophets, but
they ran anyway. I never spoke to them,
but they preached away.
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22 If they'd have bothered to sit down
andmeet with me, they'd have preached
my Message to my people. They'd have
go en them back on the right track,
go en them out of their evil ruts.
23 "Am I not a God near at hand"--GOD's
Decree--"and not a God far off?
24 Can anyone hide out in a corner
where I can't see him?" GOD's Decree.
"Am I not present everywhere, whether
seen or unseen?" GOD's Decree.
25 "I know what they're saying, all these
prophets who preach lies using me as
their text, saying 'I had this dream! I had
this dream!'
26How long do I have to put up with
this? Do these prophets give two cents
about me as they preach their lies and
spew out their grandiose delusions?
27 They swap dreams with one another,
feed on each other's delusive dreams,
trying to distract my people fromme just
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as their ancestors were distracted by the
no-god Baal.
28 "You prophets who do nothing but
dream--go ahead and tell your silly
dreams. But you prophets who have
a message from me--tell it truly and
faithfully. What does straw have in
common with wheat? Nothing else is
like GOD's Decree.
29 Isn't my Message like fire?" GOD's
Decree. "Isn't it like a sledgehammer
bus ng a rock?
30 "I've had it with the 'prophets' who
get all their sermons secondhand from
each other.
31 Yes, I've had it with them. They make
up stuff and then pretend it's a real
sermon.
32 "Oh yes, I've had it with the prophets
who preach the lies they dream up,
spreading them all over the country,
ruining the lives of my people with their
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cheap and reckless lies. "I never sent
these prophets, never authorized a
single one of them. They do nothing for
this people--[nothing]!" GOD's Decree.
33 "And anyone, including prophets and
priests, who asks, 'What's GOD got to
say about all this, what's troubling him?'
tell him, 'You, you're the trouble, and I'm
ge ng rid of you.'" GOD's Decree.
34 "And if anyone, including prophets
and priests, goes around saying glibly
'GOD's Message! GOD's Message!' I'll
punish him and his family.
35 "Instead of claiming to know what
GOD says, ask ques ons of one another,
such as 'How do we understand GOD in
this?'
36 But don't go around pretending
to know it all, saying 'God told me
this...God told me that....'I don't want
to hear it anymore. Only the person I
authorize speaks for me. Otherwise, my
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Message gets twisted, the Message of
the living GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
37 "You can ask the prophets, 'How did
GOD answer you? What did he tell you?'
38 But don't pretend that you know all
the answers yourselves and talk like you
know it all. I'm telling you: Quit the 'God
told me this...God told me that...' kind of
talk.
39 "Are you paying a en on? You'd
be er, because I'm about to take you in
hand and throw you to the ground, you
and this en re city that I gave to your
ancestors. I've had it with the lot of you.
40 You're never going to live this down.
You're going down in history as a
disgrace."

24 1GOD showed me two baskets of
figs placed in front of the Temple

of GOD. This was a er Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon had taken Jehoiachin
son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from
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Jerusalem into exile in Babylon, along
with the leaders of Judah, the cra smen,
and the skilled laborers.
2 In one basket the figs were of the
finest quality, ripe and ready to eat. In
the other basket the figs were ro en, so
ro en they couldn't be eaten.
3GOD said to me, "Jeremiah, what do
you see?" "Figs," I said. "Excellent figs of
the finest quality, and also ro en figs, so
ro en they can't be eaten."
4 Then GOD told me,
5 "This is the Message from the GOD of
Israel: The exiles from here that I've sent
off to the land of the Babylonians are
like the good figs, and I'll make sure they
get good treatment.
6 I'll keep my eye on them so that their
lives are good, and I'll bring them back
to this land. I'll build them up, not tear
them down; I'll plant them, not uproot
them.
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7 "And I'll give them a heart to know
me, GOD. They'll be my people and I'll
be their God, for they'll have returned to
me with all their hearts.
8 "But like the ro en figs, so ro en they
can't be eaten, is Zedekiah king of Judah.
Ro en figs--that's how I'll treat him and
his leaders, along with the survivors here
and those down in Egypt.
9 I'll make them something that the
whole world will look on as disgus ng-
-repugnant outcasts, their names used
as curse words wherever in the world I
drive them.
10And I'll make sure they die like
flies--from war, starva on, disease,
whatever--un l the land I once gave to
them and their ancestors is completely
rid of them."

25 1 This is the Message given to
Jeremiah for all the people of

Judah. It came in the fourth year of
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Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah.
It was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon.
2 Jeremiah the prophet delivered the
Message to all the people of Judah and
ci zens of Jerusalem:
3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah
son of Amon king of Judah right up to
the present day--twenty-three years it's
been!--GOD's Word has come to me,
and from early each morning to late
every night I've passed it on to you. And
you haven't listened to a word of it!
4Not only that, but God also sent a
steady stream of prophets to you who
were just as persistent as me, and you
never listened.
5 They told you, "Turn back--right now,
each one of you!--from your evil way
of life and bad behavior, and live in the
land GOD gave you and your ancestors,
the land he intended to give you forever.
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6Don't follow the god-fads of the
day, taking up and worshiping these
no-gods. Don't make me angry with
your god-businesses, making and selling
gods--a dangerous business!
7 "You refused to listen to any of
this, and now I am really angry. These
god-making businesses of yours are your
doom."
8 The verdict of GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies on all this: "Because you have
refused to listen to what I've said,
9 I'm stepping in. I'm sending for the
armies out of the north headed by
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, my
servant in this, and I'm se ng them
on this land and people and even the
surrounding countries. I'm devo ng
the whole works to total destruc on--a
horror to top all the horrors in history.
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10And I'll banish every sound of joy--
singing, laughter, marriage fes vi es,
genial workmen, candlelit suppers.
11 The whole landscape will be one
vast wasteland. These countries will be
in subjec on to the king of Babylon for
seventy years.
12 "Once the seventy years is up, I'll
punish the king of Babylon and the
whole na on of Babylon for their sin.
Then [they'll] be the wasteland.
13 Everything that I said I'd do to
that country, I'll do--everything that's
wri en in this book, everything Jeremiah
preached against all the godless na ons.
14Many na ons and great kings will
make slaves of the Babylonians, paying
them back for everything they've done
to others. They won't get by with
anything." GOD's Decree.
15 This is a Message that the GOD of
Israel gave me: "Take this cup filled with
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the wine of my wrath that I'm handing to
you. Make all the na ons where I send
you drink it down.
16 They'll drink it and get drunk,
staggering in delirium because of the
killing that I'm going to unleash among
them."
17 I took the cup from GOD's hand and
made them drink it, all the na ons to
which he sent me:
18 Jerusalem and the towns of Judah,
along with their kings and leaders,
turning them into a vast wasteland, a
horror to look at, a cussword--which, in
fact, they now are;
19 Pharaoh king of Egypt with his
a endants and leaders,
20 plus all his people and the mel ng
pot of foreigners collected there; All the
kings of Uz; All the kings of the Philis nes
from Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and what's
le of Ashdod;
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21 Edom, Moab, and the Ammonites;
22All the kings of Tyre, Sidon, and the
coastlands across the sea;
23Dedan, Tema, Buz, and the nomads
on the fringe of the desert;
24All the kings of Arabia and the various
Bedouin sheiks and chie ains wandering
about in the desert;
25All the kings of Zimri, Elam, and the
Medes;
26All the kings from the north countries
near and far, one by one; All the
kingdoms on planet Earth... And the king
of Sheshak (that is, Babylon) will be the
last to drink.
27 "Tell them, 'These are orders from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of
Israel: Drink and get drunk and vomit.
Fall on your faces and don't get up again.
You're slated for a massacre.'
28 "If any of them refuse to take the
cup from you and drink it, say to them,
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'GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies has ordered
you to drink. So drink!
29 "'Prepare for the worst! I'm star ng
off the catastrophe in the city that I
claim as my own, so don't think you
are going to get out of it. No, you're
not ge ng out of anything. It's the
sword and nothing but the sword
against everyone everywhere!'" The
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies' Decree.
30 "Preach it all, Jeremiah. Preach the
en re Message to them. Say: "'GOD
roars like a lion from high heaven;
thunder rolls out from his holy dwelling-
-Ear-spli ng bellows against his people,
shou ng hurrahs like workers in harvest.
31 The noise reverberates all over the
earth; everyone everywhere hears it.
GOD makes his case against the godless
na ons. He's about to put the human
race on trial. For the wicked the verdict
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is clear-cut: death by the sword.'" GOD's
Decree.
32A Message from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies: "Prepare for the worst!
Doomsday! Disaster is spreading from
na on to na on. A huge storm is about
to rage all across planet Earth."
33 Laid end to end, those killed in GOD's
judgment that day will stretch from one
end of the earth to the other. No tears
will be shed and no burials conducted.
The bodies will be le where they fall,
like so much horse dung fer lizing the
fields.
34Wail, shepherds! Cry out for help!
Grovel in the dirt, you masters of
flocks! Time's up--you're slated for the
slaughterhouse, like a choice ram with
its throat cut.
35 There's no way out for the rulers, no
escape for those shepherds.
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36Hear that? Rulers crying for help,
shepherds of the flock wailing! GOD is
about to ravage their fine pastures.
37 The peaceful sheepfolds will be silent
with death, silenced by GOD's deadly
anger.
38God will come out into the open like
a lion leaping from its cover, And the
country will be torn to pieces, ripped
and ravaged by his anger.

26 1At the beginning of the reign of
Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of

Judah, this Message came from GOD to
Jeremiah:
2 "GOD's Message: Stand in the court
of GOD's Temple and preach to the
people who come from all over Judah to
worship in GOD's Temple. Say everything
I tell you to say to them. Don't hold
anything back.
3 Just maybe they'll listen and turn back
from their bad lives. Then I'll reconsider
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the disaster that I'm planning to bring on
them because of their evil behavior.
4 "Say to them, 'This is GOD's Message:
If you refuse to listen to me and live by
my teaching that I've revealed so plainly
to you,
5 and if you con nue to refuse to listen
to my servants the prophets that I
relessly keep on sending to you--but

you've never listened! Why would you
start now?
6 --then I'll make this Temple a pile of
ruins like Shiloh, and I'll make this city
nothing but a bad joke worldwide.'"
7 Everybody there--priests, prophets,
and people--heard Jeremiah preaching
this Message in the Temple of GOD.
8When Jeremiah had finished his
sermon, saying everything God had
commanded him to say, the priests and
prophets and people all grabbed him,
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yelling, "Death! You're going to die for
this!
9How dare you preach--and using
GOD's name!--saying that this Temple
will become a heap of rubble like Shiloh
and this city be wiped out without a
soul le in it!" All the people mobbed
Jeremiah right in the Temple itself.
10Officials from the royal court of Judah
were told of this. They le the palace
immediately and came to GOD's Temple
to inves gate. They held court on the
spot, at the New Gate entrance to GOD's
Temple.
11 The prophets and priests spoke
first, addressing the officials, but also
the people: "Death to this man! He
deserves nothing less than death! He
has preached against this city--you've
heard the evidence with your own ears."
12 Jeremiah spoke next, publicly
addressing the officials before the
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crowd: "GOD sent me to preach against
both this Temple and city everything
that's been reported to you.
13 So do something about it! Change the
way you're living, change your behavior.
Listen obediently to the Message of your
GOD. Maybe GOD will reconsider the
disaster he has threatened.
14 "As for me, I'm at your mercy--do
whatever you think is best.
15 But take warning: If you kill me,
you're killing an innocent man, and you
and the city and the people in it will be
liable. I didn't say any of this on my own.
GOD sent me and told me what to say.
You've been listening to [GOD] speak,
not Jeremiah."
16 The court officials, backed by the
people, then handed down their ruling
to the priests and prophets: "Acqui al.
No death sentence for this man. He has
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spoken to us with the authority of our
GOD."
17 Then some of the respected leaders
stood up and addressed the crowd:
18 "In the reign of Hezekiah king of
Judah, Micah of Moresheth preached to
the people of Judah this sermon: This
is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies' Message
for you: "'Because of people like you,
Zion will be turned back into farmland,
Jerusalem end up as a pile of rubble, and
instead of the Temple on the mountain,
a few scraggly scrub pines.'
19 "Did King Hezekiah or anyone else in
Judah kill Micah of Moresheth because
of that sermon? Didn't Hezekiah honor
him and pray for mercy from GOD? And
then didn't GOD call off the disaster he
had threatened? "Friends, we're at the
brink of bringing a terrible calamity upon
ourselves."
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20 (At another me there had been
a man, Uriah son of Shemaiah from
Kiriath-jearim, who had preached
similarly in the name of GOD. He
preached against this same city and
country just as Jeremiah did.
21When King Jehoiakim and his royal
court heard his sermon, they determined
to kill him. Uriah, afraid for his life, went
into hiding in Egypt.
22 King Jehoiakim sent Elnathan son of
Achbor with a posse of men a er him.
23 They brought him back from Egypt
and presented him to the king. And the
king had him killed. They dumped his
body unceremoniously outside the city.
24 But in Jeremiah's case, Ahikam son of
Shaphan stepped forward and took his
side, preven ng the mob from lynching
him.)

27 1 Early in the reign of Zedekiah
son of Josiah king of Judah,
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Jeremiah received this Message from
GOD:
2 "Make a harness and a yoke and then
harness yourself up.
3 Send a message to the kings of Edom,
Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon. Send
it through their ambassadors who have
come to Jerusalem to see Zedekiah king
of Judah.
4Give them this charge to take back to
their masters: 'This is a Message from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of
Israel. Tell your masters:
5 "'I'm the one who made the earth,
man and woman, and all the animals in
the world. I did it on my own without
asking anyone's help and I hand it out to
whomever I will.
6Here and now I give all these lands
over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon. I have made even the wild
animals subject to him.
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7All na ons will be under him, then
his son, and then his grandson. Then his
country's me will be up and the tables
will be turned: [Babylon] will be the
underdog servant.
8 But un l then, any na on or kingdom
that won't submit to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon must take the yoke of
the king of Babylon and harness up.
I'll punish that na on with war and
starva on and disease un l I've got
them where I want them.
9 "'So don't for a minute listen to all
your prophets and spiritualists and
fortunetellers, who claim to know the
future and who tell you not to give in to
the king of Babylon.
10 They're handing you a line of lies,
barefaced lies, that will end up pu ng
you in exile far from home. I myself will
drive you out of your lands, and that'll
be the end of you.
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11 But the na on that accepts the yoke
of the king of Babylon and does what he
says, I'll let that na on stay right where
it is, minding its own business.'"
12 Then I gave this same message
to Zedekiah king of Judah: "Harness
yourself up to the yoke of the king of
Babylon. Serve him and his people. Live
a long life!
13Why choose to get killed or starve to
death or get sick and die, which is what
GOD has threatened to any na on that
won't throw its lot in with Babylon?
14Don't listen to the prophets who
are telling you not to submit to the
king of Babylon. They're telling you lies,
preaching lies.
15GOD's Word on this is, 'I didn't send
those prophets, but they keep preaching
lies, claiming I sent them. If you listen to
them, I'll end up driving you out of here
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and that will be the end of you, both you
and the lying prophets.'"
16And finally I spoke to the priests
and the people at large: "This is GOD's
Message: Don't listen to the preaching of
the prophets who keep telling you, 'Trust
us: The furnishings, plundered from
GOD's Temple, are going to be returned
from Babylon any day now.' That's a lie.
17Don't listen to them. Submit to the
king of Babylon and live a long life. Why
do something that will destroy this city
and leave it a heap of rubble?
18 If they are real prophets and have
a Message from GOD, let them come
to GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies in prayer
so that the furnishings that are s ll le
in GOD's Temple, the king's palace, and
Jerusalem aren't also lost to Babylon.
19 That's because GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies has already spoken about the
Temple furnishings that remain--the
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pillars, the great bronze basin, the
stands, and all the other bowls and
chalices
20 that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
didn't take when he took Jehoiachin
son of Jehoiakim off to Babylonian exile
along with all the leaders of Judah and
Jerusalem.
21He said that the furnishings le
behind in the Temple of GOD and in the
royal palace and in Jerusalem
22will be taken off to Babylon and stay
there un l, in GOD's words, 'I take the
ma er up again and bring them back
where they belong.'"

28 1 Later that same year (it was in
the fi h month of King Zedekiah's

fourth year) Hananiah son of Azzur,
a prophet from Gibeon, confronted
Jeremiah in the Temple of GOD in front
of the priests and all the people who
were there.
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2Hananiah said: "This Message is
straight from GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
the God of Israel: 'I will most certainly
break the yoke of the king of Babylon.
3 Before two years are out I'll have all
the furnishings of GOD's Temple back
here, all the things that Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon plundered and hauled
off to Babylon.
4 I'll also bring back Jehoiachin son
of Jehoiakim king of Judah and all the
exiles who were taken off to Babylon.'
GOD's Decree. 'Yes, I will break the king
of Babylon's yoke. You'll no longer be in
harness to him.'"
5 Prophet Jeremiah stood up to Prophet
Hananiah in front of the priests and all
the people who were in GOD's Temple
that day.
6 Prophet Jeremiah said, "Wonderful!
Would that it were true--that GODwould
validate your preaching by bringing the
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Temple furnishings and all the exiles
back from Babylon.
7 But listen to me, listen closely. Listen
to what I tell both you and all the people
here today:
8 The old prophets, the ones before our
me, preached judgment against many

countries and kingdoms, warning of war
and disaster and plague.
9 So any prophet who preaches that
everything is just fine and there's
nothing to worry about stands out like
a sore thumb. We'll wait and see. If it
happens, it happens--and then we'll
know that GOD sent him."
10At that, Hananiah grabbed the yoke
from Jeremiah's shoulders and smashed
it.
11And then he addressed the people:
"This is GOD's Message: In just this
way I will smash the yoke of the king
of Babylon and get him off the neck of
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all the na ons--and within two years."
Jeremiah walked out.
12 Later, some me a er Hananiah had
smashed the yoke from off his shoulders,
Jeremiah received this Message from
GOD:
13 "Go back to Hananiah and tell him,
'This is GOD's Message: You smashed
the wooden yoke-bars; now you've got
iron yoke-bars.
14 This is a Message from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, Israel's own God: I've
put an iron yoke on all these na ons.
They're harnessed to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon. They'll do just what he
tells them. Why, I'm even pu ng him in
charge of the wild animals.'"
15 So prophet Jeremiah told prophet
Hananiah, "Hold it, Hananiah! GOD
never sent you. You've talked the whole
country into believing a pack of lies!
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16And so GOD says, 'You claim to be
sent? I'll send you all right--right off the
face of the earth! Before the year is out,
you'll be dead because you fomented
sedi on against GOD.'"
17 Prophet Hananiah died that very
year, in the seventh month.

29 1 This is the le er that the prophet
Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to

what was le of the elders among the
exiles, to the priests and prophets and
all the exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar had
taken to Babylon from Jerusalem,
2 including King Jehoiachin, the queen
mother, the government leaders, and all
the skilled laborers and cra smen.
3 The le er was carried by Elasah son of
Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah,
whom Zedekiah king of Judah had sent
to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. The
le er said:
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4 This is the Message from GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies, Israel's God, to all
the exiles I've taken from Jerusalem to
Babylon:
5 "Build houses and make yourselves
at home. "Put in gardens and eat what
grows in that country.
6 "Marry and have children. Encourage
your children to marry and have children
so that you'll thrive in that country and
not waste away.
7 "Make yourselves at home there and
work for the country's welfare. "Pray for
Babylon's well-being. If things go well for
Babylon, things will go well for you."
8 Yes. Believe it or not, this is the
Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, Israel's God: "Don't let all those
so-called preachers and know-it-alls who
are all over the place there take you in
with their lies. Don't pay any a en on to
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the fantasies they keep coming up with
to please you.
9 They're a bunch of liars preaching
lies--and claiming I sent them! I never
sent them, believe me." GOD's Decree!
10 This is GOD's Word on the subject:
"As soon as Babylon's seventy years are
up and not a day before, I'll show up and
take care of you as I promised and bring
you back home.
11 I know what I'm doing. I have it all
planned out--plans to take care of you,
not abandon you, plans to give you the
future you hope for.
12 "When you call on me, when you
come and pray to me, I'll listen.
13 "When you come looking for me,
you'll find me. "Yes, when you get
serious about finding me and want it
more than anything else,
14 I'll make sure you won't be
disappointed." GOD's Decree. "I'll turn
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things around for you. I'll bring you back
from all the countries into which I drove
you"--GOD's Decree--"bring you home
to the place from which I sent you off
into exile. You can count on it.
15 "But for right now, because you've
taken up with these newfangled
prophets who set themselves up as
'Babylonian specialists,' spreading the
word 'GOD sent them just for us!'
16GOD is se ng the record straight: As
for the king s ll si ng on David's throne
and all the people le in Jerusalem who
didn't go into exile with you, they're
facing bad mes.
17GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says,
'Watch this! Catastrophe is on the way:
war, hunger, disease! They're a barrel of
ro en apples.
18 I'll rid the country of them through
war and hunger and disease. The whole
world is going to hold its nose at the
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smell, shut its eyes at the horrible sight.
They'll end up in slum ghe os
19 because they wouldn't listen to a
thing I said when I sent my servant-
prophets preaching relessly and
urgently. No, they wouldn't listen to a
word I said.'" GOD's Decree.
20 "And you--you exiles whom I sent out
of Jerusalem to Babylon--listen to GOD's
Message to you.
21As far as Ahab son of Kolaiah
and Zedekiah son of Maaseiah are
concerned, the 'Babylonian specialists'
who are preaching lies in my name, I will
turn them over to Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, who will kill them while you
watch.
22 The exiles from Judah will take what
they see at the execu on and use it as
a curse: 'GOD fry you to a crisp like the
king of Babylon fried Zedekiah and Ahab
in the fire!'
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23 Those two men, sex predators and
prophet-impostors, got what they
deserved. They pulled every woman
they got their hands on into bed--their
neighbors' wives, no less--and preached
lies claiming it was my Message. I never
sent those men. I've never had anything
to do with them." GOD's Decree.
"They won't get away with a thing. I've
witnessed it all."
24And this is the Message for Shemaiah
the Nehelamite:
25 "GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God
of Israel, says: You took it on yourself
to send le ers to all the people in
Jerusalem and to the priest Zephaniah
son of Maaseiah and the company of
priests. In your le er you told Zephaniah
that
26GOD set you up as priest replacing
priest Jehoiadah. He's put you in
charge of GOD's Temple and made you



JEREMIAH 29 153
responsible for locking up any crazy
fellow off the street who takes it into his
head to be a prophet.
27 "So why haven't you done anything
about muzzling Jeremiah of Anathoth,
who's going around posing as a prophet?
28He's gone so far as to write to us in
Babylon, 'It's going to be a long exile,
so build houses and make yourselves
at home. Plant gardens and prepare
Babylonian recipes.'"
29 The priest Zephaniah read that le er
to the prophet Jeremiah.
30 Then GOD told Jeremiah,
31 "Send this Message to the exiles. Tell
them what GOD says about Shemaiah
the Nehelamite: Shemaiah is preaching
lies to you. I didn't send him. He is
seducing you into believing lies.
32 So this is GOD's verdict: I will punish
Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his whole
family. He's going to end up with nothing
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and no one. No one from his family will
be around to see any of the good that I
am going to do for my people because
he has preached rebellion against me."
GOD's Decree.

30 1 This is the Message Jeremiah
received from GOD:

2 "GOD's Message, the God of Israel:
'Write everything I tell you in a book.
3 "'Look. The me is coming when I will
turn everything around for my people,
both Israel and Judah. I, GOD, say so. I'll
bring them back to the land I gave their
ancestors, and they'll take up ownership
again.'"
4 This is the way GOD put it to Israel and
Judah:
5 "GOD's Message: "'Cries of panic
are being heard. The peace has been
sha ered.
6Ask around! Look around! Can men
bear babies? So why do I see all these
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he-men holding their bellies like women
in labor, Faces contorted, pale as death?
7 The blackest of days, no day like
it ever! A me of deep trouble for
Jacob--but he'll come out of it alive.
8 "'And then I'll enter the darkness. I'll
break the yoke from their necks, Cut
them loose from the harness. No more
slave labor to foreigners!
9 They'll serve their GOD and the
David-King I'll establish for them.
10 "'So fear no more, Jacob, dear
servant. Don't despair, Israel. Look up! I'll
save you out of faraway places, I'll bring
your children back from exile. Jacob will
come back and find life good, safe and
secure.
11 I'll be with you. I'll save you. I'll finish
off all the godless na ons Among which
I've sca ered you, but I won't finish you
off. I'll punish you, but fairly. I won't send
you off with just a slap on the wrist.'
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12 "This is GOD's Message: "'You're a
burned-out case, as good as dead.
13 Everyone has given up on you. You're
hopeless.
14All your fair-weather friends have
skipped town without giving you a
second thought. But I delivered the
knockout blow, a punishment you will
never forget, Because of the enormity of
your guilt, the endless list of your sins.
15 So why all this self-pity, licking your
wounds? You deserve all this, and more.
Because of the enormity of your guilt,
the endless list of your sins, I've done all
this to you.
16 "'Everyone who hurt you will be
hurt; your enemies will end up as slaves.
Your plunderers will be plundered; your
looters will become loot.
17As for you, I'll come with healing,
curing the incurable, Because they all
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gave up on you and dismissed you as
hopeless--that good-for-nothing Zion.'
18 "Again, GOD's Message: "'I'll
turn things around for Jacob. I'll
compassionately come in and rebuild
homes. The town will be rebuilt on its
old founda ons; the mansions will be
splendid again.
19 Thanksgivings will pour out of the
windows; laughter will spill through the
doors. Things will get be er and be er.
Depression days are over. They'll thrive,
they'll flourish. The days of contempt
will be over.
20 They'll look forward to having
children again, to being a community
in which I take pride. I'll punish anyone
who hurts them,
21 and their prince will come from their
own ranks. One of their own people shall
be their leader. Their ruler will come
from their own ranks. I'll grant him free
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and easy access to me. Would anyone
dare to do that on his own, to enter my
presence uninvited?' GOD's Decree.
22 "'And that's it: You'll be my very own
people, I'll be your very own God.'"
23 Look out! GOD's hurricane is let
loose, his hurricane blast, Spinning the
heads of the wicked like dust devils!
24God's raging anger won't let up Un l
he's made a clean sweep comple ng the
job he began. When the job's done you'll
see it's been well done.

31 1 "And when that happens"--
GOD's Decree--"it will be plain as

the sun at high noon: I'll be the God of
every man, woman, and child in Israel
and they shall be my very own people."
2 This is the way GOD put it: "They
found grace out in the desert, these
people who survived the killing. Israel,
out looking for a place to rest,
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3met God out looking for them!" GOD
told them, "I've never quit loving you
and never will. Expect love, love, and
more love!
4And so now I'll start over with you and
build you up again, dear virgin Israel.
You'll resume your singing, grabbing
tambourines and joining the dance.
5 You'll go back to your old work of
plan ng vineyards on the Samaritan
hillsides, And sit back and enjoy the
fruit--oh, how you'll enjoy those
harvests!
6 The me's coming when watchmen
will call out from the hilltops of Ephraim:
'On your feet! Let's go to Zion, go to
meet our GOD!'"
7Oh yes, GOD says so: "Shout for
joy at the top of your lungs for Jacob!
Announce the good news to the
number-one na on! Raise cheers! Sing
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praises. Say, 'GOD has saved his people,
saved the core of Israel.'
8 "Watch what comes next: "I'll bring
my people back from the north country
And gather them up from the ends of
the earth, gather those who've gone
blind And those who are lame and
limping, gather pregnant women, Even
the mothers whose birth pangs have
started, bring them all back, a huge
crowd!
9 "Watch them come! They'll come
weeping for joy as I take their hands
and lead them, Lead them to fresh
flowing brooks, lead them along smooth,
unclu ered paths. Yes, it's because
I'm Israel's Father and Ephraim's my
firstborn son!
10 "Hear this, na ons! GOD's Message!
Broadcast this all over the world! Tell
them, 'The One who sca ered Israel will
gather them together again. From now
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on he'll keep a careful eye on them, like
a shepherd with his flock.'
11 I, GOD, will pay a s ff ransom price
for Jacob; I'll free him from the grip of
the Babylonian bully.
12 The people will climb up Zion's slopes
shou ng with joy, their faces beaming
because of GOD's bounty--Grain and
wine and oil, flocks of sheep, herds
of ca le. Their lives will be like a
well-watered garden, never again le to
dry up.
13 Young women will dance and be
happy, young men and old men will
join in. I'll convert their weeping into
laughter, lavishing comfort, invading
their grief with joy.
14 I'll make sure that their priests get
three square meals a day and that my
people have more than enough.'" GOD's
Decree.
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15Again, GOD's Message: "Listen to
this! Laments coming out of Ramah, wild
and bi er weeping. It's Rachel weeping
for her children, Rachel refusing all
solace. Her children are gone, gone--long
gone into exile."
16 But GOD says, "Stop your incessant
weeping, hold back your tears. Collect
wages from your grief work." GOD's
Decree. "They'll be coming back home!
17 There's hope for your children."
GOD's Decree.
18 "I've heard the contri on of Ephraim.
Yes, I've heard it clearly, saying, 'You
trained me well. You broke me, a wild
yearling horse, to the saddle. Now put
me, trained and obedient, to use. You
are my GOD.
19A er those years of running loose,
I repented. A er you trained me to
obedience, I was ashamed of my past,
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my wild, unruly past. Humiliated, I beat
on my chest. Will I ever live this down?'
20 "Oh! Ephraim is my dear, dear son,
my child in whom I take pleasure! Every
me I men on his name, my heart bursts

with longing for him! Everything in me
cries out for him. So ly and tenderly I
wait for him." GOD's Decree.
21 "Set up signposts to mark your trip
home. Get a good map. Study the road
condi ons. The road out is the road
back. Come back, dear virgin Israel,
come back to your hometowns.
22How long will you flit here and there,
indecisive? How long before you make
up your fickle mind? GOD will create a
new thing in this land: A transformed
woman will embrace the transforming
GOD!"
23A Message from Israel's GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies: "When I've turned
everything around and brought my
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people back, the old expressions will be
heard on the streets: 'GOD bless you!'
...'O True Home!' ...'O Holy Mountain!'
24All Judah's people, whether in town
or country, will get along just fine with
each other.
25 I'll refresh red bodies; I'll restore
red souls.
26 Just then I woke up and looked
around--what a pleasant and sa sfying
sleep!
27 "Be ready. The me's coming"--GOD's
Decree--"when I will plant people and
animals in Israel and Judah, just as a
farmer plants seed.
28And in the same way that earlier I
relentlessly pulled up and tore down,
took apart and demolished, so now I am
s cking with them as they start over,
building and plan ng.
29 "When that me comes you won't
hear the old proverb anymore, Parents
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ate the green apples, their children got
the stomachache.
30 "No, each person will pay for his own
sin. You eat green apples, you're the one
who gets sick.
31 "That's right. The me is coming
when I will make a brand-new covenant
with Israel and Judah.
32 It won't be a repeat of the covenant
I made with their ancestors when I took
their hand to lead them out of the land
of Egypt. They broke that covenant even
though I did my part as their Master."
GOD's Decree.
33 "This is the brand-new covenant
that I will make with Israel when the
me comes. I will put my law within

them--write it on their hearts!--and be
their God. And they will be my people.
34 They will no longer go around se ng
up schools to teach each other about
GOD. They'll know me firsthand, the
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dull and the bright, the smart and the
slow. I'll wipe the slate clean for each
of them. I'll forget they ever sinned!"
GOD's Decree.
35GOD's Message, from the God who
lights up the day with sun and brightens
the night with moon and stars, Who
whips the ocean into a billowy froth,
whose name is GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies:
36 "If this ordered cosmos ever fell to
pieces, fell into chaos before me"--GOD's
Decree--"Then and only then might
Israel fall apart and disappear as a na on
before me."
37GOD's Message: "If the skies could be
measured with a yards ck and the earth
explored to its core, Then and only then
would I turn my back on Israel, disgusted
with all they've done." GOD's Decree.
38 "The me is coming"--it's GOD's
Decree--"when GOD's city will be rebuilt,
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rebuilt all the way from the Citadel of
Hanamel to the Corner Gate.
39 The master plan will extend west to
Gareb Hill and then around to Goath.
40 The whole valley to the south where
incinerated corpses are dumped--a
death valley if there ever was one!--and
all the terraced fields out to the Brook
Kidron on the east as far north as the
Horse Gate will be consecrated to me as
a holy place. "This city will never again
be torn down or destroyed."

32 1 The Message Jeremiah received
from GOD in the tenth year

of Zedekiah king of Judah. It was the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.
2At that me the army of the king of
Babylon was holding Jerusalem under
siege. Jeremiah was shut up in jail in the
royal palace.
3 Zedekiah, king of Judah, had locked
him up, complaining, "How dare you
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preach, saying, 'GOD says, I'm warning
you: I will hand this city over to the king
of Babylon and he will take it over.
4 Zedekiah king of Judah will be handed
over to the Chaldeans right along with
the city. He will be handed over to the
king of Babylon and forced to face the
music.
5He'll be hauled off to Babylon where
he'll stay un l I deal with him. GOD's
Decree. Fight against the Babylonians all
you want--it won't get you anywhere.'"
6 Jeremiah said, "GOD's Message came
to me like this:
7 Prepare yourself! Hanamel, your
uncle Shallum's son, is on his way to see
you. He is going to say, 'Buy my field in
Anathoth. You have the legal right to buy
it.'
8 "And sure enough, just as GOD had
said, my cousin Hanamel came to me
while I was in jail and said, 'Buy my field
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in Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin,
for you have the legal right to keep it in
the family. Buy it. Take it over.' "That did
it. I knew it was GOD's Message.
9 "So I bought the field at Anathoth
from my cousin Hanamel. I paid him
seventeen silver shekels.
10 I followed all the proper procedures:
In the presence of witnesses I wrote out
the bill of sale, sealed it, and weighed
out the money on the scales.
11 Then I took the deed of purchase--the
sealed copy that contained the contract
and its condi ons and also the open
copy--
12 and gave them to Baruch son of
Neriah, the son of Mahseiah. All this
took place in the presence of my cousin
Hanamel and the witnesses who had
signed the deed, as the Jews who were
at the jail that day looked on.
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13 "Then, in front of all of them, I told
Baruch,
14 'These are orders from GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies, the God of Israel:
Take these documents--both the sealed
and the open deeds--and put them for
safekeeping in a po ery jar.
15 For GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the
God of Israel, says, "Life is going to
return to normal. Homes and fields and
vineyards are again going to be bought
in this country."'
16 "And then, having handed over
the legal documents to Baruch son of
Neriah, I prayed to GOD,
17 'Dear GOD, my Master, you created
earth and sky by your great power--by
merely stretching out your arm! There is
nothing you can't do.
18 You're loyal in your steadfast love to
thousands upon thousands--but you also
make children live with the fallout from
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their parents' sins. Great and powerful
God, named GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
19 determined in purpose and relentless
in following through, you see everything
that men and women do and respond
appropriately to the way they live, to the
things they do.
20 "'You performed signs and wonders
in the country of Egypt and con nue
to do so right into the present, right
here in Israel and everywhere else, too.
You've made a reputa on for yourself
that doesn't diminish.
21 You brought your people Israel out
of Egypt with signs and wonders--a
powerful deliverance!--by merely
stretching out your arm.
22 You gave them this land and solemnly
promised to their ancestors a boun ful
and fer le land.
23 But when they entered the land and
took it over, they didn't listen to you.
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They didn't do what you commanded.
They wouldn't listen to a thing you told
them. And so you brought this disaster
on them.
24 "'Oh, look at the siege ramps already
set in place to take the city. Killing
and starva on and disease are on our
doorstep. The Babylonians are a acking!
The Word you spoke is coming to
pass--it's daily news!
25And yet you, GOD, the Master, even
though it is certain that the city will be
turned over to the Babylonians, also told
me, Buy the field. Pay for it in cash. And
make sure there are witnesses.'"
26 Then GOD's Message came again to
Jeremiah:
27 "Stay alert! I am GOD, the God of
everything living. Is there anything I
can't do?
28 So listen to GOD's Message: No
doubt about it, I'm handing this city over
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to the Babylonians and Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon. He'll take it.
29 The a acking Chaldeans will break
through and burn the city down: All
those houses whose roofs were used
as altars for offerings to Baal and the
worship of who knows how many other
gods provoked me.
30 It isn't as if this were the first me
they had provoked me. The people of
Israel and Judah have been doing this for
a long me--doing what I hate, making
me angry by the way they live." GOD's
Decree.
31 "This city has made me angry from
the day they built it, and now I've had
my fill. I'm destroying it. I can't stand to
look any longer
32 at the wicked lives of the people of
Israel and Judah, deliberately making me
angry, the whole lot of them--kings and
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leaders and priests and preachers, in the
country and in the city.
33 They've turned their backs on me--
won't even look me in the face!--even
though I took great pains to teach them
how to live. They refused to listen,
refused to be taught.
34Why, they even set up obscene god
and goddess statues in the Temple built
in my honor--an outrageous desecra on!
35And then they went out and built
shrines to the god Baal in the valley
of Hinnom, where they burned their
children in sacrifice to the god Molech--I
can hardly conceive of such evil!--turning
the whole country into one huge act of
sin.
36 "But there is also this Message from
me, the GOD of Israel, to this city of
which you have said, 'In killing and
starva on and disease this city will be
delivered up to the king of Babylon':
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37 "'Watch for this! I will collect them
from all the countries to which I will
have driven them in my anger and rage
and indigna on. Yes, I'll bring them all
back to this place and let them live here
in peace.
38 They will be my people, I will be their
God.
39 I'll make them of one mind and heart,
always honoring me, so that they can
live good and whole lives, they and their
children a er them.
40What's more, I'll make a covenant
with them that will last forever, a
covenant to s ck with them no ma er
what, and work for their good. I'll fill
their hearts with a deep respect for me
so they'll not even [think] of turning
away from me.
41 "'Oh how I'll rejoice in them! Oh how
I'll delight in doing good things for them!
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Heart and soul, I'll plant them in this
country and keep them here!'
42 "Yes, this is GOD's Message: 'I will
certainly bring this huge catastrophe
on this people, but I will also usher in a
wonderful life of prosperity. I promise.
43 Fields are going to be bought
here again, yes, in this very country
that you assume is going to end up
desolate--gone to the dogs, unlivable,
wrecked by the Babylonians.
44 Yes, people will buy farms again, and
legally, with deeds of purchase, sealed
documents, proper witnesses--and right
here in the territory of Benjamin, and in
the area around Jerusalem, around the
villages of Judah and the hill country,
the Shephelah and the Negev. I will
restore everything that was lost.' GOD's
Decree."
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33 1While Jeremiah was s ll locked
up in jail, a second Message from

GOD was given to him:
2 "This is GOD's Message, the God who
made earth, made it livable and las ng,
known everywhere as [GOD]:
3 'Call to me and I will answer you. I'll
tell you marvelous and wondrous things
that you could never figure out on your
own.'
4 "This is what GOD, the God of Israel,
has to say about what's going on in this
city, about the homes of both people
and kings that have been demolished,
about all the ravages of war
5 and the killing by the Chaldeans, and
about the streets li ered with the dead
bodies of those killed because of my
raging anger--about all that's happened
because the evil ac ons in this city have
turned my stomach in disgust.



JEREMIAH 33 178
6 "But now take another look. I'm going
to give this city a thorough renova on,
working a true healing inside and out.
I'm going to show them life whole, life
brimming with blessings.
7 I'll restore everything that was lost to
Judah and Jerusalem. I'll build everything
back as good as new.
8 I'll scrub them clean from the dirt
they've done against me. I'll forgive
everything they've done wrong, forgive
all their rebellions.
9And Jerusalem will be a center of joy
and praise and glory for all the countries
on earth. They'll get reports on all the
good I'm doing for her. They'll be in awe
of the blessings I am pouring on her.
10 "Yes, GOD's Message: 'You're going
to look at this place, these empty and
desolate towns of Judah and streets
of Jerusalem, and say, "A wasteland.
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Unlivable. Not even a dog could live
here."
11 But the me is coming when you're
going to hear laughter and celebra on,
marriage fes vi es, people exclaiming,
"Thank GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. He's
so good! His love never quits," as they
bring thank offerings into GOD's Temple.
I'll restore everything that was lost in
this land. I'll make everything as good as
new.' I, GOD, say so.
12 "GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says: 'This
coming desola on, unfit for even a stray
dog, is once again going to become a
pasture for shepherds who care for their
flocks.
13 You'll see flocks everywhere--in
the mountains around the towns of
the Shephelah and Negev, all over the
territory of Benjamin, around Jerusalem
and the towns of Judah--flocks under
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the care of shepherds who keep track of
each sheep.' GOD says so.
14 "'Watch for this: The me is coming'-
-GOD's Decree--'when I will keep the
promise I made to the families of Israel
and Judah.
15When that me comes, I will make
a fresh and true shoot sprout from the
David-Tree. He will run this country
honestly and fairly. He will set things
right.
16 That's when Judah will be secure and
Jerusalem live in safety. The mo o for
the city will be, "GOD Has Set Things
Right for Us."
17GOD has made it clear that there will
always be a descendant of David ruling
the people of Israel
18 and that there will always be Levi cal
priests on hand to offer burnt offerings,
present grain offerings, and carry on the
sacrificial worship in my honor.'"
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19GOD's Message to Jeremiah:
20 "GOD says, 'If my covenant with day
and my covenant with night ever fell
apart so that day and night became
haphazard and you never knew which
was coming and when,
21 then and only then would my
covenant with my servant David fall
apart and his descendants no longer
rule. The same goes for the Levi cal
priests who serve me.
22 Just as you can't number the stars
in the sky nor measure the sand on the
seashore, neither will you be able to
account for the descendants of David my
servant and the Levites who serve me.'"
23GOD's Message to Jeremiah:
24 "Have you heard the saying that's
making the rounds: 'The two families
GOD chose, Israel and Judah, he
disowned'? And have you no ced that
my people are treated with contempt,
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with rumors afoot that there's nothing
to them anymore?
25 "Well, here's GOD's response: 'If my
covenant with day and night wasn't in
working order, if sky and earth weren't
func oning the way I set them going,
26 then, but only then, you might think
I had disowned the descendants of
Jacob and of my servant David, and
that I wouldn't set up any of David's
descendants over the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But as it is, I
will give them back everything they've
lost. The last word is, I will have mercy
on them.'"

34 1GOD's Message to Jeremiah at
the me King Nebuchadnezzar of

Babylon mounted an all-out a ack on
Jerusalem and all the towns around it
with his armies and allies and everyone
he could muster:
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2 "I, GOD, the God of Israel, direct you
to go and tell Zedekiah king of Judah:
'This is GOD's Message. Listen to me. I
am going to hand this city over to the
king of Babylon, and he is going to burn
it to the ground.
3And don't think you'll get away. You'll
be captured and be his prisoner. You will
have a personal confronta on with the
king of Babylon and be taken off with
him, cap ve, to Babylon.
4 "'But listen, O Zedekiah king of Judah,
to the rest of the Message of GOD. You
won't be killed.
5 You'll die a peaceful death. They
will honor you with funeral rites as
they honored your ancestors, the kings
who preceded you. They will properly
mourn your death, weeping, "Master,
master!" This is a solemn promise. GOD's
Decree.'"
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6 The prophet Jeremiah gave this
Message to Zedekiah king of Judah in
Jerusalem, gave it to him word for word.
7 It was at the very me that the king
of Babylon was moun ng his all-out
a ack on Jerusalem and whatever ci es
in Judah that were s ll standing--only
Lachish and Azekah, as it turned out
(they were the only for fied ci es le in
Judah).
8GOD delivered a Message to Jeremiah
a er King Zedekiah made a covenant
with the people of Jerusalem to decree
freedom
9 to the slaves who were Hebrews,
both men and women. The covenant
s pulated that no one in Judah would
own a fellow Jew as a slave.
10All the leaders and people who had
signed the covenant set free the slaves,
men and women alike.
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11 But a li le while later, they reneged
on the covenant, broke their promise
and forced their former slaves to become
slaves again.
12 Then Jeremiah received this Message
from GOD:
13 "GOD, the God of Israel, says, 'I made
a covenant with your ancestors when
I delivered them out of their slavery in
Egypt. At the me I made it clear:
14 "At the end of seven years, each of
you must free any fellow Hebrew who
has had to sell himself to you. A er he
has served six years, set him free." But
your ancestors totally ignored me.
15 "'And now, [you]--what have you
done? First you turned back to the
right way and did the right thing,
decreeing freedom for your brothers
and sisters--and you made it official in a
solemn covenant in my Temple.
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16And then you turned right around
and broke your word, making a mockery
of both me and the covenant, and made
them all slaves again, these men and
women you'd just set free. You forced
them back into slavery.
17 "'So here is what I, GOD, have to say:
You have not obeyed me and set your
brothers and sisters free. Here is what
I'm going to do: I'm going to set [you]
free--GOD's Decree--free to get killed in
war or by disease or by starva on. I'll
make you a spectacle of horror. People
all over the world will take one look at
you and shudder.
18 Everyone who violated my covenant,
who didn't do what was solemnly
promised in the covenant ceremony
when they split the young bull into two
halves and walked between them,
19 all those people that day who
walked between the two halves of the
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bull--leaders of Judah and Jerusalem,
palace officials, priests, and all the rest
of the people--
20 I'm handing the lot of them over to
their enemies who are out to kill them.
Their dead bodies will be carrion food
for vultures and stray dogs.
21 "'As for Zedekiah king of Judah and
his palace staff, I'll also hand them over
to their enemies, who are out to kill
them. The army of the king of Babylon
has pulled back for a me,
22 but not for long, for I'm going to issue
orders that will bring them back to this
city. They'll a ack and take it and burn it
to the ground. The surrounding ci es of
Judah will fare no be er. I'll turn them
into ghost towns, unlivable and unlived
in.'" GOD's Decree.

35 1 The Message that Jeremiah
received from GOD ten years
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earlier, during the me of Jehoiakim son
of Josiah king of Israel:
2 "Go visit the Recabite community.
Invite them to meet with you in one of
the rooms in GOD's Temple. And serve
them wine."
3 So I went and got Jaazaniah son of
Jeremiah, son of Habazziniah, along with
all his brothers and sons--the whole
community of the Recabites as it turned
out--
4 and brought them to GOD's Temple
and to the mee ng room of Hanan son
of Igdaliah, a man of God. It was next to
the mee ng room of the Temple officials
and just over the apartment of Maaseiah
son of Shallum, who was in charge of
Temple affairs.
5 Then I set out chalices and pitchers
of wine for the Recabites and said, "A
toast! Drink up!"
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6 But they wouldn't do it. "We don't
drink wine," they said. "Our ancestor
Jonadab son of Recab commanded us,
'You are not to drink wine, you or your
children, ever.
7Neither shall you build houses or
se le down, plan ng fields and gardens
and vineyards. Don't own property. Live
in tents as nomads so that you will live
well and prosper in a wandering life.'
8 "And we've done it, done everything
Jonadab son of Recab commanded. We
and our wives, our sons and daughters,
drink no wine at all.
9We don't build houses. We don't have
vineyards or fields or gardens.
10We live in tents as nomads. We've
listened to our ancestor Jonadab and
we've done everything he commanded
us.
11 "But when Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon invaded our land, we said, 'Let's
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go to Jerusalem and get out of the path
of the Chaldean and Aramean armies,
find ourselves a safe place.' That's why
we're living in Jerusalem right now."
12 Then Jeremiah received this Message
from GOD:
13 "GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God
of Israel, wants you to go tell the people
of Judah and the ci zens of Jerusalem
that I say, 'Why won't you learn your
lesson and do what I tell you?' GOD's
Decree.
14 'The commands of Jonadab son of
Recab to his sons have been carried
out to the le er. He told them not to
drink wine, and they haven't touched
a drop to this very day. They honored
and obeyed their ancestor's command.
But look at you! I have gone to a lot of
trouble to get your a en on, and you've
ignored me.
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15 I sent prophet a er prophet to you,
all of them my servants, to tell you from
early morning to late at night to change
your life, make a clean break with your
evil past and do what is right, to not take
up with every Tom, Dick, and Harry of a
god that comes down the pike, but se le
down and be faithful in this country I
gave your ancestors. "'And what do I get
from you? Deaf ears.
16 The descendants of Jonadab son of
Recab carried out to the le er what their
ancestor commanded them, but this
people ignores me.'
17 "So here's what is going to happen.
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of
Israel, says, 'I will bring calamity down
on the heads of the people of Judah and
Jerusalem--the very calamity I warned
you was coming--because you turned
a deaf ear when I spoke, turned your
backs when I called.'"
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18 Then, turning to the Recabite
community, Jeremiah said, "And this is
what GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God
of Israel, says to you: Because you have
done what Jonadab your ancestor told
you, obeyed his commands and followed
through on his instruc ons,
19 receive this Message from GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies, the God of Israel:
There will always be a descendant of
Jonadab son of Recab at my service!
Always!'"

36 1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim
son of Josiah king of Judah,

Jeremiah received this Message from
GOD:
2 "Get a scroll and write down
everything I've told you regarding Israel
and Judah and all the other na ons from
the me I first started speaking to you in
Josiah's reign right up to the present day.
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3 "Maybe the community of Judah
will finally get it, finally understand the
catastrophe that I'm planning for them,
turn back from their bad lives, and let
me forgive their perversity and sin."
4 So Jeremiah called in Baruch son of
Neriah. Jeremiah dictated and Baruch
wrote down on a scroll everything that
GOD had said to him.
5 Then Jeremiah told Baruch, "I'm
blacklisted. I can't go into GOD's Temple,
6 so you'll have to go in my place. Go
into the Temple and read everything
you've wri en at my dicta on. Wait for
a day of fas ng when everyone is there
to hear you. And make sure that all
the people who come from the Judean
villages hear you.
7 "Maybe, just maybe, they'll start
praying and GOD will hear their prayers.
Maybe they'll turn back from their bad
lives. This is no light ma er. GOD has
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certainly let them know how angry he
is!"
8 Baruch son of Neriah did everything
Jeremiah the prophet told him to do. In
the Temple of GOD he read the Message
of GOD from the scroll.
9 It came about in December of the fi h
year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of
Judah that all the people of Jerusalem,
along with all the people from the
Judean villages, were there in Jerusalem
to observe a fast to GOD.
10 Baruch took the scroll to the Temple
and read out publicly the words of
Jeremiah. He read from the mee ng
room of Gemariah son of Shaphan the
secretary of state, which was in the
upper court right next to the New Gate
of GOD's Temple. Everyone could hear
him.
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11 The moment Micaiah the son of
Gemariah heard what was being read
from the scroll--GOD's Message!--
12 he went straight to the palace and
to the chambers of the secretary of
state where all the government officials
were holding a mee ng: Elishama the
secretary, Delaiah son of Shemaiah,
Elnathan son of Achbor, Gemariah son of
Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and
all the other government officials.
13Micaiah reported everything he had
heard Baruch read from the scroll as the
officials listened.
14 Immediately they dispatched Jehudi
son of Nethaniah, son of Semaiah, son of
Cushi, to Baruch, ordering him, "Take the
scroll that you have read to the people
and bring it here." So Baruch went and
retrieved the scroll.
15 The officials told him, "Sit down.
Read it to us, please." Baruch read it.
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16When they had heard it all, they were
upset. They talked it over. "We've got to
tell the king all this."
17 They asked Baruch, "Tell us, how did
you come to write all this? Was it at
Jeremiah's dicta on?"
18 Baruch said, "That's right. Every word
right from his own mouth. And I wrote it
down, word for word, with pen and ink."
19 The government officials told Baruch,
"You need to get out of here. Go into
hiding, you and Jeremiah. Don't let
anyone know where you are!"
20 The officials went to the court of the
palace to report to the king, having put
the scroll for safekeeping in the office of
Elishama the secretary of state.
21 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll.
He brought it from the office of Elishama
the secretary. Jehudi then read it to the
king and the officials who were in the
king's service.
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22 It was December. The king was
si ng in his winter quarters in front of a
charcoal fire.
23A er Jehudi would read three or
four columns, the king would cut them
off the scroll with his pocketknife and
throw them in the fire. He con nued in
this way un l the en re scroll had been
burned up in the fire.
24Neither the king nor any of his
officials showed the slightest twinge
of conscience as they listened to the
messages read.
25 Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah
tried to convince the king not to burn
the scroll, but he brushed them off.
26He just plowed ahead and ordered
Prince Jerahameel, Seraiah son of Azriel,
and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest
Jeremiah the prophet and his secretary
Baruch. But GOD had hidden them away.
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27A er the king had burned the scroll
that Baruch had wri en at Jeremiah's
dicta on, Jeremiah received this
Message from GOD:
28 "Get another blank scroll and do it
all over again. Write out everything that
was in that first scroll that Jehoiakim
king of Judah burned up.
29 "And send this personal message
to Jehoiakim king of Judah: 'GOD says,
You had the gall to burn this scroll and
then the nerve to say, "What kind of
nonsense is this wri en here--that the
king of Babylon will come and destroy
this land and kill everything in it?"
30 "'Well, do you want to know what
GOD says about Jehoiakim king of
Judah? This: No descendant of his will
ever rule from David's throne. His corpse
will be thrown in the street and le
unburied, exposed to the hot sun and
the freezing night.
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31 I will punish him and his children and
the officials in his government for their
blatant sin. I'll let loose on them and
everyone in Jerusalem the doomsday
disaster of which I warned them but
they spit at.'"
32 So Jeremiah went and got another
scroll and gave it to Baruch son of Neriah,
his secretary. At Jeremiah's dicta on
he again wrote down everything that
Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned
in the fire. There were also generous
addi ons, but of the same kind of thing.

37 1 King Zedekiah son of Josiah, a
puppet king set on the throne by

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon in the
land of Judah, was now king in place of
Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim.
2 But neither he nor his officials nor the
people themselves paid a bit of a en on
to the Message GOD gave by Jeremiah
the prophet.
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3However, King Zedekiah sent Jehucal
son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the
priest, son of Maaseiah, to Jeremiah
the prophet, saying, "Pray for us--pray
hard!--to the Master, our GOD."
4 Jeremiah was s ll moving about freely
among the people in those days. This
was before he had been put in jail.
5 Pharaoh's army was marching up from
Egypt. The Chaldeans figh ng against
Jerusalem heard that the Egyp ans were
coming and pulled back.
6 Then Jeremiah the prophet received
this Message from GOD:
7 "I, the GOD of Israel, want you to
give this Message to the king of Judah,
who has just sent you to me to find out
what he should do. Tell him, 'Get this:
Pharaoh's army, which is on its way to
help you, isn't going to s ck it out. No
sooner will they get here than they'll
leave and go home to Egypt.
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8And then the Babylonians will come
back and resume their a ack, capture
this city and burn it to the ground.
9 I, GOD, am telling you: Don't kid
yourselves, reassuring one another, "The
Babylonians will leave in a few days." I
tell you, they aren't leaving.
10Why, even if you defeated the en re
a acking Chaldean army and all that was
le were a few wounded soldiers in their
tents, the wounded would s ll do the
job and burn this city to the ground.'"
11When the Chaldean army pulled back
from Jerusalem,
12 Jeremiah le Jerusalem to go over to
the territory of Benjamin to take care of
some personal business.
13When he got to the Benjamin Gate,
the officer on guard there, Irijah son of
Shelemiah, son of Hananiah, grabbed
Jeremiah the prophet, accusing him,
"You're deser ng to the Chaldeans!"
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14 "That's a lie," protested Jeremiah.
"I wouldn't think of deser ng to the
Chaldeans." But Irijah wouldn't listen to
him. He arrested him and took him to
the police.
15 The police were furious with
Jeremiah. They beat him up and threw
him into jail in the house of Jonathan the
secretary of state. (They were using the
house for a prison cell.)
16 So Jeremiah entered an underground
cell in a cistern turned into a dungeon.
He stayed there a long me.
17 Later King Zedekiah had Jeremiah
brought to him. The king ques oned
him privately, "Is there a Message
from GOD?" "There certainly is," said
Jeremiah. "You're going to be turned
over to the king of Babylon."
18 Jeremiah con nued speaking to King
Zedekiah: "Can you tell me why you
threw me into prison? What crime did I
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commit against you or your officials or
this people?
19And tell me, whatever has become of
your prophets who preached all those
sermons saying that the king of Babylon
would never a ack you or this land?
20 Listen to me, please, my master--my
king! Please don't send me back to that
dungeon in the house of Jonathan the
secretary. I'll die there!"
21 So King Zedekiah ordered that
Jeremiah be assigned to the courtyard of
the palace guards. He was given a loaf of
bread from Bakers' Alley every day un l
all the bread in the city was gone. And
that's where Jeremiah remained--in the
courtyard of the palace guards.

38 1 Shapha ah son of Ma an,
Gedaliah son of Pashur, Jehucal

son of Shelemiah, and Pashur son of
Malkijah heard what Jeremiah was
telling the people, namely:
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2 "This is GOD's Message: 'Whoever
stays in this town will die--will be killed
or starve to death or get sick and die. But
those who go over to the Babylonians
will save their necks and live.'
3 "And, GOD's sure Word: 'This city is
des ned to fall to the army of the king of
Babylon. He's going to take it over.'"
4 These officials told the king, "Please,
kill this man. He's got to go! He's ruining
the resolve of the soldiers who are s ll
le in the city, as well as the people
themselves, by spreading these words.
This man isn't looking a er the good of
this people. He's trying to ruin us!"
5 King Zedekiah caved in: "If you say so.
Go ahead, handle it your way. You're too
much for me."
6 So they took Jeremiah and threw him
into the cistern of Malkijah the king's
son that was in the courtyard of the
palace guard. They lowered him down
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with ropes. There wasn't any water in
the cistern, only mud. Jeremiah sank
into the mud.
7 Ebed-melek the Ethiopian, a court
official assigned to the royal palace,
heard that they had thrown Jeremiah
into the cistern. While the king was
holding court in the Benjamin Gate,
8 Ebed-melek went immediately from
the palace to the king and said,
9 "My master, O king--these men are
commi ng a great crime in what they're
doing, throwing Jeremiah the prophet
into the cistern and leaving him there to
starve. He's as good as dead. There isn't
a scrap of bread le in the city."
10 So the king ordered Ebed-melek
the Ethiopian, "Get three men and pull
Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern
before he dies."
11 Ebed-melek got three men and went
to the palace wardrobe and got some
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scraps of old clothing, which they ed
together and lowered down with ropes
to Jeremiah in the cistern.
12 Ebed-melek the Ethiopian called
down to Jeremiah, "Put these scraps
of old clothing under your armpits and
around the ropes." Jeremiah did what
he said.
13And so they pulled Jeremiah up out
of the cistern by the ropes. But he was
s ll confined in the courtyard of the
palace guard.
14 Later, King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah
the prophet and had him brought to the
third entrance of the Temple of GOD.
The king said to Jeremiah, "I'm going to
ask you something. Don't hold anything
back from me."
15 Jeremiah said, "If I told you the whole
truth, you'd kill me. And no ma er what
I said, you wouldn't pay any a en on
anyway."
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16 Zedekiah swore to Jeremiah right
there, but in secret, "As sure as GOD
lives, who gives us life, I won't kill you,
nor will I turn you over to the men who
are trying to kill you."
17 So Jeremiah told Zedekiah, "This is
the Message from GOD, GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, the God of Israel: 'If you
will turn yourself over to the generals of
the king of Babylon, you will live, this city
won't be burned down, and your family
will live.
18 But if you don't turn yourself over
to the generals of the king of Babylon,
this city will go into the hands of the
Chaldeans and they'll burn it down. And
don't for a minute think there's any
escape for you.'"
19 King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "But
I'm afraid of the Judeans who have
already deserted to the Chaldeans. If
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they get hold of me, they'll rough me up
good."
20 Jeremiah assured him, "They won't
get hold of you. Listen, please. Listen to
GOD's voice. I'm telling you this for your
own good so that you'll live.
21 But if you refuse to turn yourself
over, this is what GOD has shown me will
happen:
22 Picture this in your mind--all the
women s ll le in the palace of the
king of Judah, led out to the officers of
the king of Babylon, and as they're led
out they are saying: "'They lied to you
and did you in, those so-called friends
of yours; And now you're stuck, about
knee-deep in mud, and your "friends,"
where are they now?'
23 "They'll take all your wives and
children and give them to the Chaldeans.
And you, don't think you'll get out of
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this--the king of Babylon will seize you
and then burn this city to the ground."
24 Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "Don't let
anyone know of this conversa on, if you
know what's good for you.
25 If the government officials get wind
that I've been talking with you, they
may come and say, 'Tell us what went
on between you and the king, what you
said and what he said. Hold nothing back
and we won't kill you.'
26 If this happens, tell them, 'I presented
my case to the king so that he wouldn't
send me back to the dungeon of
Jonathan to die there.'"
27And sure enough, all the officials
came to Jeremiah and asked him. He
responded as the king had instructed. So
they quit asking. No one had overheard
the conversa on
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28 Jeremiah lived in the courtyard of
the palace guards un l the day that
Jerusalem was captured.

39 1 In the ninth year and tenth
month of Zedekiah king of Judah,

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
with his en re army and laid siege to
Jerusalem.
2 In the eleventh year and fourth
month, on the ninth day of Zedekiah's
reign, they broke through into the city.
3All the officers of the king of Babylon
came and set themselves up as a ruling
council from the Middle Gate: Nergal-
sharezer of Simmagar, Nebushazban the
Rabsaris, Nergal-sharezer the Rabmag,
along with all the other officials of the
king of Babylon.
4When Zedekiah king of Judah and his
remaining soldiers saw this, they ran
for their lives. They slipped out at night
on a path in the king's garden through
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the gate between two walls and headed
for the wilderness, toward the Jordan
Valley.
5 The Babylonian army chased them
and caught Zedekiah in the wilderness
of Jericho. They seized him and took
him to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
at Riblah in the country of Hamath.
Nebuchadnezzar decided his fate.
6 The king of Babylon killed all the sons
of Zedekiah in Riblah right before his
eyes and then killed all the nobles of
Judah.
7A er Zedekiah had seen the slaughter,
Nebuchadnezzar blinded him, chained
him up, and then took him off to
Babylon.
8Meanwhile, the Babylonians burned
down the royal palace, the Temple,
and all the homes of the people. They
leveled the walls of Jerusalem.
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9Nebuzaradan, commander of the
king's bodyguard, rounded up everyone
le in the city, along with those who had
surrendered to him, and herded them
off to exile in Babylon.
10He didn't bother taking the few poor
people who had nothing. He le them
in the land of Judah to eke out a living
as best they could in the vineyards and
fields.
11Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
gave Nebuzaradan captain of the king's
bodyguard special orders regarding
Jeremiah:
12 "Look out for him. Make sure nothing
bad happens to him. Give him anything
he wants."
13 So Nebuzaradan, chief of the king's
bodyguard, along with Nebushazban the
Rabsaris, Nergal-sharezer the Rabmag,
and all the chief officers of the king of
Babylon,
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14 sent for Jeremiah, taking him from
the courtyard of the royal guards and
pu ng him under the care of Gedaliah
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, to
be taken home. And so he was able to
live with the people.
15 Earlier, while Jeremiah was s ll in
custody in the courtyard of the royal
guards, GOD's Message came to him:
16 "Go and speak with Ebed-melek the
Ethiopian. Tell him, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, the God of Israel, says, Listen
carefully: I will do exactly what I said
I would do to this city--bad news, not
good news. When it happens, you will
be there to see it.
17 But I'll deliver you on that doomsday.
You won't be handed over to those men
whom you have good reason to fear.
18 Yes, I'll most certainly save you. You
won't be killed. You'll walk out of there
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safe and sound because you trusted
me.'" GOD's Decree.

40 1GOD's Message to Jeremiah
a er Nebuzaradan captain of the

bodyguard set him free at Ramah. When
Nebuzaradan came upon him, he was in
chains, along with all the other cap ves
from Jerusalem and Judah who were
being herded off to exile in Babylon.
2 The captain of the bodyguard singled
out Jeremiah and said to him, "Your GOD
pronounced doom on this place.
3GOD came and did what he had
warned he'd do because you all sinned
against GOD and wouldn't do what he
told you. So now you're all suffering the
consequences.
4 "But today, Jeremiah, I'm se ng you
free, taking the chains off your hands. If
you'd like to come to Babylon with me,
come along. I'll take good care of you.
But if you don't want to come to Babylon
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with me, that's just fine, too. Look, the
whole land stretches out before you. Do
what you like. Go and live wherever you
wish.
5 If you want to stay home, go back to
Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan.
The king of Babylon made him governor
of the ci es of Judah. Stay with him
and your people. Or go wherever you'd
like. It's up to you." The captain of the
bodyguard gave him food for the journey
and a par ng gi , and sent him off.
6 Jeremiah went to Gedaliah son of
Ahikam at Mizpah and made his home
with him and the people who were le
behind in the land.
7When the army leaders and their
men, who had been hiding out in the
fields, heard that the king of Babylon
had appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam
as governor of the land, pu ng him in
charge of the men, women, and children
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of the poorest of the poor who hadn't
been taken off to exile in Babylon,
8 they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah:
Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan and
Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah
son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the
Netophathite, and Jaazaniah son of the
Maacathite, accompanied by their men.
9Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, promised them and their men,
"You have nothing to fear from the
Chaldean officials. Stay here on the land.
Be subject to the king of Babylon. You'll
get along just fine.
10 "My job is to stay here in Mizpah and
be your advocate before the Chaldeans
when they show up. Your job is to take
care of the land: Make wine, harvest the
summer fruits, press olive oil. Store it all
in po ery jugs and se le into the towns
that you have taken over."
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11 The Judeans who had escaped
to Moab, Ammon, Edom, and other
countries heard that the king of Babylon
had le a few survivors in Judah and
made Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of
Shaphan, governor over them.
12 They all started coming back to Judah
from all the places where they'd been
sca ered. They came to Judah and to
Gedaliah at Mizpah and went to work
gathering in a huge supply of wine and
summer fruits.
13One day Johanan son of Kareah and
all the officers of the army who had been
hiding out in the backcountry came to
Gedaliah at Mizpah
14 and told him, "You know, don't you,
that Baaliss king of Ammon has sent
Ishmael son of Nethaniah to kill you?"
But Gedaliah son of Ahikam didn't
believe them.
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15 Then Johanan son of Kareah took
Gedaliah aside privately in Mizpah: "Let
me go and kill Ishmael son of Nethaniah.
No one needs to know about it. Why
should we let him kill you and plunge
the land into anarchy? Why let everyone
you've taken care of be sca ered and
what's le of Judah destroyed?"
16 But Gedaliah son of Ahikam told
Johanan son of Kareah, "Don't do it. I
forbid it. You're spreading a false rumor
about Ishmael."

41 1 But in the seventh month,
Ishmael son of Nethaniah, son of

Elishama, came. He had royal blood in
his veins and had been one of the king's
high-ranking officers. He paid a visit to
Gedaliah son of Ahikam at Mizpah with
ten of his men. As they were ea ng
together,
2 Ishmael and his ten men jumped to
their feet and knocked Gedaliah down
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and killed him, killed the man the king of
Babylon had appointed governor of the
land.
3 Ishmael also killed all the Judeans
who were with Gedaliah in Mizpah, as
well as the Chaldean soldiers who were
sta oned there.
4On the second day a er the murder
of Gedaliah--no one yet knew of it--
5men arrived from Shechem, Shiloh,
and Samaria, eighty of them, with their
beards shaved, their clothing ripped,
and gashes on their bodies. They were
pilgrims carrying grain offerings and
incense on their way to worship at the
Temple in Jerusalem.
6 Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out
fromMizpah to welcome them, weeping
ostenta ously. When he greeted them
he invited them in: "Come and meet
Gedaliah son of Ahikam."
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7 But as soon as they were inside the
city, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and his
henchmen slaughtered the pilgrims and
dumped the bodies in a cistern.
8 Ten of the men talked their way out
of the massacre. They bargained with
Ishmael, "Don't kill us. We have a hidden
store of wheat, barley, olive oil, and
honey out in the fields." So he held back
and didn't kill them with their fellow
pilgrims.
9 Ishmael's reason for dumping the
bodies into a cistern was to cover up
the earlier murder of Gedaliah. The
cistern had been built by king Asa as a
defense against Baasha king of Israel.
This was the cistern that Ishmael son of
Nethaniah filled with the slaughtered
men.
10 Ishmael then took everyone else in
Mizpah, including the king's daughters
entrusted to the care of Gedaliah
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son of Ahikam by Nebuzaradan the
captain of the bodyguard, as prisoners.
Rounding up the prisoners, Ishmael son
of Nethaniah proceeded to take them
over into the country of Ammon.
11 Johanan son of Kareah and all the
army officers with him heard about the
atroci es commi ed by Ishmael son of
Nethaniah.
12 They set off at once a er Ishmael
son of Nethaniah. They found him at the
large pool at Gibeon.
13When all the prisoners from Mizpah
who had been taken by Ishmael saw
Johanan son of Kareah and the army
officers with him, they couldn't believe
their eyes. They were so happy!
14 They all rallied around Johanan son
of Kareah and headed back home.
15 But Ishmael son of Nethaniah got
away, escaping from Johanan with eight
men into the land of Ammon.
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16 Then Johanan son of Kareah and
the army officers with him gathered
together what was le of the people
whom Ishmael son of Nethaniah had
taken prisoner from Mizpah a er the
murder of Gedaliah son of Ahikam--men,
women, children, eunuchs--and brought
them back from Gibeon.
17 They set out at once for Egypt to
get away from the Chaldeans, stopping
on the way at Geruth-kimham near
Bethlehem.
18 They were afraid of what the
Chaldeans might do in retalia on of
Ishmael son of Nethaniah's murder of
Gedaliah son of Ahikam, whom the king
of Babylon had appointed as governor of
the country.

42 1All the army officers, led by
Johanan son of Kareah and

Jezaniah son of Hoshaiah, accompanied
by all the people, small and great,
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2 came to Jeremiah the prophet and
said, "We have a request. Please listen.
Pray to your GOD for us, what's le of
us. You can see for yourself how few we
are!
3 Pray that your GOD will tell us the way
we should go and what we should do."
4 Jeremiah the prophet said, "I hear
your request. And I will pray to your GOD
as you have asked. Whatever GOD says,
I'll pass on to you. I'll tell you everything,
holding nothing back."
5 They said to Jeremiah, "Let GOD be
our witness, a true and faithful witness
against us, if we don't do everything that
your GOD directs you to tell us.
6Whether we like it or not, we'll do it.
We'll obey whatever our GOD tells us.
Yes, count on us. We'll do it."
7 Ten days later GOD's Message came
to Jeremiah.
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8He called together Johanan son of
Kareah and all the army officers with
him, including all the people, regardless
of how much clout they had.
9He then spoke: "This is the Message
from GOD, the God of Israel, to whom
you sent me to present your prayer.
10He says, 'If you are ready to s ck it
out in this land, I will build you up and
not drag you down, I will plant you and
not pull you up like a weed. I feel deep
compassion on account of the doom I
have visited on you.
11 You don't have to fear the king of
Babylon. Your fears are for nothing. I'm
on your side, ready to save and deliver
you from anything he might do.
12 I'll pour mercy on you. What's more,
[he] will show you mercy! He'll let you
come back to your very own land.'
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13 "But do not say, 'We're not staying
around this place,' refusing to obey the
command of your GOD
14 and saying instead, 'No! We're off
to Egypt, where things are peaceful--no
wars, no a acking armies, plenty of
food. We're going to live there.' If
15what's le of Judah is headed down
that road, then listen to GOD's Message.
This is what GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
says: 'If you have determined to go to
Egypt and make that your home,
16 then the very wars you fear will catch
up with you in Egypt and the starva on
you dread will track you down in Egypt.
You'll die there!
17 Every last one of you who is
determined to go to Egypt and make it
your home will either be killed, starve,
or get sick and die. No survivors, not
one! No one will escape the doom that
I'll bring upon you.'



JEREMIAH 42 226
18 "This is the Message from GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies, the God of Israel: 'In
the same way that I swept the ci zens
of Jerusalem away with my anger and
wrath, I'll do the same thing all over
again in Egypt. You'll end up being
cursed, reviled, ridiculed, and mocked.
And you'll never see your homeland
again.
19 '"GOD has plainly told you, you
le overs from Judah, 'Don't go to Egypt.'
Could anything be plainer? I warn you
this day
20 that you are living out a fantasy.
You're making a fatal mistake. "Didn't
you just now send me to your GOD,
saying, 'Pray for us to our GOD. Tell us
everything that GOD says and we'll do it
all'?
21 "Well, now I've told you, told you
everything he said, and you haven't
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obeyed a word of it, not a single word of
what your GOD sent me to tell you.
22 So now let me tell you what will
happen next: You'll be killed, you'll
starve to death, you'll get sick and die
in the wonderful country where you've
determined to go and live."

43 1When Jeremiah finished telling
all the people the whole Message

that their GOD had sent him to give
them--all these words--
2Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan
son of Kareah, backed by all the
self-important men, said to Jeremiah,
"Liar! Our GOD never sent you with this
message telling us not to go to Egypt and
live there.
3 Baruch son of Neriah is behind this. He
has turned you against us. He's playing
into the hands of the Babylonians so
we'll either end up being killed or taken
off to exile in Babylon."
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4 Johanan son of Kareah and the army
officers, and the people along with
them, wouldn't listen to GOD's Message
that they stay in the land of Judah and
live there.
5 Johanan son of Kareah and the army
officers gathered up everyone who was
le from Judah, who had come back
a er being sca ered all over the place--
6 the men, women, and children, the
king's daughters, all the people that
Nebuzaradan captain of the bodyguard
had le in the care of Gedaliah son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and last
but not least, Jeremiah the prophet and
Baruch son of Neriah.
7 They entered the land of Egypt in total
disobedience of GOD's Message and
arrived at the city of Tahpanhes.
8While in Tahpanhes, GOD's Word
came to Jeremiah:
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9 "Pick up some large stones and cover
them with mortar in the vicinity of the
pavement that leads up to the building
set aside for Pharaoh's use in Tahpanhes.
Make sure some of the men of Judah are
watching.
10 "Then address them: 'This is what
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says: Be
on the lookout! I'm sending for and
bringing Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon--my servant, mind you!--and
he'll set up his throne on these very
stones that I've had buried here and he'll
spread out his canopy over them.
11He'll come and absolutely smash
Egypt, sending each to his assigned fate:
death, exile, slaughter.
12He'll burn down the temples of
Egypt's gods. He'll either burn up the
gods or haul them off as booty. Like a
shepherd who picks lice from his robes,
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he'll pick Egypt clean. And then he'll walk
away without a hand being laid on him.
13He'll sha er the sacred obelisks at
Egypt's House of the Sun and make a
huge bonfire of the temples of Egypt's
gods.'"

44 1 The Message that Jeremiah
received for all the Judeans who

lived in the land of Egypt, who had their
homes in Migdol, Tahpanhes, Noph, and
the land of Pathros:
2 "This is what GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, the God of Israel, says: 'You saw
with your own eyes the terrible doom
that I brought down on Jerusalem and
the Judean ci es. Look at what's le :
ghost towns of rubble and smoking
ruins,
3 and all because they took up with evil
ways, making me angry by going off to
offer sacrifices and worship the latest in
gods--no-gods that neither they nor you
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nor your ancestors knew the first thing
about.
4Morning a er morning and long into
the night I kept a er you, sending you
all those prophets, my servants, begging
you, "Please, please--don't do this, don't
fool around in this loathsome gu er of
gods that I hate with a passion."
5 But do you think anyone paid the least
bit of a en on or repented of evil or
quit offering sacrifices to the no-gods?
Not one.
6 So I let loose with my anger, a
firestorm of wrath in the ci es of Judah
and the streets of Jerusalem, and le
them in ruins and wasted. And they're
[s ll] in ruins and wasted.'
7 "This is the Message of GOD,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of
Israel: 'So why are you ruining your
lives by amputa ng yourselves--man,
woman, child, and baby--from the life
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of Judah, leaving yourselves isolated,
unconnected?
8And why do you deliberately make me
angry by what you do, offering sacrifices
to these no-gods in the land of Egypt
where you've come to live? You'll only
destroy yourselves and make yourselves
an example used in curses and an object
of ridicule among all the na ons of the
earth.
9 "'Have you so soon forgo en the evil
lives of your ancestors, the evil lives of
the kings of Judah and their wives, to
say nothing of your own evil lives, you
and your wives, the evil you flaunted
in the land of Judah and the streets of
Jerusalem?
10And to this day, there's not a trace
of remorse, not a sign of reverence,
nobody caring about living by what I tell
them or following my instruc ons that
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I've set out so plainly before you and
your parents!
11 So this is what GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies decrees: "'Watch out! I've
decided to bring doom on you and get
rid of everyone connected with Judah.
12 I'm going to take what's le of Judah,
those who have decided to go to Egypt
and live there, and finish them off. In
Egypt they will either be killed or starve
to death. The same fate will fall upon
both the obscure and the important.
Regardless of their status, they will
either be killed or starve. You'll end up
cursed, reviled, ridiculed, and mocked.
13 I'll give those who are in Egypt the
samemedicine I gave those in Jerusalem:
massacre, starva on, and disease.
14None of those who managed to get
out of Judah alive and get away to Egypt
are going to make it back to the Judah
for which they're so homesick. None
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will make it back, except maybe a few
fugi ves.'"
15 The men who knew that their wives
had been burning sacrifices to the
no-gods, joined by a large crowd of
women, along with virtually everyone
living in Pathros of Egypt, answered
Jeremiah:
16 "We're having nothing to do with
what you tell us is GOD's Message.
17We're going to go right on offering
sacrifices to the Queen of Heaven and
pouring out drink offerings to her,
keeping up the tradi ons set by our
ancestors, our kings and government
leaders in the ci es of Judah and the
streets of Jerusalem in the good old
days. We had a good life then--lots of
food, rising standard of living, and no
bad luck.
18 But the moment we quit sacrificing
to the Queen of Heaven and pouring out
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offerings to her, everything fell apart.
We've had nothing but massacres and
starva on ever since."
19And then the women chimed in:
"Yes! Absolutely! We're going to keep
at it, offering sacrifices to the Queen of
Heaven and pouring out offerings to her.
Aren't our husbands behind us? They
like it that we make goddess cookies and
pour out our offerings to her."
20 Then Jeremiah spoke up, confron ng
the men and the women, all the people
who had answered so insolently. He said,
21 "The sacrifices that you and your
parents, your kings, your government
officials, and the common people of the
land offered up in the ci es of Judah and
the streets of Jerusalem--don't you think
GOD no ced? He no ced, all right.
22And he got fed up. Finally, he
couldn't take your evil behavior and
your disgus ng acts any longer. Your
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land became a wasteland, a death valley,
a horror story, a ghost town. And it
con nues to be just that.
23 This doom has come upon you
because you kept offering all those
sacrifices, and you sinned against GOD!
You refused to listen to him, wouldn't
live the way he directed, ignored the
covenant condi ons."
24 Jeremiah kept going, but now zeroed
in on thewomen: "Listen, all youwho are
from Judah and living in Egypt--please,
listen to GOD's Word.
25GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God
of Israel, says: 'You women! You said it
and then you did it. You said, "We're
going to keep the vows we made to
sacrifice to the Queen of Heaven and
pour out offerings to her, and nobody's
going to stop us!"' "Well, go ahead. Keep
your vows. Do it up big.
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26 But also listen to what GOD has to
say about it, all you who are from Judah
but live in Egypt: 'I swear by my great
name, backed by everything I am--this
is GOD speaking!--that never again shall
my name be used in vows, such as "As
sure as the Master, GOD, lives!" by
anyone in the whole country of Egypt.
27 I've targeted each one of you for
doom. The good is gone for good. "'All
the Judeans in Egypt will die off by
massacre or starva on un l they're
wiped out.
28 The few who get out of Egypt alive
and back to Judah will be [very] few,
hardly worth coun ng. Then that ragtag
bunch that le Judah to live in Egypt will
know who had the last word.
29 "'And this will be the evidence: I will
bring punishment right here, and by this
you'll know that the decrees of doom
against you are the real thing.
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30Watch for this sign of doom: I will
give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt over
to his enemies, those who are out to
kill him, exactly as I gave Zedekiah king
of Judah to his enemy Nebuchadnezzar,
who was a er him.

45 1 This is what Jeremiah told
Baruch one day in the fourth year

of Jehoiakim's reign as he was taking
dicta on from the prophet:
2 "These are the words of GOD, the God
of Israel, to you, Baruch.
3 You say, 'These are bad mes for me!
It's one thing a er another. GOD is piling
on the pain. I'm worn out and there's no
end in sight.'
4 "But GOD says, 'Look around. What
I've built I'm about to wreck, and what
I've planted I'm about to rip up.
5And I'm doing it everywhere--all
over the whole earth! So forget about
making any big plans for yourself. Things
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are going to get worse before they get
be er. But don't worry. I'll keep you alive
through the whole business.'"

46 1GOD's Messages through the
prophet Jeremiah regarding the

godless na ons.
2 The Message to Egypt and the army of
Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt at the me
it was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon while camped at Carchemish
on the Euphrates River in the fourth year
of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah:
3 "'Present arms! March to the front!
4Harness the horses! Up in the saddles!
Ba le forma on! Helmets on, spears
sharpened, armor in place!'
5 But what's this I see? They're scared
out of their wits! They break ranks
and run for cover. Their soldiers panic.
They run this way and that, stampeding
blindly. It's total chaos, total confusion,
danger everywhere!" GOD's Decree.
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6 "The swi est runners won't get away,
the strongest soldiers won't escape.
In the north country, along the River
Euphrates, they'll stagger, stumble, and
fall.
7 "Who is this like the Nile in flood? like
its streams torren al?
8Why, it's Egypt like the Nile in flood,
like its streams torren al, Saying, 'I'll
take over the world. I'll wipe out ci es
and peoples.'
9 Run, horses! Roll, chariots! Advance,
soldiers from Cush and Put with your
shields, Soldiers from Lud, experts with
bow and arrow.
10 "But it's not your day. It's the
Master's, me, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies--the day when I have it out
with my enemies, The day when Sword
puts an end to my enemies, when
Sword exacts vengeance. I, the Master,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, will pile them
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on an altar--a huge sacrifice!--In the
great north country, along the mighty
Euphrates.
11 "Oh, virgin Daughter Egypt, climb
into the mountains of Gilead, get healing
balm. You will vainly collect medicines,
for nothing will be able to cure what ails
you.
12 The whole world will hear your
anguished cries. Your wails fill the earth,
As soldier falls against soldier and they
all go down in a heap."
13 The Message that GOD gave to the
prophet JeremiahwhenNebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon was on his way to a ack
Egypt:
14 "Tell Egypt, alert Migdol, post
warnings in Noph and Tahpanhes: 'Wake
up! Be prepared! War's coming!'
15 "Why will your bull-god Apis run off?
Because GOD will drive him off.
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16 Your ragtag army will fall to pieces.
The word is passing through the ranks,
'Let's get out of here while we s ll can.
Let's head for home and save our skins.'
17When they get home they'll
nickname Pharaoh 'Big-Talk-Bad-Luck.'
18As sure as I am the living God"--the
King's Decree, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
is his name--"A conqueror is coming: like
Tabor, singular among mountains; like
Carmel, ju ng up from the sea!
19 So pack your bags for exile, you
coddled daughters of Egypt, For
Memphis will soon be nothing, a vacant
lot grown over with weeds.
20 "Too bad, Egypt, a beau ful sleek
heifer a acked by a horsefly from the
north!
21All her hired soldiers are sta oned
to defend her--like well-fed calves they
are. But when their lives are on the line,
they'll run off, cowards every one. When
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the going gets tough, they'll take the
easy way out.
22 "Egypt will slither and hiss like a
snake as the enemy army comes in force.
They will rush in, swinging axes like
lumberjacks cu ng down trees.
23 They'll level the country"--GOD's
Decree--"nothing and no one standing
for as far as you can see. The invaders
will be a swarm of locusts, innumerable,
past coun ng.
24Daughter Egypt will be ravished,
raped by vandals from the north."
25GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God
of Israel, says, "Watch out when I visit
doom on the god Amon of Thebes, Egypt
and its gods and kings, Pharaoh and
those who trust in him.
26 I'll turn them over to those who are
out to kill them, to Nebuchadnezzar
and his military. Egypt will be set back a
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thousand years. Eventually people will
live there again." GOD's Decree.
27 "But you, dear Jacob my servant,
you have nothing to fear. Israel, there's
no need to worry. Look up! I'll save
you from that far country, I'll get your
children out of the land of exile. Things
are going to be normal again for Jacob,
safe and secure, smooth sailing.
28 Yes, dear Jacob my servant, you have
nothing to fear. Depend on it, I'm on
your side. I'll finish off all the godless
na ons among which I've sca ered you,
But I won't finish you off. I have more
work le to do on you. I'll punish you,
but fairly. No, I'm not finished with you
yet."

47 1GOD's Message to the prophet
Jeremiah regarding the Philis nes

just before Pharaoh a acked Gaza.
2 This is what GOD says: "Look out!
Water will rise in the north country,
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swelling like a river in flood. The torrent
will flood the land, washing away city
and ci zen. Men and women will scream
in terror, wails from every door and
window,
3As the thunder from the hooves of
the horses will be heard, the cla er of
chariots, the banging of wheels. Fathers,
paralyzed by fear, won't even grab up
their babies
4 Because it will be doomsday for
Philis nes, one and all, no hope of help
for Tyre and Sidon. GOD will finish off
the Philis nes, what's le of those from
the island of Crete.
5Gaza will be shaved bald as an egg,
Ashkelon struck dumb as a post. You're
on your last legs. How long will you keep
flailing?
6 "Oh, Sword of GOD, how long will you
keep this up? Return to your scabbard.
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Haven't you had enough? Can't you call
it quits?
7 "But how can it quit when I, GOD,
command the ac on? I've ordered it to
cut down Ashkelon and the seacoast."

48 1 The Message on Moab from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the

God of Israel: "Doom to Nebo! Leveled
to the ground! Kiriathaim demeaned and
defeated, The mighty fortress reduced
to a molehill,
2Moab's glory--dust and ashes.
Conspirators plot Heshbon's doom:
'Come, let's wipe Moab off the map.'
Dungface Dimon will loudly lament, as
killing follows killing.
3 Listen! A cry out of Horonaim:
'Disaster--doom and more doom!'
4Moab will be sha ered. Her cries will
be heard clear down in Zoar.
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5Up the ascent of Luhith climbers
weep, And down the descent from
Horonaim, cries of loss and devasta on.
6Oh, run for your lives! Get out while
you can! Survive by your wits in the wild!
7 You trusted in thick walls and big
money, yes? But it won't help you now.
Your big god Chemosh will be hauled off,
his priests and managers with him.
8A wrecker will wreck every city. Not a
city will survive. The valley fields will be
ruined, the plateau pastures destroyed,
just as I told you.
9 Cover the land of Moab with salt.
Make sure nothing ever grows here
again. Her towns will all be ghost towns.
Nobody will ever live here again.
10 Sloppy work in GOD's name is cursed,
and cursed all hal earted use of the
sword.
11 "Moab has always taken it easy--lazy
as a dog in the sun, Never had to work
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for a living, never faced any trouble,
Never had to grow up, never once
worked up a sweat.
12 But those days are a thing of the past.
I'll put him to work at hard labor. That
will wake him up to the world of hard
knocks. That will smash his illusions.
13Moab will be as ashamed of god
Chemosh as Israel was ashamed of
her Bethel calf-gods, the calf-gods she
thought were so great.
14 For how long do you think you'll
be saying, 'We're tough. We can beat
anyone anywhere'?
15 The destruc on of Moab has
already begun. Her choice young
soldiers are lying dead right now."
The King's Decree--his full name,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
16 "Yes. Moab's doom is on countdown,
disaster targeted and launched.
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17Weep for Moab, friends and
neighbors, all who know how famous
he's been. Lament, 'His mighty scepter
snapped in two like a toothpick, that
magnificent royal staff!'
18 "Come down from your high horse,
pampered beauty of Dibon. Sit in dog
dung. The destroyer of Moab will come
against you. He'll wreck your safe, secure
houses.
19 Stand on the roadside, pampered
women of Aroer. Interview the refugees
who are running away. Ask them, 'What's
happened? And why?'
20Moab will be an embarrassing
memory, nothing le of the place. Wail
and weep your eyes out! Tell the bad
news along the Arnon river. Tell the
world that Moab is no more.
21 "My judgment will come to the
plateau ci es: on Holon, Jahzah, and
Mephaath;
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22 on Dibon, Nebo, and Beth-
diblathaim;
23 on Kiriathaim, Beth-gamul, and
Beth-meon;
24 on Kerioth, Bozrah, and all the ci es
of Moab, far and near.
25 "Moab's link to power is severed.
Moab's arm is broken." GOD's Decree.
26 "Turn Moab into a drunken sot,
drunk on the wine of my wrath, a
dung-faced drunk, filling the country
with vomit--Moab a falling-down drunk,
a joke in bad taste.
27Wasn't it you, Moab, who made
crude jokes over Israel? And when they
were caught in bad company, didn't you
cluck and gossip and snicker?
28 "Leave town! Leave! Look for a home
in the cliffs, you who grew up in Moab.
Try living like a dove who nests high in
the river gorge.
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29 "We've all heard ofMoab's pride, that
legendary pride, The stru ng, bullying,
puffed-up pride, the insufferable
arrogance.
30 I know"--GOD's Decree--"his rooster-
crowing pride, the inflated claims, the
sheer nothingness of Moab.
31 But I will weep for Moab, yes, I will
mourn for the people of Moab. I will
even mourn for the people of Kir-heres.
32 I'll weep for the grapevines of
Sibmah and join Jazer in her weeping--
Grapevines that once reached the Dead
Sea with tendrils as far as Jazer. Your
summer fruit and your burs ng grapes
will be looted by brutal plunderers,
33 Lush Moab stripped of song and
laughter. And yes, I'll shut down the
winepresses, stop all the shouts and
hurrahs of harvest.
34 "Heshbon and Elealeh will cry out,
and the people in Jahaz will hear the
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cries. They will hear them all the way
from Zoar to Horonaim and Eglath-
shelishiyah. Even the waters of Nimrim
will be dried up.
35 "I will put a stop in Moab"--GOD's
Decree--"to all hiking to the high places
to offer burnt sacrifices to the gods.
36 "My heart moans for Moab, for the
men of Kir-heres, like so flute sounds
carried by the wind. They've lost it all.
They've got nothing.
37 "Everywhere you look are signs of
mourning: heads shaved, beards cut,
Hands scratched and bleeding, clothes
ripped and torn.
38 "In every house in Moab there'll
be loud lamenta on, on every street
in Moab, loud lamenta on. As with a
po ery jug that no one wants, I'll smash
Moab to bits." GOD's Decree.
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39 "Moab ruined! Moab shamed and
ashamed to be seen! Moab a cruel joke!
The stark horror of Moab!"
40GOD's verdict on Moab. Indeed!
"Look! An eagle is about to swoop down
and spread its wings over Moab.
41 The towns will be captured, the
fortresses taken. Brave warriors will
double up in pain, helpless to fight, like a
woman giving birth to a baby.
42 There'll be nothing le of Moab,
nothing at all, because of his defiant
arrogance against me.
43 "Terror and pit and trap are what you
have facing you, Moab." GOD's Decree.
44 "A man running in terror will fall into
a trap. A man climbing out of a pit will
be caught in a trap. This is my agenda for
Moab on doomsday." GOD's Decree.
45 "On the outskirts of Heshbon,
refugees will pull up short, worn out.
Fire will flame high from Heshbon, a
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firestorm raging from the capital of
Sihon's kingdom. It will burn off Moab's
eyebrows, will scorch the skull of the
braggarts.
46 That's all for you, Moab! You
worshipers of Chemosh will be finished
off! Your sons will be trucked off to
prison camps; your daughters will be
herded into exile.
47 But yet there's a day that's coming
when I'll put things right in Moab. "For
now, that's the judgment on Moab."

49 1GOD's Message on the
Ammonites: "Doesn't Israel have

any children, no one to step into her
inheritance? So why is the god Milcom
taking over Gad's land, his followers
moving into its towns?
2 But not for long! The me's coming"--
GOD's Decree--"When I'll fill the ears of
Rabbah, Ammon's big city, with ba le
cries. She'll end up a pile of rubble, all
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her towns burned to the ground. Then
Israel will kick out the invaders. I, GOD,
say so, and it will [be] so.
3Wail Heshbon, Ai is in ruins. Villages
of Rabbah, wring your hands! Dress in
mourning, weep buckets of tears. Go
into hysterics, run around in circles! Your
god Milcom will be hauled off to exile,
and all his priests and managers right
with him.
4Why do you brag of your once-famous
strength? You're a broken-down has-
been, a castoff Who fondles his trophies
and dreams of glory days and vainly
thinks, 'No one can lay a hand on me.'
5Well, think again. I'll face you with
terror from all sides." Word of the
Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
"You'll be stampeded headlong, with no
one to round up the runaways.
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6 S ll, the me will come when I will
make things right with Ammon." GOD's
Decree.
7 The Message of GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies on Edom: "Is there nobody wise
le in famous Teman? no one with a
sense of reality? Has their wisdom gone
wormy and ro en?
8 Run for your lives! Get out while you
can! Find a good place to hide, you who
live in Dedan! I'm bringing doom to Esau.
It's me to se le accounts.
9When harvesters work your fields,
don't they leave gleanings? When
burglars break into your house, don't
they take only what they want?
10 But I'll strip Esau clean. I'll search
out every nook and cranny. I'll destroy
everything connected with him, children
and rela ves and neighbors. There'll be
no one le who will be able to say,
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11 'I'll take care of your orphans. Your
widows can depend on me.'"
12 Indeed. GOD says, "I tell you, if there
are people who have to drink the cup
of God's wrath even though they don't
deserve it, why would you think you'd
get off? You won't get off. You'll drink it.
Oh yes, you'll drink every drop.
13And as for Bozrah, your capital, I
swear by all that I am"--GOD's Decree-
-"that that city will end up a pile of
charred ruins, a s nking garbage dump,
an obscenity--and all her daughter-ci es
with her."
14 I've just heard the latest from GOD.
He's sent an envoy to the na ons:
"Muster your troops and a ack Edom.
Present arms! Go to war!"
15 "Ah, Edom, I'm dropping you to last
place among na ons, the bo om of the
heap, kicked around.



JEREMIAH 49 258
16 You think you're so great--stru ng
across the stage of history, Living high
in the impregnable rocks, ac ng like
king of the mountain. You think you're
above it all, don't you, like an eagle in
its aerie? Well, you're headed for a fall.
I'll bring you crashing to the ground."
GOD's Decree.
17 "Edom will end up trash. S nking,
despicable trash. A wonder of the world
in reverse.
18 She'll join Sodom and Gomorrah and
their neighbors in the sewers of history."
GOD says so. "No one will live there, no
mortal soul move in there.
19 "Watch this: Like a lion coming up
from the thick jungle of the Jordan
Looking for prey in the mountain
pastures, I will come upon Edom and
pounce. I'll take my pick of the flock--and
who's to stop me? The shepherds of
Edom are helpless before me."
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20 So, listen to this plan that GOD has
worked out against Edom, the blueprint
of what he's prepared for those who
live in Teman: "Believe it or not, the
young, the vulnerable--mere lambs and
kids--will be dragged off. Believe it or
not, the flock in shock, helpless to help,
will watch it happen.
21 The very earth will shudder because
of their cries, cries of anguish heard at
the distant Red Sea.
22 Look! An eagle soars, swoops down,
spreads its wings over Bozrah. Brave
warriors will double up in pain, helpless
to fight, like a woman giving birth to a
baby."
23 The Message on Damascus: "Hamath
and Arpad will be in shock when they
hear the bad news. Their hearts will melt
in fear as they pace back and forth in
worry.
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24 The blood will drain from the face
of Damascus as she turns to flee.
Hysterical, she'll fall to pieces, disabled,
like a woman in childbirth.
25And now how lonely--bere ,
abandoned! The once famous city, the
once happy city.
26Her bright young men dead in
the streets, her brave warriors silent
as death. On that day"--Decree of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies--
27 "I'll start a fire at the wall of
Damascus that will burn down all of
Ben-hadad's forts."
28 The Message on Kedar and the
sheikdoms of Hazor who were a acked
by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. This
is GOD's Message: "On your feet! A ack
Kedar! Plunder the Bedouin nomads
from the east.
29Grab their blankets and pots and
pans. Steal their camels. Trauma ze



JEREMIAH 49 261
them, shou ng, 'Terror! Death! Doom!
Danger everywhere!'
30Oh, run for your lives, You nomads
from Hazor." GOD's Decree. "Find a safe
place to hide. Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon has plans to wipe you out, to go
a er you with a vengeance:
31 'A er them,' he says. 'Go a er these
relaxed nomads who live free and easy
in the desert, Who live in the open
with no doors to lock, who live off by
themselves.'
32 Their camels are there for the taking,
their herds and flocks, easy picking. I'll
sca er them to the four winds, these
defenseless nomads on the fringes of
the desert. I'll bring terror from every
direc on. They won't know what hit
them." GOD's Decree.
33 "Jackals will take over the camps of
Hazor, camps abandoned to wind and



JEREMIAH 49 262
sand. No one will live there, no mortal
soul move in there."
34GOD's Message to the prophet
Jeremiah on Elam at the outset of the
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah.
35 This is what GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies says: "Watch this! I'll break
Elam's bow, her weapon of choice,
across my knee.
36 Then I'll let four winds loose on Elam,
winds from the four corners of earth. I'll
blow them away in all direc ons, landing
homeless Elamites in every country on
earth.
37 They'll live in constant fear and terror
among enemies who want to kill them.
I'll bring doom on them, my anger-fueled
doom. I'll set murderous hounds on their
heels un l there's nothing le of them.
38And then I'll set up my throne in
Elam, having thrown out the king and his
henchmen.
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39 But the me will come when I make
everything right for Elam again." GOD's
Decree.

50 1 The Message of GOD through
the prophet Jeremiah on Babylon,

land of the Chaldeans:
2 "Get the word out to the na ons!
Preach it! Go public with this, broadcast
it far and wide: Babylon taken, god-Bel
hanging his head in shame, god-Marduk
exposed as a fraud. All her god-idols
shuffling in shame, all her play-gods
exposed as cheap frauds.
3 For a na on will come out of the
north to a ack her, reduce her ci es to
rubble. Empty of life--no animals, no
people--not a sound, not a movement,
not a breath.
4 "In those days, at that me"--GOD's
Decree--"the people of Israel will come,
And the people of Judah with them.
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Walking and weeping, they'll seek me,
their GOD.
5 They'll ask direc ons to Zion and set
their faces toward Zion. They'll come and
hold ght to GOD, bound in a covenant
eternal they'll never forget.
6 "My people were lost sheep. Their
shepherds led them astray. They
abandoned them in the mountains
where they wandered aimless through
the hills. They lost track of home,
couldn't remember where they came
from.
7 Everyone who met them took
advantage of them. Their enemies had
no qualms: 'Fair game' they said. 'They
walked out on GOD. They abandoned
the True Pasture, the hope of their
parents.'
8 "But now, get out of Babylon as fast
as you can. Be rid of that Babylonian
country. On your way. Good sheepdogs
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lead, but don't you be led. Lead the way
home!
9Do you see what I'm doing? I'm
rallying a host of na ons against
Babylon. They'll come out of the north,
a ack and take her. Oh, they know how
to fight, these armies. They never come
home empty-handed.
10 Babylon is ripe for picking! All her
plunderers will fill their bellies!" GOD's
Decree.
11 "You Babylonians had a good me
while it lasted, didn't you? You lived
it up, exploi ng and using my people,
Frisky calves romping in lush pastures,
wild stallions out having a good me!
12Well, your mother would hardly be
proud of you. The woman who bore
you wouldn't be pleased. Look at what's
come of you! A nothing na on! Rubble
and garbage and weeds!
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13 Emp ed of life by my holy anger, a
desert of death and emp ness. Travelers
who pass by Babylon will gasp, appalled,
shaking their heads at such a comedown.
14Gang up on Babylon! Pin her down!
Throw everything you have against her.
Hold nothing back. Knock her flat. She's
sinned--oh, how she's sinned, against
me!
15 Shout ba le cries from every
direc on. All the fight has gone out of
her. Her defenses have been fla ened,
her walls smashed. 'Opera on GOD's
Vengeance.' Pile on the vengeance! Do
to her as she has done. Give her a good
dose of her own medicine!
16Destroy her farms and farmers,
ravage her fields, empty her barns.
And you cap ves, while the destruc on
rages, get out while the ge ng's good,
get out fast and run for home.
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17 "Israel is a sca ered flock, hunted
down by lions. The king of Assyria
started the carnage. The king of Babylon,
Nebuchadnezzar, Has completed the job,
gnawing the bones clean."
18And now this is what GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, the God of Israel, has to
say: "Just watch! I'm bringing doom on
the king of Babylon and his land, the
same doom I brought on the king of
Assyria.
19 But Israel I'll bring home to good
pastures. He'll graze on the hills of
Carmel and Bashan, On the slopes of
Ephraim and Gilead. He will eat to his
heart's content.
20 In those days and at that me"--
GOD's Decree--"they'll look high and
low for a sign of Israel's guilt--nothing;
Search nook and cranny for a trace of
Judah's sin--nothing. These people that
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I've saved will start out with a clean
slate.
21 "A ack Merathaim, land of rebels!
Go a er Pekod, country of doom! Hunt
them down. Make a clean sweep."
GOD's Decree. "These are my orders. Do
what I tell you.
22 "The thunderclap of ba le shakes
the founda ons!
23 The Hammer has been hammered,
smashed and splintered, Babylon
pummeled beyond recogni on.
24 I set out a trap and you were caught
in it. O Babylon, you never knew what
hit you, Caught and held in the steel
grip of that trap! That's what you get for
taking on GOD.
25 "I, GOD, opened my arsenal. I
brought out my weapons of wrath. The
Master, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, has a
job to do in Babylon.
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26 Come at her from all sides! Break
into her granaries! Shovel her into piles
and burn her up. Leave nothing! Leave
no one!
27 Kill all her young turks. Send them
to their doom! Doom to them! Yes,
Doomsday! The clock has finally run out
on them.
28And here's a surprise: Runaways and
escapees from Babylon Show up in Zion
repor ng the news of GOD's vengeance,
taking vengeance for my own Temple.
29 "Call in the troops against Babylon,
anyone who can shoot straight! Tighten
the noose! Leave no loopholes! Give her
back as good as she gave, a dose of her
own medicine! Her brazen insolence is
an outrage against GOD, The Holy of
Israel.
30And now she pays: her young strewn
dead in the streets, her soldiers dead,
silent forever." GOD's Decree.
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31 "Do you get it, Mister Pride? I'm
your enemy!" Decree of the Master,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. "Time's run
out on you: That's right: It's Doomsday.
32Mister Pride will fall flat on his face.
No one will offer him a hand. I'll set his
towns on fire. The fire will spread wild
through the country."
33And here's more from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies: "The people of Israel are
beaten down, the people of Judah along
with them. Their oppressors have them
in a grip of steel. They won't let go.
34 But the Rescuer is strong: GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies. Yes, I will take their
side, I'll come to their rescue. I'll soothe
their land, but rough up the people of
Babylon.
35 "It's all-out war in Babylon"--GOD's
Decree--"total war against people,
leaders, and the wise!
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36War to the death on her boas ng
pretenders, fools one and all! War to the
death on her soldiers, cowards to a man!
37War to the death on her hired killers,
gutless wonders! War to the death on
her banks--looted!
38War to the death on herwater supply-
-drained dry! A land of make-believe
gods gone crazy--hobgoblins!
39 The place will be haunted with jackals
and scorpions, night-owls and vampire
bats. No one will ever live there again.
The land will reek with the stench of
death.
40 It will join Sodom and Gomorrah and
their neighbors, the ci es I did away
with." GOD's Decree. "No one will live
there again. No one will again draw
breath in that land, ever.
41 "And now, watch this! People pouring
out of the north, hordes of people, A
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mob of kings s rred up from far-off
places.
42 Flourishing deadly weapons,
barbarians they are, cruel and pi less.
Roaring and relentless, like ocean
breakers, they come riding fierce
stallions, In ba le forma on, ready to
fight [you], Daughter Babylon!
43 Babylon's king hears them coming.
He goes white as a ghost, limp as a
dishrag. Terror-stricken, he doubles up
in pain, helpless to fight, like a woman
giving birth to a baby.
44 "And now watch this: Like a lion
coming up from the thick jungle of the
Jordan, Looking for prey in the mountain
pastures, I'll take over and pounce. I'll
take my pick of the flock--and who's to
stop me? All the so-called shepherds are
helpless before me."
45 So, listen to this plan that GOD
has worked out against Babylon, the



JEREMIAH 50–51 273
blueprint of what he's prepared for
dealing with Chaldea: Believe it or not,
the young, the vulnerable--mere lambs
and kids--will be dragged off. Believe it
or not, the flock in shock, helpless to
help, watches it happen.
46When the shout goes up, "Babylon's
down!" the very earth will shudder at
the sound. The news will be heard all
over the world.

51 1 There's more. GOD says more:
"Watch this: I'm whipping up

A death-dealing hurricane against
Babylon--'Hurricane Persia'--against all
who live in that perverse land.
2 I'm sending a cleanup crew into
Babylon. They'll clean the place out from
top to bo om. When they get through
there'll be nothing le of her worth
taking or talking about. They won't miss
a thing. A total and final Doomsday!
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3 Fighters will fight with everything
they've got. It's no holds barred. They
will spare nothing and no one. It's final
and wholesale destruc on--the end!
4 Babylon li ered with the wounded,
streets piled with corpses.
5 It turns out that Israel and Judah are
not widowed a er all. As their God,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, I am s ll
alive and well, commi ed to them even
though They filled their land with sin
against Israel's most Holy God.
6 "Get out of Babylon as fast as you
can. Run for your lives! Save your necks!
Don't linger and lose your lives to my
vengeance on her as I pay her back for
her sins.
7 Babylon was a fancy gold chalice held
in my hand, Filled with the wine of my
anger to make the whole world drunk.
The na ons drank the wine and they've
all gone crazy.
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8 Babylon herself will stagger and crash,
senseless in a drunken stupor--tragic!
Get anoin ng balm for her wound.
Maybe she can be cured."
9 "We did our best, but she can't
be helped. Babylon is past fixing.
Give her up to her fate. Go home.
The judgment on her will be vast, a
skyscraper-memorial of vengeance.
10 "GOD has set everything right for
us. Come! Let's tell the good news Back
home in Zion. Let's tell what our GOD
did to set things right.
11 "Sharpen the arrows! Fill the
quivers! GOD has s rred up the kings
of the Medes, infec ng them with war
fever: 'Destroy Babylon!' GOD's on the
warpath. He's out to avenge his Temple.
12Give the signal to a ack Babylon's
walls. Sta on guards around the clock.
Bring in reinforcements. Set men in
ambush. GOD will do what he planned,
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what he said he'd do to the people of
Babylon.
13 You have more water than you
need, you have more money than you
need--But your life is over, your lifeline
cut."
14GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies has
solemnly sworn: "I'll fill this place with
soldiers. They'll swarm through here like
locusts chan ng victory songs over you."
15 By his power he made earth. His
wisdom gave shape to the world. He
cra ed the cosmos.
16He thunders and rain pours down. He
sends the clouds soaring. He embellishes
the storm with lightnings, launches the
wind from his warehouse.
17 S ck-god worshipers look mighty
foolish! god-makers embarrassed by
their handmade gods! Their gods are
frauds, dead s cks--deadwood gods,
tasteless jokes.
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18 They're nothing but stale smoke.
When the smoke clears, they're gone.
19 But the Por on-of-Jacob is the
real thing; he put the whole universe
together, With special a en on to Israel.
His name? GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!
20God says, "You, Babylon, are my
hammer, my weapon of war. I'll use you
to smash godless na ons, use you to
knock kingdoms to bits.
21 I'll use you to smash horse and rider,
use you to smash chariot and driver.
22 I'll use you to smash man and
woman, use you to smash the old man
and the boy. I'll use you to smash the
young man and young woman,
23 use you to smash shepherd and
sheep. I'll use you to smash farmer and
yoked oxen, use you to smash governors
and senators.
24 "Judeans, you'll see it with your
own eyes. I'll pay Babylon and all the
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Chaldeans back for all the evil they did in
Zion." GOD's Decree.
25 "I'm your enemy, Babylon, Mount
Destroyer, you ravager of the whole
earth. I'll reach out, I'll take you in my
hand, and I'll crush you ll there's no
mountain le . I'll turn you into a gravel
pit--
26 no more cornerstones cut from you,
No more founda on stones quarried
from you! Nothing le of you but gravel."
GOD's Decree.
27 "Raise the signal in the land, blow
the shofar-trumpet for the na ons.
Consecrate the na ons for holy work
against her. Call kingdoms into service
against her. Enlist Ararat, Minni, and
Ashkenaz. Appoint a field marshal
against her, and round up horses, locust
hordes of horses!
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28 Consecrate the na ons for holy work
against her--the king of the Medes, his
leaders and people.
29 "The very land trembles in terror,
writhes in pain, terrorized by my
plans against Babylon, Plans to turn
the country of Babylon into a lifeless
moonscape--a wasteland.
30 Babylon's soldiers have quit figh ng.
They hide out in ruins and caves--
Cowards who've given up without a
fight, exposed as cowering milksops.
Babylon's houses are going up in flames,
the city gates torn off their hinges.
31 Runner a er runner comes racing in,
each on the heels of the last, Bringing
reports to the king of Babylon that his
city is a lost cause.
32 The fords of the rivers are all taken.
Wildfire rages through the swamp grass.
Soldiers desert le and right.
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33 I, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, said it
would happen: 'Daughter Babylon is a
threshing floor at threshing me. Soon,
oh very soon, her harvest will come and
then the chaff will fly!'
34 "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
chewed up my people and spit out the
bones. He wiped his dish clean, pushed
back his chair, and belched--a huge
glu onous belch.
35 Lady Zion says, 'The brutality done to
me be done to Babylon!' And Jerusalem
says, 'The blood spilled from me be
charged to the Chaldeans!'
36 Then I, GOD, step in and say, 'I'm on
your side, taking up your cause. I'm your
Avenger. You'll get your revenge. I'll dry
up her rivers, plug up her springs.
37 Babylon will be a pile of rubble,
scavenged by stray dogs and cats,
A dumping ground for garbage, a
godforsaken ghost town.'
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38 "The Babylonians will be like lions
and their cubs, ravenous, roaring for
food.
39 I'll fix them a meal, all right--a
banquet, in fact. They'll drink themselves
falling-down drunk. Dead drunk, they'll
sleep--and sleep, and sleep...and they'll
never wake up." GOD's Decree.
40 "I'll haul these 'lions' off to the
slaughterhouse like the lambs, rams, and
goats, never to be heard of again.
41 "Babylon is finished--the pride of the
whole earth is flat on her face. What
a comedown for Babylon, to end up
inglorious in the sewer!
42 Babylon drowned in chaos, ba ered
by waves of enemy soldiers.
43Her towns s nk with decay and rot,
the land empty and bare and sterile.
No one lives in these towns anymore.
Travelers give them a wide berth.
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44 I'll bring doom on the glu on god-Bel
in Babylon. I'll make him vomit up all he
gulped down. No more visitors stream
into this place, admiring and gawking at
the wonders of Babylon. The wonders of
Babylon are no more.
45 Run for your lives, my dear people!
Run, and don't look back! Get out of this
place while you can, this place torched
by GOD's raging anger.
46Don't lose hope. Don't ever give up
when the rumors pour in hot and heavy.
One year it's this, the next year it's
that--rumors of violence, rumors of war.
47 Trust me, the me is coming when
I'll put the no-gods of Babylon in their
place. I'll show up the whole country
as a sickening fraud, with dead bodies
strewn all over the place.
48Heaven and earth, angels and people,
will throw a victory party over Babylon
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When the avenging armies from the
north descend on her." GOD's Decree!
49 "Babylon must fall--compensa on for
the war dead in Israel. Babylonians will
be killed because of all that Babylonian
killing.
50 But you exiles who have escaped a
Babylonian death, get out! And fast!
Remember GOD in your long and distant
exile. Keep Jerusalem alive in your
memory."
51How we've been humiliated, taunted
and abused, kicked around for so long
that we hardly know who we are! And
we hardly know what to think--our old
Sanctuary, GOD's house, desecrated by
strangers.
52 "I know, but trust me: The me is
coming"--GOD's Decree--"When I will
bring doom on her no-god idols, and all
over this land her wounded will groan.
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53 Even if Babylon climbed a ladder
to the moon and pulled up the ladder
so that no one could get to her, That
wouldn't stop me. I'd make sure my
avengers would reach her." GOD's
Decree.
54 "But now listen! Do you hear it? A cry
out of Babylon! An unearthly wail out of
Chaldea!
55GOD is taking his wrecking bar to
Babylon. We'll be hearing the last of her
noise--Death throes like the crashing
of waves, death ra les like the roar of
cataracts.
56 The avenging destroyer is about to
enter Babylon: Her soldiers are taken,
her weapons are trashed. Indeed, GOD
is a God who evens things out. All end
up with their just deserts.
57 "I'll get them drunk, the whole lot
of them--princes, sages, governors,
soldiers. Dead drunk, they'll sleep--and
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sleep and sleep...and never wake
up." The King's Decree. His name?
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!
58GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies speaks:
"The city walls of Babylon--those
massive walls!--will be fla ened. And
those city gates--huge gates!--will be
set on fire. The harder you work at this
empty life, the less you are. Nothing
comes of ambi on like this but ashes."
59 Jeremiah the prophet gave a job to
Seraiah son of Neriah, son of Mahseiah,
when Seraiah went with Zedekiah king
of Judah to Babylon. It was in the fourth
year of Zedekiah's reign. Seraiah was in
charge of travel arrangements.
60 Jeremiah had wri en down in a li le
booklet all the bad things that would
come down on Babylon.
61He told Seraiah, "When you get to
Babylon, read this out in public.
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62 Read, 'You, O GOD, said that you
would destroy this place so that
nothing could live here, neither human
nor animal--a wasteland to top all
wastelands, an eternal nothing.'
63 "When you've finished reading the
page, e a stone to it, throw it into the
River Euphrates, and watch it sink.
64 Then say, 'That's how Babylon will
sink to the bo om and stay there a er
the disaster I'm going to bring upon
her.'"

52 1 Zedekiah was twenty-one
years old when he started out

as king. He was king in Jerusalem for
eleven years. His mother's name was
Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah. Her
hometown was Libnah.
2As far as GOD was concerned,
Zedekiah was just one more evil king, a
carbon copy of Jehoiakim.
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3 The source of all this doom to
Jerusalem and Judah was GOD's anger.
GOD turned his back on them as an act
of judgment. Zedekiah revolted against
the king of Babylon.
4Nebuchadnezzar set out for Jerusalem
with a full army. He set up camp and
sealed off the city by building siege
mounds around it.
5He arrived on the ninth year and tenth
month of Zedekiah's reign. The city was
under siege for nineteen months (un l
the eleventh year of Zedekiah).
6 By the fourth month of Zedekiah's
eleventh year, on the ninth day of the
month, the famine was so bad that there
wasn't so much as a crumb of bread for
anyone.
7 Then the Babylonians broke through
the city walls. Under cover of the night
darkness, the en re Judean army fled
through an opening in the wall (it
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was the gate between the two walls
above the King's Garden). They slipped
through the lines of the Babylonians
who surrounded the city and headed for
the Jordan into the Arabah Valley,
8 but the Babylonians were in full
pursuit. They caught up with them in the
Plains of Jericho. But by then Zedekiah's
army had deserted and was sca ered.
9 The Babylonians captured Zedekiah
and marched him off to the king of
Babylon at Riblah in Hamath, who tried
and sentenced him on the spot.
10 The king of Babylon then killed
Zedekiah's sons right before his eyes.
The summary murder of his sons was
the last thing Zedekiah saw, for they
then blinded him. The king of Babylon
followed that up by killing all the officials
of Judah.
11 Securely handcuffed, Zedekiah was
hauled off to Babylon. The king of
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Babylon threw him in prison, where he
stayed un l the day he died.
12 In the nineteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
on the seventh day of the fi h month,
Nebuzaradan, the king of Babylon's chief
deputy, arrived in Jerusalem.
13He burned the Temple of GOD to the
ground, went on to the royal palace, and
then finished off the city. He burned the
whole place down.
14He put the Babylonian troops he had
with him to work knocking down the city
walls.
15 Finally, he rounded up everyone le
in the city, including those who had
earlier deserted to the king of Babylon,
and took them off into exile.
16He le a few poor dirt farmers behind
to tend the vineyards and what was le
of the fields.
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17 The Babylonians broke up the bronze
pillars, the bronze washstands, and the
huge bronze basin (the Sea) that were
in the Temple of GOD, and hauled the
bronze off to Babylon.
18 They also took the various bronze-
cra ed liturgical accessories, as well as
the gold and silver censers and sprinkling
bowls, used in the services of Temple
worship.
19 The king's deputy didn't miss a thing.
He took every scrap of precious metal he
could find.
20 The amount of bronze they got from
the two pillars, the Sea, the twelve
bronze bulls that supported the Sea,
and the ten washstands that Solomon
had made for the Temple of GOD was
enormous. They couldn't weigh it all!
21 Each pillar stood twenty-seven feet
high with a circumference of eighteen
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feet. The pillars were hollow, the bronze
a li le less than an inch thick.
22 Each pillar was topped with an ornate
capital of bronze pomegranates and
filigree, which added another seven and
a half feet to its height.
23 There were ninety-six pomegranates
evenly spaced--in all, a hundred
pomegranates worked into the filigree.
24 The king's deputy took a number
of special prisoners: Seraiah the chief
priest, Zephaniah the associate priest,
three wardens,
25 the chief remaining army officer,
seven of the king's counselors who
happened to be in the city, the chief
recrui ng officer for the army, and sixty
men of standing from among the people
who were s ll there.
26Nebuzaradan the king's deputy
marched them all off to the king of
Babylon at Riblah.
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27And there at Riblah, in the land of
Hamath, the king of Babylon killed the
lot of them in cold blood. Judah went
into exile, orphaned from her land.
28 3,023 men of Judah were taken into
exile by Nebuchadnezzar in the seventh
year of his reign.
29 832 from Jerusalem were taken in
the eighteenth year of his reign.
30 745 men from Judah were taken off
by Nebuzaradan, the king's chief deputy,
in Nebuchadnezzar's twenty-third year.
The total number of exiles was 4,600.
31When Jehoiachin king of Judah had
been in exile for thirty-seven years,
Evil-Merodach became king in Babylon
and let Jehoiachin out of prison. This
release took place on the twenty-fi h
day of the twel h month.
32 The king treated him most
courteously and gave him preferen al
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treatment beyond anything experienced
by the poli cal prisoners held in Babylon.
33 Jehoiachin took off his prison garb
and from then on ate his meals in
company with the king.
34 The king provided everything he
needed to live comfortably for the rest
of his life.



Lamenta ons

1 1Oh, oh, oh...How empty the city,
once teeming with people. A widow,

this city, once in the front rank of
na ons, once queen of the ball, she's
now a drudge in the kitchen.
2 She cries herself to sleep each night,
tears soaking her pillow. No one's le
among her lovers to sit and hold her
hand. Her friends have all dumped her.
3A er years of pain and hard labor,
Judah has gone into exile. She camps out
among the na ons, never feels at home.
Hunted by all, she's stuck between a
rock and a hard place.
4 Zion's roads weep, empty of pilgrims
headed to the feasts. All her city gates
are deserted, her priests in despair. Her
virgins are sad. How bi er her fate.
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5Her enemies have become her
masters. Her foes are living it up because
GOD laid her low, punishing her repeated
rebellions. Her children, prisoners of the
enemy, trudge into exile.
6All beauty has drained from Daughter
Zion's face. Her princes are like deer
famished for food, chased to exhaus on
by hunters.
7 Jerusalem remembers the day she
lost everything, when her people fell
into enemy hands, and not a soul there
to help. Enemies looked on and laughed,
laughed at her helpless silence.
8 Jerusalem, who outsinned the whole
world, is an outcast. All who admired her
despise her now that they see beneath
the surface. Miserable, she groans and
turns away in shame.
9 She played fast and loose with life, she
never considered tomorrow, and now
she's crashed royally, with no one to
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hold her hand: "Look at my pain, O GOD!
And how the enemy cruelly struts."
10 The enemy reached out to take all her
favorite things. She watched as pagans
barged into her Sanctuary, those very
people for whom you posted orders:
KEEP OUT: THIS ASSEMBLY OFF-LIMITS.
11All the people groaned, so desperate
for food, so desperate to stay alive that
they bartered their favorite things for
a bit of breakfast: "O GOD, look at me!
Worthless, cheap, abject!
12 "And you passersby, look at me! Have
you ever seen anything like this? Ever
seen pain like my pain, seen what he did
to me, what [GOD] did to me in his rage?
13 "He struck me with lightning,
skewered me from head to foot, then
he set traps all around so I could hardly
move. He le me with nothing--le me
sick, and sick of living.
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14 "He wove my sins into a rope and
harnessed me to cap vity's yoke. I'm
goaded by cruel taskmasters.
15 "TheMaster piled upmy best soldiers
in a heap, then called in thugs to break
their fine young necks. The Master
crushed the life out of fair virgin Judah.
16 "For all this I weep, weep buckets
of tears, and not a soul within miles
around cares for my soul. My children
are wasted, my enemy got his way."
17 Zion reached out for help, but no one
helped. GOD ordered Jacob's enemies
to surround him, and now no one wants
anything to do with Jerusalem.
18 "GOD has right on his side. I'm the
one who did wrong. Listen everybody!
Look at what I'm going through! My fair
young women, my fine young men, all
herded into exile!
19 "I called to my friends; they betrayed
me. My priests and my leaders only
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looked a er themselves, trying but
failing to save their own skins.
20 "O GOD, look at the trouble I'm in!
My stomach in knots, my heart wrecked
by a life of rebellion. Massacres in the
streets, starva on in the houses.
21 "Oh, listen to my groans. No one
listens, no one cares. When my enemies
heard of the trouble you gave me, they
cheered. Bring on Judgment Day! Let
them get what I got!
22 "Take a good look at their evil ways
and give it to them! Give them what you
gave me for my sins. Groaning in pain,
body and soul, I've had all I can take."

2 1Oh, oh, oh...How the Master has
cut down Daughter Zion from the

skies, dashed Israel's glorious city to
earth, in his anger treated his favorite as
throwaway junk.
2 The Master, without a second
thought, took Israel in one gulp. Raging,
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he smashed Judah's defenses, made
hash of her king and princes.
3His anger blazing, he knocked Israel
flat, broke Israel's arm and turned his
back just as the enemy approached,
came on Jacob like a wildfire from every
direc on.
4 Like an enemy, he aimed his bow,
bared his sword, and killed our young
men, our pride and joy. His anger, like
fire, burned down the homes in Zion.
5 The Master became the enemy. He
had Israel for supper. He chewed up
and spit out all the defenses. He le
Daughter Judah moaning and groaning.
6He plowed up his old trys ng place,
trashed his favorite rendezvous. GOD
wiped out Zion's memories of feast days
and Sabbaths, angrily sacked king and
priest alike.
7GOD abandoned his altar, walked
away from his holy Temple and turned
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the for fica ons over to the enemy. As
they cheered in GOD's Temple, you'd
have thought it was a feast day!
8GOD drew up plans to tear down the
walls of Daughter Zion. He assembled
his crew, set to work and went at it. Total
demoli on! The stones wept!
9Her city gates, iron bars and all,
disappeared in the rubble: her kings
and princes off to exile--no one le to
instruct or lead; her prophets useless-
-they neither saw nor heard anything
from GOD.
10 The elders of Daughter Zion sit silent
on the ground. They throw dust on
their heads, dress in rough peniten al
burlap--the young virgins of Jerusalem,
their faces creased with the dirt.
11My eyes are blind with tears, my
stomach in a knot. My insides have
turned to jelly over my people's fate.
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Babies and children are fain ng all over
the place,
12 Calling to their mothers, "I'm hungry!
I'm thirsty!" then fain ng like dying
soldiers in the streets, breathing their
last in their mothers' laps.
13How can I understand your plight,
dear Jerusalem? What can I say to give
you comfort, dear Zion? Who can put
you together again? This bust-up is past
understanding.
14 Your prophets courted you with
sweet talk. They didn't face you with
your sin so that you could repent. Their
sermons were all wishful thinking,
decep ve illusions.
15Astonished, passersby can't believe
what they see. They rub their eyes, they
shake their heads over Jerusalem. Is
this the city voted "Most Beau ful" and
"Best Place to Live"?
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16 But now your enemies gape, slack-
jawed. Then they rub their hands in glee:
"We've got them! We've been wai ng
for this! Here it is!"
17GOD did carry out, item by item,
exactly what he said he'd do. He always
said he'd do this. Now he's done it--torn
the place down. He's let your enemies
walk all over you, declared them world
champions!
18Give out heart-cries to the Master,
dear repentant Zion. Let the tears roll
like a river, day and night, and keep
at it--no me-outs. Keep those tears
flowing!
19As each night watch begins, get up
and cry out in prayer. Pour your heart
out face to face with the Master. Li
high your hands. Beg for the lives of your
children who are starving to death out
on the streets.
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20 "Look at us, GOD. Think it over. Have
you ever treated anyone like this? Should
women eat their own babies, the very
children they raised? Should priests and
prophets be murdered in the Master's
own Sanctuary?
21 "Boys and old men lie in the gu ers
of the streets, my young men and
women killed in their prime. Angry, you
killed them in cold blood, cut them down
without mercy.
22 "You invited, like friends to a party,
men to swoop down in a ack so that
on the big day of GOD's wrath no one
would get away. The children I loved and
reared--gone, gone, gone."

3 1 I'm the man who has seen trouble,
trouble coming from the lash of

GOD's anger.
2He took me by the hand and walked
me into pitch-black darkness.
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3 Yes, he's given me the back of his
hand over and over and over again.
4He turned me into a scarecrow of skin
and bones, then broke the bones.
5He hemmed me in, ganged up on me,
poured on the trouble and hard mes.
6He locked me up in deep darkness,
like a corpse nailed inside a coffin.
7He shuts me in so I'll never get out,
manacles my hands, shackles my feet.
8 Even when I cry out and plead for
help, he locks up my prayers and throws
away the key.
9He sets up blockades with quarried
limestone. He's got me cornered.
10He's a prowling bear tracking me
down, a lion in hiding ready to pounce.
11He knocked me from the path and
ripped me to pieces. When he finished,
there was nothing le of me.
12He took out his bow and arrows and
used me for target prac ce.
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13He shot me in the stomach with
arrows from his quiver.
14 Everyone took me for a joke, made
me the bu of their mocking ballads.
15He forced ro en, s nking food down
my throat, bloated me with vile drinks.
16He ground my face into the gravel.
He pounded me into the mud.
17 I gave up on life altogether. I've
forgo en what the good life is like.
18 I said to myself, "This is it. I'm
finished. GOD is a lost cause."
19 I'll never forget the trouble, the u er
lostness, the taste of ashes, the poison
I've swallowed.
20 I remember it all--oh, how well I
remember--the feeling of hi ng the
bo om.
21 But there's one other thing I
remember, and remembering, I keep a
grip on hope:
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22GOD's loyal love couldn't have run
out, his merciful love couldn't have dried
up.
23 They're created new every morning.
How great your faithfulness!
24 I'm s cking with GOD (I say it over
and over). He's all I've got le .
25GOD proves to be good to the man
who passionately waits, to the woman
who diligently seeks.
26 It's a good thing to quietly hope,
quietly hope for help from GOD.
27 It's a good thing when you're young
to s ck it out through the hard mes.
28When life is heavy and hard to take,
go off by yourself. Enter the silence.
29 Bow in prayer. Don't ask ques ons:
Wait for hope to appear.
30Don't run from trouble. Take it
full-face. The "worst" is never the worst.
31Why? Because the Master won't ever
walk out and fail to return.
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32 If he works severely, he also works
tenderly. His stockpiles of loyal love are
immense.
33He takes no pleasure in making life
hard, in throwing roadblocks in the way:
34 Stomping down hard on luckless
prisoners,
35 Refusing jus ce to vic ms in the
court of High God,
36 Tampering with evidence--the
Master does not approve of such things.
37Who do you think "spoke and it
happened"? It's the Master who gives
such orders.
38Doesn't the High God speak
everything, good things and hard things
alike, into being?
39And why would anyone gi ed with
life complain when punished for sin?
40 Let's take a good look at the way
we're living and reorder our lives under
GOD.
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41 Let's li our hearts and hands at one
and the same me, praying to God in
heaven:
42 "We've been contrary and willful,
and you haven't forgiven.
43 "You lost your temper with us,
holding nothing back. You chased us and
cut us down without mercy.
44 You wrapped yourself in thick
blankets of clouds so no prayers could
get through.
45 You treated us like dirty dishwater,
threw us out in the backyard of the
na ons.
46 "Our enemies shout abuse, their
mouths full of derision, spi ng invec ve.
47We've been to hell and back. We've
nowhere to turn, nowhere to go.
48 Rivers of tears pour from my eyes at
the smashup of my dear people.
49 "The tears stream from my eyes, an
artesian well of tears,
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50Un l you, GOD, look down from on
high, look and see my tears.
51When I see what's happened to the
young women in the city, the pain breaks
my heart.
52 "Enemies with no reason to be
enemies hunted me down like a bird.
53 They threw me into a pit, then pelted
me with stones.
54 Then the rains came and filled the
pit. The water rose over my head. I said,
'It's all over.'
55 "I called out your name, O GOD,
called from the bo om of the pit.
56 You listened when I called out, 'Don't
shut your ears! Get me out of here! Save
me!'
57 You came close when I called out.
You said, 'It's going to be all right.'
58 "You took my side, Master; you
brought me back alive!
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59GOD, you saw the wrongs heaped on
me. Give me my day in court!
60 Yes, you saw their mean-minded
schemes, their plots to destroy me.
61 "You heard, GOD, their vicious gossip,
their behind-my-back plots to ruin me.
62 They never quit, these enemies of
mine, dreaming up mischief, hatching
out malice, day a er day a er day.
63 Si ng down or standing up--just look
at them!--they mock me with vulgar
doggerel.
64 "Make them pay for what they've
done, GOD. Give them their just deserts.
65 Break their miserable hearts! Damn
their eyes!
66Get good and angry. Hunt them
down. Make a total demoli on here
under your heaven!"

4 1Oh, oh, oh...How gold is treated like
dirt, the finest gold thrown out with
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the garbage, Priceless jewels sca ered
all over, jewels loose in the gu ers.
2And the people of Zion, once prized,
far surpassing their weight in gold, Are
now treated like cheap po ery, like
everyday pots and bowls mass-produced
by a po er.
3 Even wild jackals nurture their babies,
give them their breasts to suckle. But my
people have turned cruel to their babies,
like an ostrich in the wilderness.
4 Babies have nothing to drink. Their
tongues s ck to the roofs of their
mouths. Li le children ask for bread but
no one gives them so much as a crust.
5 People used to the finest cuisine
forage for food in the streets. People
used to the latest in fashions pick
through the trash for something to wear.
6 The evil guilt of my dear people was
worse than the sin of Sodom--The city
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was destroyed in a flash, and no one
around to help.
7 The splendid and sacred nobles once
glowed with health. Their bodies were
robust and ruddy, their beards like
carved stone.
8 But now they are smeared with soot,
unrecognizable in the street, Their bones
s cking out, their skin dried out like old
leather.
9 Be er to have been killed in ba le
than killed by starva on. Be er to have
died of ba le wounds than to slowly
starve to death.
10Nice and kindly women boiled their
own children for supper. This was the
only food in town when my dear people
were broken.
11GOD let all his anger loose, held
nothing back. He poured out his raging
wrath. He set a fire in Zion that burned it
to the ground.
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12 The kings of the earth couldn't
believe it. World rulers were in shock,
Watching old enemies march in big as
you please, right through Jerusalem's
gates.
13 Because of the sins of her prophets
and the evil of her priests, Who exploited
good and trus ng people, robbing them
of their lives,
14 These prophets and priests blindly
grope their way through the streets,
grimy and stained from their dirty lives,
Wasted by their wasted lives, shuffling
from fa gue, dressed in rags.
15 People yell at them, "Get out of here,
dirty old men! Get lost, don't touch us,
don't infect us!" They have to leave
town. They wander off. Nobody wants
them to stay here. Everyone knows,
wherever they wander, that they've
been kicked out of their own hometown.
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16GOD himself sca ered them. No
longer does he look out for them. He has
nothing to do with the priests; he cares
nothing for the elders.
17We watched and watched, wore our
eyes out looking for help. And nothing.
We mounted our lookouts and looked
for the help that never showed up.
18 They tracked us down, those hunters.
It wasn't safe to go out in the street. Our
end was near, our days numbered. We
were doomed.
19 They came a er us faster than
eagles in flight, pressed us hard in the
mountains, ambushed us in the desert.
20Our king, our life's breath, the
anointed of GOD, was caught in their
traps--Our king under whose protec on
we always said we'd live.
21 Celebrate while you can, O Edom!
Live it up in Uz! For it won't be long
before you drink this cup, too. You'll find
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out what it's like to drink God's wrath,
Get drunk on God's wrath and wake up
with nothing, stripped naked.
22And that's it for you, Zion. The
punishment's complete. You won't have
to go through this exile again. But Edom,
your me is coming: He'll punish your
evil life, put all your sins on display.

5 1 "Remember, GOD, all we've been
through. Study our plight, the black

mark we've made in history.
2Our precious land has been given to
outsiders, our homes to strangers.
3Orphans we are, not a father in sight,
and our mothers no be er than widows.
4We have to pay to drink our own
water. Even our firewood comes at a
price.
5We're nothing but slaves, bullied and
bowed, worn out and without any rest.
6We sold ourselves to Assyria and
Egypt just to get something to eat.
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7Our parents sinned and are no more,
and now we're paying for the wrongs
they did.
8 Slaves rule over us; there's no escape
from their grip.
9We risk our lives to gather food in the
bandit-infested desert.
10Our skin has turned black as an
oven, dried out like old leather from the
famine.
11Our wives were raped in the streets
in Zion, and our virgins in the ci es of
Judah.
12 They hanged our princes by their
hands, dishonored our elders.
13 Strapping young men were put to
women's work, mere boys forced to do
men's work.
14 The city gate is empty of wise elders.
Music from the young is heard no more.
15All the joy is gone from our hearts.
Our dances have turned into dirges.
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16 The crown of glory has toppled from
our head. Woe! Woe! Would that we'd
never sinned!
17 Because of all this we're heartsick;
we can't see through the tears.
18On Mount Zion, wrecked and ruined,
jackals pace and prowl.
19And yet, GOD, you're sovereign s ll,
your throne intact and eternal.
20 So why do you keep forge ng us?
Why dump us and leave us like this?
21 Bring us back to you, GOD--we're
ready to come back. Give us a fresh start.
22As it is, you've cruelly disowned us.
You've been so very angry with us."



Ezekiel

1 1When I was thirty years of age,
I was living with the exiles on the

Kebar River. On the fi h day of the
fourth month, the sky opened up and I
saw visions of God.
2 (It was the fi h day of the month
in the fi h year of the exile of King
Jehoiachin
3 that GOD's Word came to Ezekiel the
priest, the son of Buzi, on the banks
of the Kebar River in the country of
Babylon. GOD's hand came upon him
that day.)
4 I looked: I saw an immense dust storm
come from the north, an immense cloud
with lightning flashing from it, a huge
ball of fire glowing like bronze.
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5Within the fire were what looked like
four creatures vibrant with life. Each had
the form of a human being,
6 but each also had four faces and four
wings.
7 Their legs were as sturdy and straight
as columns, but their feet were hoofed
like those of a calf and sparkled from the
fire like burnished bronze.
8On all four sides under their wings
they had human hands. All four had both
faces and wings,
9with the wings touching one another.
They turned neither one way nor the
other; they went straight forward.
10 Their faces looked like this: In front a
human face, on the right side the face of
a lion, on the le the face of an ox, and
in back the face of an eagle.
11 So much for the faces. The wings
were spread out with the ps of one pair
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touching the creature on either side; the
other pair of wings covered its body.
12 Each creature went straight ahead.
Wherever the spirit went, they went.
They didn't turn as they went.
13 The four creatures looked like a
blazing fire, or like fiery torches. Tongues
of fire shot back and forth between the
creatures, and out of the fire, bolts of
lightning.
14 The creatures flashed back and forth
like strikes of lightning.
15As I watched the four creatures, I saw
something that looked like a wheel on
the ground beside each of the four-faced
creatures.
16 This is what the wheels looked like:
They were iden cal wheels, sparkling
like diamonds in the sun. It looked like
they were wheels within wheels, like a
gyroscope.
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17 They went in any one of the four
direc ons they faced, but straight, not
veering off.
18 The rims were immense, circled with
eyes.
19When the living creatures went, the
wheels went; when the living creatures
li ed off, the wheels li ed off.
20Wherever the spirit went, they went,
the wheels s cking right with them, for
the spirit of the living creatures was in
the wheels.
21When the creatures went, the wheels
went; when the creatures stopped, the
wheels stopped; when the creatures
li ed off, the wheels li ed off, because
the spirit of the living creatures was in
the wheels.
22Over the heads of the living creatures
was something like a dome, shimmering
like a sky full of cut glass, vaulted over
their heads.
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23Under the dome one set of wings
was extended toward the others, with
another set of wings covering their
bodies.
24When they moved I heard their
wings--it was like the roar of a great
waterfall, like the voice of The Strong
God, like the noise of a ba lefield. When
they stopped, they folded their wings.
25And then, as they stood with folded
wings, there was a voice from above the
dome over their heads.
26Above the dome there was
something that looked like a throne, sky-
blue like a sapphire, with a humanlike
figure towering above the throne.
27 Fromwhat I could see, from the waist
up he looked like burnished bronze and
from the waist down like a blazing fire.
Brightness everywhere!
28 The way a rainbow springs out of the
sky on a rainy day--that's what it was like.
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It turned out to be the Glory of GOD!
When I saw all this, I fell to my knees, my
face to the ground. Then I heard a voice.

2 1 It said, "Son of man, stand up. I
have something to say to you."

2 The moment I heard the voice, the
Spirit entered me and put me on my
feet. As he spoke to me, I listened.
3He said, "Son of man, I'm sending you
to the family of Israel, a rebellious na on
if there ever was one. They and their
ancestors have fomented rebellion right
up to the present.
4 They're a hard case, these people to
whom I'm sending you--hardened in
their sin. Tell them, 'This is the Message
of GOD, the Master.'
5 They are a defiant bunch. Whether or
not they listen, at least they'll know that
a prophet's been here.
6 But don't be afraid of them, son of
man, and don't be afraid of anything
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they say. Don't be afraid when living
among them is like stepping on thorns or
finding scorpions in your bed. Don't be
afraid of their mean words or their hard
looks. They're a bunch of rebels.
7 Your job is to speak to them. Whether
they listen is not your concern. They're
hardened rebels.
8 "Only take care, son of man, that you
don't rebel like these rebels. Open your
mouth and eat what I give you."
9When I looked he had his hand
stretched out to me, and in the hand a
book, a scroll.
10He unrolled the scroll. On both
sides, front and back, were wri en
lamenta ons and mourning and doom.

3 1He told me, "Son of man, eat what
you see. Eat this book. Then go and

speak to the family of Israel."
2As I opened my mouth, he gave me
the scroll to eat,
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3 saying, "Son of man, eat this book
that I am giving you. Make a full meal of
it!" So I ate it. It tasted so good--just like
honey.
4 Then he told me, "Son of man, go
to the family of Israel and speak my
Message.
5 Look, I'm not sending you to a people
who speak a hard-to-learn language with
words you can hardly pronounce.
6 If I had sent you to such people, their
ears would have perked up and they
would have listened immediately.
7 "But it won't work that way with the
family of Israel. They won't listen to you
because they won't listen to me. They
are, as I said, a hard case, hardened in
their sin.
8 But I'll make you as hard in your way
as they are in theirs.
9 I'll make your face as hard as rock,
harder than granite. Don't let them
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in midate you. Don't be afraid of them,
even though they're a bunch of rebels."
10 Then he said, "Son of man, get all
these words that I'm giving you inside
you. Listen to them obediently. Make
them your own.
11And now go. Go to the exiles, your
people, and speak. Tell them, 'This is
the Message of GOD, the Master.' Speak
your piece, whether they listen or not."
12 Then the Spirit picked me up. Behind
me I heard a great commo on--"Blessed
be the Glory of GOD in his Sanctuary!"
13 --the wings of the living creatures
bea ng against each other, the
whirling wheels, the rumble of a great
earthquake.
14 The Spirit li ed me and took me
away. I went bi erly and angrily. I didn't
want to go. But GOD had me in his grip.
15 I arrived among the exiles who lived
near the Kebar River at Tel Aviv. I came
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to where they were living and sat there
for seven days, appalled.
16At the end of the seven days, I
received this Message from GOD:
17 "Son of man, I've made you a
watchman for the family of Israel.
Whenever you hear me say something,
warn them for me.
18 If I say to the wicked, 'You are going
to die,' and you don't sound the alarm
warning them that it's a ma er of life or
death, they will die and it will be your
fault. I'll hold you responsible.
19 But if you warn the wicked and they
keep right on sinning anyway, they'll
most certainly die for their sin, but [you]
won't die. You'll have saved your life.
20 "And if the righteous turn back from
living righteously and take up with evil
when I step in and put them in a hard
place, they'll die. If you haven't warned
them, they'll die because of their sins,
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and none of the right things they've
done will count for anything--and I'll
hold you responsible.
21 But if you warn these righteous
people not to sin and they listen to
you, they'll live because they took the
warning--and again, you'll have saved
your life."
22GOD grabbed me by the shoulder
and said, "Get up. Go out on the plain. I
want to talk with you."
23 So I got up and went out on the plain.
I couldn't believe my eyes: the Glory of
GOD! Right there! It was like the Glory I
had seen at the Kebar River. I fell to the
ground, prostrate.
24 Then the Spirit entered me and put
me on my feet. He said, "Go home and
shut the door behind you."
25And then something odd: "Son of
man: They'll e you hand and foot with
ropes so you can't leave the house.
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26 I'll make your tongue s ck to the roof
of your mouth so you won't be able to
talk and tell the people what they're
doing wrong, even though they are a
bunch of rebels.
27 "But then when the me is ripe, I'll
free your tongue and you'll say, 'This is
what GOD, the Master, says: ...'From
then on it's up to them. They can listen
or not listen, whichever they like. They
are a bunch of rebels!

4 1 "Now, son of man, take a brick and
place it before you. Draw a picture of

the city Jerusalem on it.
2 Then make a model of a military
siege against the brick: Build siege walls,
construct a ramp, set up army camps, lay
in ba ering rams around it.
3 Then get an iron skillet and place it
upright between you and the city--an
iron wall. Face the model: The city shall
be under siege and you shall be the
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besieger. This is a sign to the family of
Israel.
4 "Next lie on your le side and place
the sin of the family of Israel on yourself.
You will bear their sin for as many days
as you lie on your side.
5 The number of days you bear their sin
will match the number of years of their
sin, namely, 390. For 390 days you will
bear the sin of the family of Israel.
6 "Then, a er you have done this, turn
over and lie down on your right side and
bear the sin of the family of Judah. Your
assignment this me is to lie there for
forty days, a day for each year of their
sin.
7 Look straight at the siege of Jerusalem.
Roll up your sleeve, shake your bare arm,
and preach against her.
8 "I will e you up with ropes, e you
so you can't move or turn over un l you
have finished the days of the siege.
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9 "Next I want you to take wheat and
barley, beans and len ls, dried millet and
spelt, and mix them in a bowl to make
a flat bread. This is your food ra on for
the 390 days you lie on your side.
10Measure out about half a pound for
each day and eat it on schedule.
11Also measure out your daily ra on
of about a pint of water and drink it on
schedule.
12 Eat the bread as you would a muffin.
Bake the muffins out in the open where
everyone can see you, using dried
human dung for fuel."
13GOD said, "This is what the people of
Israel are going to do: Among the pagan
na ons where I will drive them, they will
eat foods that are strictly taboo to a holy
people."
14 I said, "GOD, my Master! Never!
I've never contaminated myself with
food like that. Since my youth I've
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never eaten anything forbidden by law,
nothing found dead or violated by wild
animals. I've never taken a single bite of
forbidden food."
15 "All right," he said. "I'll let you bake
your bread over cow dung instead of
human dung."
16 Then he said to me, "Son of man, I'm
going to cut off all food from Jerusalem.
The people will live on starva on ra ons,
worrying where the next meal's coming
from, scrounging for the next drink of
water.
17 Famine condi ons. People will look
at one another, see nothing but skin and
bones, and shake their heads. This is
what sin does."

5 1 "Now, son of man, take a sharp
sword and use it as a straight razor,

shaving your head and your beard. Then,
using a set of balancing scales, divide the
hair into thirds.



EZEKIEL 5 16
2When the days of the siege are over,
take one-third of the hair and burn it
inside the city. Take another third, chop
it into bits with the sword and sprinkle
it around the city. The final third you'll
throw to the wind. Then I'll go a er
them with a sword.
3 "Retrieve a few of the hairs and slip
them into your pocket.
4 Take some of them and throw them
into the fire--burn them up. From them,
fire will spread to the whole family of
Israel.
5 "This is what GOD, the Master, says:
This means [Jerusalem]. I set her at
the center of the world, all the na ons
ranged around her.
6 But she rebelled against my laws and
ordinances, rebelled far worse than
the na ons ranged around her--sheer
wickedness!--refused my guidance,
ignored my direc ons.
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7 "Therefore this is what GOD, the
Master, says: You've been more
headstrong and willful than any of
the na ons around you, refusing my
guidance, ignoring my direc ons. You've
sunk to the gu er level of those around
you.
8 "Therefore this is what GOD, the
Master, says: I'm se ng myself against
you--yes, against you, Jerusalem. I'm
going to punish you in full sight of the
na ons.
9 Because of your disgus ng no-god
idols, I'm going to do something to you
that I've never done before and will
never do again:
10 turn families into cannibals--parents
ea ng children, children ea ng parents!
Punishment indeed. And whoever's le
over I'll throw to the winds.
11 "Therefore, as sure as I am the
living God--Decree of GOD, the Master-
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-because you've polluted my Sanctuary
with your obsceni es and disgus ng
no-god idols, I'm pulling out. Not an
ounce of pity will I show you.
12A third of your people will die of
either disease or hunger inside the city,
a third will be killed outside the city, and
a third will be thrown to the winds and
chased by killers.
13 "Only then will I calm down and let
my anger cool. Then you'll know that I
was serious about this all along, that I'm
a jealous God and not to be trifled with.
14 "When I get done with you, you'll be
a pile of rubble. Na ons who walk by will
make coarse jokes.
15When I finish my angry punishment
and searing rebukes, you'll be reduced
to an object of ridicule and mockery,
turned into a horror story circula ng
among the surrounding na ons. I, GOD,
have spoken.
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16 "When I shoot my lethal famine
arrows at you, I'll shoot to kill. Then
I'll step up the famine and cut off food
supplies.
17 Famine and more famine--and then
I'll send in the wild animals to finish
off your children. Epidemic disease,
unrestrained murder, death--and I will
have sent it! I, GOD, have spoken."

6 1 Then theWord of GOD came to me:
2 "Son of man, now turn and face

the mountains of Israel and preach
against them
3 'O Mountains of Israel, listen to the
Message of GOD, the Master. GOD, the
Master, speaks to the mountains and
hills, to the ravines and the valleys: I'm
about to destroy your sacred god and
goddess shrines.
4 I'll level your altars, bust up your
sun-god pillars, and kill your people as
they bow down to your no-god idols.
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5 I'll stack the dead bodies of Israelites
in front of your idols and then sca er
your bones around your shrines.
6 Every place where you've lived, the
towns will be torn down and the pagan
shrines demolished--altars busted up,
idols smashed, all your custom-made
sun-god pillars in ruins.
7 Corpses everywhere you look! Then
you'll know that I am GOD.
8 "'But I'll let a few escape the killing as
you are sca ered through other lands
and na ons.
9 In the foreign countries where
they're taken as prisoners of war, they'll
remember me. They'll realize how
devastated I was by their betrayals,
by their voracious lust for gra fying
themselves in their idolatries. They'll be
disgusted with their evil ways, disgus ng
to God in the way they've lived.
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10 They'll know that I am GOD. They'll
know that my judgment against them
was no empty threat.
11 "'This is what GOD, the Master, says:
Clap your hands, stamp your feet, yell
out, "No, no, no!" because of all the evil
obsceni es rife in Israel. They're going
to be killed, dying of hunger, dying of
disease--
12 death everywhere you look, people
dropping like flies, people far away dying,
people nearby dying, and whoever's
le in the city starving to death. Why?
Because I'm angry, furiously angry.
13 They'll realize that I am GOD when
they see their people's corpses strewn
over and around all their ruined sex-and-
religion shrines on the bare hills and in
the lush fer lity groves, in all the places
where they indulged their sensual rites.
14 I'll bring my hand down hard on
them, demolish the country wherever
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they live, turn it into wasteland from one
end to the other, from the wilderness
to Riblah. Then they'll know that I am
GOD!'"

7 1GOD's Word came to me, saying,
2 "You, son of man--GOD, the

Master, has this Message for the land of
Israel: "'End me. The end of business as
usual for everyone.
3 It's all over. The end is upon you. I've
launched my anger against you. I've
issued my verdict on the way you live.
I'll make you pay for your disgus ng
obsceni es.
4 I won't look the other way, I won't
feel sorry for you. I'll make you pay for
the way you've lived: Your disgus ng
obsceni es will boomerang on you, and
you'll realize that I am GOD.'
5 "I, GOD, the Master, say: 'Disaster
a er disaster! Look, it comes!
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6 End me--the end comes. The end is
ripe. Watch out, it's coming!
7 This is your fate, you who live in
this land. Time's up. It's zero hour. No
dragging of feet now, no bargaining for
more me.
8 Soon now I'll pour my wrath on you,
pay out my anger against you, Render
my verdict on the way you've lived, make
you pay for your disgus ng obsceni es.
9 I won't look the other way, I won't
feel sorry for you. I'll make you pay for
the way you've lived. Your disgus ng
obsceni es will boomerang on you. Then
you'll realize that it is I, GOD, who has hit
you.
10 "'Judgment Day! Fate has caught
up with you. The scepter outsized and
preten ous, pride burs ng all bounds,
11Violence stru ng, brandishing the
evil scepter. But there's nothing to them,
and nothing will be le of them.
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12 Time's up. Countdown: five, four,
three, two...Buyer, don't crow; seller,
don't worry: Judgment wrath has turned
the world topsy-turvy.
13 The bo om has dropped out of
buying and selling. It will never be the
same again. But don't fantasize an
upturn in the market. The country is
bankrupt because of its sins, and it's not
going to get any be er.
14 "'The trumpet signals the call to
ba le: "Present arms!" But no one
marches into ba le. My wrath has them
paralyzed!
15On the open roads you're killed, or
else you go home and die of hunger and
disease. Either get murdered out in the
country or die of sickness or hunger in
town.
16 Survivors run for the hills. They
moan like doves in the valleys, Each one
moaning for his own sins.
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17 "'Every hand hangs limp, every knee
turns to rubber.
18 They dress in rough burlap--sorry
scarecrows, Shi y and shamefaced, with
their heads shaved bald.
19 "'They throw their money into the
gu ers. Their hard-earned cash s nks
like garbage. They find that it won't buy
a thing they either want or need on
Judgment Day. They tripped on money
and fell into sin.
20 Proud and preten ous with their
jewels, they deck out their vile and
vulgar no-gods in finery. I'll make those
god-obsceni es a stench in their nostrils.
21 I'll give away their religious junk-
-strangers will pick it up for free, the
godless spit on it and make jokes.
22 I'll turn my face so I won't have to
look as my treasured place and people
are violated, As violent strangers walk in
and desecrate place and people--



EZEKIEL 7 26
23A bloody massacre, as crime and
violence fill the city.
24 I'll bring in the dregs of humanity
to move into their houses. I'll put a
stop to the boas ng and stru ng of
the high-and-mighty, And see to it that
there'll be nothing holy le in their holy
places.
25 Catastrophe descends. They look
for peace, but there's no peace to be
found--
26Disaster on the heels of disaster, one
rumor a er another. They clamor for
the prophet to tell them what's up, but
nobody knows anything. Priests don't
have a clue; the elders don't know what
to say.
27 The king holds his head in despair;
the prince is devastated. The common
people are paralyzed. Gripped by fear,
they can't move. I'll deal with them
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where they are, judge them on their
terms. They'll know that I am GOD.'"

8 1 In the sixth year, in the sixth month
and the fi h day, while I was si ng

at home mee ng with the leaders of
Judah, it happened that the hand of my
Master, GOD, gripped me.
2When I looked, I was astonished.
What I saw looked like a man--from the
waist down like fire and from the waist
up like highly burnished bronze.
3He reached out what looked like
a hand and grabbed me by the hair.
The Spirit swept me high in the air
and carried me in visions of God to
Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north
gate of the Temple's inside court where
the image of the sex goddess that makes
God so angry had been set up.
4 Right before me was the Glory of the
God of Israel, exactly like the vision I had
seen out on the plain.
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5He said to me, "Son of man, look
north." I looked north and saw it: Just
north of the entrance loomed the altar
of the sex goddess, Asherah, that makes
God so angry.
6 Then he said, "Son of man, do you
see what they're doing? Outrageous
obsceni es! And doing them right here!
It's enough to drive me right out of my
own Temple. But you're going to see
worse yet."
7He brought me to the door of the
Temple court. I looked and saw a gaping
hole in the wall.
8He said, "Son of man, dig through the
wall." I dug through the wall and came
upon a door.
9He said, "Now walk through the door
and take a look at the obsceni es they're
engaging in."
10 I entered and looked. I couldn't
believe my eyes: Painted all over the
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walls were pictures of rep les and
animals and monsters--the whole
pantheon of Egyp an gods and
goddesses--being worshiped by Israel.
11 In the middle of the room were
seventy of the leaders of Israel, with
Jaazaniah son of Shaphan standing in
the middle. Each held his censer with
the incense rising in a fragrant cloud.
12He said, "Son of man, do you see
what the elders are doing here in the
dark, each one before his favorite
god-picture? They tell themselves, 'GOD
doesn't see us. GOD has forsaken the
country.'"
13 Then he said, "You're going to see
worse yet."
14He took me to the entrance at the
north gate of the Temple of GOD. I
saw women si ng there, weeping for
Tammuz, the Babylonian fer lity god.



EZEKIEL 8–9 30
15He said, "Have you go en an eyeful,
son of man? You're going to see worse
yet."
16 Finally, he took me to the inside court
of the Temple of GOD. There between
the porch and the altar were about
twenty-five men. Their backs were to
GOD's Temple. They were facing east,
bowing in worship to the sun.
17He said, "Have you seen enough,
son of man? Isn't it bad enough that
Judah engages in these outrageous
obsceni es? They fill the country with
violence and now provoke me even
further with their obscene gestures.
18 That's it. They have an angry God on
their hands! From now on, no mercy.
They can shout all they want, but I'm not
listening."

9 1 Then I heard him call out loudly,
"Execu oners, come! And bring your

deadly weapons with you."
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2 Six men came down the road from
the upper gate that faces north, each
carrying his lethal weapon. With them
was a man dressed in linen with a wri ng
case slung from his shoulder. They
entered and stood by the bronze altar.
3 The Glory of the God of Israel
ascended from his usual place above
the cherubim-angels, moved to the
threshold of the Temple, and called to
the man with the wri ng case who was
dressed in linen:
4 "Go through the streets of Jerusalem
and put a mark on the forehead of
everyone who is in anguish over the
outrageous obsceni es being done in
the city."
5 I listened as he went on to address the
execu oners: "Follow him through the
city and kill. Feel sorry for no one. Show
no compassion.
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6 Kill old men and women, young men
and women, mothers and children. But
don't lay a hand on anyone with the
mark. Start at my Temple." They started
with the leaders in front of the Temple.
7He told the execu oners, "Desecrate
the Temple. Fill it with corpses. Then go
out and con nue the killing."
8 So they went out and struck the city.
While the massacre went forward, I was
le alone. I fell onmy face in prayer: "Oh,
oh, GOD, my Master! Are you going to
kill everyone le in Israel in this pouring
out of your anger on Jerusalem?"
9He said, "The guilt of Israel and Judah
is enormous. The land is swollen with
murder. The city is bloated with injus ce.
They all say, 'GOD has forsaken the
country. He doesn't see anything we do.'
10Well, I do see, and I'm not feeling
sorry for any of them. They're going to
pay for what they've done."
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11 Just then, the man dressed in linen
and carrying the wri ng case came back
and reported, "I've done what you told
me."

10 1When I next looked, oh! Above
the dome over the heads of the

cherubim-angels was what looked like a
throne, sky-blue, like a sapphire!
2GOD said to the man dressed in linen,
"Enter the place of the wheels under
the cherubim-angels. Fill your hands
with burning coals from beneath the
cherubim and sca er them over the
city." I watched as he entered.
3 The cherubim were standing on the
south side of the Temple when the
man entered. A cloud filled the inside
courtyard.
4 Then the Glory of GOD ascended
from the cherubim and moved to the
threshold of the Temple. The cloud filled
the Temple. Court and Temple were both



EZEKIEL 10 34
filled with the blazing presence of the
Glory of GOD.
5And the sound! The wings of the
cherubim were audible all the way to the
outer court--the sound of the voice was
like The Strong God in thunder.
6When GOD commanded the man
dressed in linen, "Take fire from
among the wheels, from between the
cherubim," he went in and stood beside
a wheel.
7One of the cherubim reached into the
fire, took some coals, and put them in
the hands of the man dressed in linen.
He took them and went out.
8 Something that looked like a human
hand could be seen under the wings of
the cherubim.
9And then I saw four wheels beside
the cherubim, one beside each cherub.
The wheels radia ng were sparkling like
diamonds in the sun.
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10All four wheels looked alike, each like
a wheel within a wheel.
11When they moved, they went in any
of the four direc ons but in a perfectly
straight line. Where the cherubim went,
the wheels went straight ahead.
12 The cherubim were full of eyes in
their backs, hands, and wings. The
wheels likewise were full of eyes.
13 I heard the wheels called "wheels
within wheels."
14 Each of the cherubim had four faces:
the first, of an angel; the second, a
human; the third, a lion; the fourth, an
eagle.
15 Then the cherubim ascended. They
were the same living creatures I had
seen at the Kebar River.
16When the cherubim moved, the
wheels beside them moved. When the
cherubim spread their wings to take off
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from the ground, the wheels stayed right
with them.
17When the cherubim stopped, the
wheels stopped. When the cherubim
rose, the wheels rose, because the spirit
of the living creatures was also in the
wheels.
18 Then the Glory of GOD le the
Temple entrance and hovered over the
cherubim.
19 I watched as the cherubim spread
their wings and le the ground, the
wheels right with them. They stopped
at the entrance of the east gate of the
Temple. The Glory of the God of Israel
was above them.
20 These were the same living creatures
I had seen previously beneath the God
of Israel at the Kebar River. I recognized
them as cherubim.
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21 Each had four faces and four wings.
Under their wings was what looked like
human hands.
22 Their faces looked exactly like those I
had seen at the Kebar River. Each went
straight ahead.

11 1 Then the Spirit picked me up
and took me to the gate of the

Temple that faces east. There were
twenty-five men standing at the gate. I
recognized the leaders, Jaazaniah son of
Azzur and Pela ah son of Benaiah.
2GOD said, "Son of man, these are the
men who draw up blueprints for sin,
who think up new programs for evil in
this city.
3 They say, 'We can make anything
happen here. We're the best. We're the
choice pieces of meat in the soup pot.'
4 "Oppose them, son of man. Preach
against them."
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5 Then the Spirit of GOD came upon me
and told me what to say: "This is what
GOD says: 'That's a fine public speech,
Israel, but I know what you are thinking.
6 You've murdered a lot of people in
this city. The streets are piled high with
corpses.'
7 "Therefore this is what GOD, the
Master, says: 'The corpses that you've
piled in the streets are the meat and
this city is the soup pot, and [you're] not
even in the pot! I'm throwing you out!
8 You fear war, but war is what you're
going to get. I'm bringing war against
you.
9 I'm throwing you out of this city, giving
you over to foreigners, and punishing
you good.
10 You'll be killed in ba le. I'll carry out
judgment on you at the borders of Israel.
Then you'll realize that I am GOD.
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11 This city will not be your soup pot
and you won't be the choice pieces of
meat in it either. Hardly. I will carry out
judgment on you at the borders of Israel
12 and you'll realize that I am GOD, for
you haven't followed my statutes and
ordinances. Instead of following my
ways, you've sunk to the level of the
laws of the na ons around you.'"
13 Even while I was preaching, Pela ah
son of Benaiah died. I fell down, face
to the ground, and prayed loudly, "O
Master, GOD! Will you completely wipe
out what's le of Israel?"
14 The answer from GOD came back:
15 "Son of man, your brothers--I mean
the whole people of Israel who are in
exile with you--are the people of whom
the ci zens of Jerusalem are saying,
'They're in the far country, far from GOD.
This land has been given to us to own.'
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16 "Well, tell them this: 'This is your
Message from GOD, the Master. True, I
sent you to the far country and sca ered
you through other lands. All the same,
I've provided you a temporary sanctuary
in the countries where you've gone.
17 I will gather you back from those
countries and lands where you've been
sca ered and give you back the land of
Israel.
18 You'll come back and clean house,
throw out all the ro en images and
obscene idols.
19 I'll give you a new heart. I'll put a
new spirit in you. I'll cut out your stone
heart and replace it with a red-blooded,
firm-muscled heart.
20 Then you'll obey my statutes and be
careful to obey my commands. You'll be
my people! I'll be your God!
21 "'But not those who are self-willed
and addicted to their ro en images and
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obscene idols! I'll see that they're paid
in full for what they've done.' Decree of
GOD, the Master."
22 Then the cherubim spread their
wings, with the wheels beside them and
the Glory of the God of Israel hovering
over them.
23 The Glory of GOD ascended from
within the city and rested on the
mountain to the east of the city.
24 Then, s ll in the vision given me by
the Spirit of God, the Spirit took me and
carried me back to the exiles in Babylon.
And then the vision le me.
25 I told the exiles everything that GOD
had shown me.

12 1God's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, you're living with

a bunch of rebellious people. They have
eyes but don't see a thing, they have
ears but don't hear a thing. They're
rebels all.
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3 So, son of man, pack up your exile
duffel bags. Leave in broad daylight with
everyone watching and go off, as if into
exile. Maybe then they'll understand
what's going on, rebels though they are.
4 You'll take up your baggage while they
watch, a bundle of the bare necessi es
of someone going into exile, and toward
evening leave, just like a person going
off into exile.
5As they watch, dig through the wall of
the house and carry your bundle through
it.
6 In full sight of the people, put the
bundle on your shoulder and walk out
into the night. Cover your face so you
won't have to look at what you'll never
see again. I'm using you as a sign for the
family of Israel."
7 I did exactly as he commanded me.
I got my stuff together and brought it
out in the street where everyone could
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see me, bundled it up the way someone
being taken off into exile would, and
then, as the sun went down, made a hole
in the wall of the house with my hands.
As it grew dark and as they watched,
I le , throwing my bundle across my
shoulders.
8 The next morning GOD spoke to me:
9 "Son of man, when anyone in Israel,
that bunch of rebels, asks you, 'What are
you doing?'
10 Tell them, 'GOD, the Master, says
that this Message especially concerns
the prince in Jerusalem--Zedekiah--but
includes all the people of Israel.'
11 "Also tell them, 'I am drawing a
picture for you. As I am now doing, it will
be done to all the people of Israel. They
will go into exile as cap ves.'
12 "The prince will put his bundle on his
shoulders in the dark and leave. He'll dig
through the wall of the house, covering
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his face so he won't have to look at the
land he'll never see again.
13 But I'll make sure he gets caught and
is taken to Babylon. Blinded, he'll never
see that land in which he'll die.
14 I'll sca er to the four winds those
who helped him escape, along with his
troops, and many will die in ba le.
15 They'll realize that I am GOD when I
sca er them among foreign countries.
16 "I'll permit a few of them to escape
the killing, starva on, and deadly
sickness so that they can confess among
the foreign countries all the disgus ng
obsceni es they've been involved in.
They will realize that I am GOD."
17GOD's Message came to me:
18 "Son of man, eat your meals shaking
in your boots, drink your water trembling
with fear.
19 Tell the people of this land, everyone
living in Jerusalem and Israel, GOD's
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Message: 'You'll eat your meals shaking
in your boots and drink your water in
terror because your land is going to be
stripped bare as punishment for the
brutality rampant in it.
20All the ci es and villages will be
emp ed out and the fields destroyed.
Then you'll realize that I am GOD.'"
21GOD's Message came to me:
22 "Son of man, what's this proverb
making the rounds in the land of Israel
that says, 'Everything goes on the same
as ever; all the prophe c warnings are
false alarms'?
23 "Tell them, 'GOD, the Master, says,
This proverb's going to have a short
life!' "Tell them, 'Time's about up. Every
warning is about to come true.
24 False alarms and easygoing preaching
are a thing of the past in the life of Israel.
25 I, GOD, am doing the speaking. What
I say happens. None of what I say is on
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hold. What I say, I'll do--and soon, you
rebels!' Decree of God the Master."
26GOD's Message came to me:
27 "Son of man, do you hear what Israel
is saying: that the alarm the prophet
raises is for a long me off, that he's
preaching about the far-off future?
28Well, tell them, 'GOD, the Master,
says, "Nothing of what I say is on hold.
What I say happens."' Decree of GOD,
the Master."

13 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, preach against

the prophets of Israel who are making
things up out of their own heads and
calling it 'prophesying.' "Preach to them
the real thing. Tell them, 'Listen to GOD's
Message!'
3GOD, the Master, pronounces doom
on the empty-headed prophets who do
their own thing and know nothing of
what's going on!
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4 Your prophets, Israel, are like jackals
scavenging through the ruins.
5 They haven't li ed a finger to repair
the defenses of the city and have risked
nothing to help Israel stand on GOD's
Day of Judgment.
6All they do is fantasize comfor ng
illusions and preach lying sermons. They
say 'GOD says...'when GOD hasn't so
much as breathed in their direc on.
And yet they stand around thinking that
something they said is going to happen.
7 "Haven't you fantasized sheer
nonsense? Aren't your sermons ssues
of lies, saying 'GOD says...'when I've
done nothing of the kind?
8 Therefore--and this is the Message of
GOD, the Master, remember--I'm dead
set against prophets who subs tute
illusions for visions and use sermons to
tell lies.
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9 I'm going to ban them from the
council of my people, remove them
from membership in Israel, and outlaw
them from the land of Israel. Then you'll
realize that I am GOD, the Master.
10 "The fact is that they've lied to my
people. They've said, 'No problem;
everything's just fine,' when things are
not at all fine. When people build a wall,
they're right behind them slapping on
whitewash.
11 Tell those who are slapping on the
whitewash, 'When a torrent of rain
comes and the hailstones crash down
and the hurricane sweeps in
12 and the wall collapses, what's the
good of the whitewash that you slapped
on so liberally, making it look so good?'
13 "And that's exactly what will happen.
I, GOD, the Master, say so: 'I'll let the
hurricane of my wrath loose, a torrent of
my hailstone-anger.
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14 I'll make that wall you've slapped
with whitewash collapse. I'll level it to
the ground so that only the founda on
stones will be le . And in the ruin you'll
all die. You'll realize then that I am GOD.
15 "'I'll dump my wrath on that wall, all
of it, and on those who plastered it with
whitewash. I will say to them, There is
no wall, and those who did such a good
job of whitewashing it wasted their me,
16 those prophets of Israel who
preached to Jerusalem and announced
all their visions telling us things were
just fine when they weren't at all fine.
Decree of GOD, the Master.'
17 "And the women prophets--son of
man, take your stand against the women
prophets who make up stuff out of their
own minds. Oppose them.
18 Say 'Doom' to the women who sew
magic bracelets and head scarves to suit
every taste, devices to trap souls. Say,
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'Will you kill the souls of my people, use
living souls to make yourselves rich and
popular?
19 You have profaned me among my
people just to get ahead yourselves, used
me to make yourselves look good--killing
souls who should never have died and
coddling souls who shouldn't live. You've
lied to people who love listening to lies.'
20 "Therefore GOD says, 'I am against all
the devices and techniques you use to
hunt down souls. I'll rip them out of your
hands. I'll free the souls you're trying to
catch.
21 I'll rip your magic bracelets and
scarves to shreds and deliver my people
from your influence so they'll no longer
be vic mized by you. That's how you'll
come to realize that I am GOD.
22 "'Because you've confounded and
confused good people, unsuspec ng
and innocent people, with your lies, and



EZEKIEL 13–14 51
because you've made it easy for others
to persist in evil so that it wouldn't even
dawn on them to turn to me so I could
save them,
23 as of now you're finished. No more
delusion-mongering from you, no more
sermonic lies. I'm going to rescue my
people from your clutches. And you'll
realize that I am GOD.'"

14 1 Some of the leaders of Israel
approached me and sat down

with me.
2GOD's Message came to me:
3 "Son of Man, these people have
installed idols in their hearts. They have
embraced the wickedness that will ruin
them. Why should I even bother with
their prayers?
4 Therefore tell them, 'The Message
of GOD, the Master: All in Israel who
install idols in their hearts and embrace
the wickedness that will ruin them and
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s ll have the gall to come to a prophet,
be on no ce: I, GOD, will step in and
personally answer them as they come
dragging along their mob of idols.
5 I am ready to go to work on the hearts
of the house of Israel, all of whom have
le me for their idols.'
6 "Therefore, say to the house of Israel:
'GOD, the Master, says, Repent! Turn
your backs on your no-god idols. Turn
your backs on all your outrageous
obsceni es.
7 To every last person from the house
of Israel, including any of the resident
aliens who live in Israel--all who turn
their backs on me and embrace idols,
who install the wickedness that will ruin
them at the center of their lives and
then have the gall to go to the prophet
to ask me ques ons--I, GOD, will step in
and give the answer myself.
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8 I'll oppose those people to their faces,
make an example of them--a warning
lesson--and get rid of them so you will
realize that I am GOD.
9 "'If a prophet is deceived and tells
these idolaters the lies they want to
hear, I, GOD, get blamed for those lies.
He won't get by with it. I'll grab him by
the scruff of the neck and get him out of
there.
10 They'll be equally guilty, the prophet
and the one who goes to the prophet,
11 so that the house of Israel will never
again wander off my paths and make
themselves filthy in their rebellions, but
will rather be my people, just as I am
their God. Decree of GOD, the Master.'"
12GOD's Message came to me:
13 "Son of man, when a country sins
against me by living faithlessly and I
reach out and destroy its food supply by
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bringing on a famine, wiping out humans
and animals alike,
14 even if Noah, Daniel, and Job--the
Big Three--were alive at the me, it
wouldn't do the popula on any good.
Their righteousness would only save
their own lives." Decree of GOD, the
Master.
15 "Or, if I make wild animals go through
the country so that everyone has to leave
and the country becomes wilderness
and no one dares enter it anymore
because of the wild animals,
16 even if these three men were living
there, as sure as I am the living God,
neither their sons nor daughters would
be rescued, but only those three, and
the country would revert to wilderness.
17 "Or, if I bring war on that country
and give the order, 'Let the killing begin!'
leaving both people and animals dead,
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18 even if those three men were alive at
the me, as sure as I am the living God,
neither sons nor daughters would be
rescued, but only these three.
19 "Or, if I visit a deadly disease on that
country, pouring out my lethal anger,
killing both people and animals,
20 and Noah, Daniel, and Job happened
to be alive at the me, as sure as I am
the living God, not a son, not a daughter,
would be rescued. Only these three
would be delivered because of their
righteousness.
21 "Now then, that's the picture,"
says GOD, the Master, "once I've sent
my four catastrophic judgments on
Jerusalem--war, famine, wild animals,
disease--to kill off people and animals
alike. But look!
22 Believe it or not, there'll be survivors.
Some of their sons and daughters will be
brought out. When they come out to you
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and their salva on is right in your face,
you'll see for yourself the life they've
been saved from. You'll know that this
severe judgment I brought on Jerusalem
was worth it, that it had to be.
23 Yes, when you see in detail the
kind of lives they've been living, you'll
feel much be er. You'll see the reason
behind all that I've done in Jerusalem."
Decree of GOD, the Master.

15 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, how would you

compare the wood of a vine with the
branches of any tree you'd find in the
forest?
3 Is vine wood ever used to make
anything? Is it used to make pegs to
hang things from?
4 "I don't think so. At best it's good for
fuel. Look at it: a flimsy piece of vine,
thrown in the fire and then rescued--the
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ends burned off and the middle charred.
Now is it good for anything?
5 "Hardly. When it was whole it wasn't
good for anything. Half-burned is no
improvement. What's it good for?
6 "So here's the Message of GOD, the
Master: Like the wood of the vine I
selected from among the trees of the
forest and used as fuel for the fire, just
so I'll treat those who live in Jerusalem.
7 I am dead set against them. Even
though at one me they got out of the
fire charred, the fire's going to burn
them up. When I take my stand against
them, you'll realize that I am GOD.
8 I'll turn this country into a wilderness
because they've been faithless." Decree
of GOD, the Master.

16 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, confront

Jerusalem with her outrageous
viola ons.
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3 Say this: 'The Message of GOD, the
Master, to Jerusalem: You were born and
bred among Canaanites. Your father was
an Amorite and your mother a Hi te.
4 "'On the day you were born your
umbilical cord was not cut, you weren't
bathed and cleaned up, you weren't
rubbed with salt, you weren't wrapped
in a baby blanket.
5No one cared a fig for you. No one
did one thing to care for you tenderly in
these ways. You were thrown out into
a vacant lot and le there, dirty and
unwashed--a newborn nobody wanted.
6 "'And then I came by. I saw you all
miserable and bloody. Yes, I said to you,
lying there helpless and filthy, "Live!
7Grow up like a plant in the field!" And
you did. You grew up. You grew tall and
matured as a woman, full-breasted, with
flowing hair. But you were naked and
vulnerable, fragile and exposed.
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8 "'I came by again and saw you, saw
that you were ready for love and a lover.
I took care of you, dressed you and
protected you. I promised you my love
and entered the covenant of marriage
with you. I, GOD, the Master, gave my
word. You became mine.
9 I gave you a good bath, washing off all
that old blood, and anointed you with
aroma c oils.
10 I dressed you in a colorful gown and
put leather sandals on your feet. I gave
you linen blouses and a fashionable
wardrobe of expensive clothing.
11 I adorned you with jewelry: I placed
bracelets on your wrists, fi ed you out
with a necklace,
12 emerald rings, sapphire earrings, and
a diamond ara.
13 You were provided with everything
precious and beau ful: with exquisite
clothes and elegant food, garnished
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with honey and oil. You were absolutely
stunning. You were a queen!
14 You became world-famous, a
legendary beauty brought to perfec on
by my adornments. Decree of GOD, the
Master.
15 "'But your beauty went to your head
and you became a common whore,
grabbing anyone coming down the street
and taking him into your bed.
16 You took your fine dresses and made
"tents" of them, using them as brothels
in which you prac ced your trade. This
kind of thing should never happen,
never.
17 "'And then you took all that fine
jewelry I gave you, my gold and my silver,
and made pornographic images of them
for your brothels.
18 You decorated your beds with
fashionable silks and co ons, and
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perfumed them with my aroma c oils
and incense.
19And then you set out the wonderful
foods I provided--the fresh breads and
fruits, with fine herbs and spices, which
were my gi s to you--and you served
them as delicacies in your whorehouses.
That's what happened, says GOD, the
Master.
20 "'And then you took your sons and
your daughters, whom you had given
birth to as my children, and you killed
them, sacrificing them to idols. Wasn't
it bad enough that you had become a
whore?
21And now you're a murderer, killing
my children and sacrificing them to idols.
22 "'Not once during these years of
outrageous obsceni es and whorings
did you remember your infancy,
when you were naked and exposed, a
blood-smeared newborn.
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23 "'And then to top off all your evil acts,
you built your bold brothels in every
town square. Doom! Doom to you, says
GOD, the Master!
24At every major intersec on you built
your bold brothels and exposed your
slu sh sex, spreading your legs for
everyone who passed by.
25 "'And then you went interna onal
with your whoring.
26 You fornicated with the Egyp ans,
seeking them out in their sex orgies.
The more promiscuous you became, the
angrier I got.
27 Finally, I intervened, reduced your
borders and turned you over to the
rapacity of your enemies. Even the
Philis ne women--can you believe
it?--were shocked at your slu sh life.
28 "'You went on to fornicate with the
Assyrians. Your appe te was insa able.
But s ll you weren't sa sfied.
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29 You took on the Babylonians, a
country of businessmen, and s ll you
weren't sa sfied.
30 "'What a sick soul! Doing all this
stuff--the champion whore!
31 You built your bold brothels at every
major intersec on, opened up your
whorehouses in every neighborhood,
but you were different from regular
whores in that you wouldn't accept a
fee.
32 "'Wives who are unfaithful to their
husbands accept gi s from their lovers.
33And men commonly pay their
whores. But you pay your lovers! You
bribe men from all over to come to bed
with you!
34 You're just the opposite of the regular
whores who get paid for sex. Instead,
you pay men for [their] favors! You even
pervert whoredom!
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35 "'Therefore, whore, listen to GOD's
Message:
36 I, GOD, the Master, say, Because
you've been unrestrained in your
promiscuity, stripped down for every
lover, flaun ng your sex, and because
of your pornographic idols and all the
slaughtered children you offered to
them,
37 therefore, because of all this, I'm
going to get all your lovers together,
all those you've used for your own
pleasure, the ones you loved and the
ones you loathed. I'll assemble them as a
courtroom of spectators around you. In
broad daylight I'll strip you naked before
them--they'll see what you [really] look
like.
38 Then I'll sentence you to the
punishment for an adulterous woman
and a murderous woman. I'll give you a
taste of my wrath!
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39 "'I'll gather all your lovers around
you and turn you over to them. They'll
tear down your bold brothels and sex
shrines. They'll rip off your clothes, take
your jewels, and leave you naked and
exposed. Then
40 they'll call for a mass mee ng. The
mob will stone you and hack you to
pieces with their swords.
41 They'll burn down your houses. A
massive judgment--with all the women
watching! "'I'll have put a full stop to
your whoring life--no more paying lovers
to come to your bed!
42 By then my anger will be played out.
My jealousy will subside.
43 "'Because you didn't remember what
happened when you were young but
made me angry with all this behavior,
I'll make you pay for your waywardness.
Didn't you just exponen ally compound
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your outrageous obsceni es with all
your slu sh ways?
44 "'Everyone who likes to use proverbs
will use this one: "Like mother, like
daughter."
45 You're the daughter of your mother,
who couldn't stand her husband and
children. And you're a true sister of
your sisters, who couldn't stand their
husbands and children. Your mother was
a Hi te and your father an Amorite.
46 "'Your older sister is Samaria. She
lived to the north of you with her
daughters. Your younger sister is Sodom,
who lived to the south of you with her
daughters.
47Haven't you lived just like they did?
Haven't you engaged in outrageous
obsceni es just like they did? In fact, it
didn't take you long to catch up and pass
them!
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48As sure as I am the living God!-
-Decree of GOD, the Master--your
sister Sodom and her daughters never
even came close to what you and your
daughters have done.
49 "'The sin of your sister Sodom was
this: She lived with her daughters in the
lap of luxury--proud, glu onous, and
lazy. They ignored the oppressed and
the poor.
50 They put on airs and lived obscene
lives. And you know what happened: I
did away with them.
51 "'And Samaria. Samaria didn't sin
half as much as you. You've commi ed
far more obsceni es than she ever did.
Why, you make your two sisters look
good in comparison with what you've
done!
52 Face it, your sisters look mighty good
compared with you. Because you've
outsinned them so completely, you've
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actually made them look righteous.
Aren't you ashamed? But you're going to
have to live with it. What a reputa on to
carry into history: outsinning your two
sisters!
53 "'But I'm going to reverse their
fortunes, the fortunes of Sodom and her
daughters and the fortunes of Samaria
and her daughters. And--get this--[your]
fortunes right along with them!
54 S ll, you're going to have to live with
your shame. And by facing and accep ng
your shame, you're going to provide
some comfort to your two sisters.
55 Your sisters, Sodom with her
daughters and Samaria with her
daughters, will become what they were
before, and you will become what you
were before.
56 Remember the days when you were
pu ng on airs, ac ng so high and
mighty, looking down on sister Sodom?
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57 That was before your evil ways were
exposed. And now you're the bu of
contempt, despised by the Edomite
women, the Philis ne women, and
everybody else around.
58 But you have to face it, to accept
the shame of your obscene and vile life.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
59 "'GOD, the Master, says, I'll do to you
just as you have already done, you who
have treated my oath with contempt
and broken the covenant.
60All the same, I'll remember the
covenant I made with you when you
were young and I'll make a new covenant
with you that will last forever.
61 You'll remember your sorry past and
be properly contrite when you receive
back your sisters, both the older and
the younger. I'll give them to you as
daughters, but not as par cipants in
your covenant.
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62 I'll firmly establish my covenant with
you and you'll know that I am GOD.
63 You'll remember your past life and
face the shame of it, but when I make
atonement for you, make everything
right a er all you've done, it will leave
you speechless.'" Decree of GOD, the
Master.

17 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, make a riddle for

the house of Israel. Tell them a story.
3 Say, 'GOD, the Master, says: "'A great
eagle with a huge wingspan and long
feathers, In full plumage and bright
colors, came to Lebanon And took the
top off a cedar,
4 broke off the top branch, Took it to a
land of traders, and set it down in a city
of shopkeepers.
5 Then he took a cu ng from the land
and planted it in good, well-watered soil,
like a willow on a riverbank.



EZEKIEL 17 71
6 It sprouted into a flourishing vine,
low to the ground. Its branches grew
toward the eagle and the roots became
established--A vine pu ng out shoots,
developing branches.
7 "'There was another great eagle with
a huge wingspan and thickly feathered.
This vine sent out its roots toward him
from the place where it was planted. Its
branches reached out to him so he could
water it from a long distance.
8 It had been planted in good, well-
watered soil, And it put out branches
and bore fruit, and became a noble vine.
9 "'GOD, the Master, says, Will it thrive?
Won't he just pull it up by the roots and
leave the grapes to rot And the branches
to shrivel up, a withered, dead vine? It
won't take much strength or many hands
to pull it up.
10 Even if it's transplanted, will it thrive?
When the hot east wind strikes it,
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won't it shrivel up? Won't it dry up and
blow away from the place where it was
planted?'"
11GOD's Message came to me:
12 "Tell this house of rebels, 'Do you
get it? Do you know what this means?'
"Tell them, 'The king of Babylon came
to Jerusalem and took its king and its
leaders back to Babylon.
13He took one of the royal family and
made a covenant with him, making him
swear his loyalty. The king of Babylon
took all the top leaders into exile
14 to make sure that this kingdom
stayed weak--didn't get any big ideas of
itself--and kept the covenant with him
so that it would have a future.
15 "'But he rebelled and sent emissaries
to Egypt to recruit horses and a big army.
Do you think that's going to work? Are
they going to get by with this? Does
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anyone break a covenant and get off
scot-free?
16 "'As sure as I am the living God, this
king who broke his pledge of loyalty and
his covenant will die in that country, in
Babylon.
17 Pharaoh with his big army--all those
soldiers!--won't li a finger to fight for
him when Babylon sets siege to the city
and kills everyone inside.
18 Because he broke his word and broke
the covenant, even though he gave his
solemn promise, because he went ahead
and did all these things anyway, he won't
escape.
19 "'Therefore, GOD, the Master, says,
As sure as I am the living God, because
the king despised my oath and broke my
covenant, I'll bring the consequences
crashing down on his head.
20 I'll send out a search party and catch
him. I'll take him to Babylon and have
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him brought to trial because of his total
disregard for me.
21All his elite soldiers, along with the
rest of the army, will be killed in ba le,
and whoever is le will be sca ered to
the four winds. Then you'll realize that I,
GOD, have spoken.
22 "'GOD, the Master, says, I personally
will take a shoot from the top of the
towering cedar, a cu ng from the crown
of the tree, and plant it on a high and
towering mountain,
23 on the high mountain of Israel. It will
grow, pu ng out branches and fruit--a
majes c cedar. Birds of every sort and
kind will live under it. They'll build nests
in the shade of its branches.
24All the trees of the field will recognize
that I, GOD, made the great tree small
and the small tree great, made the green
tree turn dry and the dry tree sprout
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green branches. I, GOD, said it--and I did
it.'"

18 1GOD's Message to me:
2 "What do you people mean by

going around the country repea ng the
saying, The parents ate green apples,
The children got stomachache?
3 "As sure as I'm the living God, you're
not going to repeat this saying in Israel
any longer.
4 Every soul--man, woman, child--
belongs to me, parent and child alike.
You die for your own sin, not another's.
5 "Imagine a person who lives well,
trea ng others fairly, keeping good
rela onships--
6 doesn't eat at the pagan shrines,
doesn't worship the idols so popular
in Israel, doesn't seduce a neighbor's
spouse, doesn't indulge in casual sex,
7 doesn't bully anyone, doesn't pile
up bad debts, doesn't steal, doesn't
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refuse food to the hungry, doesn't refuse
clothing to the ill-clad,
8 doesn't exploit the poor, doesn't live
by impulse and greed, doesn't treat one
person be er than another,
9 But lives by my statutes and faithfully
honors and obeys my laws. This person
who lives upright and well shall live a full
and true life. Decree of GOD, the Master.
10 "But if this person has a child who
turns violent and murders and goes off
and does any of these things,
11 even though the parent has done
none of them--eats at the pagan shrines,
seduces his neighbor's spouse,
12 bullies the weak, steals, piles up
bad debts, admires idols, commits
outrageous obsceni es,
13 exploits the poor"--do you think this
person, the child, will live? Not a chance!
Because he's done all these vile things,
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he'll die. And his death will be his own
fault.
14 "Now look: Suppose that this child
has a child who sees all the sins done
by his parent. The child sees them, but
doesn't follow in the parent's footsteps--
15 doesn't eat at the pagan shrines,
doesn't worship the popular idols of
Israel, doesn't seduce his neighbor's
spouse,
16 doesn't bully anyone, doesn't refuse
to loan money, doesn't steal, doesn't
refuse food to the hungry, doesn't refuse
to give clothes to the ill-clad,
17 doesn't live by impulse and greed,
doesn't exploit the poor. He does what
I say; he performs my laws and lives by
my statutes. "This person will not die for
the sins of the parent; he will live truly
and well.
18 But the parent will die for what the
parent did, for the sins of--oppressing
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the weak, robbing brothers and sisters,
doing what is dead wrong in the
community.
19 "Do you need to ask, 'So why does
the child not share the guilt of the
parent?' "Isn't it plain? It's because the
child did what is fair and right. Since the
child was careful to do what is lawful and
right, the child will live truly and well.
20 The soul that sins is the soul that
dies. The child does not share the guilt
of the parent, nor the parent the guilt
of the child. If you live upright and well,
you get the credit; if you live a wicked
life, you're guilty as charged.
21 "But a wicked person who turns his
back on that life of sin and keeps all my
statutes, living a just and righteous life,
he'll live, really live. He won't die.
22 I won't keep a list of all the things he
did wrong. He will live.
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23Do you think I take any pleasure in
the death of wicked men and women?
Isn't it my pleasure that they turn
around, no longer living wrong but living
right--really living?
24 "The same thing goes for a good
person who turns his back on an upright
life and starts sinning, plunging into the
same vile obsceni es that the wicked
person prac ces. Will this person live?
I don't keep a list of all the things this
person did right, like money in the bank
he can draw on. Because of his defec on,
because he accumulates sin, he'll die.
25 "Do I hear you saying, 'That's not fair!
God's not fair!'? "Listen, Israel. I'm not
fair? You're the ones who aren't fair!
26 If a good person turns away from his
good life and takes up sinning, he'll die
for it. He'll die for his own sin.
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27 Likewise, if a bad person turns away
from his bad life and starts living a good
life, a fair life, he will save his life.
28 Because he faces up to all the wrongs
he's commi ed and puts them behind
him, he will live, really live. He won't die.
29 "And yet Israel keeps on whining,
'That's not fair! God's not fair.' "I'm not
fair, Israel? You're the ones who aren't
fair.
30 "The upshot is this, Israel: I'll judge
each of you according to the way you
live. So turn around! Turn your backs on
your rebellious living so that sin won't
drag you down.
31 Clean house. No more rebellions,
please. Get a new heart! Get a new
spirit! Why would you choose to die,
Israel?
32 I take no pleasure in anyone's death.
Decree of GOD, the Master. "Make a
clean break! Live!"
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19 1 Sing the blues over the princes
of Israel.

2 Say: What a lioness was your mother
among lions! She crouched in a pride of
young lions. Her cubs grew large.
3 She reared one of her cubs to
maturity, a robust young lion. He learned
to hunt. He ate men.
4Na ons sounded the alarm. He was
caught in a trap. They took him with
hooks and dragged him to Egypt.
5When the lioness saw she was
luckless, that her hope for that cub was
gone, She took her other cub and made
him a strong young lion.
6He prowled with the lions, a robust
young lion. He learned to hunt. He ate
men.
7He rampaged through their defenses,
le their ci es in ruins. The country and
everyone in it was terrorized by the roars
of the lion.
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8 The na ons got together to hunt him.
Everyone joined the hunt. They set out
their traps and caught him.
9 They put a wooden collar on him and
took him to the king of Babylon. Nomore
would that voice be heard disturbing the
peace in the mountains of Israel!
10Here's another way to put it: Your
mother was like a vine in a vineyard,
transplanted alongside streams of
water, Luxurious in branches and grapes
because of the ample water.
11 It grew sturdy branches fit to be
carved into a royal scepter. It grew high,
reaching into the clouds. Its branches
filled the horizon, and everyone could
see it.
12 Then it was ripped up in a rage and
thrown to the ground. The hot east wind
shriveled it up and stripped its fruit. The
sturdy branches dried out, fit for nothing
but kindling.
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13Now it's a s ck stuck out in the
desert, a bare s ck in a desert of death,
14Good for nothing but making fires,
campfires in the desert. Not a hint now
of those sturdy branches fit for use as a
royal scepter! (This is a sad song, a text
for singing the blues.)

20 1 In the seventh year, the fi h
month, on the tenth day of the

month, some of the leaders of Israel
came to ask for guidance from GOD.
They sat down before me.
2 Then GOD's Message came to me:
3 "Son of man, talk with the leaders of
Israel. Tell them, 'GOD, the Master, says,
"Have you come to ask me ques ons?
As sure as I am the living God, I'll not put
up with ques ons from you. Decree of
GOD, the Master."'
4 "Son of man, why don't [you] do it?
Yes, go ahead. Hold them accountable.
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Confront them with the outrageous
obsceni es of their parents.
5 Tell them that GOD, the Master, says:
"'On the day I chose Israel, I revealed
myself to them in the country of Egypt,
raising my hand in a solemn oath to the
people of Jacob, in which I said, "I am
GOD, your personal God."
6On the same day that I raised my hand
in the solemn oath, I promised them that
I would take them out of the country
of Egypt and bring them into a country
that I had searched out just for them, a
country flowing with milk and honey, a
jewel of a country.
7 "'At that me I told them, "Get rid of
all the vile things that you've become
addicted to. Don't make yourselves filthy
with the Egyp an no-god idols. I [alone]
am GOD, your God."
8 "'But they rebelled against me,
wouldn't listen to a word I said. None got
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rid of the vile things they were addicted
to. They held on to the no-gods of Egypt
as if for dear life. I seriously considered
inflic ng my anger on them in force right
there in Egypt.
9 Then I thought be er of it. I acted out
of who I was, not by how I felt. And I
acted in a way that would evoke honor,
not blasphemy, from the na ons around
them, na ons who had seen me reveal
myself by promising to lead my people
out of Egypt.
10And then I did it: I led them out of
Egypt into the desert.
11 "'I gave them laws for living, showed
them how to live well and obediently
before me.
12 I also gave them my weekly holy rest
days, my "Sabbaths," a kind of signpost
erected between me and them to show
them that I, GOD, am in the business of
making them holy.
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13 "'But Israel rebelled against me in the
desert. They didn't follow my statutes.
They despised my laws for living well
and obediently in the ways I had set
out. And they totally desecrated my
holy Sabbaths. I seriously considered
unleashing my anger on them right there
in the desert.
14 But I thought be er of it and acted
out of who I was, not by what I felt,
so that I might be honored and not
blasphemed by the na ons who had
seen me bring them out.
15 But I did li my hand in a solemn
oath there in the desert and promise
them that I would not bring them into
the country flowing with milk and honey
that I had chosen for them, that jewel
among all lands.
16 I canceled my promise because they
despised my laws for living obediently,
wouldn't follow my statutes, and went
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ahead and desecrated my holy Sabbaths.
They preferred living by their no-god
idols.
17 But I didn't go all the way: I didn't
wipe them out, didn't finish them off in
the desert.
18 "'Then I addressed myself to their
children in the desert: "Don't do what
your parents did. Don't take up their
prac ces. Don't make yourselves filthy
with their no-god idols.
19 I myself am GOD, your God: Keep my
statutes and live by my laws.
20 Keep my Sabbaths as holy rest days,
signposts betweenme and you, signaling
that I am GOD, your God."
21 "'But the children also rebelled
against me. They neither followed my
statutes nor kept my laws for living
upright and well. And they desecrated
my Sabbaths. I seriously considered
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dumping my anger on them, right there
in the desert.
22 But I thought be er of it and acted
out of who I was, not by what I felt,
so that I might be honored and not
blasphemed by the na ons who had
seen me bring them out.
23 "'But I did li my hand in solemn
oath there in the desert, and swore that
I would sca er them all over the world,
disperse them every which way
24 because they didn't keep my laws nor
live by my statutes. They desecrated my
Sabbaths and remained addicted to the
no-god idols of their parents.
25 Since they were determined to live
bad lives, I myself gave them statutes
that could not produce goodness and
laws that did not produce life.
26 I abandoned them. Filthy in the
gu er, they perversely sacrificed their
firstborn children in the fire. The very
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horror should have shocked them into
recognizing that I am GOD.'
27 "Therefore, speak to Israel, son of
man. Tell them that GOD says, 'As if that
wasn't enough, your parents further
insulted me by betraying me.
28When I brought them into that land
that I had solemnly promised with my
upraised hand to give them, every me
they saw a hill with a sex-and-religion
shrine on it or a grove of trees where
the sacred whores prac ced, they were
there, buying into the whole pagan
system.
29 I said to them, "What hill do you go
to?"' (It's s ll called "Whore Hills.")
30 "Therefore, say to Israel, 'The
Message of GOD, the Master: You're
making your lives filthy by copying the
ways of your parents. In repea ng their
vile prac ces, you've become whores
yourselves.
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31 In burning your children as sacrifices,
you've become as filthy as your no-god
idols--as recently as today! "'Am I going
to put up with ques ons from people
like you, Israel? As sure as I am the living
God, I, GOD, the Master, refuse to be
called into ques on by you!
32 "'What you're secretly thinking is
never going to happen. You're thinking,
"We're going to be like everybody else,
just like the other na ons.We're going to
worship gods we can make and control."
33 '"As sure as I am the living God, says
GOD, the Master, think again! With a
mighty show of strength and a terrifying
rush of anger, I will be King over you!
34 I'll bring you back from the na ons,
collect you out of the countries to which
you've been sca ered, with a mighty
show of strength and a terrifying rush of
anger.
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35 I'll bring you to the desert of na ons
and haul you into court, where you'll be
face to face with judgment.
36 "'As I faced your parents with
judgment in the desert of Egypt, so I'll
face you with judgment.
37 I'll scru nize and search every person
as you arrive, and I'll bring you under the
bond of the covenant.
38 I'll cull out the rebels and traitors. I'll
lead them out of their exile, but I won't
bring them back to Israel. "'Then you'll
realize that I am GOD.
39 "'But you, people of Israel, this is the
Message of GOD, the Master, to you:
Go ahead, serve your no-god idols! But
later, you'll think be er of it and quit
throwing filth and mud on me with your
pagan offerings and no-god idols.
40 For on my holy mountain, the high
mountain of Israel, I, GOD, the Master,
tell you that the en re people of Israel
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will worship me. I'll receive them there
with open arms. I'll demand your
best gi s and offerings, all your holy
sacrifices.
41What's more, I'll receive you as the
best kind of offerings when I bring you
back from all the lands and countries
in which you've been sca ered. I'll
demonstrate in the eyes of the world
that I am The Holy.
42When I return you to the land of
Israel, the land that I solemnly promised
with upraised arm to give to your
parents, you'll realize that I am GOD.
43 Then and there you'll remember all
that you've done, the way you've lived
that has made you so filthy--and you'll
loathe yourselves.
44 "'But, dear Israel, you'll also realize
that I am GOD when I respond to you
out of who I am, not by what I feel about
the evil lives you've lived, the corrupt
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history you've compiled. Decree of GOD,
the Master.'"
45GOD's Message came to me:
46 "Son of man, face south. Let the
Message roll out against the south.
Prophesy against the wilderness forest
of the south.
47 "Tell the forest of the south, 'Listen to
the Message of GOD! GOD, the Master,
says, I'll set a fire in you that will burn
up every tree, dead trees and live trees
alike. Nobody will put out the fire. The
whole country from south to north will
be blackened by it.
48 Everyone is going to see that I, GOD,
started the fire and that it's not going to
be put out.'"
49And I said, "O GOD, everyone is
saying of me, 'He just makes up stories.'"

21 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, now face

Jerusalem and let the Message roll out
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against the Sanctuary. Prophesy against
the land of Israel.
3 Say, 'GOD's Message: I'm against you.
I'm pulling my sword from its sheath
and killing both the wicked and the
righteous.
4 Because I'm trea ng everyone the
same, good and bad, everyone from
south to north is going to feel my sword!
5 Everyone will know that I mean
business.'
6 "So, son of man, groan! Double up in
pain. Make a scene!
7 "When they ask you, 'Why all this
groaning, this carrying on?' say, 'Because
of the news that's coming. It'll knock
the breath out of everyone. Hearts will
stop cold, knees turn to rubber. Yes, it's
coming. No stopping it. Decree of GOD,
the Master.'"
8GOD's Message to me:
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9 "Son of man, prophesy. Tell them,
'The Master says: "'A sword! A sword!
razor-sharp and polished,
10 Sharpened to kill, polished to flash
like lightning! "'My child, you've despised
the scepter of Judah by worshiping every
tree-idol.
11 "'The sword is made to glisten, to be
held and brandished. It's sharpened and
polished, ready to be brandished by the
killer.'
12 "Yell out and wail, son of man. The
sword is against my people! The princes
of Israel and my people--abandoned to
the sword! Wring your hands! Tear out
your hair!
13 "'Tes ng comes. Why have you
despised discipline? You can't get around
it. Decree of GOD, the Master.'
14 "So, prophesy, son of man! Clap your
hands. Get their a en on. Tell them that
the sword's coming down once, twice,
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three mes. It's a sword to kill, a sword
for a massacre, A sword relentless, a
sword inescapable--
15 People collapsing right and le , going
down like dominoes. I've sta oned a
murderous sword at every gate in the
city, Flashing like lightning, brandished
murderously.
16 Cut to the right, thrust to the le ,
murderous, sharp-edged sword!
17 Then I'll clap my hands, a signal that
my anger is spent. I, GOD, have spoken."
18GOD's Message came to me:
19 "Son of man, lay out two roads for
the sword of the king of Babylon to take.
Start them from the same place. Place a
signpost at the beginning of each road.
20 Post one sign to mark the road of
the sword to Rabbah of the Ammonites.
Post the other to mark the road to Judah
and Fort Jerusalem.
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21 The king of Babylon stands at the fork
in the road and he decides by divina on
which of the two roads to take. He draws
straws, he throws god-dice, he examines
a goat liver.
22He opens his right hand: The omen
says, 'Head for Jerusalem!' So he's on his
way with ba ering rams, roused to kill,
sounding the ba le cry, pounding down
city gates, building siege works.
23 "To the Judah leaders, who
themselves have sworn oaths, it will
seem like a false divina on, but he will
remind them of their guilt, and so they'll
be captured.
24 "So this is what GOD, the Master,
says: 'Because your sin is now out in the
open so everyone can see what you've
been doing, you'll be taken cap ve.
25 "'O Zedekiah, blasphemous and
evil prince of Israel: Time's up. It's
"punishment payday."
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26GOD says, Take your royal crown off
your head. No more "business as usual."
The underdog will be promoted and the
top dog will be demoted.
27 Ruins, ruins, ruins! I'll turn the whole
place into ruins. And ruins it will remain
un l the one comes who has a right to it.
Then I'll give it to him.'
28 "But, son of man, your job is to
prophesy. Tell them, 'This is the Message
from GOD, the Master, against the
Ammonites and against their cruel
taunts: "'A sword! A sword! Bared to kill,
Sharp as a razor, flashing like lightning.
29Despite false sword propaganda
circulated in Ammon, The sword will
sever Ammonite necks, for whom it's
punishment payday.
30 Return the sword to the sheath! I'll
judge you in your home country, in the
land where you grew up.
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31 I'll empty out my wrath on you,
breathe hot anger down your neck. I'll
give you to vicious men skilled in torture.
32 You'll end up as stove-wood. Corpses
will li er your land. Not so much as a
memory will be le of you. I, GOD, have
said so.'"

22 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, are you going to

judge this bloody city or not? Come now,
are you going to judge her? Do it! Face
her with all her outrageous obsceni es.
3 Tell her, 'This is what GOD, the Master,
says: You're a city murderous at the core,
just asking for punishment. You're a
city obsessed with no-god idols, making
yourself filthy.
4 In all your killing, you've piled up guilt.
In all your idol-making, you've become
filthy. You've forced a premature end to
your existence. I'll put you on exhibit as
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the scarecrow of the na ons, the world's
worst joke.
5 From far and near they'll deride you
as infamous in filth, notorious for chaos.
6 "'Your leaders, the princes of Israel
among you, compete in crime.
7 You're a community that's insolent to
parents, abusive to outsiders, oppressive
against orphans and widows.
8 You treat my holy things with
contempt and desecrate my Sabbaths.
9 You have people spreading lies and
spilling blood, flocking to the hills to the
sex shrines and fornica ng unrestrained.
10 Incest is common. Men force
themselves on women regardless of
whether they're ready or willing.
11 Sex is now anarchy. Anyone is fair
game: neighbor, daughter-in-law, sister.
12Murder is for hire, usury is rampant,
extor on is commonplace. "'And you've
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forgo en [me]. Decree of GOD, the
Master.
13 "'Now look! I've clapped my hands,
calling everyone's a en on to your
rapacious greed and your bloody
brutali es.
14 Can you s ck with it? Will you be
able to keep at this once I start dealing
with you? "'I, GOD, have spoken. I'll put
an end to this.
15 I'll throw you to the four winds. I'll
sca er you all over the world. I'll put a
full stop to your filthy living.
16 You will be defiled, spa ered with
your ownmud in the eyes of the na ons.
And you'll recognize that I am GOD.'"
17GOD's Message came to me:
18 "Son of man, the people of Israel
are slag to me, the useless byproduct of
refined copper, n, iron, and lead le at
the smelter--a worthless slag heap.
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19 So tell them, 'GOD, the Master, has
spoken: Because you've all become
worthless slag, you're on no ce: I'll
assemble you in Jerusalem.
20As men gather silver, copper, iron,
lead, and n into a furnace and blow fire
on it to melt it down, so in my wrath I'll
gather you and melt you down.
21 I'll blow on you with the fire of my
wrath to melt you down in the furnace.
22As silver is melted down, you'll be
melted down. That should get through
to you. Then you'll recognize that I, GOD,
have let my wrath loose on you.'"
23GOD's Message came to me:
24 "Son of man, tell her, 'You're a land
that during the me I was angry with
you got no rain, not so much as a spring
shower.
25 The leaders among you became
desperate, like roaring, ravaging lions
killing indiscriminately. They grabbed
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and looted, leaving widows in their
wake.
26 "'Your priests violated my law and
desecrated my holy things. They can't
tell the difference between sacred and
secular. They tell people there's no
difference between right and wrong.
They're contemptuous of my holy
Sabbaths, profaning me by trying to pull
me down to their level.
27 Your poli cians are like wolves
prowling and killing and rapaciously
taking whatever they want.
28 Your preachers cover up for the
poli cians by pretending to have
received visions and special revela ons.
They say, "This is what GOD, the Master,
says..."when GOD hasn't said so much as
one word.
29 Extor on is rife, robbery is epidemic,
the poor and needy are abused,
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outsiders are kicked around at will, with
no access to jus ce.'
30 "I looked for someone to stand up for
me against all this, to repair the defenses
of the city, to take a stand for me and
stand in the gap to protect this land so
I wouldn't have to destroy it. I couldn't
find anyone. Not one.
31 So I'll empty out my wrath on them,
burn them to a crisp with my hot anger,
serve them with the consequences of
all they've done. Decree of GOD, the
Master."

23 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, there were two

women, daughters of the same mother.
3 They became whores in Egypt, whores
from a young age. Their breasts were
fondled, their young bosoms caressed.
4 The older sister was named Oholah,
the younger was Oholibah. They were
my daughters, and they gave birth to
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sons and daughters. "Oholah is Samaria
and Oholibah is Jerusalem.
5 "Oholah started whoring while she
was s ll mine. She lusted a er Assyrians
as lovers: military men
6 smartly uniformed in blue,
ambassadors and governors, good-
looking young men mounted on fine
horses.
7Her lust was unrestrained. She was
a whore to the Assyrian elite. She
compounded her filth with the idols of
those to whom she gave herself in lust.
8 She never slowed down. The whoring
she began while young in Egypt she
con nued, sleeping with men who
played with her breasts and spent their
lust on her.
9 "So I le her to her Assyrian lovers, for
whom she was so obsessed with lust.
10 They ripped off her clothes, took
away her children, and then, the final
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indignity, killed her. Among women
her name became Shame--history's
judgment on her.
11 "Her sister Oholibah saw all this, but
she became even worse than her sister
in lust and whoring, if you can believe it.
12 She also went crazy with lust for
Assyrians: ambassadors and governors,
military men smartly dressed and
mounted on fine horses--the Assyrian
elite.
13And I saw that she also had become
incredibly filthy. Both women followed
the same path.
14 But Oholibah surpassed her sister.
When she saw figures of Babylonians
carved in relief on the walls and painted
red,
15 fancy belts around their waists,
elaborate turbans on their heads, all
of them looking important--famous
Babylonians!--
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16 she went wild with lust and sent
invita ons to them in Babylon.
17 The Babylonians came on the
run, fornicated with her, made her
dirty inside and out. When they had
thoroughly debased her, she lost interest
in them.
18 Then she went public with her
fornica on. She exhibited her sex to the
world. "I turned my back on her just as I
had on her sister.
19 But that didn't slow her down. She
went at her whoring harder than ever.
She remembered when she was young,
just star ng out as a whore in Egypt.
20 That whe ed her appe te for more
virile, vulgar, and violent lovers--stallions
obsessive in their lust.
21 She longed for the sexual prowess
of her youth back in Egypt, where her
firm young breasts were caressed and
fondled.
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22 "'Therefore, Oholibah, this is the
Message from GOD, the Master: I will
incite your old lovers against you, lovers
you got red of and le in disgust.
I'll bring them against you from every
direc on,
23 Babylonians and all the Chaldeans,
Pekod, Shoa, and Koa, and all Assyrians--
good-looking young men, ambassadors
and governors, elite officers and
celebri es--all of them mounted on fine,
spirited horses.
24 They'll come down on you out of
the north, armed to the teeth, bringing
chariots and troops from all sides. I'll
turn over the task of judgment to them.
They'll punish you according to their
rules.
25 I'll stand totally and relentlessly
against you as they rip into you furiously.
They'll mu late you, cu ng off your
ears and nose, killing at random. They'll
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enslave your children--and anybody le
over will be burned.
26 They'll rip off your clothes and steal
your jewelry.
27 I'll put a stop to your slu sh sex, the
whoring life you began in Egypt. You
won't look on whoring with fondness
anymore. You won't think back on Egypt
with stars in your eyes.
28 "'A Message from GOD, the Master:
I'm at the point of abandoning you to
those you hate, to those by whom you're
repulsed.
29 They'll treat you hatefully, leave
you publicly naked, your whore's body
exposed in the cruel glare of the sun.
Your slu sh lust
30will be exposed. Your lust has
brought you to this condi on because
you whored with pagan na ons and
made yourself filthy with their no-god
idols.
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31 "'You copied the life of your sister.
Now I'll let you drink the cup she drank.
32 "'This is the Message of GOD, the
Master: "'You'll drink your sister's cup, a
cup canyon-deep and ocean-wide. You'll
be shunned and taunted as you drink
from that cup, full to the brim.
33 You'll be falling-down-drunk and the
tears will flow as you drink from that cup
tanic with terror: It's the cup of your

sister Samaria.
34 You'll drink it dry, then smash it to
bits and eat the pieces, and end up
tearing at your breasts. I've given the
word--Decree of GOD, the Master.
35 "'Therefore GOD, the Master, says,
Because you've forgo en all about me,
pushing me into the background, you
nowmust pay for what you've done--pay
for your slu sh sex and whoring life.'"
36 Then GOD said to me, "Son of man,
will you confront Oholah and Oholibah
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with what they've done? Make them
face their outrageous obsceni es,
37 obsceni es ranging from adultery to
murder. They commi ed adultery with
their no-god idols, sacrificed the children
they bore me in order to feed their idols!
38And there is also this: They've defiled
my holy Sanctuary and desecrated my
holy Sabbaths.
39 The same day that they sacrificed
their children to their idols, they walked
into my Sanctuary and defiled it. That's
what they did--in [my] house!
40 "Furthermore, they even sent out
invita ons by special messenger to men
far away--and, sure enough, they came.
They bathed themselves, put on makeup
and provoca ve lingerie.
41 They reclined on a sumptuous bed,
aroma c with incense and oils--my
incense and oils!
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42 The crowd gathered, jostling and
pushing, a drunken rabble. They adorned
the sisters with bracelets on their arms
and aras on their heads.
43 "I said, 'She's burned out on sex!' but
that didn't stop them. They kept banging
on her doors night and day
44 as men do when they're a er a
whore. That's how they used Oholah
and Oholibah, the worn-out whores.
45 "Righteous men will pronounce
judgment on them, giving out sentences
for adultery and murder. That was their
lifework: adultery and murder."
46 "GOD says, 'Let a mob loose on them:
Terror! Plunder!
47 Let the mob stone them and hack
them to pieces--kill all their children,
burn down their houses!
48 "'I'll put an end to slu sh sex in this
country so that all women will be well
warned and not copy you.
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49 You'll pay the price for all your
obsessive sex. You'll pay in full for your
promiscuous affairs with idols. And you'll
realize that I am GOD, the Master.'"

24 1 The Message of GOD came to
me in the ninth year, the tenth

month, and the tenth day of the month:
2 "Son of man, write down this date.
The king of Babylon has laid siege to
Jerusalem this very day.
3 Tell this company of rebels a story:
"'Put on the soup pot. Fill it with water.
4 Put chunks of meat into it, all the
choice pieces--loin and brisket. Pick out
the best soup bones
5 from the best of the sheep in the
flock. Pile wood beneath the pot. Bring
it to a boil and cook the soup.
6 "'GOD, the Master, says: "'Doom to
the city of murder, to the pot thick with
scum, thick with a filth that can't be
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scoured. Empty the pot piece by piece;
don't bother who gets what.
7 "'The blood from murders has stained
the whole city; Blood runs bold on the
street stones, with no one bothering to
wash it off--
8 Blood out in the open to public view
to provoke my wrath, to trigger my
vengeance.
9 "'Therefore, this is what GOD, the
Master, says: "'Doom to the city of
murder! I, too, will pile on the wood.
10 Stack the wood high, light the match,
Cook the meat, spice it well, pour out
the broth, and then burn the bones.
11 Then I'll set the empty pot on the
coals and heat it red-hot so the bronze
glows, So the germs are killed and the
corrup on is burned off.
12 But it's hopeless. It's too far gone.
The filth is too thick.
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13 "'Your encrusted filth is your filthy
sex. I wanted to clean you up, but you
wouldn't let me. I'll make no more
a empts at cleaning you up un l my
anger quiets down.
14 I, GOD, have said it, and I'll do it.
I'm not holding back. I've run out of
compassion. I'm not changing my mind.
You're ge ng exactly what's coming to
you. Decree of GOD, the Master.'"
15GOD's Message came to me:
16 "Son of man, I'm about to take from
you the delight of your life--a real blow, I
know. But, please, no tears.
17 Keep your grief to yourself. No public
mourning. Get dressed as usual and
go about your work--none of the usual
funeral rituals."
18 I preached to the people in the
morning. That evening my wife died. The
next morning I did as I'd been told.
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19 The people came to me, saying, "Tell
us why you're ac ng like this. What does
it mean, anyway?"
20 So I told them, "GOD's Word came to
me, saying,
21 'Tell the family of Israel, This is what
GOD, the Master, says: I will desecrate
my Sanctuary, your proud impregnable
fort, the delight of your life, your heart's
desire. The children you le behind will
be killed.
22 "'Then you'll do exactly as I've done.
You'll perform none of the usual funeral
rituals.
23 You'll get dressed as usual and go
about your work. No tears. But your sins
will eat away at you from within and
you'll groan among yourselves.
24 Ezekiel will be your example. The way
he did it is the way you'll do it. "'When
this happens you'll recognize that I am
GOD, the Master.'''
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25 "And you, son of man: The day I take
away the people's refuge, their great joy,
the delight of their life, what they've
most longed for, along with all their
children
26 --on that very day a survivor will
arrive and tell you what happened to the
city.
27 You'll break your silence and start
talking again, talking to the survivor.
Again, you'll be an example for them.
And they'll recognize that I am GOD."

25 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, face Ammon and

preach against the people:
3 Listen to the Message of GOD,
the Master. This is what GOD has to
say: Because you cheered when my
Sanctuary was desecrated and the land
of Judah was devastated and the people
of Israel were taken into exile,
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4 I'm giving you over to the people
of the east. They'll move in and make
themselves at home, ea ng the food
right off your tables and drinking your
milk.
5 I'll turn your capital, Rabbah, into
pasture for camels and all your villages
into corrals for flocks. Then you'll realize
that I am GOD.
6 "GOD, the Master, says, Because you
clapped and cheered, ven ng all your
malicious contempt against the land of
Israel,
7 I'll step in and hand you out as
loot--first come, first served. I'll cross
you off the roster of na ons. There'll be
nothing le of you. And you'll realize
that I am GOD."
8 "GOD, the Master, says: Because
Moab said, 'Look, Judah's nothing
special,'
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9 I'll lay wide open the flank of Moab
by exposing its lovely fron er villages to
a ack: Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and
Kiriathaim.
10 I'll lump Moab in with Ammon and
give them to the people of the east for
the taking. Ammon won't be heard from
again.
11 I'll punish Moab severely. And they'll
realize that I am GOD."
12 "GOD, the Master, says: Because
Edom reacted against the people of
Judah in spiteful revenge and was so
criminally vengeful against them,
13 therefore I, GOD, the Master, will
oppose Edom and kill the lot of them,
people and animals both. I'll waste
it--corpses stretched from Teman to
Dedan.
14 I'll use my people Israel to bring my
vengeance down on Edom. My wrath
will fuel their ac on. And they'll realize
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it's my vengeance. Decree of GOD the
Master."
15 "GOD, the Master, says: Because
the Philis nes were so spitefully
vengeful--all those centuries of stored-
up malice!--and did their best to destroy
Judah,
16 therefore I, GOD, the Master, will
oppose the Philis nes and cut down the
Cretans and anybody else le along the
seacoast.
17Huge acts of vengeance, massive
punishments! When I bring vengeance,
they'll realize that I am GOD."

26 1 In the eleventh year, on the first
day of the month, God's Message

came to me:
2 "Son of man, Tyre cheered when they
got the news of Jerusalem, exclaiming,
"'Good! The gateway city is smashed!
Now all her business comes my way.
She's in ruins and I'm in clover.'
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3 "Therefore, GOD, the Master, has this
to say: "'I'm against you, Tyre, and I'll
bring many na ons surging against you,
as the waves of the sea surging against
the shore.
4 They'll smash the city walls of Tyre
and break down her towers. I'll wash
away the soil and leave nothing but bare
rock.
5 She'll be an island of bare rock in
the ocean, good for nothing but drying
fishnets. Yes, I've said so.' Decree of
GOD, the Master. 'She'll be loot, free
pickings for the na ons!
6Her surrounding villages will be
butchered. Then they'll realize that I am
GOD.'
7 "GOD, the Master, says: Look! Out of
the north I'm bringing Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, a king's king, down on
Tyre. He'll come with chariots and horses
and riders--a huge army.
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8He'll massacre your surrounding
villages and lay siege to you. He'll build
siege ramps against your walls. A forest
of shields will advance against you!
9He'll pummel your walls with his
ba ering rams and sha er your towers
with his iron weapons.
10 You'll be covered with dust from
his horde of horses--a thundering herd
of war horses pouring through the
breaches, pulling chariots. Oh, it will be
an earthquake of an army and a city in
shock!
11Horses will stampede through the
streets. Your people will be slaughtered
and your huge pillars strewn like
matchs cks.
12 The invaders will steal and loot--all
that wealth, all that stuff! They'll knock
down your fine houses and dump the
stone and mber rubble into the sea.
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13And your par es, your famous
good- me par es, will be no more. No
more songs, no more lutes.
14 I'll reduce you to an island of bare
rock, good for nothing but drying
fishnets. You'll never be rebuilt. I, GOD,
have said so. Decree of GOD, the Master.
15 "This is the Message of GOD, the
Master, to Tyre: Won't the ocean islands
shake at the crash of your collapse, at
the groans of your wounded, at your
mayhem and massacre?
16 "All up and down the coast, the
princes will come down from their
thrones, take off their royal robes and
fancy clothes, and wrap themselves in
sheer terror. They'll sit on the ground,
shaken to the core, horrified at you.
17 Then they'll begin chan ng a funeral
song over you: "'Sunk! Sunk to the
bo om of the sea, famous city on the
sea! Power of the seas, you and your
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people, In mida ng everyone who lived
in your shadows.
18 But now the islands are shaking at
the sound of your crash, Ocean islands
in tremors from the impact of your fall.'
19 "The Message of GOD, the Master:
'When I turn you into a wasted city, a
city empty of people, a ghost town, and
when I bring up the great ocean deeps
and cover you,
20 then I'll push you down among those
who go to the grave, the long, long dead.
I'll make you live there, in the grave in
old ruins, with the buried dead. You'll
never see the land of the living again.
21 I'll introduce you to the terrors of
death and that'll be the end of you.
They'll send out search par es for you,
but you'll never be found. Decree of
GOD, the Master.'"
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27 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "You, son of man, raise a

funeral song over Tyre.
3 Tell Tyre, gateway to the sea,merchant
to the world, trader among the far-off
islands, 'This is what GOD, the Master,
says: "'You boast, Tyre: "I'm the perfect
ship--stately, handsome."
4 You ruled the high seas from a real
beauty, cra ed to perfec on.
5 Your planking came from Mount
Hermon junipers. A Lebanon cedar
supplied your mast.
6 They made your oars from sturdy
Bashan oaks. Cypress from Cyprus inlaid
with ivory was used for the decks.
7 Your sail and flag were of colorful
embroidered linen from Egypt. Your
purple deck awnings also came from
Cyprus.
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8Men of Sidon and Arvad pulled the
oars. Your seasoned seamen, O Tyre,
were the crew.
9 Ship's carpenters were old salts from
Byblos. All the ships of the sea and their
sailors clustered around you to barter
for your goods.
10 "'Your army was composed of
soldiers from Paras, Lud, and Put, Elite
troops in uniformed splendor. They put
you on the map!
11 Your city police were imported from
Arvad, Helech, and Gammad. They hung
their shields from the city walls, a final,
perfect touch to your beauty.
12 "'Tarshish carried on business with
you because of your great wealth. They
worked for you, trading in silver, iron,
n, and lead for your products.
13 "'Greece, Tubal, and Meshech did
business with you, trading slaves and
bronze for your products.
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14 "'Beth-togarmah traded work horses,
war horses, and mules for your products.
15 "'The people of Rhodes did business
with you. Many far-off islands traded
with you in ivory and ebony.
16 "'Edom did business with you
because of all your goods. They traded
for your products with agate, purple
tex les, embroidered cloth, fine linen,
coral, and rubies.
17 "'Judah and Israel did business with
you. They traded for your products with
premium wheat, millet, honey, oil, and
balm.
18 "'Damascus, a racted by your vast
array of products and well-stocked
warehouses, carried on business with
you, trading in wine from Helbon and
wool from Zahar.
19 "'Danites and Greeks from Uzal
traded with you, using wrought iron,
cinnamon, and spices.
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20 "'Dedan traded with you for saddle
blankets.
21 "'Arabia and all the Bedouin sheiks
of Kedar traded lambs, rams, and goats
with you.
22 "'Traders from Sheba and Raamah in
South Arabia carried on business with
you in premium spices, precious stones,
and gold.
23 "'Haran, Canneh, and Eden from the
east in Assyria and Media traded with
you,
24 bringing elegant clothes, dyed
tex les, and elaborate carpets to your
bazaars.
25 "'The great Tarshish ships were your
freighters, impor ng and expor ng. Oh,
it was big business for you, trafficking
the seaways!
26 "'Your sailors row migh ly, taking you
into the high seas. Then a storm out of
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the east sha ers your ship in the ocean
deep.
27 Everything sinks--your rich goods
and products, sailors and crew, ship's
carpenters and soldiers, Sink to the
bo om of the sea. Total shipwreck.
28 The cries of your sailors reverberate
on shore.
29 Sailors everywhere abandon ship.
Veteran seamen swim for dry land.
30 They cry out in grief, a choir of bi er
lament over you. They smear their faces
with ashes,
31 shave their heads, Wear rough
burlap, wildly keening their loss.
32 They raise their funeral song: "Who
on the high seas is like Tyre!"
33 "'As you crisscrossed the seas with
your products, you sa sfied many
peoples. Your worldwide trade made
earth's kings rich.
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34And now you're ba ered to bits by
the waves, sunk to the bo om of the
sea, And everything you've bought and
sold has sunk to the bo om with you.
35 Everyone on shore looks on in terror.
The hair of kings stands on end, their
faces drawn and haggard!
36 The buyers and sellers of the world
throw up their hands: This horror can't
happen! Oh, this [has] happened!'"

28 1GOD's Message came to me,
2 "Son of man, tell the prince

of Tyre, 'This is what GOD, the Master,
says: "'Your heart is proud, going around
saying, "I'm a god. I sit on God's divine
throne, ruling the sea"--You, a mere
mortal, not even close to being a god, A
mere mortal trying to be a god.
3 Look, you think you're smarter than
Daniel. No enigmas can stump you.
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4 Your sharp intelligence made you
world-wealthy. You piled up gold and
silver in your banks.
5 You used your head well, worked good
deals, made a lot of money. But the
money has gone to your head, swelled
your head--what a big head!
6 "'Therefore, GOD, the Master, says:
"'Because you're ac ng like a god,
pretending to [be] a god,
7 I'm giving fair warning: I'm bringing
strangers down on you, the most vicious
of all na ons. They'll pull their swords
and make hash of your reputa on for
knowing it all. They'll puncture the
balloon of your god-pretensions.
8 They'll bring you down from your
self-made pedestal and bury you in the
deep blue sea.
9Will you protest to your assassins,
"You can't do that! I'm a god"? To them
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you're a mere mortal. They're killing a
man, not a god.
10 You'll die like a stray dog, killed by
strangers--
11 Because I said so. Decree of GOD, the
Master.'" GOD's Message came to me:
12 "Son of man, raise a funeral song
over the king of Tyre. Tell him, A
Message from GOD, the Master: "You
had everything going for you.
13 You were in Eden, God's garden. You
were dressed in splendor, your robe
studded with jewels: Carnelian, peridot,
and moonstone, beryl, onyx, and jasper,
Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald, all in
se ngs of engraved gold. A robe was
prepared for you the same day you were
created.
14 You were the anointed cherub. I
placed you on the mountain of God.
You strolled in magnificence among the
stones of fire.



EZEKIEL 28 133
15 From the day of your crea on you
were sheer perfec on... and then
imperfec on--evil!--was detected in you.
16 In much buying and selling you
turned violent, you sinned! I threw you,
disgraced, off the mountain of God.
I threw you out--you, the anointed
angel-cherub. No more strolling among
the gems of fire for you!
17 Your beauty went to your head. You
corrupted wisdom by using it to get
worldly fame. I threw you to the ground,
sent you sprawling before an audience
of kings and let them gloat over your
demise.
18 By sin a er sin a er sin, by your
corrupt ways of doing business, you
defiled your holy places of worship. So
I set a fire around and within you. It
burned you up. I reduced you to ashes.
All anyone sees now when they look for
you is ashes, a pi ful mound of ashes.
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19All who once knew you now throw up
their hands: 'This can't have happened!
This [has] happened!'"
20GOD's Message came to me:
21 "Son of man, confront Sidon. Preach
against it.
22 Say, 'Message from GOD, the Master:
"'Look! I'm against you, Sidon. I intend
to be known for who I truly am among
you.' They'll know that I am GOD when
I set things right and reveal my holy
presence.
23 I'll order an epidemic of disease
there, along with murder and mayhem
in the streets. People will drop dead
right and le , as war presses in from
every side. Then they'll realize that I
mean business, that I am GOD.
24 "No longer will Israel have to
put up with their thistle-and-thorn
neighbors Who have treated them so
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contemptuously. And they also will
realize that I am GOD."
25GOD, the Master, says, "When I
gather Israel from the peoples among
whom they've been sca ered and put
my holiness on display among them with
all the na ons looking on, then they'll
live in their own land that I gave to my
servant Jacob.
26 They'll live there in safety. They'll
build houses. They'll plant vineyards,
living in safety. Meanwhile, I'll bring
judgment on all the neighbors who have
treated them with such contempt. And
they'll realize that I am GOD."

29 1 In the tenth year, in the tenth
month, on the twel h day, GOD's

Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, confront Pharaoh king
of Egypt. Preach against him and all the
Egyp ans.
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3 Tell him, 'GOD, the Master, says:
"'Watch yourself, Pharaoh, king of Egypt.
I'm dead set against you, You lumbering
old dragon, lolling and flaccid in the Nile,
Saying, "It's my Nile. I made it. It's mine."
4 I'll set hooks in your jaw; I'll make the
fish of the Nile s ck to your scales. I'll
pull you out of the Nile, with all the fish
stuck to your scales.
5 Then I'll drag you out into the desert,
you and all the Nile fish s cking to your
scales. You'll lie there in the open, ro ng
in the sun, meat to the wild animals and
carrion birds.
6 Everybody living in Egypt will realize
that I am GOD. "'Because you've been a
flimsy reed crutch to Israel
7 so that when they gripped you, you
splintered and cut their hand, and when
they leaned on you, you broke and sent
them sprawling
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8 --Message of GOD, the Master--I'll
bring war against you, do away with
people and animals alike,
9 and turn the country into an empty
desert so they'll realize that I am GOD.
"'Because you said, "It's my Nile. I made
it. It's all mine,"
10 therefore I am against you and your
rivers. I'll reduce Egypt to an empty,
desolate wasteland all the way from
Migdol in the north to Syene and the
border of Ethiopia in the south.
11Not a human will be seen in it, nor
will an animal move through it. It'll be
just empty desert, empty for forty years.
12 "'I'll make Egypt the most desolate of
all desola ons. For forty years I'll make
her ci es the most wasted of all wasted
ci es. I'll sca er Egyp ans to the four
winds, send them off every which way
into exile.
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13 "'But,' says GOD, the Master, 'that's
not the end of it. A er the forty years,
I'll gather up the Egyp ans from all the
places where they've been sca ered.
14 I'll put things back together again
for Egypt. I'll bring her back to Pathros
where she got her start long ago. There
she'll start over again from scratch.
15 She'll take her place at the bo om
of the ladder and there she'll stay, never
to climb that ladder again, never to be a
world power again.
16Never again will Israel be tempted
to rely on Egypt. All she'll be to Israel is
a reminder of old sin. Then Egypt will
realize that I am GOD, the Master.'"
17 In the twenty-seventh year, in the
first month, on the first day of the
month, GOD's Message came to me:
18 "Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, has worn out his army
against Tyre. They've worked their
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fingers to the bone and have nothing to
show for it.
19 "Therefore, GOD, the Master, says,
'I'm giving Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon. He'll haul away its wealth,
pick the place clean. He'll pay his army
with Egyp an plunder.
20He's been working for me all these
years without pay. This is his pay: Egypt.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
21 "'And then I'll s r up fresh hope in
Israel--the dawn of deliverance!--and
I'll give you, Ezekiel, bold and confident
words to speak. And they'll realize that I
am GOD.'"

30 1GOD, the Master, spoke to me:
2 "Son of man, preach. Give

them the Message of GOD, the Master.
Wail:
3 "'Doomsday!' Time's up! GOD's big
day of judgment is near. Thick clouds are
rolling in. It's doomsday for the na ons.
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4Death will rain down on Egypt. Terror
will paralyze Ethiopia When they see the
Egyp ans killed, their wealth hauled off,
their founda ons demolished,
5And Ethiopia, Put, Lud, Arabia,
Libya--all of Egypt's old allies--killed right
along with them.
6 "'GOD says: "'Egypt's allies will fall and
her proud strength will collapse--From
Migdol in the north to Syene in the
south, a great slaughter in Egypt! Decree
of GOD, the Master.
7 Egypt, most desolate of the desolate,
her ci es wasted beyond was ng,
8Will realize that I am GOD when I burn
her down and her helpers are knocked
flat.
9 "'When that happens, I'll send out
messengers by ship to sound the
alarm among the easygoing Ethiopians.
They'll be terrorized. Egypt's doomed!
Judgment's coming!
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10 "'GOD, the Master, says: "'I'll put
a stop to Egypt's arrogance. I'll use
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to do
it.
11He and his army, the most brutal of
na ons, shall be used to destroy the
country. They'll brandish their swords
and fill Egypt with corpses.
12 I'll dry up the Nile and sell off the land
to a bunch of crooks. I'll hire outsiders to
come in and waste the country, strip it
clean. I, GOD, have said so.
13 "'And now this is what GOD, the
Master, says: "'I'll smash all the no-god
idols; I'll topple all those huge statues
in Memphis. The prince of Egypt will be
gone for good, and in his place I'll put
[fear]--fear throughout Egypt!
14 I'll demolish Pathros, burn Zoan to
the ground, and punish Thebes,
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15 Pour my wrath on Pelusium, Egypt's
fort, and knock Thebes off its proud
pedestal.
16 I'll set Egypt on fire: Pelusium will
writhe in pain, Thebes blown away,
Memphis raped.
17 The young warriors of On and
Pi-beseth will be killed and the ci es
exiled.
18A dark day for Tahpanhes when I
sha er Egypt, When I break Egyp an
power and put an end to her arrogant
oppression! She'll disappear in a cloud
of dust, her ci es hauled off as exiles.
19 That's how I'll punish Egypt, and
that's how she'll realize that I am GOD.'"
20 In the eleventh year, on the seventh
day of the first month, GOD's Message
came to me:
21 "Son of man, I've broken the arm
of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And look! It
hasn't been set. No splint has been put
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on it so the bones can knit and heal, so
he can use a sword again.
22 "Therefore, GOD, the Master, says,
I am dead set against Pharaoh king of
Egypt and will go ahead and break his
other arm--both arms broken! There's
no way he'll ever swing a sword again.
23 I'll sca er Egyp ans all over the
world.
24 I'll make the arms of the king of
Babylon strong and put my sword in his
hand, but I'll break the arms of Pharaoh
and he'll groan like one who is mortally
wounded.
25 I'll make the arms of the king of
Babylon strong, but the arms of Pharaoh
shall go limp. The Egyp ans will realize
that I am GOD when I place my sword
in the hand of the king of Babylon. He'll
wield it against Egypt
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26 and I'll sca er Egyp ans all over the
world. Then they'll realize that I am
GOD."

31 1 In the eleventh year, on the first
day of the third month, GOD's

Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, tell Pharaoh king of
Egypt, that pompous old goat: "'Who do
you, astride the world, think you really
are?
3 Look! Assyria was a Big Tree, huge as
a Lebanon cedar, beau ful limbs offering
cool shade, Skyscraper high, piercing the
clouds.
4 The waters gave it drink, the
primordial deep li ed it high, Gushing
out rivers around the place where it
was planted, And then branching out in
streams to all the trees in the forest.
5 It was immense, dwarfing all the trees
in the forest--Thick boughs, long limbs,
roots delving deep into earth's waters.
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6All the birds of the air nested in
its boughs. All the wild animals gave
birth under its branches. All the mighty
na ons lived in its shade.
7 It was stunning in its majesty--the
reach of its branches! the depth of its
water-seeking roots!
8Not a cedar in God's garden came
close to it. No pine tree was anything
like it. Mighty oaks looked like bushes
growing alongside it. Not a tree in God's
garden was in the same class of beauty.
9 I made it beau ful, a work of art in
limbs and leaves, The envy of every tree
in Eden, every last tree in God's garden.'"
10 Therefore, GOD, the Master, says,
"'Because it skyscrapered upwards,
piercing the clouds, swaggering and
proud of its stature,
11 I turned it over to a world-famous
leader to call its evil to account. I'd had
enough.



EZEKIEL 31 146
12Outsiders, unbelievably brutal,
felled it across the mountain ranges. Its
branches were strewn through all the
valleys, its leafy boughs clogging all the
streams and rivers. Because its shade
was gone, everybody walked off. No
longer a tree--just a log.
13On that dead log birds perch. Wild
animals burrow under it.
14 "'That marks the end of the "big tree"
na ons. No more trees nourished from
the great deep, no more cloud-piercing
trees, no more earth- born trees taking
over. They're all slated for death--back to
earth, right along with men and women,
for whom it's "dust to dust."
15 "'The Message of GOD, the Master:
On the day of the funeral of the Big Tree,
I threw the great deep into mourning. I
stopped the flow of its rivers, held back
great seas, and wrapped the Lebanon
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mountains in black. All the trees of the
forest fainted and fell.
16 I made the whole world quake
when it crashed, and threw it into the
underworld to take its place with all else
that gets buried. All the trees of Eden
and the finest and best trees of Lebanon,
well-watered, were relieved
17 --they had descended to the
underworld with it--along with everyone
who had lived in its shade and all who
had been killed.
18 "'Which of the trees of Eden came
anywhere close to you in splendor and
size? But you're slated to be cut down
to take your place in the underworld
with the trees of Eden, to be a dead log
stacked with all the other dead logs,
among the other uncircumcised who are
dead and buried. "'This means Pharaoh,
the pompous old goat. "'Decree of GOD,
the Master.'"
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32 1 In the twel h year, on the first
day of the twel h month, GOD's

Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, sing a funeral lament
over Pharaoh king of Egypt. Tell him:
"'You think you're a young lion prowling
through the na ons. You're more like
a dragon in the ocean, snor ng and
thrashing about.
3 "'GOD, the Master, says: "'I'm going to
throw my net over you--many na ons
will get in on this opera on--and haul
you out with my dragnet.
4 I'll dump you on the ground out in an
open field And bring in all the crows and
vultures for a sumptuous carrion lunch.
I'll invite wild animals from all over the
world to gorge on your guts.
5 I'll sca er hunks of your meat in the
mountains and strew your bones in the
valleys.
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6 The country, right up to the
mountains, will be drenched with your
blood, your blood filling every ditch and
channel.
7When I blot you out, I'll pull the
curtain on the skies and shut out the
stars. I'll throw a cloud across the sun
and turn off the moonlight.
8 I'll turn out every light in the sky
above you and put your land in the dark.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
9 I'll shake up everyone worldwide
when I take you off cap ve to strange
and far-off countries.
10 I'll shock people with you. Kings will
take one look and shudder. I'll shake my
sword and they'll shake in their boots.
On the day you crash, they'll tremble,
thinking, "That could be me!"
11 "'GOD, the Master, says: "'The sword
of the king of Babylon is coming against
you.
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12 I'll use the swords of champions
to lay your pride low, Use the most
brutal of na ons to knock Egypt off her
high horse, to puncture that hot-air
pomposity.
13 I'll destroy all their livestock that
graze along the river. Neither human
foot nor animal hoof will muddy those
waters anymore.
14 I'll clear their springs and streams,
make their rivers flow clean and smooth.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
15When I turn Egypt back to the wild
and strip her clean of all her abundant
produce, When I strike dead all who live
there, then they'll realize that I am GOD.'
16 "This is a funeral song. Chant it.
Daughters of the na ons, chant it. Chant
it over Egypt for the death of its pomp."
Decree of GOD, the Master.
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17 In the twel h year, on the fi eenth
day of the first month, GOD's Message
came to me:
18 "Son of man, lament over Egypt's
pompous ways. Send her on her way.
Dispatch Egypt and her proud daughter
na ons To the underworld, down to the
country of the dead and buried.
19 Say, 'You think you're so high and
mighty? Down! Take your place with the
heathen in that unhallowed grave!'
20 "She'll be dumped in with those
killed in ba le. The sword is bared. Drag
her off in all her proud pomp!
21All the big men and their helpers
down among the dead and buried will
greet them: 'Welcome to the grave
of the heathen! Join the ranks of the
vic ms of war!'
22 "Assyria is there and its congrega on,
the whole na on a cemetery.
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23 Their graves are in the deepest part
of the underworld, a congrega on of
graves, all killed in ba le, these people
who terrorized the land of the living.
24 "Elam is there in all her pride, a
cemetery--all killed in ba le, dumped
in her heathen grave with the dead and
buried, these people who terrorized the
land of the living. They carry their shame
with them, along with the others in the
grave.
25 They turned Elam into a resort for
the pompous dead, landscaped with
heathen graves, slaughtered in ba le.
They once terrorized the land of the
living. Now they carry their shame down
with the others in deep earth. They're
in the sec on set aside for the slain in
ba le.
26 "Meshech-tubal is there in all her
pride, a cemetery in uncircumcised
ground, dumped in with those
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slaughtered in ba le--just deserts for
terrorizing the land of the living. Now
they carry their shame down with the
others in deep earth. They're in the
sec on set aside for the slain.
27 They're segregated from the heroes,
the old- me giants who entered the
grave in full ba le dress, their swords
placed under their heads and their
shields covering their bones, those
heroes who spread terror through the
land of the living.
28 "And you, Egypt, will be dumped in a
heathen grave, along with all the rest, in
the sec on set aside for the slain.
29 "Edom is there, with her kings
and princes. In spite of her vaunted
greatness, she is dumped in a heathen
grave with the others headed for the
grave.
30 "The princes of the north are there,
the whole lot of them, and all the
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Sidonians who carry their shame to
their graves--all that terror they spread
with their brute power!--dumped in
unhallowed ground with those killed in
ba le, carrying their shame with the
others headed for deep earth.
31 "Pharaoh will see them all and,
pompous old goat that he is, take
comfort in the company he'll keep-
-Pharaoh and his slaughtered army.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
32 "I used him to spread terror in the
land of the living and now I'm dumping
him in heathen ground with those killed
by the sword--Pharaoh and all his pomp.
Decree of GOD, the Master."

33 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, speak to your

people. Tell them: 'If I bring war on this
land and the people take one of their
ci zens and make him their watchman,
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3 and if the watchman sees war coming
and blows the trumpet, warning the
people,
4 then if anyone hears the sound of the
trumpet and ignores it and war comes
and takes him off, it's his own fault.
5He heard the alarm, he ignored it--it's
his own fault. If he had listened, he
would have saved his life.
6 "'But if the watchman sees war
coming and doesn't blow the trumpet,
warning the people, and war comes and
takes anyone off, I'll hold the watchman
responsible for the bloodshed of any
unwarned sinner.'
7 "You, son of man, are the watchman.
I've made you a watchman for Israel. The
minute you hear a message from me,
warn them.
8 If I say to the wicked, 'Wicked man,
wicked woman, you're on the fast track
to death!' and you don't speak up and
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warn the wicked to change their ways,
the wicked will die unwarned in their
sins and I'll hold you responsible for their
bloodshed.
9 But if you warn the wicked to change
their ways and they don't do it, they'll
die in their sins well-warned and at least
you will have saved your own life.
10 "Son of man, speak to Israel. Tell
them: 'You've said, "Our rebellions
and sins are weighing us down. We're
was ng away. How can we go on living?"'
11 "Tell them, 'As sure as I am the living
God, I take no pleasure from the death
of the wicked. I want the wicked to
change their ways and live. Turn your life
around! Reverse your evil ways! Why
die, Israel?'
12 "There's more, son of man. Tell your
people: 'A good person's good life won't
save him when he decides to rebel, and
a bad person's bad life won't prevent
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him from repen ng of his rebellion. A
good person who sins can't expect to
live when he chooses to sin.
13 It's true that I tell good people, "Live!
Be alive!" But if they trust in their good
deeds and turn to evil, that good life
won't amount to a hill of beans. They'll
die for their evil life.
14 "'On the other hand, if I tell a wicked
person, "You'll die for your wicked life,"
and he repents of his sin and starts living
a righteous and just life
15 --being generous to the down-and-
out, restoring what he had stolen,
cul va ng life-nourishing ways that
don't hurt others--he'll live. He won't
die.
16None of his sins will be kept on the
books. He's doing what's right, living a
good life. He'll live.



EZEKIEL 33 158
17 "'Your people say, "The Master's way
isn't fair." But it's the way they're living
that isn't fair.
18When good people turn back from
living good lives and plunge into sin,
they'll die for it.
19And when a wicked person turns
away from his wicked life and starts
living a just and righteous life, he'll come
alive.
20 "'S ll, you keep on saying, "The
Master's way isn't fair." We'll see,
Israel. I'll decide on each of you exactly
according to how you live.'"
21 In the twel h year of our exile, on the
fi h day of the tenth month, a survivor
from Jerusalem came to me and said,
"The city's fallen."
22 The evening before the survivor
arrived, the hand of GOD had been on
me and restored my speech. By the me
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he arrived in the morning I was able to
speak. I could talk again.
23GOD's Message came to me:
24 "Son of man, those who are living
in the ruins back in Israel are saying,
'Abraham was only one man and he
owned the whole country. But there are
lots of us. Our ownership is even more
certain.'
25 "So tell them, 'GOD the Master says,
You eat flesh that contains blood, you
worship no-god idols, you murder at
will--and you expect to own this land?
26 You rely on the sword, you engage
in obsceni es, you indulge in sex at
random--anyone, any me. And you s ll
expect to own this land?'
27 "Tell them this, Ezekiel: 'The Message
of GOD, the Master. As sure as I am the
living God, those who are s ll alive in
the ruins will be killed. Anyone out in
the field I'll give to wild animals for food.
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Anyone hiding out in mountain forts and
caves will die of disease.
28 I'll make this country an empty
wasteland--no more arrogant bullying!
Israel's mountains will become
dangerously desolate. No one will dare
pass through them.'
29 "They'll realize that I am GOD when I
devastate the country because of all the
obsceni es they've prac ced.
30 "As for you, son of man, you've
become quite the talk of the town. Your
people meet on street corners and in
front of their houses and say, 'Let's go
hear the latest news from GOD.'
31 They show up, as people tend to do,
and sit in your company. They listen to
you speak, but don't do a thing you say.
They fla er you with compliments, but
all they care about is making money and
ge ng ahead.
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32 To them you're merely
entertainment--a country singer of
sad love songs, playing a guitar. They
love to hear you talk, but nothing comes
of it.
33 "But when all this happens--and it is
going to happen!--they'll realize that a
prophet was among them."

34 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, prophesy against

the shepherd-leaders of Israel. Yes,
prophesy! Tell those shepherds, 'GOD,
theMaster, says: Doom to you shepherds
of Israel, feeding your own mouths!
Aren't shepherds supposed to feed
sheep?
3 You drink the milk, you make clothes
from the wool, you roast the lambs, but
you don't feed the sheep.
4 You don't build up the weak ones,
don't heal the sick, don't doctor the
injured, don't go a er the strays, don't
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look for the lost. You bully and badger
them.
5And now they're sca ered every
which way because there was no
shepherd--sca ered and easy pickings
for wolves and coyotes.
6 Sca ered--[my] sheep!--exposed and
vulnerable across mountains and hills.
My sheep sca ered all over the world,
and no one out looking for them!
7 "'Therefore, shepherds, listen to the
Message of GOD:
8As sure as I am the living God--Decree
of GOD, the Master--because my sheep
have been turned into mere prey, into
easy meals for wolves because you
shepherds ignored them and only fed
yourselves,
9 listen to what GOD has to say:
10 "'Watch out! I'm coming down on
the shepherds and taking my sheep
back. They're fired as shepherds of my
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sheep. Nomore shepherds who just feed
themselves! I'll rescue my sheep from
their greed. They're not going to feed off
my sheep any longer!
11 "'GOD, the Master, says: From now
on, I [myself] am the shepherd. I'm going
looking for them.
12As shepherds go a er their flocks
when they get sca ered, I'm going a er
my sheep. I'll rescue them from all the
places they've been sca ered to in the
storms.
13 I'll bring them back from foreign
peoples, gather them from foreign
countries, and bring them back to their
home country. I'll feed them on the
mountains of Israel, along the streams,
among their own people.
14 I'll lead them into lush pasture so
they can roam the mountain pastures of
Israel, graze at leisure, feed in the rich
pastures on the mountains of Israel.
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15And I myself will be the shepherd of
my sheep. I myself will make sure they
get plenty of rest.
16 I'll go a er the lost, I'll collect the
strays, I'll doctor the injured, I'll build up
the weak ones and oversee the strong
ones so they're not exploited.
17 "'And as for you, my dear flock, I'm
stepping in and judging between one
sheep and another, between rams and
goats.
18Aren't you sa sfied to feed in good
pasture without taking over the whole
place? Can't you be sa sfied to drink
from the clear stream without muddying
the water with your feet?
19Why do the rest of my sheep have
to make do with grass that's trampled
down and water that's been muddied?
20 "'Therefore, GOD, the Master, says: I
myself am stepping in and making things
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right between the plump sheep and the
skinny sheep.
21 Because you forced your way with
shoulder and rump and bu ed at all the
weaker animals with your horns ll you
sca ered them all over the hills,
22 I'll come in and save my dear flock,
no longer let them be pushed around. I'll
step in and set things right between one
sheep and another.
23 "'I'll appoint one shepherd over them
all: my servant David. He'll feed them.
He'll be their shepherd.
24And I, GOD, will be their God. My
servant David will be their prince. I, GOD,
have spoken.
25 "'I'll make a covenant of peace with
them. I'll banish fierce animals from the
country so the sheep can live safely in
the wilderness and sleep in the forest.
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26 I'll make them and everything around
my hill a blessing. I'll send down plenty
of rain in season--showers of blessing!
27 The trees in the orchards will bear
fruit, the ground will produce, they'll
feel content and safe on their land,
and they'll realize that I am GOD when
I break them out of their slavery and
rescue them from their slave masters.
28 "'No longer will they be exploited by
outsiders and ravaged by fierce beasts.
They'll live safe and sound, fearless and
free.
29 I'll give them rich gardens, lavish in
vegetables--no more living half-starved,
no longer taunted by outsiders.
30 "'They'll know, beyond doub ng, that
I, GOD, am their God, that I'm with them
and that they, the people Israel, are my
people. Decree of GOD, the Master:
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31 You are my dear flock, the flock of my
pasture, my human flock, And I am your
God. Decree of GOD, the Master.'"

35 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, confront Mount

Seir. Prophesy against it!
3 Tell them, 'GOD, the Master, says:
"'I'm coming down hard on you, Mount
Seir. I'm stepping in and turning you to a
pile of rubble.
4 I'll reduce your towns to piles of rocks.
There'll be nothing le of you. Then
you'll realize that I am GOD.
5 "'I'm doing this because you've kept
this age-old grudge going against Israel:
You viciously a acked them when they
were already down, looking their final
punishment in the face.
6 Therefore, as sure as I am the
living God, I'm lining you up for a real
bloodbath. Since you loved blood so
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much, you'll be chased by rivers of
blood.
7 I'll reduce Mount Seir to a heap of
rubble. No one will either come or go
from that place!
8 I'll blanket your mountains with
corpses. Massacred bodies will cover
your hills and fill up your valleys and
ditches.
9 I'll reduce you to ruins and all your
towns will be ghost towns--popula on
zero. Then you'll realize that I am GOD.
10 "'Because you said, "These two
na ons, these two countries, are mine.
I'm taking over" (even though GOD
is right there watching, right there
listening),
11 I'll turn your hate-bloated anger and
rage right back on you. You'll know I
mean business when I bring judgment
on you.
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12 You'll realize then that I, GOD, have
overheard all the vile abuse you've
poured out against the mountains of
Israel, saying, "They're roadkill and we're
going to eat them up."
13 You've stru ed around, talking so
big, insolently pi ng yourselves against
me. And I've heard it all.
14 "'This is the verdict of GOD,
the Master: With the whole earth
applauding, I'll demolish you.
15 Since you danced in the streets,
thinking it was so wonderful when
Israel's inheritance was demolished,
I'll give you the same treatment:
demoli on. Mount Seir demolished--
yes, every square inch of Edom. Then
they'll realize that I am GOD!'

36 1 "And now, son of man, prophesy
to the mountains of Israel. Say,

'Mountains of Israel, listen to GOD's
Message.
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2GOD, the Master, says, Because the
enemy crowed over you, "Good! Those
old hills are now ours!"
3 now here is a prophecy in the name
of GOD, the Master: Because na ons
came at you from all sides, ripping and
plundering, hauling pieces of you off
every which way, and you've become
the bu of cheap gossip and jokes,
4 therefore, Mountains of Israel, listen
to the Message of GOD, the Master.
My Message to mountains and hills,
to ditches and valleys, to the heaps of
rubble and the emp ed towns that are
looted for plunder and turned into jokes
by all the surrounding na ons:
5 Therefore, says GOD, the Master, now
I'm speaking in a fiery rage against the
rest of the na ons, but especially against
Edom, who in an orgy of violence and
shameless insolence robbed me of my
land, grabbed it for themselves.'
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6 "Therefore prophesy over the land of
Israel, preach to the mountains and hills,
to every ditch and valley: 'The Message
of GOD, the Master: Look! Listen! I'm
angry--and I care. I'm speaking to you
because you've been humiliated among
the na ons.
7 Therefore I, GOD, the Master, am
telling you that I've solemnly sworn that
the na ons around you are next. It's
their turn to be humiliated.
8 "'But you, Mountains of Israel, will
burst with new growth, pu ng out
branches and bearing fruit for my people
Israel. My people are coming home!
9Do you see? I'm back again. I'm on
your side. You'll be plowed and planted
as before!
10 I'll see to it that your popula on
grows all over Israel, that the towns
fill up with people, that the ruins are
rebuilt.



EZEKIEL 36 172
11 I'll make this place teem with
life--human and animal. The country will
burst into life, life, and more life, your
towns and villages full of people just as
in the old days. I'll treat you be er than
I ever have. And you'll realize that I am
GOD.
12 I'll put people over you--my own
people Israel! They'll take care of you
and you'll be their inheritance. Never
again will you be a harsh and unforgiving
land to them.
13 "'GOD, the Master, says: Because you
have a reputa on of being a land that
eats people alive and makes women
barren,
14 I'm now telling you that you'll never
eat people alive again nor make women
barren. Decree of GOD, the Master.
15And I'll never again let the taunts of
outsiders be heard over you nor permit
na ons to look down on you. You'll no
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longer be a land that makes women
barren. Decree of GOD, the Master.'"
16GOD's Message came to me:
17 "Son of man, when the people of
Israel lived in their land, they polluted it
by the way they lived. I poured out my
anger on them because of the polluted
blood they poured out on the ground.
18And so I got thoroughly angry with
them pollu ng the country with their
wanton murders and dirty gods.
19 I kicked them out, exiled them to
other countries. I sentenced them
according to how they had lived.
20Wherever they went, they gave me a
bad name. People said, 'These are GOD's
people, but they got kicked off his land.'
21 I suffered much pain over my holy
reputa on, which the people of Israel
blackened in every country they entered.
22 "Therefore, tell Israel, 'Message of
GOD, the Master: I'm not doing this
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for you, Israel. I'm doing it for me, to
save my character, my holy name, which
you've blackened in every country where
you've gone.
23 I'm going to put my great and holy
name on display, the name that has
been ruined in so many countries, the
name that you blackened wherever you
went. Then the na ons will realize who
I really am, that I am GOD, when I show
my holiness through you so that they
can see it with their own eyes.
24 "'For here's what I'm going to do: I'm
going to take you out of these countries,
gather you from all over, and bring you
back to your own land.
25 I'll pour pure water over you and
scrub you clean.
26 I'll give you a new heart, put a new
spirit in you. I'll remove the stone heart
from your body and replace it with a
heart that's God-willed, not self-willed.
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27 I'll put my Spirit in you and make it
possible for you to do what I tell you and
live by my commands.
28 You'll once again live in the land I
gave your ancestors. You'll bemy people!
I'll be your God!
29 "'I'll pull you out of that s nking
pollu on. I'll give personal orders to
the wheat fields, telling them to grow
bumper crops. I'll send no more famines.
30 I'll make sure your fruit trees and
field crops flourish. Other na ons won't
be able to hold you in contempt again
because of famine.
31 "'And then you'll think back over your
terrible lives--the evil, the shame--and
be thoroughly disgusted with yourselves,
realizing how badly you've lived--all
those obsceni es you've carried out.
32 "'I'm not doing this for you. Get this
through your thick heads! Shame on
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you. What a mess you made of things,
Israel!
33 "'Message of GOD, the Master: On
the day I scrub you clean from all your
filthy living, I'll also make your ci es
livable. The ruins will be rebuilt.
34 The neglected land will be worked
again, no longer overgrown with weeds
and thistles, worthless in the eyes of
passersby.
35 People will exclaim, "Why, this weed
patch has been turned into a Garden of
Eden! And the ruined ci es, smashed
into oblivion, are now thriving!"
36 The na ons around you that are
s ll in existence will realize that I, GOD,
rebuild ruins and replant empty waste
places. I, GOD, said so, and I'll do it.
37 "'Message of GOD, the Master: Yet
again I'm going to do what Israel asks. I'll
increase their popula on as with a flock
of sheep.
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38 Like the milling flocks of sheep
brought for sacrifices in Jerusalem
during the appointed feasts, the ruined
ci es will be filled with flocks of people.
And they'll realize that I am GOD.'"

37 1GOD grabbed me. GOD's Spirit
took me up and sat me down in

the middle of an open plain strewn with
bones.
2He led me around and among them--a
lot of bones! There were bones all over
the plain--dry bones, bleached by the
sun.
3He said to me, "Son of man, can these
bones live?" I said, "Master GOD, only
you know that."
4He said to me, "Prophesy over these
bones: 'Dry bones, listen to the Message
of GOD!'"
5GOD, the Master, told the dry bones,
"Watch this: I'm bringing the breath of
life to you and you'll come to life.
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6 I'll a ach sinews to you, put meat on
your bones, cover you with skin, and
breathe life into you. You'll come alive
and you'll realize that I am GOD!"
7 I prophesied just as I'd been
commanded. As I prophesied, there was
a sound and, oh, rustling! The bones
moved and came together, bone to
bone.
8 I kept watching. Sinews formed,
then muscles on the bones, then skin
stretched over them. But they had no
breath in them.
9He said to me, "Prophesy to the
breath. Prophesy, son of man. Tell the
breath, 'GOD, the Master, says, Come
from the four winds. Come, breath.
Breathe on these slain bodies. Breathe
life!'"
10 So I prophesied, just as he
commanded me. The breath entered
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them and they came alive! They stood
up on their feet, a huge army.
11 Then God said to me, "Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Listen to what they're saying: 'Our
bones are dried up, our hope is gone,
there's nothing le of us.'
12 "Therefore, prophesy. Tell them,
'GOD, the Master, says: I'll dig up your
graves and bring you out alive--O my
people! Then I'll take you straight to the
land of Israel.
13When I dig up graves and bring you
out as my people, you'll realize that I am
GOD.
14 I'll breathe my life into you and you'll
live. Then I'll lead you straight back to
your land and you'll realize that I am
GOD. I've said it and I'll do it. GOD's
Decree.'"
15GOD's Message came to me:
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16 "You, son of man: Take a s ck and
write on it, 'For Judah, with his Israelite
companions.' Then take another s ck
and write on it, 'For Joseph--Ephraim's
s ck, together with all his Israelite
companions.'
17 Then e the two s cks together so
that you're holding one s ck.
18 "When your people ask you, 'Are you
going to tell us what you're doing?'
19 tell them, 'GOD, the Master, says,
Watch me! I'll take the Joseph s ck that
is in Ephraim's hand, with the tribes of
Israel connected with him, and lay the
Judah s ck on it. I'll make them into one
s ck. I'm holding one s ck.'
20 "Then take the s cks you've inscribed
and hold them up so the people can see
them.
21 Tell them, 'GOD, the Master, says,
Watchme! I'm taking the Israelites out of
the na ons in which they've been exiled.
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I'll gather them in from all direc ons and
bring them back home.
22 I'll make them one na on in the
land, on the mountains of Israel, and
give them one king--one king over all of
them. Never again will they be divided
into two na ons, two kingdoms.
23Never again will they pollute their
lives with their no-god idols and all those
vile obsceni es and rebellions. I'll save
them out of all their old sinful haunts. I'll
clean them up. They'll be my people! I'll
be their God!
24My servant David will be king over
them. They'll all be under one shepherd.
"'They'll follow my laws and keep my
statutes.
25 They'll live in the same land I gave
my servant Jacob, the land where your
ancestors lived. They and their children
and their grandchildren will live there
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forever, and my servant David will be
their prince forever.
26 I'll make a covenant of peace with
them that will hold everything together,
an everlas ng covenant. I'll make them
secure and place my holy place of
worship at the center of their lives
forever.
27 I'll live right there with them. I'll be
their God! They'll be my people!
28 "'The na ons will realize that I, GOD,
make Israel holy when my holy place of
worship is established at the center of
their lives forever.'"

38 1GOD's Message came to me:
2 "Son of man, confront Gog

from the country of Magog, head of
Meshech and Tubal. Prophesy against
him.
3 Say, 'GOD, the Master, says: Be
warned, Gog. I am against you, head of
Meshech and Tubal.
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4 I'm going to turn you around, put
hooks in your jaws, and drag you off
with your whole army, your horses and
riders in full armor--all those shields
and bucklers and swords--figh ng men
armed to the teeth!
5 Persia and Cush and Put will be in the
ranks, also well-armed, as will
6Gomer and its army and Beth-
togarmah out of the north with its army.
Many na ons will be with you!
7 "'Get ready to fight, you and the
whole company that's been called out.
Take charge and wait for orders.
8A er a long me, you'll be given your
orders. In the distant future you'll arrive
at a country that has recovered from
a devasta ng war. People from many
na ons will be gathered there on the
mountains of Israel, for a long me now
a wasteland. These people have been
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brought back from many countries and
now live safe and secure.
9 You'll rise like a thunderstorm and roll
in like clouds and cover the land, you
and the massed troops with you.
10 "'Message of GOD, the Master: At
that me you'll start thinking things over
and cook up an evil plot.
11 You'll say, "I'm going to invade a
country without defenses, a ack an
unsuspec ng, carefree people going
about their business--no gates to their
ci es, no locks on their doors.
12And I'm going to plunder the place,
march right in and clean them out, this
rebuilt country risen from the ashes,
these returned exiles and their booming
economy centered down at the navel of
the earth."
13 "'Sheba and Dedan and Tarshish,
traders all out to make a fast buck, will
say, "So! You've opened a new market
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for plunder! You've brought in your
troops to get rich quick!"'
14 "Therefore, son of man, prophesy!
Tell Gog, 'A Message from GOD, the
Master: When my people Israel are
established securely, will you make your
move?
15Will you come down out of the far
north, you and that mob of armies,
charging out on your horses like a dal
wave across the land,
16 and invademy people Israel, covering
the country like a cloud? When the
me's ripe, I'll unleash you against my

land in such a way that the na ons will
recognize me, realize that through you,
Gog, in full view of the na ons, I am
pu ng my holiness on display.
17 "'A Message of GOD, the Master:
Years ago when I spoke through my
servants, the prophets of Israel, wasn't it
you I was talking about? Year a er year
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they prophesied that I would bring you
against them.
18And when the day comes, Gog, you
will a ack that land of Israel. Decree of
GOD, the Master. My raging anger will
erupt.
19 Fueled by blazing jealousy, I tell you
that then there will be an earthquake
that rocks the land of Israel.
20 Fish and birds and wild animals--even
ants and beetles!--and every human
being will tremble and shake before me.
Mountains will disintegrate, terraces will
crumble.
21 I'll order all-out war against you,
Gog--Decree of GOD, the Master--Gog
killing Gog on all the mountains of Israel.
22 I'll deluge Gog with judgment:
disease andmassacre, torren al rain and
hail, volcanic lava pouring down on you
and your mobs of troops and people.
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23 "'I'll show you how great I am, how
holy I am. I'll make myself known all over
the world. Then you'll realize that I am
GOD.'

39 1 "Son of man, prophesy against
Gog. Say, 'A Message of GOD, the

Master: I'm against you, Gog, head of
Meshech and Tubal.
2 I'm going to turn you around and drag
you out, drag you out of the far north
and down on the mountains of Israel.
3 Then I'll knock your bow out of your
le hand and your arrows from your
right hand.
4On the mountains of Israel you'll be
slaughtered, you and all your troops and
the people with you. I'll serve you up as
a meal to carrion birds and scavenging
animals.
5 You'll be killed in the open field. I've
given my word. Decree of GOD, the
Master.'
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6 "I'll set fire to Magog and the far-off
islands, where people are so seemingly
secure. And they'll realize that I am GOD.
7 "I'll reveal my holy name among my
people Israel. Never again will I let my
holy name be dragged in the mud. Then
the na ons will realize that I, GOD, am
The Holy in Israel.
8 "It's coming! Yes, it will happen! This
is the day I've been telling you about.
9 "People will come out of the ci es of
Israel and make a huge bonfire of the
weapons of war, piling on shields large
and small, bows and arrows, clubs and
spears, a fire they'll keep going for seven
years.
10 They won't need to go into the woods
to get fuel for the fire. There'll be plenty
of weapons to keep it going. They'll strip
those who stripped them. They'll rob
those who robbed them. Decree of GOD,
the Master.
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11 "At that me I'll set aside a burial
ground for Gog in Israel at Traveler's
Rest, just east of the sea. It will obstruct
the route of travelers, blocking their way,
the mass grave of Gog and his mob of an
army. They'll call the place Gog's Mob.
12 "Israel will bury the corpses in order
to clean up the land. It will take them
seven months.
13All the people will turn out to help
with the burials. It will be a big day for
the people when it's all done and I'm
given my due.
14Men will be hired full- me for the
cleanup burial opera on and will go
through the country looking for defiling,
decomposing corpses. At the end of
seven months, there'll be an all-out final
search.
15Anyone who sees a bone will mark
the place with a s ck so the buriers can
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get it and bury it in the mass burial site,
Gog's Mob.
16 (A town nearby is called Mobville, or
Hamonah.) That's how they'll clean up
the land.
17 "Son of man, GOD, the Master, says:
Call the birds! Call the wild animals! Call
out, 'Gather and come, gather around
my sacrificial meal that I'm preparing for
you on the mountains of Israel. You'll eat
meat and drink blood.
18 You'll eat off the bodies of great
heroes and drink the blood of famous
princes as if they were so many rams
and lambs, goats and bulls, the choicest
grain-fed animals of Bashan.
19At the sacrificial meal I'm fixing for
you, you'll eat fat ll you're stuffed and
drink blood ll you're drunk.
20At the table I set for you, you'll
stuff yourselves with horses and riders,
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heroes and fighters of every kind.'
Decree of GOD, the Master.
21 "I'll put my glory on display among
the na ons and they'll all see the
judgment I execute, see me at work
handing out judgment.
22 From that day on, Israel will realize
that I am their GOD.
23And the na ons will get the message
that it was because of their sins that
Israel went into exile. They were disloyal
to me and I turned away from them. I
turned them over to their enemies and
they were all killed.
24 I treated them as their polluted and
sin-sated lives deserved. I turned away
from them, refused to look at them.
25 "But now I will return Jacob back
from exile, I'll be compassionate with all
the people of Israel, and I'll be zealous
for my holy name.
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26 Eventually the memory will fade,
the memory of their shame over their
betrayals of me when they lived securely
in their own land, safe and unafraid.
27Once I've brought them back from
foreign parts, gathered them in from
enemy territories, I'll use them to
demonstrate my holiness with all the
na ons watching.
28 Then they'll realize for sure that I am
their GOD, for even though I sent them
off into exile, I will gather them back
to their own land, leaving not one soul
behind.
29A er I've poured my Spirit on Israel,
filled them with my life, I'll no longer
turn away. I'll look them full in the face.
Decree of GOD, the Master."

40 1 In the twenty-fi h year of our
exile, at the beginning of the year

on the tenth of the month--it was the
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fourteenth year a er the city fell--GOD
touched me and brought me here.
2He brought me in divine vision to the
land of Israel and set me down on a
high mountain. To the south there were
buildings that looked like a city.
3He took me there and I met a man
deeply tanned, like bronze. He stood at
the entrance holding a linen cord and a
measuring s ck.
4 The man said to me, "Son of man, look
and listen carefully. Pay close a en on
to everything I'm going to show you.
That's why you've been brought here.
And then tell Israel everything you see."
5 First I saw a wall around the outside
of the Temple complex. The measuring
s ck in the man's hand was about ten
feet long. He measured the thickness of
the wall: about ten feet. The height was
also about ten feet.
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6He went into the gate complex that
faced the east and went up the seven
steps.
7He measured the depth of the outside
threshold of the gate complex: ten feet.
There were alcoves flanking the gate
corridor, each ten feet square, each
separated by a wall seven and a half feet
thick. The inside threshold of the gate
complex that led to the porch facing into
the Temple courtyard was ten feet deep.
8He measured the inside porch of the
gate complex:
9 twelve feet deep, flanked by pillars
three feet thick. The porch opened onto
the Temple courtyard.
10 Inside this east gate complex were
three alcoves on each side. Each room
was the same size and the separa ng
walls were iden cal.
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11He measured the outside entrance to
the gate complex: fi een feet wide and
nineteen and a half feet deep.
12 In front of each alcove was a low wall
eighteen inches high. The alcoves were
ten feet square.
13He measured the width of the gate
complex from the outside edge of the
alcove roof on one side to the outside
edge of the alcove roof on the other:
thirty-seven and a half feet from one top
edge to the other.
14He measured the inside walls of the
gate complex: ninety feet to the porch
leading into the courtyard.
15 The distance from the entrance of
the gate complex to the far end of the
porch was seventy-five feet.
16 The alcoves and their connec ng
walls inside the gate complex were
topped by narrow windows all the way
around. The porch also. All the windows
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faced inward. The doorjambs between
the alcoves were decorated with palm
trees.
17 The man then led me to the outside
courtyard and all its rooms. A paved
walkway had been built connec ng the
courtyard gates. Thirty rooms lined the
courtyard.
18 The walkway was the same length as
the gateways. It flanked them and ran
their en re length. This was the walkway
for the outside courtyard.
19He measured the distance from the
front of the entrance gateway across
to the entrance of the inner court: one
hundred fi y feet. Then he took me to
the north side.
20Here was another gate complex
facing north, exi ng the outside
courtyard. He measured its length and
width.
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21 It had three alcoves on each side. Its
gateposts and porch were the same as
in the first gate: eighty-seven and a half
feet by forty-three and three-quarters
feet.
22 The windows and palm trees were
iden cal to the east gateway. Seven
steps led up to it, and its porch faced
inward.
23Opposite this gate complex was a
gate complex to the inside courtyard, on
the north as on the east. The distance
between the two was one hundred
seventy-five feet.
24 Then he took me to the south side,
to the south gate complex. He measured
its gateposts and its porch. It was the
same size as the others.
25 The porch with its windows was
the same size as those previously
men oned.
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26 It also had seven steps up to it.
Its porch opened onto the outside
courtyard, with palm trees decora ng its
gateposts on both sides.
27Opposite to it, the gate complex
for the inner court faced south. He
measured the distance across the
courtyard from gate to gate: one
hundred seventy-five feet.
28He led me into the inside courtyard
through the south gate complex. He
measured it and found it the same as
the outside ones.
29 Its alcoves, connec ng walls, and
ves bule were the same. The gate
complex and porch, windowed all
around, measured eighty-seven and a
half by forty-three and three-quarters
feet.
30 The ves bule of each of the gate
complexes leading to the inside
courtyard was forty-three and three-
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quarters by eight and three-quarters
feet.
31 Each ves bule faced the outside
courtyard. Palm trees were carved on its
doorposts. Eight steps led up to it.
32He then took me to the inside
courtyard on the east and measured
the gate complex. It was iden cal to the
others--
33 alcoves, connec ng walls, and
ves bule all the same. The gate complex
and ves bule had windows all around.
It measured eighty-seven and a half by
forty-three and three-quarters feet.
34 Its porch faced the outside courtyard.
There were palm trees on the doorposts
on both sides. And it had eight steps.
35He brought me to the gate complex
to the north and measured it: same
measurements.
36 The alcoves, connec ng walls, and
ves bule with its windows: eighty-
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seven and a half by forty-three and
three-quarters feet.
37 Its porch faced the outside courtyard.
There were palm trees on its doorposts
on both sides. And it had eight steps.
38 There was a room with a door at the
ves bule of the gate complex where the
burnt offerings were cleaned.
39 Two tables were placed within
the ves bule, one on either side, on
which the animals for burnt offerings,
sin offerings, and guilt offerings were
slaughtered.
40 Two tables were also placed against
both outside walls of the ves bule
41 --four tables inside and four
tables outside, eight tables in all for
slaughtering the sacrificial animals.
42 The four tables used for the burnt
offerings were thirty-one and a half
inches square and twenty-one inches
high. The tools for slaughtering the
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sacrificial animals and other sacrifices
were kept there.
43Meat hooks, three inches long, were
fastened to the walls. The tables were
for the sacrificial animals.
44 Right where the inside gate complex
opened onto the inside courtyard there
were two rooms, one at the north gate
facing south and the one at the south
gate facing north.
45 The man told me, "The room facing
south is for the priests who are in charge
of the Temple.
46And the room facing north is for the
priests who are in charge of the altar.
These priests are the sons of Zadok, the
only sons of Levi permi ed to come near
to GOD to serve him."
47He measured the inside courtyard: a
hundred seventy-five feet square. The
altar was in front of the Temple.
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48He led me to the porch of the Temple
and measured the gateposts of the
porch: eight and three-quarters feet high
on both sides.
49 The entrance to the gate complexwas
twenty-one feet wide and its connec ng
walls were four and a half feet thick. The
ves bule itself was thirty-five feet wide
and twenty-one feet deep. Ten steps led
up to the porch. Columns flanked the
gateposts.

41 1He brought me into the
Temple itself and measured the

doorposts on each side. Each was ten
and a half feet thick.
2 The entrance was seventeen and a
half feet wide. The walls on each side
were eight and three-quarters feet thick.
He also measured the Temple Sanctuary:
seventy feet by thirty-five feet.
3He went further in and measured the
doorposts at the entrance: Each was
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three and a half feet thick. The entrance
itself was ten and a half feet wide, and
the entrance walls were twelve and a
quarter feet thick.
4He measured the inside Sanctuary,
thirty-five feet square, set at the end of
the main Sanctuary. He told me, "This is
The Holy of Holies."
5He measured the wall of the Temple.
It was ten and a half feet thick. The side
rooms around the Temple were seven
feet wide.
6 There were three floors of these side
rooms, thirty rooms on each of the three
floors. There were suppor ng beams
around the Temple wall to hold up the
side rooms, but they were freestanding,
not a ached to the wall itself.
7 The side rooms around the Temple
became wider from first floor to second
floor to third floor. A staircase went from
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the bo om floor, through the middle,
and then to the top floor.
8 I observed that the Temple had a
ten-and-a-half-foot-thick raised base
around it, which provided a founda on
for the side rooms.
9 The outside walls of the side rooms
were eight and three-quarters feet thick.
The open area between the side rooms
of the Temple
10 and the priests' rooms was a
thirty-five-foot-wide strip all around the
Temple.
11 There were two entrances to the
side rooms from the open area, one
placed on the north side, the other
on the south. There were eight and
three-quarters feet of open space all
around.
12 The house that faced the Temple
courtyard to the west was one hundred
twenty-two and a half feet wide, with
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eight-and-three-quarters-foot-thick
walls. The length of the wall and building
was one hundred fi y-seven and a half
feet.
13He measured the Temple: one
hundred seventy-five feet long. The
Temple courtyard and the house,
including its walls, measured a hundred
seventy-five feet.
14 The breadth of the front of the
Temple and the open area to the east
was a hundred seventy-five feet.
15He measured the length of the house
facing the courtyard at the back of the
Temple, including the shelters on each
side: one hundred seventy-five feet. The
main Sanctuary, the inner Sanctuary,
and the ves bule facing the courtyard
16were paneled with wood, and had
window frames and door frames in all
three sec ons. From floor to windows
the walls were paneled.



EZEKIEL 41 206
17Above the outside entrance to the
inner Sanctuary and on the walls at
regular intervals all around the inner
Sanctuary and the main Sanctuary,
18 angel-cherubim and palm trees were
carved in alterna ng sequence. Each
angel-cherub had two faces:
19 a human face toward the palm tree
on the right and the face of a lion toward
the palm tree on the le . They were
carved around the en re Temple.
20 The cherubim-palm tree mo f was
carved from floor to door height on the
wall of the main Sanctuary.
21 Themain Sanctuary had a rectangular
doorframe. In front of the Holy Place
was something that looked like
22 an altar of wood, five and a quarter
feet high and three and a half feet
square. Its corners, base, and sides were
of wood. The man said to me, "This is
the table that stands before GOD."



EZEKIEL 41–42 207
23 Both the main Sanctuary and the
Holy Place had double doors.
24 Each door had two leaves: two
hinged leaves for each door, one set
swinging inward and the other set
outward.
25 The doors of the main Sanctuary
were carved with angel-cherubim and
palm trees. There was a canopy of wood
in front of the ves bule outside.
26 There were narrow windows
alterna ng with carved palm trees on
both sides of the porch.

42 1 The man led me north into the
outside courtyard and brought

me to the rooms that are in front of the
open space and the house facing north.
2 The length of the house on the north
was one hundred seventy-five feet, and
its width eighty-seven and a half feet.
3Across the thirty-five feet that
separated the inside courtyard from
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the paved walkway at the edge of the
outside courtyard, the rooms rose level
by level for three stories.
4 In front of the rooms on the inside
was a hallway seventeen and a half feet
wide and one hundred seventy-five feet
long. Its entrances were from the north.
5 The upper rooms themselves were
narrower, their galleries being wider
than on the first and second floors of the
building.
6 The rooms on the third floor had
no pillars like the pillars in the outside
courtyard and were smaller than the
rooms on the first and second floors.
7 There was an outside wall parallel to
the rooms and the outside courtyard. It
fronted the rooms for eighty-seven and
a half feet.
8 The row of rooms facing the outside
courtyard was eighty-seven and a
half feet long. The row on the side
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nearest the Sanctuary was one hundred
seventy-five feet long.
9 The first-floor rooms had their
entrance from the east, coming in from
the outside courtyard.
10On the south side along the length of
the courtyard's outside wall and fron ng
on the Temple courtyard were rooms
11with a walkway in front of them.
These were just like the rooms on the
north--same exits and dimensions--with
the main entrance from the east leading
to the hallway and the doors to the
rooms the same as those on the north
side.
12 The design on the south was a mirror
image of that on the north.
13 Then he said to me, "The north
and south rooms adjacent to the open
area are holy rooms where the priests
who come before GOD eat the holy
offerings. There they place the holy
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offerings--grain offerings, sin offerings,
and guilt offerings. These are set-apart
rooms, holy space.
14A er the priests have entered the
Sanctuary, they must not return to the
outside courtyard and mingle among
the people un l they change the sacred
garments in which they minister and put
on their regular clothes."
15A er he had finishedmeasuring what
was inside the Temple area, he took me
out the east gate and measured it from
the outside.
16Using his measuring s ck, he
measured the east side: eight hundred
seventy-five feet.
17He measured the north side: eight
hundred seventy-five feet.
18He measured the south side: eight
hundred seventy-five feet.
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19 Last of all he went to the west
side and measured it: eight hundred
seventy-five feet.
20He measured the wall on all four
sides. Each wall was eight hundred
seventy-five feet. The walls separated
the holy from the ordinary.

43 1 The man brought me to the east
gate.

2Oh! The bright Glory of the God of
Israel rivered out of the east sounding
like the roar of floodwaters, and the
earth itself glowed with the bright Glory.
3 It looked just like what I had seen
when he came to destroy the city, exactly
like what I had seen earlier at the Kebar
River. And again I fell, face to the ground.
4 The bright Glory of GOD poured into
the Temple through the east gate.
5 The Spirit put me on my feet and led
me to the inside courtyard and--oh! the
bright Glory of GOD filled the Temple!



EZEKIEL 43 212
6 I heard someone speaking to me from
inside the Temple while the man stood
beside me.
7He said, "Son of man, this is the place
for my throne, the place I'll plant my
feet. This is the place where I'll live
with the Israelites forever. Neither the
people of Israel nor their kings will ever
again drag my holy name through the
mud with their whoring and the no-god
idols their kings set up at all the wayside
shrines.
8When they set up their worship
shrines right alongside mine with only a
thin wall between them, they dragged
my holy name through the mud with
their obscene and vile worship. Is it any
wonder that I destroyed them in anger?
9 So let them get rid of their whoring
ways and the s nking no-god idols
introduced by their kings and I'll move in
and live with them forever.
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10 "Son of man, tell the people of
Israel all about the Temple so they'll be
dismayed by their wayward lives. Get
them to go over the layout.
11 That will bring them up short. Show
them the whole plan of the Temple,
its ins and outs, the propor ons, the
regula ons, and the laws. Draw a picture
so they can see the design and meaning
and live by its design and intent.
12 "This is the law of the Temple: As it
radiates from the top of the mountain,
everything around it becomes holy
ground. Yes, this is law, the meaning, of
the Temple.
13 "These are the dimensions of the
altar, using the long (twenty-one-inch)
ruler. The gu er at its base is twenty-one
inches
14 deep and twenty-one inches wide,
with a four-inch lip around its edge. "The
height of the altar is three and a half
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feet from the base to the first ledge and
twenty inches wide. From the first ledge
to the second ledge it is seven feet high
and twenty-one inches wide.
15 The altar hearth is another seven
feet high. Four horns s ck upward from
the hearth twenty-one inches high.
16 "The top of the altar, the hearth, is
square, twenty-one by twenty-one feet.
17 The upper ledge is also square,
twenty-four and a half feet on each
side, with a ten-and-a-half-inch lip and a
twenty-one-inch-wide gu er all the way
around. "The steps of the altar ascend
from the east."
18 Then the man said to me, "Son of
man, GOD, the Master, says: 'These are
the ordinances for conduct at the altar
when it is built, for sacrificing burnt
offerings and sprinkling blood on it.
19 "'For a sin offering, give a bull to the
priests, the Levi cal priests who are
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from the family of Zadok who come into
my presence to serve me.
20 Take some of its blood and smear
it on the four horns of the altar that
project from the four corners of the top
ledge and all around the lip. That's to
purify the altar and make it fit for the
sacrifice.
21 Then take the bull for the sin offerings
and burn it in the place set aside for this
in the courtyard outside the Sanctuary.
22 "'On the second day, offer a male
goat without blemish for a sin offering.
Purify the altar the same as you purified
it for the bull.
23 Then, when you have purified it,
offer a bull without blemish and a ram
without blemish from the flock.
24 Present them before GOD. Sprinkle
salt on them and offer them as a burnt
offering to GOD.
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25 "'For seven days, prepare a goat for
a sin offering daily, and also a bull and
a ram from the flock, animals without
blemish.
26 For seven days the priests are to get
the altar ready for its work, purifying it.
This is how you dedicate it.
27 "'A er these seven days of
dedica on, from the eighth day on, the
priests will present your burnt offerings
and your peace offerings. And I'll accept
you with pleasure, with delight! Decree
of GOD, the Master.'"

44 1 Then the man brought me back
to the outside gate complex of

the Sanctuary that faces east. But it was
shut.
2GOD spoke to me: "This gate is shut
and it's to stay shut. No one is to go
through it because GOD, the God of
Israel, has gone through it. It stays shut.
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3Only the prince, because he's the
prince, may sit there to eat in the
presence of GOD. He is to enter the gate
complex through the porch and leave by
the same way."
4 The man led me through the north
gate to the front of the Temple. I looked,
and--oh!--the bright Glory of GOD filling
the Temple of GOD! I fell on my face in
worship.
5GOD said to me, "Son of man, get a
grip on yourself. Use your eyes, use your
ears, pay careful a en on to everything
I tell you about the ordinances of this
Temple of GOD, the way all the laws
work, instruc ons regarding it and all
the entrances and exits of the Sanctuary.
6 "Tell this bunch of rebels, this family
Israel, 'Message of GOD, the Master: No
more of these vile obsceni es, Israel,
7 dragging irreverent and unrepentant
outsiders, uncircumcised in heart and
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flesh, into my Sanctuary, feeding them
the sacrificial offerings as if it were the
food for a neighborhood picnic. With all
your vile obsceni es, you've broken trust
with me, the solemn covenant I made
with you.
8 You haven't taken care of my holy
things. You've hired out the work to
foreigners who care nothing for this
place, my Sanctuary.
9No irreverent and unrepentant aliens,
uncircumcised in heart or flesh, not even
the ones who live among Israelites, are
to enter my Sanctuary.'
10 "The Levites who walked off and
le me, along with everyone else--all
Israel--who took up with all the no-god
idols, will pay for everything they did
wrong.
11 From now on they'll do only the
menial work in the Sanctuary: guard
the gates and help out with the Temple
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chores--and also kill the sacrificial
animals for the people and serve them.
12 Because they acted as priests to
the no-god idols and made my people
Israel stumble and fall, I've taken an oath
to punish them. Decree of GOD, the
Master. Yes, they'll pay for what they've
done.
13 They're fired from the priesthood. No
longer will they come into my presence
and take care of my holy things. No more
access to The Holy Place! They'll have to
live with what they've done, carry the
shame of their vile and obscene lives.
14 From now on, their job is to sweep
up and run errands. That's it.
15 "But the Levi cal priests who
descend from Zadok, who faithfully took
care of my Sanctuary when everyone
else went off and le me, are going to
come into my presence and serve me.
They are going to carry out the priestly
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work of offering the solemn sacrifices of
worship. Decree of GOD, the Master.
16 They're the only ones permi ed to
enter my Sanctuary. They're the only
ones to approach my table and serve
me, accompanying me in my work.
17 "When they enter the gate complex
of the inside courtyard, they are to dress
in linen. No woolens are to be worn
while serving at the gate complex of the
inside courtyard or inside the Temple
itself.
18 They're to wear linen turbans on their
heads and linen underclothes--nothing
that makes them sweat.
19When they go out into the outside
courtyard where the people gather, they
must first change out of the clothes they
have been serving in, leaving them in
the sacred rooms where they change
to their everyday clothes, so that they
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don't trivialize their holy work by the
way they dress.
20 "They are to neither shave their
heads nor let their hair become
unkempt, but must keep their hair
trimmed and neat.
21 "No priest is to drink on the job--no
wine while in the inside courtyard.
22 "Priests are not to marry widows or
divorcees, but only Israelite virgins or
widows of priests.
23 "Their job is to teach my people the
difference between the holy and the
common, to show them how to discern
between unclean and clean.
24 "When there's a difference of
opinion, the priests will arbitrate. They'll
decide on the basis of my judgments,
laws, and statutes. They are in charge
of making sure the appointed feasts are
honored and my Sabbaths kept holy in
the ways I've commanded.
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25 "A priest must not contaminate
himself by going near a corpse. But when
the dead person is his father or mother,
son or daughter, brother or unmarried
sister, he can approach the dead.
26 But a er he has been purified, he
must wait another seven days.
27 Then, when he returns to the inside
courtyard of the Sanctuary to do his
priestly work in the Sanctuary, he must
first offer a sin offering for himself.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
28 "As to priests owning land, I am
their inheritance. Don't give any land in
Israel to them. I am their 'land,' their
inheritance.
29 They'll take their meals from the
grain offerings, the sin offerings, and
the guilt offerings. Everything in Israel
offered to GOD in worship is theirs.
30 The best of everything grown, plus
all special gi s, comes to the priests. All
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that is given in worship to GOD goes to
them. Serve them first. Serve from your
best and your home will be blessed.
31 "Priests are not to eat any meat from
bird or animal unfit for ordinary human
consump on, such as carcasses found
dead on the road or in the field.

45 1 "When you divide up the
inheritance of the land, you must

set aside part of the land as sacred space
for GOD: approximately seven miles long
by six miles wide, all of it holy ground.
2Within this rectangle, reserve a
seven-hundred-fi y-foot square for the
Sanctuary with a seventy-five-foot buffer
zone surrounding it.
3Mark off within the sacred reserve a
sec on seven miles long by three miles
wide. The Sanctuary with its Holy of
Holies will be placed there.
4 This is where the priests will live,
those who lead worship in the Sanctuary
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and serve GOD there. Their houses will
be there along with The Holy Place.
5 "To the north of the sacred reserve,
an area roughly seven miles long and
two and a quarter miles wide will be
set aside as land for the villages of the
Levites who administer the affairs of
worship in the Sanctuary.
6 "To the south of the sacred reserve,
measure off a sec on seven miles long
and about a mile and a half wide for the
city itself, an area held in common by
the whole family of Israel.
7 "The prince gets the land abu ng
the seven-mile east and west borders
of the central sacred square, extending
eastward toward the Jordan and
westward toward the Mediterranean.
8 This is the prince's possession in
Israel. My princes will no longer bully my
people, running roughshod over them.



EZEKIEL 45 225
They'll respect the land as it has been
allo ed to the tribes.
9 "This is the Message of GOD, the
Master: 'I've put up with you long
enough, princes of Israel! Quit bullying
and taking advantage of my people. Do
what's just and right for a change.
10Use honest scales--honest weights
and honest measures.
11 Every pound must have sixteen
ounces. Every gallon must measure four
quarts. The ounce is the basic measure
for both.
12And your coins must be honest--no
wooden nickels!
13 "'These are the prescribed offerings
you are to supply: one-six eth part of
your wheat, one-six eth part of your
barley,
14 one-hundredth part of your oil,
15 one sheep out of every two hundred
from the lush pastures of Israel. These
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will be used for the grain offerings, burnt
offerings, and peace offerings for making
the atonement sacrifices for the people.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
16 "'Everyone in the land must
contribute to these special offerings that
the prince in Israel will administer.
17 It's the prince's job to provide the
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and
drink offerings at the Holy Fes vals, the
New Moons, and the Sabbaths--all the
commanded feasts among the people
of Israel. Sin offerings, grain offerings,
burnt offerings, and peace offerings for
making atonement for the people of
Israel are his responsibility.
18 "'This is the Message from GOD,
the Master: On the first day of the first
month, take an unblemished bull calf
and purify the Sanctuary.
19 The priest is to take blood from the
sin offerings and rub it on the doorposts
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of the Temple, on the four corners of
the ledge of the altar, and on the gate
entrance to the inside courtyard.
20 Repeat this ritual on the seventh
day of the month for anyone who sins
without knowing it. In this way you make
atonement for the Temple.
21 "'On the fourteenth day of the first
month, you will observe the Passover, a
feast of seven days. During the feast you
will eat bread made without yeast.
22 "'On Passover, the prince supplies a
bull as a sin offering for himself and all
the people of the country.
23 Each day for each of the seven days
of the feast, he will supply seven bulls
and seven rams unblemished as a burnt
offering to GOD, and also each day a
male goat.
24 "'He will supply about five and a half
gallons of grain offering and a gallon of
oil for each bull and each ram.
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25 "'On the fi eenth day of the seventh
month, and on each of the seven
days of the feast, he is to supply the
same materials for sin offerings, burnt
offerings, grain offerings, and oil.

46 1 "'Message from GOD, the
Master: The gate of the inside

courtyard on the east is to be shut on
the six working days, but open on the
Sabbath. It is also to be open on the New
Moon.
2 The prince will enter through the
entrance area of the gate complex and
stand at the gateposts as the priests
present his burnt offerings and peace
offerings while he worships there on the
porch. He will then leave, but the gate
won't be shut un l evening.
3On Sabbaths and New Moons, the
people are to worship before GOD at the
outside entrance to that gate complex.
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4 "'The prince supplies for GOD the
burnt offering for the Sabbath--six
unblemished lambs and an unblemished
ram.
5 The grain offering to go with the ram
is about five and a half gallons plus a
gallon of oil, and a handful of grain for
each lamb.
6 "'At the New Moon he is to supply a
bull calf, six lambs, and a ram, all without
blemish.
7He will also supply five and a half
gallons of grain offering and a gallon of
oil for both ram and bull, and a handful
of grain offering for each lamb.
8 "'When the prince enters, he will go
through the entrance ves bule of the
gate complex and leave the same way.
9 "'But when the people of the
land come to worship GOD at the
commanded feasts, those who enter
through the north gate will exit from
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the south gate, and those who enter
though the south gate will exit from
the north gate. You don't exit the gate
through which you enter, but through
the opposite gate.
10 The prince is to be there, mingling
with them, going in and out with them.
11 "'At the fes vals and the commanded
feasts, the appropriate grain offering is
five and a half gallons, with a gallon of
oil for the bull and ram and a handful of
grain for each lamb.
12 "'When the prince brings a freewill
offering to GOD, whether a burnt
offering or a peace offering, the east
gate is to be opened for him. He offers
his burnt or peace offering the same as
he does on the Sabbath. Then he leaves,
and a er he is out, the gate is shut.
13 "'Every morning you are to bring a
yearling lamb unblemished for a burnt
offering to GOD.
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14Also, every morning bring a grain
offering of about a gallon of grain
with a quart or so of oil to moisten it.
Presen ng this grain offering to GOD is
standard procedure.
15 The lamb, the grain offering, and the
oil for the burnt offering are a regular
daily ritual.
16 "'A Message from GOD, the Master:
If the prince deeds a gi from his
inheritance to one of his sons, it stays in
the family.
17 But if he deeds a gi from his
inheritance to a servant, the servant
keeps it only un l the year of libera on
(the Jubilee year). A er that, it comes
back to the prince. His inheritance is
only for his sons. It stays in the family.
18 The prince must not take the
inheritance from any of the people,
dispossessing them of their land. He can
give his sons only what he himself owns.
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None of my people are to be run off
their land.'"
19 Then the man brought me through
the north gate into the holy chambers
assigned to the priests and showed me a
back room to the west.
20He said, "This is the kitchen where
the priests will cook the guilt offering
and sin offering and bake the grain
offering so that they won't have to do it
in the outside courtyard and endanger
the unprepared people out there with
The Holy."
21He proceeded to take me to the
outside courtyard and around to each
of its four corners. In each corner I
observed another court.
22 In each of the four corners of the
outside courtyard were smaller courts
sixty by forty-five feet, each the same
size.
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23On the inside walls of the courts was
a stone shelf, and beneath the shelves,
hearths for cooking.
24He said, "These are the kitchens
where those who serve in the Temple
will cook the sacrifices of the people."

47 1Now he brought me back to
the entrance to the Temple. I

saw water pouring out from under the
Temple porch to the east (the Temple
faced east). The water poured from the
south side of the Temple, south of the
altar.
2He then took me out through the
north gate and led me around the
outside to the gate complex on the east.
The water was gushing from under the
south front of the Temple.
3He walked to the east with a
measuring tape and measured off fi een
hundred feet, leading me through water
that was ankle-deep.
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4He measured off another fi een
hundred feet, leading me through water
that was knee-deep. He measured off
another fi een hundred feet, leading
me through water waist-deep.
5He measured off another fi een
hundred feet. By now it was a river over
my head, water to swim in, water no one
could possibly walk through.
6He said, "Son of man, have you had
a good look?" Then he took me back to
the riverbank.
7While si ng on the bank, I no ced a
lot of trees on both sides of the river.
8He told me, "This water flows east,
descends to the Arabah and then into
the sea, the sea of stagnant waters.
When it emp es into those waters, the
sea will become fresh.
9Wherever the river flows, life will
flourish--great schools of fish--because
the river is turning the salt sea into
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fresh water. Where the river flows, life
abounds.
10 Fishermen will stand shoulder to
shoulder along the shore from En-gedi
all the way north to En-eglaim, cas ng
their nets. The sea will teem with fish
of all kinds, like the fish of the Great
Mediterranean.
11 "The swamps and marshes won't
become fresh. They'll stay salty.
12 "But the river itself, on both banks,
will grow fruit trees of all kinds. Their
leaves won't wither, the fruit won't fail.
Every month they'll bear fresh fruit
because the river from the Sanctuary
flows to them. Their fruit will be for food
and their leaves for healing."
13A Message from GOD, the Master:
"These are the boundaries by which you
are to divide up the inheritance of the
land for the twelve tribes of Israel, with
Joseph ge ng two parcels.
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14 It is to be divided up equally. I swore
in a solemn oath to give it to your
ancestors, swore that this land would be
your inheritance.
15 "These are the boundaries of the
land: "The northern boundary runs from
the Great Mediterranean Sea along the
Hethlon road to where you turn off to
the entrance of Hamath, Zedad,
16 Berothah, and Sibraim, which lies
between the territory of Damascus
and the territory of Hamath, and on to
Hazor-ha con on the border of Hauran.
17 The boundary runs from the Sea
to Hazor-enon, with the territories of
Damascus and Hamath to the north.
That is the northern boundary.
18 "The eastern boundary runs between
Damascus and Hauran, down along the
Jordan between Gilead and the land of
Israel to the Eastern Sea as far as Tamar.
This is the eastern boundary.
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19 "The southern boundary runs west
from Tamar to the waters of Meribah-
kadesh, along the Brook of Egypt, and
out to the Great Mediterranean Sea.
This is the southern boundary.
20 "The western boundary is formed by
the Great Mediterranean Sea north to
where the road turns east toward the
entrance to Hamath. This is the western
boundary.
21 "Divide up this land among the
twelve tribes of Israel.
22Divide it up as your inheritance, and
include in it the resident aliens who
have made themselves at home among
you and now have children. Treat them
as if they were born there, just like
yourselves. They also get an inheritance
among the tribes of Israel.
23 In whatever tribe the resident alien
lives, there he gets his inheritance.
Decree of GOD, the Master.
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48 1 "These are the tribes: "Dan:
one por on, along the northern

boundary, following the Hethlon road
that turns off to the entrance of Hamath
as far as Hazor-enon so that the territory
of Damascus lies to the north alongside
Hamath, the northern border stretching
from east to west.
2 "Asher: one por on, bordering Dan
from east to west.
3 "Naphtali: one por on, bordering
Asher from east to west.
4 "Manasseh: one por on, bordering
Naphtali from east to west.
5 "Ephraim: one por on, bordering
Manasseh from east to west.
6 "Reuben: one por on, bordering
Ephraim from east to west.
7 "Judah: one por on, bordering
Reuben from east to west.
8 "Bordering Judah from east to west
is the consecrated area that you will set
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aside as holy: a square approximately
seven by seven miles, with the Sanctuary
set at the center.
9 The consecrated area reserved for
GOD is to be seven miles long and a li le
less than three miles wide.
10 "This is how it will be parceled out.
The priest will get the area measuring
seven miles on the north and south
boundaries, with a width of a li le more
than three miles at the east and west
boundaries. The Sanctuary of GOD will
be at the center.
11 This is for the consecrated priests,
the Zadokites who stayed true in their
service to me and didn't get off track as
the Levites did when Israel wandered off
the main road.
12 This is their special gi , a gi from the
land itself, most holy ground, bordering
the sec on of the Levites.
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13 "The Levites get a sec on equal in
size to that of the priests, roughly seven
by three miles.
14 They are not permi ed to sell or
trade any of it. It's the choice part of
the land, to say nothing of being holy to
GOD.
15 "What's le of the 'sacred square'--
each sidemeasures out at sevenmiles by
a mile and a half--is for ordinary use: the
city and its buildings with open country
around it, but the city at the center.
16 The north, south, east, and west
sides of the city are each about a mile
and a half in length.
17A strip of pasture, one hundred
twenty-five yards wide, will border the
city on all sides.
18 The remainder of this por on, three
miles of countryside to the east and to
the west of the sacred precinct, is for
farming. It will supply food for the city.
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19Workers from all the tribes of Israel
will serve as field hands to farm the land.
20 "This dedicated area, set apart for
holy purposes, will be a square, seven
miles by seven miles, a 'holy square,'
which includes the part set aside for the
city.
21 "The rest of this land, the country
stretching east to the Jordan and west to
the Mediterranean from the seven-mile
sides of the 'holy square,' belongs to the
prince. His land is sandwiched between
the tribal por ons north and south, and
goes out both east and west from the
'sacred square' with its Temple at the
center.
22 The land set aside for the Levites on
one side and the city on the other is in
the middle of the territory assigned to
the prince. The 'sacred square' is flanked
east and west by the prince's land and
bordered on the north and south by
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the territories of Judah and Benjamin
respec vely.
23 "And then the rest of the tribes:
"Benjamin: one por on, stretching from
the eastern to the western boundary.
24 "Simeon: one por on, bordering
Benjamin from east to west.
25 "Issachar: one por on, bordering
Simeon from east to west.
26 "Zebulun: one por on, bordering
Issachar from east to west.
27 "Gad: one por on, bordering Zebulun
from east to west.
28 "The southern boundary of Gad will
run south from Tamar to the waters
of Meribah-kadesh, along the Brook
of Egypt and then out to the Great
Mediterranean Sea.
29 "This is the land that you are to divide
up among the tribes of Israel as their
inheritance. These are their por ons."
Decree of GOD, the Master.



EZEKIEL 48 243
30 "These are the gates of the city. On
the north side, which is 2,250 yards long
31 (the gates of the city are named a er
the tribes of Israel), three gates: the gate
of Reuben, the gate of Judah, the gate of
Levi.
32 "On the east side, measuring 2,250
yards, three gates: the gate of Joseph,
the gate of Benjamin, the gate of Dan.
33 "On the south side, measuring 2,250
yards, three gates: the gate of Simeon,
the gate of Issachar, the gate of Zebulun.
34 "On the west side, measuring 2,250
yards, three gates: the gate of Gad, the
gate of Asher, the gate of Naphtali.
35 "The four sides of the city measure
to a total of nearly six miles. "From
now on the name of the city will be
YAHWEH-SHAMMAH: "GOD-IS-THERE."



Daniel

1 1 It was the third year of King
Jehoiakim's reign in Judah when King

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon declared
war on Jerusalem and besieged the city.
2 The Master handed King Jehoiakim
of Judah over to him, along with some
of the furnishings from the Temple of
God. Nebuchadnezzar took king and
furnishings to the country of Babylon,
the ancient Shinar. He put the furnishings
in the sacred treasury.
3 The king told Ashpenaz, head of the
palace staff, to get some Israelites from
the royal family and nobility
4 --young men who were healthy
and handsome, intelligent and well-
educated, good prospects for leadership
posi ons in the government, perfect
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specimens!--and indoctrinate them in
the Babylonian language and the lore of
magic and fortunetelling.
5 The king then ordered that they be
served from the same menu as the royal
table--the best food, the finest wine.
A er three years of training they would
be given posi ons in the king's court.
6 Four young men from Judah--Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah--were
among those selected.
7 The head of the palace staff gave them
Babylonian names: Daniel was named
Belteshazzar, Hananiah was named
Shadrach, Mishael was named Meshach,
Azariah was named Abednego.
8 But Daniel determined that he would
not defile himself by ea ng the king's
food or drinking his wine, so he asked
the head of the palace staff to exempt
him from the royal diet.



DANIEL 1 3
9 The head of the palace staff, by God's
grace, liked Daniel,
10 but he warned him, "I'm afraid of
what my master the king will do. He is
the one who assigned this diet and if he
sees that you are not as healthy as the
rest, he'll have my head!"
11 But Daniel appealed to a steward
who had been assigned by the head of
the palace staff to be in charge of Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:
12 "Try us out for ten days on a simple
diet of vegetables and water.
13 Then compare us with the young
men who eat from the royal menu. Make
your decision on the basis of what you
see."
14 The steward agreed to do it and fed
them vegetables and water for ten days.
15At the end of the ten days they
looked be er and more robust than all
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the others who had been ea ng from
the royal menu.
16 So the steward con nued to exempt
them from the royal menu of food and
drink and served them only vegetables.
17God gave these four young men
knowledge and skill in both books and
life. In addi on, Daniel was gi ed in
understanding all sorts of visions and
dreams.
18At the end of the me set by the
king for their training, the head of
the royal staff brought them in to
Nebuchadnezzar.
19When the king interviewed them, he
found them far superior to all the other
young men. None were a match for
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
And so they took their place in the king's
service.
20Whenever the king consulted them
on anything, on books or on life, he



DANIEL 1–2 5
found them ten mes be er than all the
magicians and enchanters in his kingdom
put together.
21Daniel con nued in the king's service
un l the first year in the reign of King
Cyrus.

2 1 In the second year of his reign,
King Nebuchadnezzar started having

dreams that disturbed him deeply. He
couldn't sleep.
2He called in all the Babylonian
magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and
fortunetellers to interpret his dreams
for him. When they came and lined up
before the king,
3 he said to them, "I had a dream that
I can't get out of my mind. I can't sleep
un l I know what it means."
4 The fortunetellers, speaking in the
Aramaic language, said, "Long live the
king! Tell us the dream and we will
interpret it."
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5 The king answered the fortunetellers,
"This is my decree: If you can't tell
me both the dream itself and its
interpreta on, I'll have you ripped to
pieces, limb from limb, and your homes
torn down.
6 But if you tell me both the dream
and its interpreta on, I'll lavish you with
gi s and honors. So go to it: Tell me the
dream and its interpreta on."
7 They answered, "If it please your
majesty, tell us the dream. We'll give the
interpreta on."
8 But the king said, "I know what you're
up to--you're just playing for me. You
know you're up a tree.
9 You know that if you can't tell me
my dream, you're doomed. I see right
through you--you're going to cook up
some fancy stories and confuse the
issue un l I change my mind. Nothing
doing! First tell me the dream, then I'll



DANIEL 2 7
know that you're on the up and up with
the interpreta on and not just blowing
smoke in my eyes."
10 The fortunetellers said, "Nobody
anywhere can do what you ask. And no
king, great or small, has ever demanded
anything like this from any magician,
enchanter, or fortuneteller.
11What you're asking is impossible
unless some god or goddess should
reveal it--and they don't hang around
with people like us."
12 That set the king off. He lost his
temper and ordered the whole company
of Babylonian wise men killed.
13When the death warrant was
issued, Daniel and his companions were
included. They also were marked for
execu on.
14When Arioch, chief of the royal
guards, was making arrangements for
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the execu on, Daniel wisely took him
aside
15 and quietly asked what was going on:
"Why this all of a sudden?" A er Arioch
filled in the background,
16Daniel went to the king and asked for
a li le me so that he could interpret
the dream.
17Daniel then went home and told his
companions Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah what was going on.
18He asked them to pray to the God of
heaven for mercy in solving this mystery
so that the four of them wouldn't be
killed along with the whole company of
Babylonian wise men.
19 That night the answer to the mystery
was given to Daniel in a vision. Daniel
blessed the God of heaven,
20 saying, "Blessed be the name of God,
forever and ever. He knows all, does all:
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21He changes the seasons and guides
history, He raises up kings and also
brings them down, he provides both
intelligence and discernment,
22He opens up the depths, tells secrets,
sees in the dark--light spills out of him!
23God of all my ancestors, all thanks!
all praise! You made me wise and strong.
And now you've shown us what we asked
for. You've solved the king's mystery."
24 So Daniel went back to Arioch, who
had been put in charge of the execu on.
He said, "Call off the execu on! Take me
to the king and I'll interpret his dream."
25Arioch didn't lose a minute. He ran to
the king, bringing Daniel with him, and
said, "I've found a man from the exiles
of Judah who can interpret the king's
dream!"
26 The king asked Daniel (renamed in
Babylonian, Belteshazzar), "Are you sure
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you can do this--tell me the dream I had
and interpret it for me?"
27Daniel answered the king, "No mere
human can solve the king's mystery,
I don't care who it is--no wise man,
enchanter, magician, diviner.
28 But there is a God in heaven who
solves mysteries, and he has solved this
one. He is le ng King Nebuchadnezzar
in on what is going to happen in the days
ahead. This is the dream you had when
you were lying on your bed, the vision
that filled your mind:
29 "While you were stretched out on
your bed, O king, thoughts came to
you regarding what is coming in the
days ahead. The Revealer of Mysteries
showed you what will happen.
30 But the interpreta on is given
through me, not because I'm any
smarter than anyone else in the country,
but so that you will know what it means,
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so that you will understand what you
dreamed.
31 "What you saw, O king, was a huge
statue standing before you, striking in
appearance. And terrifying.
32 The head of the statue was pure gold,
the chest and arms were silver, the belly
and hips were bronze,
33 the legs were iron, and the feet were
an iron-ceramic mixture.
34While you were looking at this statue,
a stone cut out of a mountain by an
invisible hand hit the statue, smashing
its iron-ceramic feet.
35 Then the whole thing fell to pieces-
-iron, le, bronze, silver, and gold,
smashed to bits. It was like scraps of
old newspapers in a vacant lot in a hot
dry summer, blown every which way by
the wind, sca ered to oblivion. But the
stone that hit the statue became a huge
mountain, domina ng the horizon.
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36 This was your dream. "And now we'll
interpret it for the king.
37 You, O king, are the most powerful
king on earth. The God of heaven
has given you the works: rule, power,
strength, and glory.
38He has put you in charge of men and
women, wild animals and birds, all over
the world--you're the head ruler, you are
the head of gold.
39 But your rule will be taken over by
another kingdom, inferior to yours, and
that one by a third, a bronze kingdom,
but s ll ruling the whole land,
40 and a er that by a fourth kingdom,
iron-like in strength. Just as iron smashes
things to bits, breaking and pulverizing,
it will bust up the previous kingdoms.
41 "But then the feet and toes that
ended up as a mixture of ceramic and
iron will deteriorate into a mongrel
kingdom with some remains of iron in



DANIEL 2 13
it. Just as the toes of the feet were part
ceramic and part iron,
42 it will end up a mixed bag of the
breakable and unbreakable.
43 That kingdom won't bond, won't
hold together any more than iron and
clay hold together.
44 "But throughout the history of these
kingdoms, the God of heaven will be
building a kingdom that will never be
destroyed, nor will this kingdom ever fall
under the domina on of another. In the
end it will crush the other kingdoms and
finish them off and come through it all
standing strong and eternal.
45 It will be like the stone cut from
the mountain by the invisible hand
that crushed the iron, the bronze, the
ceramic, the silver, and the gold. "The
great God has let the king know what
will happen in the years to come. This is



DANIEL 2 14
an accurate telling of the dream, and the
interpreta on is also accurate."
46When Daniel finished, King
Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face in awe
before Daniel. He ordered the offering
of sacrifices and burning of incense in
Daniel's honor.
47He said to Daniel, "Your God is
beyond ques on the God of all gods,
the Master of all kings. And he solves all
mysteries, I know, because you've solved
this mystery."
48 Then the king promoted Daniel to a
high posi on in the kingdom, lavished
him with gi s, and made him governor
over the en re province of Babylon and
the chief in charge of all the Babylonian
wise men.
49At Daniel's request the king
appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to administra ve posts
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throughout Babylon, while Daniel
governed from the royal headquarters.

3 1 King Nebuchadnezzar built a gold
statue, ninety feet high and nine feet

thick. He set it up on the Dura plain in
the province of Babylon.
2He then ordered all the important
leaders in the province, everybody
who was anybody, to the dedica on
ceremony of the statue.
3 They all came for the dedica on,
all the important people, and took
their places before the statue that
Nebuchadnezzar had erected.
4A herald then proclaimed in a loud
voice: "A en on, everyone! Every race,
color, and creed, listen!
5When you hear the band strike up--all
the trumpets and trombones, the tubas
and baritones, the drums and cymbals--
fall to your knees and worship the gold
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statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set
up.
6Anyone who does not kneel and
worship shall be thrown immediately
into a roaring furnace."
7 The band started to play, a huge
band equipped with all the musical
instruments of Babylon, and everyone--
every race, color, and creed--fell to their
knees and worshiped the gold statue
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
8 Just then, some Babylonian
fortunetellers stepped up and accused
the Jews.
9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar,
"Long live the king!
10 You gave strict orders, O king, that
when the big band started playing,
everyone had to fall to their knees and
worship the gold statue,
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11 and whoever did not go to their
knees and worship it had to be pitched
into a roaring furnace.
12Well, there are some Jews here--
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego--
whom you have placed in high posi ons
in the province of Babylon. These men
are ignoring you, O king. They don't
respect your gods and they won't
worship the gold statue you set up."
13 Furious, King Nebuchadnezzar
ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to be brought in. When the
men were brought in,
14Nebuchadnezzar asked, "Is it true,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that
you don't respect my gods and refuse to
worship the gold statue that I have set
up?
15 I'm giving you a second chance--but
from now on, when the big band strikes
up you must go to your knees and
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worship the statue I have made. If you
don't worship it, you will be pitched into
a roaring furnace, no ques ons asked.
Who is the god who can rescue you from
my power?"
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
answered King Nebuchadnezzar, "Your
threat means nothing to us.
17 If you throw us in the fire, the God
we serve can rescue us from your roaring
furnace and anything else you might
cook up, O king.
18 But even if he doesn't, it wouldn't
make a bit of difference, O king. We s ll
wouldn't serve your gods or worship the
gold statue you set up."
19Nebuchadnezzar, his face purple with
anger, cut off Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He ordered the furnace fired
up seven mes ho er than usual.
20He ordered some strong men from
the army to e them up, hands and
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feet, and throw them into the roaring
furnace.
21 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
bound hand and foot, fully dressed
from head to toe, were pitched into the
roaring fire.
22 Because the king was in such a hurry
and the furnace was so hot, flames from
the furnace killed the men who carried
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to it,
23while the fire raged around Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego.
24 Suddenly King Nebuchadnezzar
jumped up in alarm and said, "Didn't we
throw three men, bound hand and foot,
into the fire?" "That's right, O king," they
said.
25 "But look!" he said. "I see four
men, walking around freely in the fire,
completely unharmed! And the fourth
man looks like a son of the gods!"
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26Nebuchadnezzar went to the door
of the roaring furnace and called in,
"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
servants of the High God, come
out here!" Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego walked out of the fire.
27All the important people, the
government leaders and king's
counselors, gathered around to examine
them and discovered that the fire hadn't
so much as touched the three men--not
a hair singed, not a scorch mark on their
clothes, not even the smell of fire on
them!
28Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego! He sent his angel and
rescued his servants who trusted in him!
They ignored the king's orders and laid
their bodies on the line rather than serve
or worship any god but their own.
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29 "Therefore I issue this decree:
Anyone anywhere, of any race, color,
or creed, who says anything against
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego will be ripped to pieces, limb
from limb, and their houses torn down.
There has never been a god who can pull
off a rescue like this."
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the province
of Babylon.

4 1 King Nebuchadnezzar to everyone,
everywhere--every race, color, and

creed: "Peace and prosperity to all!
2 It is my privilege to report to you the
gracious miracles that the High God has
done for me.
3 "His miracles are staggering, his
wonders are surprising. His kingdom
lasts and lasts, his sovereign rule goes on
forever.
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4 "I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home
taking it easy in my palace, without a
care in the world.
5 But as I was stretched out on my
bed I had a dream that scared me--a
nightmare that shook me.
6 I sent for all the wise men of Babylon
so that they could interpret the dream
for me.
7When they were all assembled--
magicians, enchanters, fortunetellers,
witches--I told them the dream. None
could tell me what it meant.
8 "And then Daniel came in. His
Babylonian name is Belteshazzar, named
a er my god, a man full of the divine
Holy Spirit. I told him my dream.
9 "'Belteshazzar,' I said, 'chief of the
magicians, I know that you are a man full
of the divine Holy Spirit and that there is
no mystery that you can't solve. Listen to
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this dream that I had and interpret it for
me.
10 "'This is what I saw as I was stretched
out on my bed. I saw a big towering tree
at the center of the world.
11As I watched, the tree grew huge and
strong. Its top reached the sky and it
could be seen from the four corners of
the earth.
12 Its leaves were beau ful, its fruit
abundant--enough food for everyone!
Wild animals found shelter under it,
birds nested in its branches, everything
living was fed and sheltered by it.
13 "'And this also is what I saw as I was
stretched out on my bed. I saw a holy
watchman descend from heaven,
14 and call out: Chop down the tree,
lop off its branches, strip its leaves and
sca er its fruit. Chase the animals from
beneath it and shoo the birds from its
branches.
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15 But leave the stump and roots in the
ground, belted with a strap of iron and
bronze in the grassy meadow. Let him
be soaked in heaven's dew and take his
meals with the animals that graze.
16 Let him lose his mind and get an
animal's mind in exchange, And let this
go on for seven seasons.
17 The angels announce this decree, the
holy watchmen bring this sentence, So
that everyone living will know that the
High God rules human kingdoms. He
arranges kingdom affairs however he
wishes, and makes leaders out of losers.
18 "'This is what I, King Nebuchadnezzar,
dreamed. It's your turn, Belteshazzar--
interpret it for me. None of the wise men
of Babylon could make heads or tails of
it, but I'm sure you can do it. You're full
of the divine Holy Spirit.'"
19At first Daniel, who had been
renamed Belteshazzar in Babylon,
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was upset. The thoughts that came
swarming into his mind terrified him.
"Belteshazzar," the king said, "stay
calm. Don't let the dream and its
interpreta on scare you." "My master,"
said Belteshazzar, "I wish this dream
were about your enemies and its
interpreta on for your foes.
20 "The tree you saw that grew so large
and sturdy with its top touching the
sky, visible from the four corners of the
world;
21 the treewith the luxuriant foliage and
abundant fruit, enough for everyone;
the tree under which animals took cover
and in which birds built nests
22 --you, O king, are that tree. "You
have grown great and strong. Your royal
majesty reaches sky-high, and your
sovereign rule stretches to the four
corners of the world.
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23 "But the part about the holy
angel descending from heaven and
proclaiming, 'Chop down the tree,
destroy it, but leave stump and roots in
the ground belted with a strap of iron
and bronze in the grassy meadow; let
him be soaked with heaven's dew and
take his meals with the grazing animals
for seven seasons'
24 --this, O king, also refers to you. It
means that the High God has sentenced
my master the king:
25 You will be driven away from human
company and live with the wild animals.
You will graze on grass like an ox. You
will be soaked in heaven's dew. This
will go on for seven seasons, and you
will learn that the High God rules over
human kingdoms and that he arranges
all kingdom affairs.
26 "The part about the tree stump
and roots being le means that your
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kingdom will s ll be there for you a er
you learn that it is heaven that runs
things.
27 "So, king, take my advice: Make a
clean break with your sins and start living
for others. Quit your wicked life and look
a er the needs of the down-and-out.
Then you will con nue to have a good
life."
28All this happened to King
Nebuchadnezzar.
29 Just twelve months later, he was
walking on the balcony of the royal
palace in Babylon
30 and boasted, "Look at this, Babylon
the great! And I built it all by myself,
a royal palace adequate to display my
honor and glory!"
31 The words were no sooner out of
his mouth than a voice out of heaven
spoke, "This is the verdict on you, King
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Nebuchadnezzar: Your kingdom is taken
from you.
32 You will be driven out of human
company and live with the wild animals.
You will eat grass like an ox. The sentence
is for seven seasons, enough me to
learn that the High God rules human
kingdoms and puts whomever he wishes
in charge."
33 It happened at once.
Nebuchadnezzar was driven out of
human company, ate grass like an ox,
and was soaked in heaven's dew. His
hair grew like the feathers of an eagle
and his nails like the claws of a hawk.
34 "At the end of the seven years, I,
Nebuchadnezzar, looked to heaven. I
was given my mind back and I blessed
the High God, thanking and glorifying
God, who lives forever. "His sovereign
rule lasts and lasts, his kingdom never
declines and falls.
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35 Life on this earth doesn't add up to
much, but God's heavenly army keeps
everything going. No one can interrupt
his work, no one can call his rule into
ques on.
36 "At the same me that I was given
back my mind, I was also given back
my majesty and splendor, making my
kingdom shine. All the leaders and
important people came looking for me. I
was reestablished as king in my kingdom
and became greater than ever.
37And that's why I'm singing--I,
Nebuchadnezzar--singing and praising
the King of Heaven: "Everything he does
is right, and he does it the right way. He
knows how to turn a proud person into a
humble man or woman."

5 1 King Belshazzar held a great feast
for his one thousand nobles. The

wine flowed freely.
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2 Belshazzar, heady with the wine,
ordered that the gold and silver chalices
his father Nebuchadnezzar had stolen
from God's Temple of Jerusalem be
brought in so that he and his nobles, his
wives and concubines, could drink from
them.
3When the gold and silver chalices
were brought in, the king and his nobles,
his wives and his concubines, drank wine
from them.
4 They drank the wine and drunkenly
praised their gods made of gold and
silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone.
5At that very moment, the fingers of a
human hand appeared and beganwri ng
on the lamp-illumined, whitewashed
wall of the palace. When the king saw
the disembodied hand wri ng away,
6 he went white as a ghost, scared out
of his wits. His legs went limp and his
knees knocked.
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7He yelled out for the enchanters, the
fortunetellers, and the diviners to come.
He told these Babylonian magi, "Anyone
who can read this wri ng on the wall
and tell me what it means will be famous
and rich--purple robe, the great gold
chain--and be third-in-command in the
kingdom."
8One a er the other they tried, but
could make no sense of it. They could
neither read what was wri en nor
interpret it to the king.
9 So now the king was really frightened.
All the blood drained from his face. The
nobles were in a panic.
10 The queen heard of the hysteria
among the king and his nobles and came
to the banquet hall. She said, "Long
live the king! Don't be upset. Don't sit
around looking like ghosts.
11 There is a man in your kingdom
who is full of the divine Holy Spirit.
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During your father's me he was well
known for his intellectual brilliance
and spiritual wisdom. He was so good
that your father, King Nebuchadnezzar,
made him the head of all the magicians,
enchanters, fortunetellers, and diviners.
12 There was no one quite like him. He
could do anything--interpret dreams,
solve mysteries, explain puzzles. His
name is Daniel, but he was renamed
Belteshazzar by the king. Have Daniel
called in. He'll tell you what is going on
here."
13 So Daniel was called in. The king
asked him, "Are you the Daniel who
was one of the Jewish exiles my father
brought here from Judah?
14 I've heard about you--that you're
full of the Holy Spirit, that you've got a
brilliant mind, that you are incredibly
wise.
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15 The wise men and enchanters were
brought in here to read this wri ng on
the wall and interpret it for me. They
couldn't figure it out--not a word, not a
syllable.
16 But I've heard that you interpret
dreams and solve mysteries. So--if you
can read the wri ng and interpret it
for me, you'll be rich and famous--a
purple robe, the great gold chain around
your neck--and third-in-command in the
kingdom."
17Daniel answered the king, "You can
keep your gi s, or give them to someone
else. But I will read the wri ng for the
king and tell him what it means.
18 "Listen, O king! The High God gave
your father Nebuchadnezzar a great
kingdom and a glorious reputa on.
19 Because God made him so famous,
people from everywhere, whatever
their race, color, and creed, were totally
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in midated by him. He killed or spared
people on whim. He promoted or
humiliated people capriciously.
20He developed a big head and a hard
spirit. Then God knocked him off his high
horse and stripped him of his fame.
21He was thrown out of human
company, lost his mind, and lived like a
wild animal. He ate grass like an ox and
was soaked by heaven's dew un l he
learned his lesson: that the High God
rules human kingdoms and puts anyone
he wants in charge.
22 "You are his son and have known all
this, yet you're as arrogant as he ever
was.
23 Look at you, se ng yourself up
in compe on against the Master of
heaven! You had the sacred chalices
from his Temple brought into your
drunken party so that you and your
nobles, your wives and your concubines,
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could drink from them. You used the
sacred chalices to toast your gods of
silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood
and stone--blind, deaf, and imbecile
gods. But you treat with contempt the
living God who holds your en re life
from birth to death in his hand.
24 "God sent the hand that wrote on
the wall,
25 and this is what is wri en: MENE,
TEQEL, and PERES.
26 This is what the words mean:
"[Mene]: God has numbered the days of
your rule and they don't add up.
27 "[Teqel]: You have been weighed on
the scales and you don't weigh much.
28 "[Peres]: Your kingdom has been
divided up and handed over to the
Medes and Persians."
29 Belshazzar didwhat he had promised.
He robed Daniel in purple, draped the
great gold chain around his neck, and
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promoted him to third-in-charge in the
kingdom.
30 That same night the Babylonian king
Belshazzar was murdered.
31He was sixty-two years old. Darius
the Mede succeeded him as king.

6 1Darius reorganized his kingdom.
He appointed one hundred twenty

governors to administer all the parts of
his realm.
2Over them were three vice-regents,
one of whom was Daniel. The governors
reported to the vice-regents, who made
sure that everything was in order for the
king.
3 But Daniel, brimming with spirit and
intelligence, so completely outclassed
the other vice-regents and governors
that the king decided to put him in
charge of the whole kingdom.
4 The vice-regents and governors got
together to find some old scandal or
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skeleton in Daniel's life that they could
use against him, but they couldn't dig up
anything. He was totally exemplary and
trustworthy. They could find no evidence
of negligence or misconduct.
5 So they finally gave up and said,
"We're never going to find anything
against this Daniel unless we can cook
up something religious."
6 The vice-regents and governors
conspired together and then went to the
king and said, "King Darius, live forever!
7We've convened your vice-regents,
governors, and all your leading officials,
and have agreed that the king should
issue the following decree: For the next
thirty days no one is to pray to any god
or mortal except you, O king. Anyone
who disobeys will be thrown into the
lions' den.
8 "Issue this decree, O king, and make
it uncondi onal, as if wri en in stone
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like all the laws of the Medes and the
Persians."
9 King Darius signed the decree.
10When Daniel learned that the
decree had been signed and posted, he
con nued to pray just as he had always
done. His house had windows in the
upstairs that opened toward Jerusalem.
Three mes a day he knelt there in
prayer, thanking and praising his God.
11 The conspirators came and found
him praying, asking God for help.
12 They went straight to the king and
reminded him of the royal decree that
he had signed. "Did you not," they
said, "sign a decree forbidding anyone
to pray to any god or man except you
for the next thirty days? And anyone
caught doing it would be thrown into the
lions' den?" "Absolutely," said the king.
"Wri en in stone, like all the laws of the
Medes and Persians."
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13 Then they said, "Daniel, one of the
Jewish exiles, ignores you, O king, and
defies your decree. Three mes a day he
prays."
14At this, the king was very upset and
tried his best to get Daniel out of the
fix he'd put him in. He worked at it the
whole day long.
15 But then the conspirators were back:
"Remember, O king, it's the law of the
Medes and Persians that the king's
decree can never be changed."
16 The king caved in and ordered Daniel
brought and thrown into the lions' den.
But he said to Daniel, "Your God, to
whom you are so loyal, is going to get
you out of this."
17A stone slab was placed over the
opening of the den. The king sealed the
cover with his signet ring and the signet
rings of all his nobles, fixing Daniel's fate.
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18 The king then went back to his
palace. He refused supper. He couldn't
sleep. He spent the night fas ng.
19At daybreak the king got up and
hurried to the lions' den.
20As he approached the den, he called
out anxiously, "Daniel, servant of the
living God, has your God, whom you
serve so loyally, saved you from the
lions?"
21 "O king, live forever!" said Daniel.
22 "My God sent his angel, who closed
the mouths of the lions so that they
would not hurt me. I've been found
innocent before God and also before
you, O king. I've done nothing to harm
you."
23When the king heard these words, he
was happy. He ordered Daniel taken up
out of the den. When he was hauled up,
there wasn't a scratch on him. He had
trusted his God.
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24 Then the king commanded that
the conspirators who had informed on
Daniel be thrown into the lions' den,
along with their wives and children.
Before they hit the floor, the lions had
them in their jaws, tearing them to
pieces.
25 King Darius published this
proclama on to every race, color,
and creed on earth: Peace to you!
Abundant peace!
26 I decree that Daniel's God shall be
worshiped and feared in all parts of my
kingdom. He is the living God, world
without end. His kingdom never falls. His
rule con nues eternally.
27He is a savior and rescuer. He
performs astonishing miracles in heaven
and on earth. He saved Daniel from the
power of the lions.
28 From then on, Daniel was treated
well during the reign of Darius, and
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also in the following reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

7 1 In the first year of the reign of King
Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had

a dream. What he saw as he slept in
his bed terrified him--a real nightmare.
Then he wrote out his dream:
2 "In my dream that night I saw the four
winds of heaven whipping up a great
storm on the sea.
3 Four huge animals, each different
from the others, ascended out of the
sea.
4 "The first animal looked like a lion,
but it had the wings of an eagle. While I
watched, its wings were pulled off. It was
then pulled erect so that it was standing
on two feet like a man. Then a human
heart was placed in it.
5 "Then I saw a second animal that
looked like a bear. It lurched from side to
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side, holding three ribs in its jaws. It was
told, 'A ack! Devour! Fill your belly!'
6 "Next I saw another animal. This one
looked like a panther. It had four birdlike
wings on its back. This animal had four
heads and was made to rule.
7 "A er that, a fourth animal appeared
in my dream. This one was a grisly
horror--hideous. It had huge iron teeth.
It crunched and swallowed its vic ms.
Anything le over, it trampled into the
ground. It was different from the other
animals--this one was a real monster. It
had ten horns.
8 "As I was staring at the horns and
trying to figure out what they meant,
another horn sprouted up, a li le horn.
Three of the original horns were pulled
out to make room for it. There were
human eyes in this li le horn, and a big
mouth speaking arrogantly.
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9 "As I was watching all this, "Thrones
were set in place and The Old One sat
down. His robes were white as snow, his
hair was white like wool. His throne was
flaming with fire, its wheels blazing.
10A river of fire poured out of the
throne. Thousands upon thousands
served him, tens of thousands a ended
him. The courtroom was called to order,
and the books were opened.
11 "I kept watching. The li le horn was
speaking arrogantly. Then, as I watched,
the monster was killed and its body
cremated in a roaring fire.
12 The other animals lived on for a
limited me, but they didn't really do
anything, had no power to rule.
13My dream con nued. "I saw a human
form, a son of man, arriving in a whirl of
clouds. He came to The Old One and was
presented to him.



DANIEL 7 45
14He was given power to rule--all the
glory of royalty. Everyone--race, color,
and creed--had to serve him. His rule
would be forever, never ending. His
kingly rule would never be replaced.
15 "But as for me, Daniel, I was
disturbed. All these dream-visions had
me agitated.
16 So I went up to one of those standing
by and asked him the meaning of all this.
And he told me, interpre ng the dream
for me:
17 "'These four huge animals,' he said,
'mean that four kingdoms will appear on
earth.
18 But eventually the holy people of the
High God will be given the kingdom and
have it ever a er--yes, forever and ever.'
19 "But I wanted to know more. I was
curious about the fourth animal, the
one so different from the others, the
hideous monster with the iron teeth and
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the bronze claws, gulping down what
it ripped to pieces and trampling the
le overs into the dirt.
20And I wanted to know about the
ten horns on its head and the other
horn that sprouted up while three of
the original horns were removed. This
new horn had eyes and a big mouth and
spoke arrogantly, domina ng the other
horns.
21 I watched as this horn was making
war on God's holy people and ge ng
the best of them.
22 But then The Old One intervened and
decided things in favor of the people
of the High God. In the end, God's holy
people took over the kingdom.
23 "The bystander con nued, telling
me this: 'The fourth animal is a fourth
kingdom that will appear on earth. It
will be different from the first three
kingdoms, a monster kingdom that will
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chew up everyone in sight and spit them
out.
24 The ten horns are ten kings, one
a er another, that will come from this
kingdom. But then another king will
arrive. He will be different from the
earlier kings. He will begin by toppling
three kings.
25 Then he will blaspheme the High
God, persecute the followers of the High
God, and try to get rid of sacred worship
and moral prac ce. God's holy people
will be persecuted by him for a me, two
mes, half a me.
26 "'But when the court comes to order,
the horn will be stripped of its power
and totally destroyed.
27 Then the royal rule and the authority
and the glory of all the kingdoms under
heaven will be handed over to the
people of the High God. Their royal rule
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will last forever. All other rulers will serve
and obey them.'
28 "And there it ended. I, Daniel, was in
shock. I was like a man who had seen a
ghost. But I kept it all to myself.

8 1 "In King Belshazzar's third year as
king, another vision came to me,

Daniel. This was now the second vision.
2 "In the vision, I saw myself in Susa,
the capital city of the province Elam,
standing at the Ulai Canal.
3 Looking around, I was surprised to see
a ram also standing at the gate. The ram
had two huge horns, one bigger than the
other, but the bigger horn was the last
to appear.
4 I watched as the ram charged: first
west, then north, then south. No beast
could stand up to him. He did just as he
pleased, stru ng as if he were king of
the beasts.
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5 "While I was watching this, wondering
what it all meant, I saw a billy goat with
an immense horn in the middle of its
forehead come up out of the west and
fly across the whole country, not once
touching the ground.
6 The billy goat approached the
double-horned ram that I had earlier
seen standing at the gate and, enraged,
charged it viciously.
7 I watched as, mad with rage, it
charged the ram and hit it so hard that
it broke off its two horns. The ram didn't
stand a chance against it. The billy goat
knocked the ram to the ground and
stomped all over it. Nothing could have
saved the ram from the goat.
8 "Then the billy goat swelled to an
enormous size. At the height of its
power its immense horn broke off and
four other big horns sprouted in its
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place, poin ng to the four points of the
compass.
9And then from one of these big horns
another horn sprouted. It started small,
but then grew to an enormous size,
facing south and east--toward lovely
Pales ne.
10 The horn grew tall, reaching to the
stars, the heavenly army, and threw
some of the stars to the earth and
stomped on them.
11 It even dared to challenge the power
of God, Prince of the Celes al Army!
And then it threw out daily worship and
desecrated the Sanctuary.
12As judgment against their sin, the
holy people of God got the same
treatment as the daily worship. The horn
cast God's Truth aside. High-handed, it
took over everything and everyone.
13 "Then I overheard two holy angels
talking. One asked, 'How long is what we
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see here going to last--the abolishing of
daily worship, this devasta ng judgment
against sin, the kicking around of God's
holy people and the Sanctuary?'
14 "The other answered, 'Over the
course of 2,300 sacrifices, evening and
morning. Then the Sanctuary will be set
right again.'
15 "While I, Daniel, was trying to make
sense of what I was seeing, suddenly
there was a humanlike figure standing
before me.
16 "Then I heard a man's voice from
over by the Ulai Canal calling out,
'Gabriel, tell this man what is going on.
Explain the vision to him.'
17He came up to me, but when he
got close I became terrified and fell
facedown on the ground. "He said,
'Understand that this vision has to do
with the me of the end.'



DANIEL 8 52
18As soon as he spoke, I fainted, my
face in the dirt. But he picked me up and
put me on my feet.
19 "And then he con nued, 'I want to
tell you what is going to happen as the
judgment days of wrath wind down, for
there is going to be an end to all this.
20 "'The double-horned ram you saw
stands for the two kings of the Medes
and Persians.
21 The billy goat stands for the kingdom
of the Greeks. The huge horn on its
forehead is the first Greek king.
22 The four horns that sprouted a er it
was broken off are the four kings that
come a er him, but without his power.
23 "'As their kingdoms cool down and
rebellions heat up, A king will show up,
hard-faced, a master trickster.
24His power will swell enormously. He'll
talk big, high-handedly, Doing whatever
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he pleases, knocking off heroes and holy
ones le and right.
25He'll plot and scheme to make crime
flourish--and oh, how it will flourish!
He'll think he's invincible and get rid of
anyone who gets in his way. But when
he takes on the Prince of all princes, he'll
be smashed to bits--but not by human
hands.
26 This vision of the 2,300 sacrifices,
evening and morning, is accurate but
confiden al. Keep it to yourself. It refers
to the far future.'
27 "I, Daniel, walked around in a daze,
unwell for days. Then I got a grip on
myself and went back to work taking
care of the king's affairs. But I con nued
to be upset by the vision. I couldn't make
sense of it.

9 1 "Darius, son of Ahasuerus, born a
Mede, became king over the land of

Babylon.
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2 In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel,
was medita ng on the Scriptures that
gave, according to the Word of GOD to
the prophet Jeremiah, the number of
years that Jerusalem had to lie in ruins,
namely, seventy.
3 I turned to the Master God, asking
for an answer--praying earnestly, fas ng
from meals, wearing rough peniten al
burlap, and kneeling in the ashes.
4 I poured out my heart, baring my soul
to GOD, my God: "'O Master, great and
august God. You never waver in your
covenant commitment, never give up on
those who love you and do what you say.
5 Yet we have sinned in every way
imaginable. We've done evil things,
rebelled, dodged and taken detours
around your clearly marked paths.
6We've turned a deaf ear to your
servants the prophets, who preached
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your Word to our kings and leaders, our
parents, and all the people in the land.
7 You have done everything right,
Master, but all we have to show for
our lives is guilt and shame, the whole
lot of us--people of Judah, ci zens of
Jerusalem, Israel at home and Israel
in exile in all the places we've been
banished to because of our betrayal of
you.
8Oh yes, GOD, we've been exposed in
our shame, all of us--our kings, leaders,
parents--before the whole world. And
deservedly so, because of our sin.
9 "'Compassion is our only hope, the
compassion of you, the Master, our God,
since in our rebellion we've forfeited our
rights.
10We paid no a en on to you when
you told us how to live, the clear teaching
that came through your servants the
prophets.
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11All of us in Israel ignored what you
said. We defied your instruc ons and did
what we pleased. And now we're paying
for it: The solemn curse wri en out
plainly in the revela on to God's servant
Moses is now doing its work among us,
the wages of our sin against you.
12 You did to us and our rulers what
you said you would do: You brought this
catastrophic disaster on us, the worst
disaster on record--and in Jerusalem!
13 "'Just as wri en in God's revela on
to Moses, the catastrophe was total.
Nothing was held back. We kept at
our sinning, never giving you a second
thought, oblivious to your clear warning,
14 and so you had no choice but to let
the disaster loose on us in full force.
You, our GOD, had a perfect right to do
this since we persistently and defiantly
ignored you.
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15 "'Master, you are our God, for you
delivered your people from the land of
Egypt in a show of power--people are
s ll talking about it! We confess that
we have sinned, that we have lived bad
lives.
16 Following the lines of what you
have always done in se ng things right,
se ng [people] right, please stop being
so angry with Jerusalem, your very own
city, your holy mountain. We know it's
our fault that this has happened, all
because of our sins and our parents'
sins, and now we're an embarrassment
to everyone around us. We're a blot on
the neighborhood.
17 So listen, God, to this determined
prayer of your servant. Have mercy on
your ruined Sanctuary. Act out of who
you are, not out of what we are.
18 "'Turn your ears our way, God, and
listen. Open your eyes and take a long
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look at our ruined city, this city named
a er you. We know that we don't
deserve a hearing from you. Our appeal
is to your compassion. This prayer is our
last and only hope:
19 "'Master, listen to us! Master, forgive
us! Master, look at us and do something!
Master, don't put us off! Your city and
your people are named a er you: You
have a stake in us!'
20 "While I was pouring out my heart,
baring my sins and the sins of my people
Israel, praying my life out before my
God, interceding for the holy mountain
of my God
21 --while I was absorbed in this praying,
the humanlike Gabriel, the one I had
seen in an earlier vision, approached
me, flying in like a bird about the me of
evening worship.
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22 "He stood before me and said,
'Daniel, I have come to make things plain
to you.
23 You had no sooner started your
prayer when the answer was given.
And now I'm here to deliver the answer
to you. You are much loved! So listen
carefully to the answer, the plain
meaning of what is revealed:
24 "'Seventy sevens are set for your
people and for your holy city to thro le
rebellion, stop sin, wipe out crime, set
things right forever, confirm what the
prophet saw, and anoint The Holy of
Holies.
25 "'Here is what you must understand:
From the me the word goes out to
rebuild Jerusalem un l the coming of
the Anointed Leader, there will be seven
sevens. The rebuilding will take sixty-two
sevens, including building streets and
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digging a moat. Those will be rough
mes.
26A er the sixty-two sevens, the
Anointed Leader will be killed--the end
of him. The city and Sanctuary will be
laid in ruins by the army of the newly
arriving leader. The end will come in a
rush, like a flood. War will rage right up
to the end, desola on the order of the
day.
27 "'Then for one seven, he will forge
many and strong alliances, but halfway
through the seven he will banish worship
and prayers. At the place of worship,
a desecra ng obscenity will be set up
and remain un l finally the desecrator
himself is decisively destroyed.'"

10 1 In the third year of the reign of
King Cyrus of Persia, a message

was made plain to Daniel, whose
Babylonian name was Belteshazzar. The
message was true. It dealt with a big
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war. He understood the message, the
understanding coming by revela on:
2 "During those days, I, Daniel, went
into mourning over Jerusalem for three
weeks.
3 I ate only plain and simple food, no
seasoning or meat or wine. I neither
bathed nor shaved un l the three weeks
were up.
4 "On the twenty-fourth day of the first
month I was standing on the bank of the
great river, the Tigris.
5 I looked up and to my surprise saw a
man dressed in linen with a belt of pure
gold around his waist.
6His body was hard and glistening, as if
sculpted from a precious stone, his face
radiant, his eyes bright and penetra ng
like torches, his arms and feet glistening
like polished bronze, and his voice, deep
and resonant, sounded like a huge choir
of voices.
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7 "I, Daniel, was the only one to see this.
The men who were with me, although
they didn't see it, were overcome with
fear and ran off and hid, fearing the
worst.
8 Le alone a er the appearance,
abandoned by my friends, I went weak
in the knees, the blood drained from my
face.
9 "I heard his voice. At the sound of it I
fainted, fell flat on the ground, face in
the dirt.
10A hand touched me and pulled me to
my hands and knees.
11 "'Daniel,' he said, 'man of quality,
listen carefully to my message. And get
up on your feet. Stand at a en on. I've
been sent to bring you news.' "When he
had said this, I stood up, but I was s ll
shaking.
12 "'Relax, Daniel,' he con nued,
'don't be afraid. From the moment you
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decided to humble yourself to receive
understanding, your prayer was heard,
and I set out to come to you.
13 But I was waylaid by the angel-prince
of the kingdom of Persia
14 and was delayed for a good three
weeks. But then Michael, one of the
chief angel-princes, intervened to help
me. I le him there with the prince of
the kingdom of Persia. And now I'm
here to help you understand what will
eventually happen to your people. The
vision has to do with what's ahead.'
15 "While he was saying all this, I looked
at the ground and said nothing.
16 Then I was surprised by something
like a human hand that touched my lips.
I opened my mouth and started talking
to the messenger: 'When I saw you,
master, I was terror-stricken. My knees
turned to water. I couldn't move.
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17How can I, a lowly servant, speak
to you, my master? I'm paralyzed. I can
hardly breathe!'
18 "Then this humanlike figure touched
me again and gave me strength.
19He said, 'Don't be afraid, friend.
Peace. Everything is going to be all right.
Take courage. Be strong.' "Even as he
spoke, courage surged up within me. I
said, 'Go ahead, let my master speak.
You've given me courage.'
20 "He said, 'Do you knowwhy I've come
here to you? I now have to go back to
fight against the angel-prince of Persia,
and when I get him out of the way, the
angel-prince of Greece will arrive.
21 But first let me tell you what's wri en
in The True Book. No one helps me in
my fight against these beings except
Michael, your angel-prince.

11 1 "'And I, in my turn, have been
helping him out as best I can ever
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since the first year in the reign of Darius
the Mede.'
2 "'But now let me tell you the truth of
how things stand: Three more kings of
Persia will show up, and then a fourth
will become richer than all of them.
When he senses that he is powerful
enough as a result of his wealth, he will
go to war against the en re kingdom of
Greece.
3 "'Then a powerful king will show up
and take over a huge territory and run
things just as he pleases.
4 But at the height of his power, with
everything seemingly under control, his
kingdom will split into four parts, like
the four points of the compass. But his
heirs won't get in on it. There will be no
con nuity with his kingship. Others will
tear it to pieces and grab whatever they
can get for themselves.
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5 "'Next the king of the south will grow
strong, but one of his princes will grow
stronger than he and rule an even larger
territory.
6A er a few years, the two of them
will make a pact, and the daughter
of the king of the south will marry
the king of the north to cement the
peace agreement. But her influence will
weaken and her child will not survive.
She and her servants, her child, and her
husband will be betrayed. "'Some me
later
7 a member of the royal family will
show up and take over. He will take
command of his army and invade the
defenses of the king of the north and
win a resounding victory.
8He will load up their n gods and
all the gold and silver trinkets that go
with them and cart them off to Egypt.
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Eventually, the king of the north will
recover
9 and invade the country of the king of
the south, but unsuccessfully. He will
have to retreat.
10 "'But then his sons will raise a huge
army and rush down like a flood, a
torren al a ack, on the defenses of the
south.
11 "'Furious, the king of the south will
come out and engage the king of the
north and his huge army in ba le and
rout them.
12As the corpses are cleared from the
field, the king, inflamed with bloodlust,
will go on a bloodle ng rampage,
massacring tens of thousands. But his
victory won't last long,
13 for the king of the north will put
together another army bigger than the
last one, and a er a few years he'll come
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back to do ba le again with his immense
army and endless supplies.
14 "'In those mes, many others will get
into the act and go off to fight against
the king of the south. Hotheads from
your own people, drunk on dreams, will
join them. But they'll spu er out.
15 "'When the king of the north arrives,
he'll build siege works and capture the
outpost fortress city. The armies of the
south will fall to pieces before him. Not
even their famous commando shock
troops will slow down the a acker.
16He'll march in big as you please, as if
he owned the place. He'll take over that
beau ful country, Pales ne, and make
himself at home in it.
17 Then he'll proceed to get everything,
lock, stock, and barrel, in his control.
He'll cook up a peace treaty and even
give his daughter in marriage to the king
of the south in a plot to destroy him
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totally. But the plot will fizzle. It won't
succeed.
18 "'Later, he'll turn his a en on to the
coastal regions and capture a bunch of
prisoners, but a general will step in and
put a stop to his bullying ways. The bully
will be bullied!
19He'll go back home and tend to his
own military affairs. But by then he'll be
washed up and soon will be heard of no
more.
20 "'He will be replaced shortly by a real
loser, his rule, reputa on, and authority
already in shreds. And he won't last long.
He'll slip out of history quietly, without
even a fight.
21 "'His place will be taken by a reject,
a man spurned and passed over for
advancement. He'll surprise everyone,
seemingly coming out of nowhere, and
will seize the kingdom.
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22He'll come in like a steamroller,
fla ening the opposi on. Even the
Prince of the Covenant will be crushed.
23A er nego a ng a cease-fire, he'll
betray its terms. With a few henchmen,
he'll take total control.
24Arbitrarily and impulsively, he'll
invade the richest provinces. He'll
surpass all his ancestors, near and
distant, in his rape of the country,
grabbing and loo ng, living with his
cronies in corrupt and lavish luxury. "'He
will make plans against the fortress ci es,
but they'll turn out to be shortsighted.
25He'll get a great army together, all
charged up to fight the king of the south.
The king of the south in response will
get his army--an even greater army--in
place, ready to fight. But he won't be
able to sustain that intensity for long
because of the treacherous intrigue
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26 in his own ranks, his court having
been honeycombed with vicious plots.
His army will be smashed, the ba lefield
filled with corpses.
27 "'The two kings, each with evil
designs on the other, will sit at the
conference table and trade lies. Nothing
will come of the treaty, which is nothing
but a ssue of lies anyway. But that's not
the end of it. There's more to this story.
28 "'The king of the north will go home
loaded down with plunder, but his
mind will be set on destroying the holy
covenant as he passes through the
country on his way home.
29 "'One year later he will mount a fresh
invasion of the south. But the second
invasion won't compare to the first.
30When the Roman ships arrive, he will
turn tail and go back home. But as he
passes through the country, he will be
filled with anger at the holy covenant.
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He will take up with all those who betray
the holy covenant, favoring them.
31 The bodyguards surrounding him will
march in and desecrate the Sanctuary
and citadel. They'll throw out the daily
worship and set up in its place the
obscene sacrilege.
32 The king of the north will play up to
those who betray the holy covenant,
corrup ng them even further with
his seduc ve talk, but those who stay
courageously loyal to their God will take
a strong stand.
33 "'Those who keep their heads on
straight will teach the crowds right from
wrong by their example. They'll be put
to severe tes ng for a season: some
killed, some burned, some exiled, some
robbed.
34When the tes ng is intense, they'll
get some help, but not much. Many of
the helpers will be hal earted at best.
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35 The tes ng will refine, cleanse, and
purify those who keep their heads on
straight and stay true, for there is s ll
more to come.
36 "'Meanwhile, the king of the north
will do whatever he pleases. He'll puff
himself up and posture himself as
greater than any god. He will even dare
to brag and boast in defiance of the
God of gods. And he'll get by with it
for a while--un l this me of wrathful
judgment is completed, for what is
decreed must be done.
37He will have no respect for the
gods of his ancestors, not even that
popular favorite among women, Adonis.
Contemptuous of every god and
goddess, the king of the north will puff
himself up greater than all of them.
38He'll even stoop to despising the God
of the holy ones, and in the place where
God is worshiped he will put on exhibit,
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with a lavish show of silver and gold and
jewels, a new god that no one has ever
heard of.
39Marching under the banner of a
strange god, he will a ack the key
fortresses. He will promote everyone
who falls into line behind this god,
pu ng them in posi ons of power and
paying them off with grants of land.
40 "'In the final wrap-up of this story,
the king of the south will confront him.
But the king of the north will come at
him like a tornado. Unleashing chariots
and horses and an armada of ships, he'll
blow away anything in his path.
41As he enters the beau ful land,
people will fall before him like dominoes.
Only Edom, Moab, and a few Ammonites
will escape.
42As he reaches out, grabbing country
a er country, not even Egypt will be
exempt.
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43He will confiscate the treasuries
of Egyp an gold and silver and other
valuables. The Libyans and Ethiopians
will fall in with him.
44 Then disturbing reports will come in
from the north and east that will throw
him into a panic. Towering in rage, he'll
rush to stamp out the threat.
45 But he'll no sooner have pitched
camp between the Mediterranean Sea
and the Holy Mountain--all those royal
tents!--than he'll meet his end. And not
a soul around who can help!

12 1 "'That's whenMichael, the great
angel-prince, champion of your

people, will step in. It will be a me of
trouble, the worst trouble the world has
ever seen. But your people will be saved
from the trouble, every last one found
wri en in the Book.
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2Many who have been long dead and
buried will wake up, some to eternal life,
others to eternal shame.
3 "'Men and women who have lived
wisely and well will shine brilliantly, like
the cloudless, star-strewn night skies.
And those who put others on the right
path to life will glow like stars forever.
4 "'This is a confiden al report, Daniel,
for your eyes and ears only. Keep it
secret. Put the book under lock and
key un l the end. In the interim there
is going to be a lot of fran c running
around, trying to figure out what's going
on.'
5 "As I, Daniel, took all this in, two
figures appeared, one standing on this
bank of the river and one on the other
bank.
6One of them asked a third man who
was dressed in linen and who straddled
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the river, 'How long is this astonishing
story to go on?'
7 "The man dressed in linen, who
straddled the river, raised both hands to
the skies. I heard him solemnly swear
by the Eternal One that it would be a
me, two mes, and half a me, that

when the oppressor of the holy people
was brought down the story would be
complete.
8 "I heard all this plainly enough, but I
didn't understand it. So I asked, 'Master,
can you explain this to me?'
9 "'Go on about your business, Daniel,'
he said. 'The message is confiden al and
under lock and key un l the end, un l
things are about to be wrapped up.
10 The populace will be washed clean
and made like new. But the wicked will
just keep on being wicked, without a
clue about what is happening. Those
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who live wisely and well will understand
what's going on.'
11 "From the me that the daily worship
is banished from the Temple and the
obscene desecra on is set up in its place,
there will be 1,290 days.
12 "Blessed are those who pa ently
make it through the 1,335 days.
13 "And you? Go about your business
without fre ng or worrying. Relax.
When it's all over, you will be on your
feet to receive your reward."



Hosea

1 1 This is God's Message to Hosea
son of Beeri. It came to him during

the royal reigns of Judah's kings Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. This was
also the me that Jeroboam son of Joash
was king over Israel.
2 The first me GOD spoke to Hosea he
said: "Find a whore and marry her. Make
this whore the mother of your children.
And here's why: This whole country has
become a whorehouse, unfaithful to me,
GOD."
3Hosea did it. He picked Gomer
daughter of Diblaim. She got pregnant
and gave him a son.
4 Then GOD told him: "Name him
Jezreel. It won't be long now before I'll
make the people of Israel pay for the
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massacre at Jezreel. I'm calling it quits
on the kingdom of Israel.
5 Payday is coming! I'm going to chop
Israel's bows and arrows into kindling in
the valley of Jezreel."
6Gomer got pregnant again. This me
she had a daughter. GOD told Hosea:
"Name this one No-Mercy. I'm fed up
with Israel. I've run out of mercy. There's
no more forgiveness.
7 Judah's another story. I'll con nue
having mercy on them. I'll save them. It
will be their GOD who saves them, Not
their armaments and armies, not their
horsepower and manpower."
8A er Gomer had weaned No-Mercy,
she got pregnant yet again and had a
son.
9GOD said: "Name him Nobody. You've
become nobodies to me, and I, GOD, am
a nobody to you.
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10 "But down the road the popula on of
Israel is going to explode past coun ng,
like sand on the ocean beaches. In the
very place where they were once named
Nobody, they will be named God's
Somebody.
11 Everybody in Judah and everybody in
Israel will be assembled as one people.
They'll choose a single leader. There'll be
no stopping them--a great day in Jezreel!

2 1 "Rename your brothers 'God's
Somebody.' Rename your sisters 'All

Mercy.'
2 "Haul your mother into court. Accuse
her! She's no longer my wife. I'm no
longer her husband. Tell her to quit
dressing like a whore, displaying her
breasts for sale.
3 If she refuses, I'll rip off her clothes
and expose her, naked as a newborn. I'll
turn her skin into dried-out leather, her
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body into a badlands landscape, a rack
of bones in the desert.
4 I'll have nothing to do with her
children, born one and all in a
whorehouse.
5 Face it: Your mother's been a whore,
bringing bastard children into the world.
She said, 'I'm off to see my lovers! They'll
wine and dine me, Dress and caress me,
perfume and adorn me!'
6 But I'll fix her: I'll dump her in a field
of thistles, then lose her in a dead-end
alley.
7 She'll go on the hunt for her lovers but
not bring down a single one. She'll look
high and low but won't find a one. Then
she'll say, 'I'm going back to my husband,
the one I started out with. That was a
be er life by far than this one.'
8 She didn't know that it was I all along
who wined and dined and adorned her,
That I was the one who dressed her up
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in the big-city fashions and jewelry that
she wasted on wild Baal-orgies.
9 I'm about to bring her up short: No
more wining and dining! Silk lingerie and
gowns are a thing of the past.
10 I'll expose her genitals to the public.
All her fly-by-night lovers will be helpless
to help her.
11 Party me is over. I'm calling a halt to
the whole business, her wild weekends
and unholy holidays.
12 I'll wreck her sumptuous gardens
and ornamental fountains, of which
she bragged, 'Whoring paid for all this!'
They will soon be dumping grounds for
garbage, feeding grounds for stray dogs
and cats.
13 I'll make her pay for her indulgence in
promiscuous religion--all that sensuous
Baal worship And all the promiscuous
sex that went with it, stalking her lovers,
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dressed to kill, And not a thought for
me." GOD's Message!
14 "And now, here's what I'm going to
do: I'm going to start all over again. I'm
taking her back out into the wilderness
where we had our first date, and I'll
court her.
15 I'll give her bouquets of roses. I'll turn
Heartbreak Valley into Acres of Hope.
She'll respond like she did as a young
girl, those days when she was fresh out
of Egypt.
16 "At that me"--this is GOD's Message
s ll--"you'll address me, 'Dear husband!'
Never again will you address me, 'My
slave-master!'
17 I'll wash your mouth out with soap,
get rid of all the dirty false-god names,
not somuch as a whisper of those names
again.
18At the same me I'll make a peace
treaty between you and wild animals



HOSEA 2–3 7
and birds and rep les, And get rid of all
weapons of war. Think of it! Safe from
beasts and bullies!
19And then I'll marry you for good--
forever! I'll marry you true and proper,
in love and tenderness.
20 Yes, I'll marry you and neither leave
you nor let you go. You'll know me, GOD,
for who I really am.
21 "On the very same day, I'll answer"-
-this is GOD's Message--"I'll answer the
sky, sky will answer earth,
22 Earth will answer grain and wine and
olive oil, and they'll all answer Jezreel.
23 I'll plant her in the good earth. I'll
have mercy on No-Mercy. I'll say to
Nobody, 'You're my dear Somebody,' and
he'll say 'You're my God!'"

3 1 Then GOD ordered me, "Start all
over: Love your wife again, your wife

who's in bed with her latest boyfriend,
your chea ng wife. Love her the way I,
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GOD, love the Israelite people, even as
they flirt and party with every god that
takes their fancy."
2 I did it. I paid good money to get her
back. It cost me the price of a slave.
3 Then I told her, "From now on you're
living with me. No more whoring, no
more sleeping around. You're living with
me and I'm living with you."
4 The people of Israel are going to
live a long me stripped of security
and protec on, without religion and
comfort, godless and prayerless.
5 But in me they'll come back, these
Israelites, come back looking for their
GOD and their David-King. They'll come
back chastened to reverence before
GOD and his good gi s, ready for the
End of the story of his love.

4 1A en on all Israelites! GOD's
Message! GOD indicts the whole

popula on: "No one is faithful. No one
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loves. No one knows the first thing about
God.
2All this cussing and lying and killing,
the and loose sex, sheer anarchy, one
murder a er another!
3And because of all this, the very
land itself weeps and everything in it is
grief-stricken--animals in the fields and
birds on the wing, even the fish in the
sea are listless, lifeless.
4 "But don't look for someone to blame.
No finger poin ng! You, priest, are the
one in the dock.
5 You stumble around in broad daylight,
And then the prophets take over and
stumble all night. Your mother is as bad
as you.
6My people are ruined because
they don't know what's right or true.
Because you've turned your back on
knowledge, I've turned my back on you
priests. Because you refuse to recognize
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the revela on of God, I'm no longer
recognizing your children.
7 The more priests, the more sin. They
traded in their glory for shame.
8 They pig out on my people's sins. They
can't wait for the latest in evil.
9 The result: You can't tell the people
from the priests, the priests from the
people. I'm on my way to make them
both pay and take the consequences of
the bad lives they've lived.
10 They'll eat and be as hungry as ever,
have sex and get no sa sfac on. They
walked out on me, their GOD, for a life
of ru ng with whores.
11 "Wine and whiskey leave my people
in a stupor.
12 They ask ques ons of a dead tree,
expect answers from a sturdy walking
s ck. Drunk on sex, they can't find their
way home. They've replaced their God
with their genitals.
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13 They worship on the tops of
mountains, make a picnic out of religion.
Under the oaks and elms on the hills
they stretch out and take it easy. Before
you know it, your daughters are whores
and the wives of your sons are sleeping
around.
14 But I'm not going a er your whoring
daughters or the adulterous wives of
your sons. It's the men who pick up
the whores that I'm a er, the men who
worship at the holy whorehouses--a
stupid people, ruined by whores!
15 "You've ruined your own life,
Israel--but don't drag Judah down with
you! Don't go to the sex shrine at Gilgal,
don't go to that sin city Bethel, Don't go
around saying 'GOD bless you' and not
mean it, taking God's name in vain.
16 Israel is stubborn as a mule. How
can GOD lead him like a lamb to open
pasture?
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17 Ephraim is addicted to idols. Let him
go.
18When the beer runs out, it's sex,
sex, and more sex. Bold and sordid
debauchery--how they love it!
19 The whirlwind has them in its
clutches. Their sex-worship leaves them
finally impotent.

5 1 "Listen to this, priests! A en on,
people of Israel! Royal family--all

ears! You're in charge of jus ce around
here. But what have you done? Exploited
people at Mizpah, ripped them off on
Tabor,
2Vic mized them at Shi m. I'm going
to punish the lot of you.
3 "I know you, Ephraim, inside and
out. Yes, Israel, I see right through
you! Ephraim, you've played your
sex-and-religion games long enough. All
Israel is thoroughly polluted.
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4 They couldn't turn to God if they
wanted to. Their evil life is a bad habit.
Every breath they take is a whore's
breath. They wouldn't recognize GOD if
they saw me.
5 "Bloated by arrogance, big as a house,
they're a public disgrace, The lot of
them--Israel, Ephraim, Judah--lurching
and weaving down their guilty streets.
6When they decide to get their lives
together and go off looking for GOD
once again, They'll find it's too late. I,
GOD, will be long gone.
7 They've played fast and loose with me
for too long, filling the country with their
bastard offspring. A plague of locusts will
devastate their violated land.
8 "Blow the ram's horn shofar in Gibeah,
the bugle in Ramah! Signal the invasion
of Sin City! Scare the daylights out of
Benjamin!
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9 Ephraim will be le wasted, a lifeless
moonscape. I'm telling it straight, the
unvarnished truth, to the tribes of Israel.
10 "Israel's rulers are crooks and thieves,
chea ng the people of their land, And
I'm angry, good and angry. Every inch of
their bodies is going to feel my anger.
11 "Brutal Ephraim is himself brutalized-
-a taste of his own medicine! He was so
determined to do it his own worthless
way.
12 Therefore I'm pus to Ephraim, dry rot
in the house of Judah.
13 "When Ephraim saw he was sick and
Judah saw his pus-filled sores, Ephraim
went running to Assyria, went for help
to the big king. But he can't heal you. He
can't cure your oozing sores.
14 "I'm a grizzly charging Ephraim, a
grizzly with cubs charging Judah. I'll rip
them to pieces--yes, I will! No one can
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stop me now. I'll drag them off. No one
can help them.
15 Then I'll go back to where I came
from un l they come to their senses.
When they finally hit rock bo om,
maybe they'll come looking for me."

6 1 "Come on, let's go back to GOD. He
hurt us, but he'll heal us. He hit us

hard, but he'll put us right again.
2 In a couple of days we'll feel be er.
By the third day he'll have made us
brand-new, Alive and on our feet, fit to
face him.
3We're ready to study GOD, eager for
God-knowledge. As sure as dawn breaks,
so sure is his daily arrival. He comes as
rain comes, as spring rain refreshing the
ground."
4 "What am I to do with you, Ephraim?
What do I make of you, Judah? Your
declara ons of love last no longer than
morning mist and predawn dew.
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5 That's why I use prophets to shake
you to a en on, why my words cut
you to the quick: To wake you up to my
judgment blazing like light.
6 I'm a er love that lasts, not more
religion. I want you to know GOD, not go
to more prayer mee ngs.
7 You broke the covenant--just
like Adam! You broke faith with
me--ungrateful wretches!
8 "Gilead has become Crime City--blood
on the sidewalks, blood on the streets.
9 It used to be robbers who mugged
pedestrians. Now it's gangs of priests
Assaul ng worshipers on their way to
Shechem. Nothing is sacred to them.
10 "I saw a shocking thing in the country
of Israel: Ephraim worshiping in a
religious whorehouse, and Israel in the
mud right there with him.
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11 "You're as bad as the worst of them,
Judah. You've been sowing wild oats.
Now it's harvest me.

7 1 "Every me I gave Israel a fresh
start, wiped the slate clean and got

them going again, Ephraim soon filled
the slate with new sins, the treachery
of Samaria wri en out in bold print.
Two-faced and double-tongued, they
steal you blind, pick you clean.
2 It never crosses their mind that I keep
account of their every crime. They're
mud-spa ered head to toe with the
residue of sin. I see who they are and
what they've done.
3 "They entertain the king with their
evil circus, delight the princes with their
acroba c lies.
4 They're a bunch of overheated
adulterers, like an oven that holds its
heat From the kneading of the dough to
the rising of the bread.
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5On the royal holiday the princes get
drunk on wine and the frenzy of the
mocking mob.
6 They're like wood stoves, red-hot with
lust. Through the night their passion
is banked; in the morning it blazes up,
flames hungrily licking.
7Murderous and volcanic, they
incinerate their rulers. Their kings
fall one by one, and no one pays any
a en on to me.
8 "Ephraim mingles with the pagans,
dissipa ng himself. Ephraim is half-
baked.
9 Strangers suck him dry but he doesn't
even no ce. His hair has turned gray--he
doesn't no ce.
10 Bloated by arrogance, big as a house,
Israel's a public disgrace. Israel lumbers
along oblivious to GOD, despite all the
signs, ignoring GOD.
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11 "Ephraim is bird-brained, mindless,
clueless, First chirping a er Egypt, then
flu ering a er Assyria.
12 I'll throw my net over them. I'll clip
their wings. I'll teach them to mind me!
13Doom! They've run away from home.
Now they're [really] in trouble! They've
[defied] me. And I'm supposed to help
them while they feed me a line of lies?
14 Instead of crying out to me in
hear elt prayer, they whoop it up in
bed with their whores, Gash themselves
bloody in their sex-and-religion orgies,
but turn their backs on me.
15 I'm the one who gave them good
minds and healthy bodies, and how am I
repaid? With evil scheming!
16 They turn, but not to me--turn here,
then there, like a weather vane. Their
rulers will be cut down, murdered--just
deserts for their mocking blasphemies.
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And the final sentence? Ridicule in the
court of world opinion.

8 1 "Blow the trumpet! Sound the
alarm! Vultures are circling over

God's people Who have broken my
covenant and defied my revela on.
2 Predictably, Israel cries out, 'My God!
We know you!' But they don't act like it.
3 Israel will have nothing to do with
what's good, and now the enemy is a er
them.
4 "They crown kings, but without asking
me. They set up princes but don't let me
in on it. Instead, they make idols, using
silver and gold, idols that will be their
ruin.
5 Throw that gold calf-god on the trash
heap, Samaria! I'm seething with anger
against that rubbish! How long before
they shape up?
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6And they're Israelites! A sculptor
made that thing--it's not God. That
Samaritan calf will be broken to bits.
7 Look at them! Plan ng wind-seeds,
they'll harvest tornadoes. Wheat with
no head produces no flour. And even if it
did, strangers would gulp it down.
8 Israel is swallowed up and spit out.
Among the pagans they're a piece of
junk.
9 They tro ed off to Assyria: Why, even
wild donkeys s ck to their own kind, but
donkey-Ephraim goes out and pays to
get lovers.
10Now, because of their whoring life
among the pagans, I'm going to gather
them together and confront them.
They're going to reap the consequences
soon, feel what it's like to be oppressed
by the big king.
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11 "Ephraim has built a lot of altars,
and then uses them for sinning. Can you
believe it? Altars for sinning!
12 I write out my revela on for them in
detail and they pretend they can't read
it.
13 They offer sacrifices to me and
then they feast on the meat. GOD
is not pleased! I'm fed up--I'll keep
remembering their guilt. I'll punish their
sins and send them back to Egypt.
14 Israel has forgo en his Maker and
go en busy making palaces. Judah has
gone in for a lot of fortress ci es. I'm
sending fire on their ci es to burn down
their for fica ons."

9 1Don't waste your life in wild orgies,
Israel. Don't party away your life with

the heathen. You walk away from your
God at the drop of a hat and like a whore
sell yourself promiscuously at every
sex-and-religion party on the street.
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2All that party food won't fill you up.
You'll end up hungrier than ever.
3At this rate you'll not last long in
GOD's land: Some of you are going to
end up bankrupt in Egypt. Some of you
will be disillusioned in Assyria.
4As refugees in Egypt and Assyria, you
won't have much chance to worship
GOD--Sentenced to ra ons of bread and
water, and your souls polluted by the
spirit-dirty air. You'll be starved for GOD,
exiled from GOD's own country.
5Will you be homesick for the old Holy
Days? Will you miss fes val worship of
GOD?
6 Be warned! When you escape from
the frying pan of disaster, you'll fall into
the fire of Egypt. Egypt will give you
a fine funeral! What use will all your
god-inspired silver be then as you eke
out a living in a field of weeds?
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7 Time's up. Doom's at the doorstep. It's
payday! Did Israel bluster, "The prophet
is crazy! The 'man of the Spirit' is nuts!"?
Think again. Because of your great guilt,
you're in big trouble.
8 The prophet is looking out for
Ephraim, working under God's orders.
But everyone is trying to trip him up.
He's hated right in God's house, of all
places.
9 The people are going from bad
to worse, rivaling that ancient and
unspeakable crime at Gibeah. God's
keeping track of their guilt. He'll make
them pay for their sins.
10 "Long ago when I came upon Israel, it
was like finding grapes out in the desert.
When I found your ancestors, it was
like finding a fig tree bearing fruit for
the first me. But when they arrived at
Baal-peor, that pagan shrine, they took
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to sin like a pig to filth, wallowing in the
mud with their newfound friends.
11 Ephraim is fickle and sca ered,
like a flock of blackbirds, their beauty
dissipated in confusion and clamor,
Frene c and noisy, frigid and barren,
and nothing to show for it--neither
concep on nor childbirth.
12 Even if they did give birth, I'd declare
them unfit parents and take away their
children! Yes indeed--a black day for
them when I turn my back and walk off!
13 I see Ephraim le ng his children run
wild. He might just as well take them and
kill them outright!"
14Give it to them, GOD! But what? Give
them a dried-up womb and shriveled
breasts.
15 "All their evil came out into the open
at the pagan shrine at Gilgal. Oh, how
I hated them there! Because of their
evil prac ces, I'll kick them off my land.
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I'm was ng no more love on them.
Their leaders are a bunch of rebellious
adolescents.
16 Ephraim is hit hard--roots withered,
no more fruit. Even if by some miracle
they had children, the dear babies
wouldn't live--I'd make sure of that!"
17My God has washed his hands of
them. They wouldn't listen. They're
doomed to be wanderers, vagabonds
among the godless na ons.

10 1 Israel was once a lush vine,
boun ful in grapes. The more

lavish the harvest, themore promiscuous
the worship. The more money they
got, the more they squandered on
gods-in-their-own-image.
2 Their sweet smiles are sheer lies.
They're guilty as sin. God will smash
their worship shrines, pulverize their
god-images.
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3 They go around saying, "Who needs
a king? We couldn't care less about
GOD, so why bother with a king? What
difference would he make?"
4 They talk big, lie through their teeth,
make deals. But their high-sounding
words turn out to be empty words, li er
in the gu ers.
5 The people of Samaria travel over
to Crime City to worship the golden
calf-god. They go all out, prancing and
hollering, taken in by their showmen
priests. They act so important around
the calf-god, but are oblivious to the
sham, the shame.
6 They have plans to take it to Assyria,
present it as a gi to the great king.
And so Ephraim makes a fool of himself,
disgraces Israel with his stupid idols.
7 Samaria is history. Its king is a dead
branch floa ng down the river.
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8 Israel's favorite sin centers will all be
torn down. Thistles and crabgrass will
decorate their ruined altars. Then they'll
say to the mountains, "Bury us!" and to
the hills, "Fall on us!"
9 You got your start in sin at Gibeah-
-that ancient, unspeakable, shocking
sin--And you've been at it ever since.
And Gibeah will mark the end of it in a
war to end all the sinning.
10 I'll come to teach them a lesson.
Na ons will gang up on them, Making
them learn the hard way the sum of
Gibeah plus Gibeah.
11 Ephraim was a trained heifer that
loved to thresh. Passing by and seeing
her strong, sleek neck, I wanted to
harness Ephraim, Put Ephraim to work
in the fields--Judah plowing, Jacob
harrowing:
12 Sow righteousness, reap love. It's
me to ll the ready earth, it's me to
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dig in with GOD, Un l he arrives with
righteousness ripe for harvest.
13 But instead you plowed wicked ways,
reaped a crop of evil and ate a salad
of lies. You thought you could do it all
on your own, flush with weapons and
manpower.
14 But the volcano of war will erupt
among your people. All your defense
posts will be leveled As viciously as king
Shalman leveled the town of Beth-arba,
When mothers and their babies were
smashed on the rocks.
15 That's what's ahead for you, you
so-called people of God, because of your
off-the-charts evil. Some morning you're
going to wake up and find Israel, king
and kingdom, a blank--nothing.

11 1 "When Israel was only a child,
I loved him. I called out, 'My

son!'--called him out of Egypt.
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2 But when others called him, he ran off
and le me. He worshiped the popular
sex gods, he played at religion with toy
gods.
3 S ll, I stuck with him. I led Ephraim. I
rescued him from human bondage, But
he never acknowledged my help,
4 never admi ed that I was the one
pulling his wagon, That I li ed him, like a
baby, to my cheek, that I bent down to
feed him.
5Now he wants to go [back] to Egypt or
go over to Assyria--anything but return
to me!
6 That's why his ci es are unsafe--the
murder rate skyrockets and every plan
to improve things falls to pieces.
7My people are hell-bent on leaving
me. They pray to god Baal for help. He
doesn't li a finger to help them.
8 But how can I give up on you,
Ephraim? How can I turn you loose,
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Israel? How can I leave you to be ruined
like Admah, devastated like luckless
Zeboim? I can't bear to even think such
thoughts. My insides churn in protest.
9And so I'm not going to act on my
anger. I'm not going to destroy Ephraim.
And why? Because I am God and not
a human. I'm The Holy One and I'm
here--in your very midst.
10 "The people will end up following
GOD. I will roar like a lion--Oh, how I'll
roar! My frightened children will come
running from the west.
11 Like frightened birds they'll come
from Egypt, from Assyria like scared
doves. I'll move them back into their
homes." GOD's Word!
12 Ephraim tells lies right and le . Not
a word of Israel can be trusted. Judah,
meanwhile, is no be er, addicted to
cheap gods.
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12 1 Ephraim, obsessed with
god-fantasies, chases ghosts

and phantoms. He tells lies nonstop,
soul-destroying lies. Both Ephraim and
Judah made deals with Assyria and tried
to get an inside track with Egypt.
2GOD is bringing charges against Israel.
Jacob's children are hauled into court to
be punished.
3 In the womb, that heel, Jacob, got the
best of his brother. When he grew up, he
tried to get the best of GOD.
4 But GOD would not be bested. GOD
bested him. Brought to his knees, Jacob
wept and prayed. GOD found him at
Bethel. That's where he spoke with him.
5GOD is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
GOD-Revealed, GOD-Known.
6What are you wai ng for? Return to
your God! Commit yourself in love, in
jus ce! Wait for your God, and don't
give up on him--ever!
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7 The businessmen engage in wholesale
fraud. They love to rip people off!
8 Ephraim boasted, "Look, I'm rich!
I've made it big! And look how well I've
covered my tracks: not a hint of fraud,
not a sign of sin!"
9 "But not so fast! I'm GOD, [your] God!
Your God from the days in Egypt! I'm
going to put you back to living in tents,
as in the old days when you worshiped
in the wilderness.
10 I speak through the prophets to give
clear pictures of the way things are.
Using prophets, I tell revealing stories.
11 I show Gilead rampant with religious
scandal and Gilgal teeming with empty-
headed religion. I expose their worship
centers as s nking piles of garbage in
their gardens."
12Are you going to repeat the life of
your ancestor Jacob? He ran off guilty to
Aram, Then sold his soul to get ahead,
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and made it big through treachery and
deceit.
13 Your real iden ty is formed through
God-sent prophets, who led you out of
Egypt and served as faithful pastors.
14As it is, Ephraim has con nually and
inexcusably insulted God. Now he has
to pay for his life-destroying ways. His
Master will do to him what he has done.

13 1God once let loose against
Ephraim a terrifying sentence

against Israel: Caught and convicted in
the lewd sex-worship of Baal--they died!
2And now they're back in the sin
business again, manufacturing god-
images they can use, Religion customized
to taste. Professionals see to it: Anything
you want in a god you can get. Can you
believe it? They sacrifice live babies to
these dead gods--kill living babies and
kiss golden calves!
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3And now there's nothing le to these
people: hollow men, desiccated women,
Like scraps of paper blown down the
street, like smoke in a gusty wind.
4 "I'm s ll your GOD, the God who
saved you out of Egypt. I'm the only real
God you've ever known. I'm the one and
only God who delivers.
5 I took care of you during the
wilderness hard mes, those years when
you had nothing.
6 I took care of you, took care of all your
needs, gave you everything you needed.
You were spoiled. You thought you didn't
need me. You forgot me.
7 "I'll charge them like a lion, like a
leopard stalking in the brush.
8 I'll jump them like a sow grizzly robbed
of her cubs. I'll rip out their guts. Coyotes
will make a meal of them. Crows will
clean their bones.
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9 I'm going to destroy you, Israel. Who
is going to stop me?
10Where is your trusty king you
thought would save you? Where are all
the local leaders you wanted so badly?
All these rulers you insisted on having,
demanding, 'Give me a king! Give me
leaders!'?
11Well, long ago I gave you a king, but I
wasn't happy about it. Now, fed up, I've
go en rid of him.
12 I have a detailed record of your
infideli es--Ephraim's sin documented
and stored in a safe-deposit box.
13 "When birth pangs signaled it was
me to be born, Ephraim was too stupid

to come out of the womb. When the
passage into life opened up, he didn't
show.
14 Shall I intervene and pull them into
life? Shall I snatch them from a certain
death? Who is afraid of you, Death?
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Who cares about your threats, Tomb? In
the end I'm abolishing regret, banishing
sorrow,
15 Even though Ephraim ran wild,
the black sheep of the family. "GOD's
tornado is on its way, roaring out of the
desert. It will devastate the country,
leaving a trail of ruin and wreckage. The
ci es will be gu ed, dear possessions
gone for good.
16Now Samaria has to face the charges
because she has rebelled against her
God: Her people will be killed, babies
smashed on the rocks, pregnant women
ripped open."

14 1O Israel, come back! Return
to your GOD! You're down but

you're not out.
2 Prepare your confession and come
back to GOD. Pray to him, "Take away
our sin, accept our confession. Receive
as res tu on our repentant prayers.
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3Assyria won't save us; horses won't
get us where we want to go. We'll never
again say 'our god' to something we've
made or made up. You're our last hope.
Is it not true that in you the orphan finds
mercy?"
4 "I will heal their waywardness. I will
love them lavishly. My anger is played
out.
5 I will make a fresh start with Israel.
He'll burst into bloom like a crocus in
the spring. He'll put down deep oak tree
roots,
6 he'll become a forest of oaks! He'll
become splendid--like a giant sequoia,
his fragrance like a grove of cedars!
7 Those who live near him will be
blessed by him, be blessed and prosper
like golden grain. Everyone will be talking
about them, spreading their fame as the
vintage children of God.
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8 Ephraim is finished with gods that are
no-gods. From now on I'm the one who
answers and sa sfies him. I am like a
luxuriant fruit tree. Everything you need
is to be found in me."
9 If you want to live well, make sure you
understand all of this. If you knowwhat's
good for you, you'll learn this inside
and out. GOD's paths get you where
you want to go. Right-living people walk
them easily; wrong-living people are
always tripping and stumbling.
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1 1God's Message to Joel son of
Pethuel:

2A en on, elder statesmen! Listen
closely, everyone, whoever and
wherever you are! Have you ever heard
of anything like this? Has anything like
this ever happened before--ever?
3Make sure you tell your children, and
your children tell their children, And
their children [their] children. Don't let
this message die out.
4What the chewing locust le , the
gobbling locust ate; What the gobbling
locust le , the munching locust ate;
What the munching locust le , the
chomping locust ate.
5 Sober up, you drunks! Get in touch
with reality--and weep! Your supply of
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booze is cut off. You're on the wagon,
like it or not.
6My country's being invaded by an
army invincible, past numbering, Teeth
like those of a lion, fangs like those of a
ger.
7 It has ruined my vineyards, stripped
my orchards, And clear-cut the country.
The landscape's a moonscape.
8Weep like a young virgin dressed in
black, mourning the loss of her fiancï¿½
9Without grain and grapes, worship
has been brought to a stands ll in the
Sanctuary of GOD. The priests are at a
loss. GOD's ministers don't know what
to do.
10 The fields are sterile. The very ground
grieves. The wheat fields are lifeless,
vineyards dried up, olive oil gone.
11Dirt farmers, despair! Grape growers,
wring your hands! Lament the loss of
wheat and barley. All crops have failed.
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12Vineyards dried up, fig trees
withered, Pomegranates, date palms,
and apple trees--deadwood everywhere!
And joy is dried up and withered in the
hearts of the people.
13And also you priests, put on your
robes and join the outcry. You who lead
people in worship, lead them in lament.
Spend the night dressed in gunnysacks,
you servants of my God. Nothing's going
on in the place of worship, no offerings,
no prayers--nothing.
14Declare a holy fast, call a special
mee ng, get the leaders together, Round
up everyone in the country. Get them
into GOD's Sanctuary for serious prayer
to GOD.
15What a day! Doomsday! GOD's
Judgment Day has come. The Strong God
has arrived. This is serious business!
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16 Food is just a memory at our tables,
as are joy and singing from God's
Sanctuary.
17 The seeds in the field are dead, barns
deserted, Grain silos abandoned. Who
needs them? The crops have failed!
18 The farm animals groan--oh, how
they groan! The ca le mill around.
There's nothing for them to eat. Not
even the sheep find anything.
19GOD! I pray, I cry out to you! The
fields are burning up, The country is a
dust bowl, forest and prairie fires rage
unchecked.
20Wild animals, dying of thirst, look to
you for a drink. Springs and streams are
dried up. The whole country is burning
up.

2 1 Blow the ram's horn trumpet in
Zion! Trumpet the alarm on my holy

mountain! Shake the country up! GOD's
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Judgment's on its way--the Day's almost
here!
2A black day! A Doomsday! Clouds with
no silver lining! Like dawn light moving
over the mountains, a huge army is
coming. There's never been anything like
it and never will be again.
3Wildfire burns everything before this
army and fire licks up everything in its
wake. Before it arrives, the country is
like the Garden of Eden. When it leaves,
it is Death Valley. Nothing escapes
unscathed.
4 The locust army seems all horses--
galloping horses, an army of horses.
5 It sounds like thunder leaping on
mountain ridges, Or like the roar of
wildfire through grass and brush, Or like
an invincible army shou ng for blood,
ready to fight, straining at the bit.
6At the sight of this army, the people
panic, faces white with terror.
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7 The invaders charge. They climb
barricades. Nothing stops them.
Each soldier does what he's told, so
disciplined, so determined.
8 They don't get in each other's way.
Each one knows his job and does it.
Undaunted and fearless, unswerving,
unstoppable.
9 They storm the city, swarm its
defenses, Loot the houses, breaking
down doors, smashing windows.
10 They arrive like an earthquake,
sweep through like a tornado. Sun and
moon turn out their lights, stars black
out.
11GOD himself bellows in thunder as
he commands his forces. Look at the
size of that army! And the strength of
those who obey him! GOD's Judgment
Day--great and terrible. Who can
possibly survive this?
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12 But there's also this, it's not too
late--GOD's personal Message!--"Come
back to me and really mean it! Come
fas ng and weeping, sorry for your sins!"
13 Change your life, not just your
clothes. Come back to GOD, [your]
God. And here's why: God is kind and
merciful. He takes a deep breath, puts
up with a lot, This most pa ent God,
extravagant in love, always ready to
cancel catastrophe.
14Who knows? Maybe he'll do it now,
maybe he'll turn around and show pity.
Maybe, when all's said and done, there'll
be blessings full and robust for your
GOD!
15 Blow the ram's horn trumpet in Zion!
Declare a day of repentance, a holy fast
day. Call a public mee ng.
16Get everyone there. Consecrate the
congrega on. Make sure the elders
come, but bring in the children, too,
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even the nursing babies, Even men and
women on their honeymoon--interrupt
them and get them there.
17 Between Sanctuary entrance and
altar, let the priests, GOD's servants,
weep tears of repentance. Let them
intercede: "Have mercy, GOD, on your
people! Don't abandon your heritage to
contempt. Don't let the pagans take over
and rule them and sneer, 'And so where
is this God of theirs?'"
18At that, GOD went into ac on to get
his land back. He took pity on his people.
19GOD answered and spoke to his
people, "Look, listen--I'm sending a gi :
Grain and wine and olive oil. The fast
is over--eat your fill! I won't expose
you any longer to contempt among the
pagans.
20 I'll head off the final enemy coming
out of the north and dump them in a
wasteland. Half of them will end up
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in the Dead Sea, the other half in the
Mediterranean. There they'll rot, a
stench to high heaven. The bigger the
enemy, the stronger the stench!"
21 Fear not, earth! Be glad and
celebrate! GOD has done great things.
22 Fear not, wild animals! The fields and
meadows are greening up. The trees are
bearing fruit again: a bumper crop of fig
trees and vines!
23 Children of Zion, celebrate! Be glad
in your GOD. He's giving you a teacher to
train you how to live right--Teaching, like
rain out of heaven, showers of words to
refresh and nourish your soul, just as he
used to do.
24And plenty of food for your body-
-silos full of grain, casks of wine and
barrels of olive oil.
25 "I'll make up for the years of the
locust, the great locust devasta on--
Locusts savage, locusts deadly, fierce
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locusts, locusts of doom, That great
locust invasion I sent your way.
26 You'll eat your fill of good food. You'll
be full of praises to your GOD, The God
who has set you back on your heels in
wonder. Never again will my people be
despised.
27 You'll know without ques on that
I'm in the thick of life with Israel, That
I'm your GOD, yes, [your] GOD, the one
and only real God. Never again will my
people be despised.
28 "And that's just the beginning: A er
that--"I will pour out my Spirit on every
kind of people: Your sons will prophesy,
also your daughters. Your old men will
dream, your young men will see visions.
29 I'll even pour out my Spirit on the
servants, men and women both.
30 I'll set wonders in the sky above and
signs on the earth below: Blood and fire
and billowing smoke,



JOEL 2–3 11
31 the sun turning black and the moon
blood-red, Before the Judgment Day
of GOD, the Day tremendous and
awesome.
32Whoever calls, 'Help, GOD!' gets
help. On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be a great rescue--just as GOD
said. Included in the survivors are those
that GOD calls.

3 1 "In those days, yes, at that very
me when I put life back together

again for Judah and Jerusalem,
2 I'll assemble all the godless na ons.
I'll lead them down into Judgment Valley
And put them all on trial, and judge them
one and all because of their treatment
of my own people Israel. They sca ered
my people all over the pagan world and
grabbed my land for themselves.
3 They threw dice for my people and
used them for barter. They would trade
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a boy for a whore, sell a girl for a bo le
of wine when they wanted a drink.
4 "As for you, Tyre and Sidon and
Philis a, why should I bother with you?
Are you trying to get back at me for
something I did to you? If you are, forget
it. I'll see to it that it boomerangs on you.
5 You robbed me, cleaned me out of
silver and gold, carted off everything
valuable to furnish your own temples.
6 You sold the people of Judah and
Jerusalem into slavery to the Greeks in
faraway places.
7 But I'm going to reverse your crime.
I'm going to free those slaves. I'll have
done to you what you did to them:
8 I'll sell your children as slaves to your
neighbors, And they'll sell them to the
far-off Sabeans." GOD's Verdict.
9Announce this to the godless na ons:
Prepare for ba le! Soldiers at a en on!
Present arms! Advance!
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10 Turn your shovels into swords, turn
your hoes into spears. Let the weak one
throw out his chest and say, "I'm tough,
I'm a fighter."
11Hurry up, pagans! Wherever you are,
get a move on! Get your act together.
Prepare to be sha ered by GOD!
12 Let the pagan na ons set out for
Judgment Valley. There I'll take my
place at the bench and judge all the
surrounding na ons.
13 "Swing the sickle--the harvest
is ready. Stomp on the grapes--the
winepress is full. The wine vats are full,
overflowing with vintage evil.
14 "Mass confusion, mob uproar--in
Decision Valley! GOD's Judgment Day
has arrived in Decision Valley.
15 "The sky turns black, sun and moon
go dark, stars burn out.
16GOD roars from Zion, shouts from
Jerusalem. Earth and sky quake in terror.
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But GOD is a safe hiding place, a granite
safe house for the children of Israel.
17 Then you'll know for sure that I'm
[your] GOD, Living in Zion, my sacred
mountain. Jerusalem will be a sacred
city, posted: 'NO TRESPASSING.'
18 "What a day! Wine streaming off the
mountains, Milk rivering out of the hills,
water flowing everywhere in Judah, A
fountain pouring out of GOD's Sanctuary,
watering all the parks and gardens!
19 But Egypt will be reduced to weeds
in a vacant lot, Edom turned into barren
badlands, All because of brutali es to
the Judean people, the atroci es and
murders of helpless innocents.
20Meanwhile, Judah will be filled with
people, Jerusalem inhabited forever.
21 The sins I haven't already forgiven, I'll
forgive." GOD has moved into Zion for
good.
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1 1 The Message of Amos, one of the
shepherds of Tekoa, that he received

on behalf of Israel. It came to him in
visions during the me that Uzziah was
king of Judah and Jeroboam II son of
Joash was king of Israel, two years before
the big earthquake.
2 The Message: GOD roars from Zion,
shouts from Jerusalem! The thunderclap
voice withers the pastures tended by
shepherds, shrivels Mount Carmel's
proud peak.
3GOD's Message: "Because of the
three great sins of Damascus--make
that four--I'm not pu ng up with her
any longer. She pounded Gilead to a
pulp, pounded her senseless with iron
hammers and mauls.
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4 For that, I'm se ng the palace of
Hazael on fire. I'm torching Ben-hadad's
forts.
5 I'm going to smash the Damascus
gates and banish the crime king who
lives in Sin Valley, the vice boss who gives
orders from Paradise Palace. The people
of the land will be sent back to where
they came from--to Kir." GOD's Decree.
6GOD's Message: "Because of the three
great sins of Gaza--make that four--I'm
not pu ng up with her any longer. She
deported whole towns and then sold the
people to Edom.
7 For that, I'm burning down the walls
of Gaza, burning up all her forts.
8 I'll banish the crime king from Ashdod,
the vice boss from Ashkelon. I'll raise my
fist against Ekron, and what's le of the
Philis nes will die." GOD's Decree.
9GOD's Message: "Because of the three
great sins of Tyre--make that four--I'm
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not pu ng up with her any longer.
She deported whole towns to Edom,
breaking the treaty she had with her kin.
10 For that, I'm burning down the walls
of Tyre, burning up all her forts."
11GOD's Message: "Because of the
three great sins of Edom--make that
four--I'm not pu ng up with her any
longer. She hunts down her brother
to murder him. She has no pity, she
has no heart. Her anger rampages day
and night. Her meanness never takes a
meout.
12 For that, I'm burning down her
capital, Teman, burning up the forts of
Bozrah."
13GOD's Message: "Because of the
three great sins of Ammon--make
that four--I'm not pu ng up with her
any longer. She ripped open pregnant
women in Gilead to get more land for
herself.
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14 For that, I'm burning down the walls
of her capital, Rabbah, burning up her
forts. Ba le shouts! War whoops! with a
tornado to finish things off!
15 The king has been carted off to exile,
the king and his princes with him."
GOD's Decree.

2 1GOD's Message: "Because of the
three great sins of Moab--make that

four--I'm not pu ng up with her any
longer. She violated the corpse of Edom's
king, burning it to cinders.
2 For that, I'm burning down Moab,
burning down the forts of Kerioth. Moab
will die in the shou ng, go out in the
blare of war trumpets.
3 I'll remove the king from the center
and kill all his princes with him." GOD's
Decree.
4GOD's Message: "Because of the
three great sins of Judah--make that
four--I'm not pu ng up with them any
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longer. They rejected GOD's revela on,
refused to keep my commands. But they
swallowed the same old lies that got
their ancestors onto dead-end roads.
5 For that, I'm burning down Judah,
burning down all the forts of Jerusalem."
6GOD's Message: "Because of the three
great sins of Israel--make that four--I'm
not pu ng up with them any longer.
They buy and sell upstanding people.
People for them are only [things]--ways
of making money. They'd sell a poor man
for a pair of shoes. They'd sell their own
grandmother!
7 They grind the penniless into the
dirt, shove the luckless into the ditch.
Everyone and his brother sleeps with the
'sacred whore'--a sacrilege against my
Holy Name.
8 Stuff they've extorted from the poor is
piled up at the shrine of their god, While
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they sit around drinking wine they've
conned from their vic ms.
9 "In contrast, I was always on your
side. I destroyed the Amorites who
confronted you, Amorites with the
stature of great cedars, tough as thick
oaks. I destroyed them from the top
branches down. I destroyed them from
the roots up.
10And yes, I'm the One who delivered
you from Egypt, led you safely through
the wilderness for forty years And then
handed you the country of the Amorites
like a piece of cake on a pla er.
11 I raised up some of your young men
to be prophets, set aside your best youth
for training in holiness. Isn't this so,
Israel?" GOD's Decree.
12 "But you made the youth-in-training
break training, and you told the young
prophets, 'Don't prophesy!'
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13 You're too much for me. I'm hard-
pressed--to the breaking point. I'm like
a wagon piled high and overloaded,
creaking and groaning.
14 "When I go into ac on, what will you
do? There's no place to run no ma er
how fast you run. The strength of the
strong won't count. Fighters won't make
it.
15 Skilled archers won't make it. Fast
runners won't make it. Chariot drivers
won't make it.
16 Even the bravest of all your warriors
Won't make it. He'll run off for dear life,
stripped naked." GOD's Decree.

3 1 Listen to this, Israel. GOD is calling
you to account--and I mean all of

you, everyone connected with the family
that he delivered out of Egypt. Listen!
2 "Out of all the families on earth, I
picked [you]. Therefore, because of
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your special calling, I'm holding you
responsible for all your sins."
3Do two people walk hand in hand if
they aren't going to the same place?
4Does a lion roar in the forest if there's
no carcass to devour? Does a young lion
growl with pleasure if he hasn't caught
his supper?
5Does a bird fall to the ground if it
hasn't been hit with a stone? Does a trap
spring shut if nothing trips it?
6When the alarm goes off in the city,
aren't people alarmed? And when
disaster strikes the city, doesn't GOD
stand behind it?
7 The fact is, GOD, the Master, does
nothing without first telling his prophets
the whole story.
8 The lion has roared--who isn't
frightened? GOD has spoken--what
prophet can keep quiet?
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9Announce to the forts of Assyria,
announce to the forts of Egypt--Tell
them, "Gather on the Samaritan
mountains, take a good, hard look: what
a snake pit of brutality and terror!
10 They can't--or won't--do one thing
right." GOD said so. "They stockpile
violence and blight.
11 Therefore"--this is GOD's Word--"an
enemy will surround the country. He'll
strip you of your power and plunder
your forts."
12GOD's Message: "In the same way
that a shepherd trying to save a lamb
from a lion Manages to recover just a
pair of legs or the scrap of an ear, So
will li le be saved of the Israelites who
live in Samaria--A couple of old chairs at
most, the broken leg of a table.
13 "Listen and bring witness against
Jacob's family"--this is God's Word,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!
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14 "Note well! The day I make Israel
pay for its sins, pay for the sin-altars of
worship at Bethel, The horned altars will
all be dehorned and sca ered around.
15 I'll tear down the winter palace,
smash the summer palace--all your
fancy buildings. The luxury homes will
be demolished, all those preten ous
houses." GOD's Decree.

4 1 "Listen to this, you cows of Bashan
grazing on the slopes of Samaria. You

women! Mean to the poor, cruel to the
down-and-out! Indolent and pampered,
you demand of your husbands, 'Bring us
a tall, cool drink!'
2 "This is serious--I, GOD, have sworn by
my holiness! Be well warned: Judgment
Day is coming! They're going to rope you
up and haul you off, keep the stragglers
in line with ca le prods.
3 They'll drag you through the ruined
city walls, forcing you out single file,
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And kick you to kingdom come." GOD's
Decree.
4 "Come along to Bethel and sin! And
then to Gilgal and sin some more! Bring
your sacrifices for morning worship.
Every third day bring your the.
5 Burn pure sacrifices--thank offerings.
Speak up--announce freewill offerings!
That's the sort of religious show you
Israelites just love." GOD's Decree.
6 "You know, don't you, that I'm the
One who emp ed your pantries and
cleaned out your cupboards, Who le
you hungry and standing in bread lines?
But you never got hungry for me. You
con nued to ignore me." GOD's Decree.
7 "Yes, and I'm the One who stopped
the rains three months short of harvest.
I'd make it rain on one village but not on
another. I'd make it rain on one field but
not on another--and that one would dry
up.
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8 People would stagger from village
to village crazed for water and never
quenching their thirst. But you never got
thirsty for me. You ignored me." GOD's
Decree.
9 "I hit your crops with disease and
withered your orchards and gardens.
Locusts devoured your olive and fig
trees, but you con nued to ignore me."
GOD's Decree.
10 "I revisited you with the old Egyp an
plagues, killed your choice young men
and prize horses. The s nk of rot in your
camps was so strong that you held your
noses--But you didn't no ce me. You
con nued to ignore me." GOD's Decree.
11 "I hit you with earthquake and fire,
le you devastated like Sodom and
Gomorrah. You were like a burning s ck
snatched from the flames. But you never
looked my way. You con nued to ignore
me." GOD's Decree.
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12 "All this I have done to you, Israel,
and this is why I have done it. Time's up,
O Israel! Prepare to meet your God!"
13 Look who's here: Mountain-Shaper!
Wind-Maker! He laid out the whole plot
before Adam. He brings everything out
of nothing, like dawn out of darkness.
He strides across the alpine ridges. His
name is GOD, God-of-the-Angel-Armies.

5 1 Listen to this, family of Israel, this
Message I'm sending in bold print,

this tragic warning:
2 "Virgin Israel has fallen flat on her
face. She'll never stand up again. She's
been le where she's fallen. No one
offers to help her up."
3 This is theMessage, GOD'sWord: "The
city that marches out with a thousand
will end up with a hundred. The city that
marches out with a hundred will end up
with ten. Oh, family of Israel!"
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4GOD's Message to the family of Israel:
"Seek me and live.
5Don't fool around at those shrines
of Bethel, Don't waste me taking trips
to Gilgal, and don't bother going down
to Beer-sheba. Gilgal is here today and
gone tomorrow and Bethel is all show,
no substance."
6 So seek GOD and live! You don't want
to end up with nothing to show for your
life But a pile of ashes, a house burned
to the ground. For God will send just
such a fire, and the firefighters will show
up too late.
7Woe to youwho turn jus ce to vinegar
and stomp righteousness into the mud.
8Do you realize where you are? You're
in a cosmos star-flung with constella ons
by God, A world God wakes up each
morning and puts to bed each night. God
dips water from the ocean and gives the
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land a drink. GOD, God-revealed, does
all this.
9And he can destroy it as easily as make
it. He can turn this vast wonder into total
waste.
10 People hate this kind of talk. Raw
truth is never popular.
11 But here it is, bluntly spoken: Because
you run roughshod over the poor and
take the bread right out of their mouths,
You're never going to move into the
luxury homes you have built. You're
never going to drink wine from the
expensive vineyards you've planted.
12 I know precisely the extent of your
viola ons, the enormity of your sins.
Appalling! You bully right-living people,
taking bribes right and le and kicking
the poor when they're down.
13 Jus ce is a lost cause. Evil is epidemic.
Decent people throw up their hands.
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Protest and rebuke are useless, a waste
of breath.
14 Seek good and not evil--and live! You
talk about GOD, the God-of-the-Angel-
Armies, being your best friend. Well,
[live] like it, and maybe it will happen.
15Hate evil and love good, then work
it out in the public square. Maybe GOD,
the God-of-the-Angel-Armies, will no ce
your remnant and be gracious.
16Now again, my Master's Message,
GOD, God-of-the-Angel-Armies: "Go out
into the streets and lament loudly! Fill
the malls and shops with cries of doom!
Weep loudly, 'Not me! Not us, Not
now!' Empty offices, stores, factories,
workplaces. Enlist everyone in the
general lament.
17 I want to hear it loud and clear when
I make my visit." GOD's Decree.
18Woe to all of you who want GOD's
Judgment Day! Why would you want to
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see GOD, want him to come?When GOD
comes, it will be bad news before it's
good news, the worst of mes, not the
best of mes.
19Here's what it's like: A man runs from
a lion right into the jaws of a bear. A
woman goes home a er a hard day's
work and is raped by a neighbor.
20At GOD's coming we face hard reality,
not fantasy--a black cloud with no silver
lining.
21 "I can't stand your religious mee ngs.
I'm fed up with your conferences and
conven ons.
22 I want nothing to do with your
religion projects, your preten ous
slogans and goals. I'm sick of your
fund-raising schemes, your public
rela ons and image making.
23 I've had all I can take of your noisy
ego-music. When was the last me you
sang to me?
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24Do you know what I want? I want
jus ce--oceans of it. I want fairness--
rivers of it. That's what I want. That's
[all] I want.
25 "Didn't you, dear family of Israel,
worship me faithfully for forty years in
the wilderness, bringing the sacrifices
and offerings I commanded?
26How is it you've stooped to dragging
gimcrack statues of your so-called rulers
around, hauling the cheap images of all
your star-gods here and there?
27 Since you like them so much, you
can take them with you when I drive
you into exile beyond Damascus." GOD's
Message, God-of-the-Angel-Armies.

6 1Woe to you who think you live on
easy street in Zion, who think Mount

Samaria is the good life. You assume
you're at the top of the heap, voted the
number-one best place to live.
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2Well, wake up and look around. Get
off your pedestal. Take a look at Calneh.
Go and visit Great Hamath. Look in on
Gath of the Philis nes. Doesn't that take
you off your high horse? Compared to
them, you're not much, are you?
3Woe to you who are rushing headlong
to disaster! Catastrophe is just around
the corner!
4Woe to those who live in luxury and
expect everyone else to serve them!
5Woe to those who live only for today,
indifferent to the fate of others! Woe to
the playboys, the playgirls, who think life
is a party held just for them!
6Woe to those addicted to feeling
good--life without pain! those obsessed
with looking good--life without wrinkles!
They could not care less about their
country going to ruin.
7 But here's what's [really] coming: a
forced march into exile. They'll leave
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the country whining, a rag-tag bunch of
good-for-nothings.
8GOD, the Master, has sworn, and
solemnly stands by his Word. The
God-of-the-Angel-Armies speaks: "I hate
the arrogance of Jacob. I have nothing
but contempt for his forts. I'm about to
hand over the city and everyone in it."
9 Ten men are in a house, all dead.
10A rela ve comes and gets the bodies
to prepare them for a decent burial. He
discovers a survivor huddled in a closet
and asks, "Are there any more?" The
answer: "Not a soul. But hush! GODmust
not be men oned in this desecrated
place."
11Note well: GOD issues the orders.
He'll knock large houses to smithereens.
He'll smash li le houses to bits.
12Do you hold a horse race in a field
of rocks? Do you plow the sea with
oxen? You'd cripple the horses and
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drown the oxen. And yet you've made a
shambles of jus ce, a bloated corpse of
righteousness,
13 Bragging of your trivial pursuits,
bea ng up on the weak and crowing,
"Look what I've done!"
14 "Enjoy it while you can, you Israelites.
I've got a pagan army on the move
against you"--this is your GOD speaking,
God-of-the-Angel-Armies--"And they'll
make hash of you, from one end of the
country to the other."

7 1GOD, my Master, showed me this
vision: He was preparing a locust

swarm. The first cu ng, which went to
the king, was complete, and the second
crop was just sprou ng.
2 The locusts ate everything green. Not
even a blade of grass was le . I called
out, "GOD, my Master! Excuse me, but
what's going to come of Jacob? He's so
small."
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3GOD gave in. "It won't happen," he
said.
4GOD showed me this vision: Oh!
GOD, my Master GOD was calling up a
firestorm. It burned up the ocean. Then
it burned up the Promised Land.
5 I said, "God, my Master! Hold it--
please! What's going to come of Jacob?
He's so small."
6GOD gave in. "All right, this won't
happen either," GOD, my Master, said.
7GOD showed me this vision: My
Master was standing beside a wall. In his
hand he held a plumb line.
8GOD said to me, "What do you see,
Amos?" I said, "A plumb line." Then my
Master said, "Look what I've done. I've
hung a plumb line in the midst of my
people Israel. I've spared them for the
last me. This is it!
9 Isaac's sex-and-religion shrines will be
smashed, Israel's unholy shrines will be
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knocked to pieces. I'm raising my sword
against the royal family of Jeroboam.
10Amaziah, priest at the shrine at
Bethel, sent a message to Jeroboam,
king of Israel: "Amos is plo ng to get rid
of you; and he's doing it as an insider,
working from within Israel. His talk
will destroy the country. He's got to be
silenced. Do you know what Amos is
saying?
11 Jeroboam will be killed. Israel is
headed for exile."
12 Then Amaziah confronted Amos:
"Seer, be on your way! Get out of here
and go back to Judah where you came
from!
13Hang out there. Do your preaching
there. But no more preaching at Bethel!
Don't show your face here again. This is
the king's chapel. This is a royal shrine."
14 But Amos stood up to Amaziah: "I
never set up to be a preacher, never had
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plans to be a preacher. I raised ca le and
I pruned trees.
15 Then GOD took me off the farm and
said, 'Go preach to my people Israel.'
16 "So listen to GOD's Word. You tell
me, 'Don't preach to Israel. Don't say
anything against the family of Isaac.'
17 But here's what GOD is telling you:
Your wife will become a whore in town.
Your children will get killed. Your landwill
be auc oned off. You will die homeless
and friendless. And Israel will be hauled
off to exile, far from [home]."

8 1My Master GOD showed me this
vision: A bowl of fresh fruit.

2He said, "What do you see, Amos?" I
said, "A bowl of fresh, ripe fruit." GOD
said, "Right. So, I'm calling it quits with
my people Israel. I'm no longer ac ng as
if everything is just fine."
3 "The royal singers will wail when
it happens." My Master GOD said so.
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"Corpses will be strewn here, there, and
everywhere. Hush!"
4 Listen to this, you who walk all over
the weak, you who treat poor people as
less than nothing,
5Who say, "When's my next paycheck
coming so I can go out and live it up?
How long ll the weekend when I can go
out and have a good me?" Who give
li le and take much, and never do an
honest day's work.
6 You exploit the poor, using them--and
then, when they're used up, you discard
them.
7GOD swears against the arrogance of
Jacob: "I'm keeping track of their every
last sin."
8God's oath will shake earth's
founda ons, dissolve the whole world
into tears. God's oath will sweep in like
a river that rises, flooding houses and
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lands, And then recedes, leaving behind
a sea of mud.
9 "On Judgment Day, watch out!" These
are the words of GOD, my Master. "I'll
turn off the sun at noon. In the middle of
the day the earth will go black.
10 I'll turn your par es into funerals
and make every song you sing a dirge.
Everyone will walk around in rags, with
sunken eyes and bald heads. Think of the
worst that could happen--your only son,
say, murdered. That's a hint of Judgment
Day--that and much more.
11 "Oh yes, Judgment Day is coming!"
These are the words of my Master GOD.
"I'll send a famine through the whole
country. It won't be food or water that's
lacking, but my Word.
12 People will dri from one end of the
country to the other, roam to the north,
wander to the east. They'll go anywhere,
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listen to anyone, hoping to hear GOD's
Word--but they won't hear it.
13 "On Judgment Day, lovely young girls
will faint of Word-thirst, robust young
men will faint of God-thirst,
14Along with those who take oaths at
the Samaria Sin-and-Sex Center, saying,
'As the lord god of Dan is my witness!'
and 'The lady goddess of Beer-sheba
bless you!' Their lives will fall to pieces.
They'll never put it together again."

9 1 I saw my Master standing beside
the altar at the shrine. He said: "Hit

the tops of the shrine's pillars, make the
floor shake. The roof's about to fall on
the heads of the people, and whoever's
s ll alive, I'll kill. No one will get away, no
runaways will make it.
2 If they dig their way down into the
underworld, I'll find them and bring
them up. If they climb to the stars, I'll
find them and bring them down.
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3 If they hide out at the top of Mount
Carmel, I'll find them and bring them
back. If they dive to the bo om of the
ocean, I'll send Dragon to swallow them
up.
4 If they're captured alive by their
enemies, I'll send Sword to kill them. I've
made up my mind to hurt them, not help
them."
5MyMaster, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
touches the earth, a mere touch, and
it trembles. The whole world goes into
mourning. Earth swells like the Nile at
flood stage; then the water subsides, like
the great Nile of Egypt.
6God builds his palace--towers soaring
high in the skies, founda ons set on the
rock-firm earth. He calls ocean waters
and they come, then he ladles them out
on the earth. GOD, your God, does all
this.
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7 "Do you Israelites think you're any
be er than the far-off Cushites?" GOD's
Decree. "Am I not involved with all
na ons? Didn't I bring Israel up from
Egypt, the Philis nes from Caphtor, the
Arameans from Qir?
8 But you can be sure that I, GOD, the
Master, have my eye on the Kingdom of
Sin. I'm going to wipe it off the face of
the earth. S ll, I won't totally destroy
the family of Jacob." GOD's Decree.
9 "I'm s ll giving the orders around
here. I'm throwing Israel into a sieve
among all the na ons and shaking them
good, shaking out all the sin, all the
sinners. No real grain will be lost,
10 but all the sinners will be si ed out
and thrown away, the people who say,
'Nothing bad will ever happen in our
life me. It won't even come close.'
11 "But also on that Judgment Day I will
restore David's house that has fallen to
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pieces. I'll repair the holes in the roof,
replace the broken windows, fix it up like
new. David's people will be strong again
12 and seize what's le of enemy Edom,
plus everyone else under my sovereign
judgment." GOD's Decree. He will do
this.
13 "Yes indeed, it won't be long now."
GOD's Decree. "Things are going to
happen so fast your head will swim, one
thing fast on the heels of the other. You
won't be able to keep up. Everything will
be happening at once--and everywhere
you look, blessings! Blessings like wine
pouring off the mountains and hills.
14 I'll make everything right again for
my people Israel: "They'll rebuild their
ruined ci es. They'll plant vineyards
and drink good wine. They'll work their
gardens and eat fresh vegetables.
15And I'll plant [them], plant them on
their own land. They'll never again be
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uprooted from the land I've given them."
GOD, your God, says so.



Obadiah

1 1Obadiah's Message to Edom
from GOD, the Master. We got the

news straight from GOD by a special
messenger sent out to the godless
na ons: "On your feet, prepare for
ba le; get ready to make war on Edom!
2 "Listen to this, Edom: I'm turning you
to a no-account, the runt of the godless
na ons, despised.
3 You thought you were so great,
perched high among the rocks, king
of the mountain, Thinking to yourself,
'Nobody can get to me! Nobody can
touch me!'
4 Think again. Even if, like an eagle, you
hang out on a high cliff-face, Even if you
build your nest in the stars, I'll bring you
down to earth." GOD's sure Word.
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5 "If thieves crept up on you, they'd rob
you blind--isn't that so? If they mugged
you on the streets at night, they'd pick
you clean--isn't that so?
6Oh, they'll take Esau apart, piece by
piece, empty his purse and pockets.
7All your old partners will drive you to
the edge. Your old friends will lie to your
face. Your old drinking buddies will stab
you in the back. Your world will collapse.
You won't know what hit you.
8 So don't be surprised"--it's GOD's sure
Word!--"when I wipe out all sages from
Edom and rid the Esau mountains of its
famous wise men.
9 Your great heroes will desert you,
Teman. There'll be nobody le in Esau's
mountains.
10 Because of the murderous history
compiled against your brother Jacob,
You will be looked down on by everyone.
You'll lose your place in history.
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11On that day you stood there
and didn't do anything. Strangers
took your brother's army into exile.
Godless foreigners invaded and pillaged
Jerusalem. You stood there and watched.
You were as bad as they were.
12 You shouldn't have gloated over your
brother when he was down-and-out.
You shouldn't have laughed and joked at
Judah's sons when they were facedown
in the mud. You shouldn't have talked so
big when everything was so bad.
13 You shouldn't have taken advantage
of my people when their lives had fallen
apart. You of all people should not have
been amused by their troubles, their
wrecked na on. You shouldn't have
taken the shirt off their back when they
were knocked flat, defenseless.
14And you shouldn't have stood wai ng
at the outskirts and cut off refugees, And
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traitorously turned in helpless survivors
who had lost everything.
15 "GOD's Judgment Day is near for all
the godless na ons. As you have done,
it will be done to you. What you did will
boomerang back and hit your own head.
16 Just as you par ed on my holy
mountain, all the godless na ons will
drink God's wrath. They'll drink and
drink and drink--they'll drink themselves
to death.
17 But not so on Mount Zion--there's
respite there! a safe and holy place!
The family of Jacob will take back their
possessions from those who took them
from them.
18 That's when the family of Jacob will
catch fire, the family of Joseph become
fierce flame, while the family of Esau
will be straw. Esau will go up in flames,
nothing le of Esau but a pile of ashes."
GOD said it, and it is so.
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19 People from the south will take over
the Esau mountains; people from the
foothills will overrun the Philis nes.
They'll take the farms of Ephraim and
Samaria, and Benjamin will take Gilead.
20 Earlier, Israelite exiles will come back
and take Canaanite land to the north at
Zarephath. Jerusalem exiles from the far
northwest in Sepharad will come back
and take the ci es in the south.
21 The remnant of the saved in Mount
Zion will go into the mountains of Esau
And rule justly and fairly, a rule that
honors GOD's kingdom.



Jonah

1 1One day long ago, GOD's Word
came to Jonah, Ami ai's son:

2 "Up on your feet and on your way to
the big city of Nineveh! Preach to them.
They're in a bad way and I can't ignore it
any longer."
3 But Jonah got up and went the other
direc on to Tarshish, running away from
GOD. He went down to the port of Joppa
and found a ship headed for Tarshish. He
paid the fare and went on board, joining
those going to Tarshish--as far away from
GOD as he could get.
4 But GOD sent a huge storm at sea, the
waves towering. The ship was about to
break into pieces.
5 The sailors were terrified. They
called out in despera on to their gods.
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They threw everything they were
carrying overboard to lighten the ship.
Meanwhile, Jonah had gone down into
the hold of the ship to take a nap. He
was sound asleep.
6 The captain came to him and said,
"What's this? Sleeping! Get up! Pray to
your god! Maybe your god will see we're
in trouble and rescue us."
7 Then the sailors said to one another,
"Let's get to the bo om of this. Let's
draw straws to iden fy the culprit on this
ship who's responsible for this disaster."
So they drew straws. Jonah got the short
straw.
8 Then they grilled him: "Confess. Why
this disaster? What is your work? Where
do you come from?What country? What
family?"
9He told them, "I'm a Hebrew. I worship
GOD, the God of heaven who made sea
and land."



JONAH 1 3
10At that, the men were frightened,
really frightened, and said, "What on
earth have you done!" As Jonah talked,
the sailors realized that he was running
away from GOD.
11 They said to him, "What are we going
to do with you--to get rid of this storm?"
By this me the sea was wild, totally out
of control.
12 Jonah said, "Throw me overboard,
into the sea. Then the storm will stop.
It's all my fault. I'm the cause of the
storm. Get rid of me and you'll get rid of
the storm."
13 But no. The men tried rowing back
to shore. They made no headway. The
storm only got worse and worse, wild
and raging.
14 Then they prayed to GOD, "O GOD
Don't let us drown because of this man's
life, and don't blame us for his death.
You are GOD. Do what you think is best."
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15 They took Jonah and threw him
overboard. Immediately the sea was
quieted down.
16 The sailors were impressed, no
longer terrified by the sea, but in awe
of GOD. They worshiped GOD, offered a
sacrifice, and made vows.
17 Then GOD assigned a huge fish to
swallow Jonah. Jonah was in the fish's
belly three days and nights.

2 1 Then Jonah prayed to his God from
the belly of the fish.

2He prayed: "In trouble, deep trouble, I
prayed to GOD. He answered me. From
the belly of the grave I cried, 'Help!' You
heard my cry.
3 You threw me into ocean's depths,
into a watery grave, With ocean waves,
ocean breakers crashing over me.
4 I said, 'I've been thrown away, thrown
out, out of your sight. I'll never again lay
eyes on your Holy Temple.'
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5Ocean gripped me by the throat.
The ancient Abyss grabbed me and
held ght. My head was all tangled in
seaweed
6 at the bo om of the sea where the
mountains take root. I was as far down
as a body can go, and the gates were
slamming shut behind me forever--Yet
you pulled me up from that grave alive,
O GOD, my God!
7When my life was slipping away, I
remembered GOD, And my prayer got
through to you, made it all the way to
your Holy Temple.
8 Those who worship hollow gods,
god-frauds, walk away from their only
true love.
9 But I'm worshiping you, GOD, calling
out in thanksgiving! And I'll do what I
promised I'd do! Salva on belongs to
GOD!"
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10 Then GOD spoke to the fish, and it
vomited up Jonah on the seashore.

3 1Next, GOD spoke to Jonah a second
me:

2 "Up on your feet and on your way to
the big city of Nineveh! Preach to them.
They're in a bad way and I can't ignore it
any longer."
3 This me Jonah started off straight for
Nineveh, obeying GOD's orders to the
le er. Nineveh was a big city, very big--it
took three days to walk across it.
4 Jonah entered the city, went one
day's walk and preached, "In forty days
Nineveh will be smashed."
5 The people of Nineveh listened, and
trusted God. They proclaimed a citywide
fast and dressed in burlap to show their
repentance. Everyone did it--rich and
poor, famous and obscure, leaders and
followers.
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6When the message reached the king
of Nineveh, he got up off his throne,
threw down his royal robes, dressed in
burlap, and sat down in the dirt.
7 Then he issued a public proclama on
throughout Nineveh, authorized by him
and his leaders: "Not one drop of water,
not one bite of food for man, woman, or
animal, including your herds and flocks!
8Dress them all, both people and
animals, in burlap, and send up a cry
for help to God. Everyone must turn
around, turn back from an evil life and
the violent ways that stain their hands.
9Who knows? Maybe God will turn
around and change his mind about us,
quit being angry with us and let us live!"
10God saw what they had done, that
they had turned away from their evil
lives. He [did] change his mind about
them.What he said he would do to them
he didn't do.
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4 1 Jonah was furious. He lost his
temper.

2He yelled at GOD, "GOD! I knew
it--when I was back home, I knew this
was going to happen! That's why I ran
off to Tarshish! I knew you were sheer
grace and mercy, not easily angered, rich
in love, and ready at the drop of a hat
to turn your plans of punishment into a
program of forgiveness!
3 "So, GOD, if you won't kill them, kill
[me]! I'm be er off dead!"
4GOD said, "What do you have to be
angry about?"
5 But Jonah just le . He went out of the
city to the east and sat down in a sulk.
He put together a makeshi shelter of
leafy branches and sat there in the shade
to see what would happen to the city.
6GOD arranged for a broad-leafed tree
to spring up. It grew over Jonah to cool
him off and get him out of his angry
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sulk. Jonah was pleased and enjoyed the
shade. Life was looking up.
7 But then God sent a worm. By dawn
of the next day, the worm had bored into
the shade tree and it withered away.
8 The sun came up and God sent a
hot, blistering wind from the east. The
sun beat down on Jonah's head and he
started to faint. He prayed to die: "I'm
be er off dead!"
9 Then God said to Jonah, "What right
do you have to get angry about this
shade tree?" Jonah said, "Plenty of right.
It's made me angry enough to die!"
10GOD said, "What's this? How is it
that you can change your feelings from
pleasure to anger overnight about a
mere shade tree that you did nothing to
get? You neither planted nor watered it.
It grew up one night and died the next
night.
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11 So, why can't I likewise change what
I feel about Nineveh from anger to
pleasure, this big city of more than a
hundred and twenty thousand childlike
people who don't yet know right from
wrong, to say nothing of all the innocent
animals?"



Micah

1 1GOD's Message as it came to Micah
of Moresheth. It came during the

reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah. It had to do with what
was going on in Samaria and Jerusalem.
2 Listen, people--all of you. Listen,
earth, and everyone in it: The Master,
GOD, takes the witness stand against
you, the Master from his Holy Temple.
3 Look, here he comes! GOD, from his
place! He comes down and strides across
mountains and hills.
4Mountains sink under his feet, valleys
split apart; The rock mountains crumble
into gravel, the river valleys leak like
sieves.
5All this because of Jacob's sin, because
Israel's family did wrong. You ask,
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"So what is Jacob's sin?" Just look at
Samaria--isn't it obvious? And all the
sex-and-religion shrines in Judah--isn't
Jerusalem responsible?
6 "I'm turning Samaria into a heap of
rubble, a vacant lot li ered with garbage.
I'll dump the stones from her buildings
in the valley and leave her abandoned
founda ons exposed.
7All her carved and cast gods and
goddesses will be sold for stove wood
and scrap metal, All her sacred fer lity
groves burned to the ground, All the
s cks and stones she worshiped as gods,
destroyed. These were her earnings
from her life as a whore. This is what
happens to the fees of a whore."
8 This is why I lament and mourn. This
is why I go around in rags and barefoot.
This is why I howl like a pack of coyotes,
and moan like a mournful owl in the
night.
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9GOD has inflicted punishing wounds;
Judah has been wounded with no
healing in sight. Judgment has marched
through the city gates. Jerusalem must
face the charges.
10Don't gossip about this in Telltown.
Don't waste your tears. In Dustville, roll
in the dust.
11 In Alarmtown, the alarm is sounded.
The ci zens of Exitburgh will never
get out alive. Lament, Last-Stand City:
There's nothing in you le standing.
12 The villagers of Bi ertown wait in
vain for sweet peace. Harsh judgment
has come from GOD and entered Peace
City.
13All you who live in Chariotville, get
in your chariots for flight. You led the
daughter of Zion into trus ng not God
but chariots. Similar sins in Israel also
got their start in you.
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14Go ahead and give your good-bye
gi s to Good-byeville. Miragetown
beckoned but disappointed Israel's
kings.
15 Inheritance City has lost its
inheritance. Glorytown has seen its last
of glory.
16 Shave your heads in mourning over
the loss of your precious towns. Go bald
as a goose egg--they've gone into exile
and aren't coming back.

2 1Doom to those who plot evil, who
go to bed dreaming up crimes! As

soon at it's morning, they're off, full of
energy, doing what they've planned.
2 They covet fields and grab them, find
homes and take them. They bully the
neighbor and his family, see people only
for what they can get out of them.
3GOD has had enough. He says, "I have
some plans of my own: Disaster because
of this interbreeding evil! Your necks
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are on the line. You're not walking away
from this. It's doomsday for you.
4Mocking ballads will be sung of
you, and you yourselves will sing the
blues: 'Our lives are ruined, our homes
and lands auc oned off. They take
everything, leave us nothing! All is sold
to the highest bidder.'"
5And there'll be no one to stand up for
you, no one to speak for you before GOD
and his jury.
6 "Don't preach," say the preachers.
"Don't preach such stuff. Nothing bad
will happen to us.
7 Talk like [this] to the family of Jacob?
Does GOD lose his temper? Is this the
way he acts? Isn't he on the side of good
people? Doesn't he help those who help
themselves?"
8 "What do you mean, 'good people'!
You're the enemy of my people! You
rob unsuspec ng people out for an
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evening stroll. You take their coats off
their backs like soldiers who plunder the
defenseless.
9 You drive the women of my people
out of their ample homes. You make
vic ms of the children and leave them
vulnerable to violence and vice.
10Get out of here, the lot of you.
You can't take it easy here! You've
polluted this place, and now [you're]
polluted--ruined!
11 If someone showed up with a good
smile and glib tongue and told lies
from morning to night--'I'll preach
sermons that will tell you how you
can get anything you want from God:
More money, the best wines...you name
it'--you'd hire him on the spot as your
preacher!
12 "I'm calling a mee ng, Jacob. I want
everyone back--all the survivors of Israel.
I'll get them together in one place--like
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sheep in a fold, like ca le in a corral--a
milling throng of homebound people!
13 Then I, GOD, will burst all
confinements and lead them out
into the open. They'll follow their King. I
will be out in front leading them."

3 1 Then I said: "Listen, leaders of
Jacob, leaders of Israel: Don't you

know anything of jus ce?
2Haters of good, lovers of evil: Isn't
jus ce in your job descrip on? But you
skin my people alive. You rip the meat
off their bones.
3 You break up the bones, chop the
meat, and throw it in a pot for cannibal
stew."
4 The me's coming, though, when
these same leaders will cry out for help
to GOD, but he won't listen. He'll turn
his face the other way because of their
history of evil.
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5Here is GOD's Message to the
prophets, the preachers who lie to my
people: "For as long as they're well
paid and well fed, the prophets preach,
'Isn't life wonderful! Peace to all!' But
if you don't pay up and jump on their
bandwagon, their 'God bless you' turns
into 'God damn you.'
6 Therefore, you're going blind. You'll
see nothing. You'll live in deep shadows
and know nothing. The sun has set on
the prophets. They've had their day;
from now on it's night.
7Visionaries will be confused, experts
will be all mixed up. They'll hide behind
their reputa ons and make lame excuses
to cover up their God-ignorance."
8 But me--I'm filled with GOD's power,
filled with GOD's Spirit of jus ce and
strength, Ready to confront Jacob's
crime and Israel's sin.
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9 The leaders of Jacob and the leaders
of Israel are Leaders contemptuous of
jus ce, who twist and distort right living,
10 Leaders who build Zion by killing
people, who expand Jerusalem by
commi ng crimes.
11 Judges sell verdicts to the highest
bidder, priests mass-market their
teaching, prophets preach for high fees,
All the while posturing and pretending
dependence on GOD: "We've got GOD
on our side. He'll protect us from
disaster."
12 Because of people like you, Zion will
be turned back into farmland, Jerusalem
end up as a pile of rubble, and instead
of the Temple on the mountain, a few
scraggly scrub pines.

4 1 But when all is said and done,
GOD's Temple on the mountain,

Firmly fixed, will dominate all mountains,
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towering above surrounding hills. People
will stream to it
2 andmany na ons set out for it, Saying,
"Come, let's climb GOD's mountain. Let's
go to the Temple of Jacob's God. He will
teach us how to live. We'll know how
to live God's way." True teaching will
issue from Zion, GOD's revela on from
Jerusalem.
3He'll establish jus ce in the rabble of
na ons and se le disputes in faraway
places. They'll trade in their swords for
shovels, their spears for rakes and hoes.
Na ons will quit figh ng each other, quit
learning how to kill one another.
4 Each man will sit under his own shade
tree, each woman in safety will tend her
own garden. GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
says so, and he means what he says.
5Meanwhile, all the other people live
however they wish, picking and choosing
their gods. But we live honoring GOD,
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and we're loyal to our God forever and
ever.
6 "On that great day," GOD says, "I will
round up all the hurt and homeless,
everyone I have bruised or banished.
7 I will transform the ba ered into a
company of the elite. I will make a strong
na on out of the long lost, A showcase
exhibit of GOD's rule in ac on, as I rule
from Mount Zion, from here to eternity.
8 "And you stragglers around Jerusalem,
eking out a living in shantytowns:
The glory that once was will be again.
Jerusalem's daughter will be the
kingdom center."
9 So why the doomsday hysterics?
You s ll have a king, don't you? But
maybe he's not doing his job and you're
panicked like a woman in labor.
10Well, go ahead--twist and scream,
Daughter Jerusalem. You [are] like a
woman in childbirth. You'll soon be out
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of the city, on your way and camping in
the open country. And then you'll arrive
in Babylon. What you lost in Jerusalem
will be found in Babylon. GOD will give
you new life again. He'll redeem you
from your enemies.
11 But for right now, they're ganged
up against you, many godless peoples,
saying, "Kick her when she's down!
Violate her! We want to see Zion grovel
in the dirt."
12 These blasphemers have no idea
what GOD is thinking and doing in this.
They don't know that this is the making
of GOD's people, that they are wheat
being threshed, gold being refined.
13On your feet, Daughter of Zion!
Be threshed of chaff, be refined of
dross. I'm remaking you into a people
invincible, into God's juggernaut to crush
the godless peoples. You'll bring their
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plunder as holy offerings to GOD, their
wealth to the Master of the earth.

5 1 But for now, prepare for the worst,
vic m daughter! The siege is set

against us. They humiliate Israel's king,
slapping him around like a rag doll.
2 But you, Bethlehem, David's country,
the runt of the li er--From you will come
the leader who will shepherd-rule Israel.
He'll be no upstart, no pretender. His
family tree is ancient and dis nguished.
3Meanwhile, Israel will be in foster
homes un l the birth pangs are over
and the child is born, And the sca ered
brothers come back home to the family
of Israel.
4He will stand tall in his shepherd-rule
by GOD's strength, centered in the
majesty of GOD-Revealed. And the
people will have a good and safe home,
for the whole world will hold him in
respect--Peacemaker of the world!
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5And if some bullying Assyrian shows
up, invades and violates our land, don't
worry. We'll put him in his place, send
him packing, and watch his every move.
6 Shepherd-rule will extend as far
as needed, to Assyria and all other
Nimrod-bullies. Our shepherd-ruler will
save us from old or new enemies, from
anyone who invades or violates our land.
7 The purged and select company of
Jacob will be like an island in the sea of
peoples. They'll be like dew from GOD,
like summer showers Not men oned
in the weather forecast, not subject to
calcula on or control.
8 Yes, the purged and select company of
Jacob will be like an island in the sea of
peoples, Like the king of beasts among
wild beasts, like a young lion loose in a
flock of sheep, Killing and devouring the
lambs and no one able to stop him.
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9With your arms raised in triumph over
your foes, your enemies will be no more!
10 "The day is coming"--GOD's Decree-
-"When there will be no more war.
None. I'll slaughter your war horses and
demolish your chariots.
11 I'll dismantle military posts and level
your for fica ons.
12 I'll abolish your religious black
markets, your underworld traffic in black
magic.
13 I will smash your carved and cast
gods and chop down your phallic posts.
No more taking control of the world,
worshiping what you do or make.
14 I'll root out your sacred sex-
and-power centers and destroy the
God-defiant.
15 In raging anger, I'll make a clean
sweep of godless na ons who haven't
listened."
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6 1 Listen now, listen to GOD: "Take
your stand in court. If you have a

complaint, tell the mountains; make
your case to the hills.
2And now, Mountains, hear GOD's
case; listen, Jury Earth--For I am bringing
charges against my people. I am building
a case against Israel.
3 "Dear people, how have I done you
wrong? Have I burdened you, worn you
out? Answer!
4 I delivered you from a bad life in
Egypt; I paid a good price to get you out
of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you--and
Aaron and Miriam to boot!
5 Remember what Balak king of Moab
tried to pull, and how Balaam son of Beor
turned the tables on him. Remember all
those stories about Shi m and Gilgal.
Keep all GOD's salva on stories fresh
and present."
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6How can I stand up before GOD and
show proper respect to the high God?
Should I bring an armload of offerings
topped off with yearling calves?
7Would GOD be impressed with
thousands of rams, with buckets and
barrels of olive oil? Would he be moved
if I sacrificed my firstborn child, my
precious baby, to cancel my sin?
8 But he's already made it plain how to
live, what to do, what GOD is looking
for in men and women. It's quite
simple: Do what is fair and just to your
neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in
your love, And don't take yourself too
seriously--take God seriously.
9A en on! GOD calls out to the city!
If you know what's good for you, you'll
listen. So listen, all of you! This is serious
business.
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10 "Do you expect me to overlook
obscene wealth you've piled up by
chea ng and fraud?
11Do you think I'll tolerate shady deals
and shi y scheming?
12 I'm red of the violent rich bullying
their way with bluffs and lies.
13 I'm fed up. Beginning now, you're
finished. You'll pay for your sins down to
your last cent.
14No ma er how much you get, it will
never be enough--hollow stomachs,
empty hearts. No ma er how hard you
work, you'll have nothing to show for
it--bankrupt lives, wasted souls.
15 You'll plant grass but never get a
lawn. You'll make jelly but never spread
it on your bread. You'll press apples but
never drink the cider.
16 You have lived by the standards of
your king, Omri, the decadent lifestyle
of the family of Ahab. Because you've



MICAH 7 19
slavishly followed their fashions, I'm
forcing you into bankruptcy. Your way of
life will be laughed at, a tasteless joke.
Your lives will be derided as fu le and
fake."

7 1 I'm overwhelmed with sorrow!
sunk in a swamp of despair! I'm like

someone who goes to the garden to
pick cabbages and carrots and corn And
returns empty-handed, finds nothing for
soup or sandwich or salad.
2 There's not a decent person in sight.
Right-living humans are ex nct. They're
all out for one another's blood, animals
preying on each other.
3 They've all become experts in evil.
Corrupt leaders demand bribes. The
powerful rich make sure they get what
they want.
4 The best and brightest are thistles.
The top of the line is crabgrass. But no



MICAH 7 20
longer: It's exam me. Look at them
slinking away in disgrace!
5Don't trust your neighbor, don't
confide in your friend. Watch your
words, even with your spouse.
6Neighborhoods and families are falling
to pieces. The closer they are--sons,
daughters, in-laws--The worse they can
be. Your own family is the enemy.
7 But me, I'm not giving up. I'm s cking
around to see what GOD will do. I'm
wai ng for God to make things right. I'm
coun ng on God to listen to me.
8Don't, enemy, crow over me. I'm
down, but I'm not out. I'm si ng in the
dark right now, but GOD is my light.
9 I can take GOD's punishing rage. I
deserve it--I sinned. But it's not forever.
He's on my side and is going to get me
out of this. He'll turn on the lights and
show me his ways. I'll see the whole
picture and how right he is.
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10And my enemy will see it, too, and
be discredited--yes, disgraced! This
enemy who kept taun ng, "So where
is this GOD of yours?" I'm going to see
it with these, my own eyes--my enemy
disgraced, trash in the gu er.
11Oh, that will be a day! A day for
rebuilding your city, a day for stretching
your arms, spreading your wings!
12All your dispersed and sca ered
people will come back, old friends
and family from faraway places, From
Assyria in the east to Egypt in the west,
from across the seas and out of the
mountains.
13 But there'll be a reversal for everyone
else--massive depopula on--because of
the way they lived, the things they did.
14 Shepherd, O GOD, your people with
your staff, your dear and precious flock.
Uniquely yours in a grove of trees,
centered in lotus land. Let them graze in
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lush Bashan as in the old days in green
Gilead.
15 Reproduce the miracle-wonders of
our exodus from Egypt.
16And the godless na ons: Put them
in their place--humiliated in their
arrogance, speechless and clueless.
17Make them slink like snakes, crawl
like cockroaches, come out of their
holes from under their rocks And face
our GOD. Fill them with holy fear and
trembling.
18Where is the god who can compare
with you--wiping the slate clean of guilt,
Turning a blind eye, a deaf ear, to the
past sins of your purged and precious
people? You don't nurse your anger and
don't stay angry long, for mercy is your
specialty. That's what you love most.
19And compassion is on its way to us.
You'll stamp out our wrongdoing. You'll
sink our sins to the bo om of the ocean.
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20 You'll stay true to your word to Father
Jacob and con nue the compassion
you showed Grandfather Abraham--
Everything you promised our ancestors
from a long me ago.



Nahum

1 1A report on the problem of
Nineveh, the way God gave Nahum

of Elkosh to see it:
2GOD is serious business. He won't
be trifled with. He avenges his foes. He
stands up against his enemies, fierce and
raging.
3 But GOD doesn't lose his temper. He's
powerful, but it's a pa ent power. S ll,
no one gets by with anything. Sooner
or later, everyone pays. Tornadoes and
hurricanes are the wake of his passage,
Storm clouds are the dust he shakes off
his feet.
4He yells at the sea: It dries up. All the
rivers run dry. The Bashan and Carmel
mountains shrivel, the Lebanon orchards
shrivel.
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5Mountains quake in their roots, hills
dissolve into mud flats. Earth shakes
in fear of GOD. The whole world's in a
panic.
6Who can face such towering anger?
Who can stand up to this fierce rage? His
anger spills out like a river of lava, his
fury sha ers boulders.
7GOD is good, a hiding place in tough
mes. He recognizes and welcomes

anyone looking for help,
8No ma er how desperate the trouble.
But cozy islands of escape He wipes right
off the map. No one gets away from God.
9Why waste me conniving against
GOD? He's pu ng an end to all such
scheming. For troublemakers, no second
chances.
10 Like a pile of dry brush, Soaked in oil,
they'll go up in flames.
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11Nineveh's an anthill of evil plots
against GOD, A think tank for lies that
seduce and betray.
12And GOD has something to say about
all this: "Even though you're on top of
the world, With all the applause and all
the votes, you'll be mowed down flat.
"I've afflicted you, Judah, true, but I
won't afflict you again.
13 From now on I'm taking the yoke
from your neck and spli ng it up for
kindling. I'm cu ng you free from the
ropes of your bondage."
14GOD's orders on Nineveh: "You're
the end of the line. It's all over with
Nineveh. I'm gu ng your temple. Your
gods and goddesses go in the trash. I'm
digging your grave. It's an unmarked
grave. You're nothing--no, you're less
than nothing!"
15 Look! Striding across the mountains-
-a messenger bringing the latest
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good news: peace! A holiday, Judah!
Celebrate! Worship and recommit to
God! No more worries about this enemy.
This one is history. Close the books.

2 1 The juggernaut's coming! Post
guards, lay in supplies. Get

yourselves together, get ready for the
big ba le.
2GOD has restored the Pride of Jacob,
the Pride of Israel. Israel's lived through
hard mes. He's been to hell and back.
3Weapons flash in the sun, the soldiers
splendid in ba le dress, Chariots
burnished and glistening, ready to
charge, A spiked forest of brandished
spears, lethal on the horizon.
4 The chariots pour into the streets.
They fill the public squares, Flaming like
torches in the sun, like lightning dar ng
and flashing.
5 The Assyrian king rallies his men, but
they stagger and stumble. They run to



NAHUM 2 5
the ramparts to stem the de, but it's
too late.
6 Soldiers pour through the gates. The
palace is demolished.
7 Soon it's all over: Nineveh stripped,
Nineveh doomed, Maids and slaves
moaning like doves, bea ng their
breasts.
8Nineveh is a tub from which they've
pulled the plug. Cries go up, "Do
something! Do something!" but it's too
late. Nineveh's soon empty--nothing.
9Other cries come: "Plunder the silver!
Plunder the gold! A bonanza of plunder!
Take everything you want!"
10Doom! Damna on! Desola on!
Hearts sink, knees fold, stomachs retch,
faces blanch.
11 So, what happened to the famous
and fierce Assyrian lion And all those
cute Assyrian cubs? To the lion and
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lioness Cozy with their cubs, fierce and
fearless?
12 To the lion who always returned from
the hunt with fresh kills for lioness and
cubs, The lion lair heaped with bloody
meat, blood and bones for the royal lion
feast?
13 "Assyria, I'm your enemy," says GOD-
of-the-Angel-Armies. "I'll torch your
chariots. They'll go up in smoke. 'Lion
Country' will be strewn with carcasses.
The war business is over--you're out
of work: You'll have no more wars to
report, No more victories to announce.
You're out of war work forever."

3 1Doom to Murder City--full of lies,
burs ng with loot, addicted to

violence!
2Horns blaring, wheels cla ering,
horses rearing, chariots lurching,
3Horsemen galloping, brandishing
swords and spears, Dead bodies ro ng
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in the street, corpses stacked like
cordwood, Bodies in every gu er and
alley, clogging every intersec on!
4And whores! Whores without end!
Whore City, Fatally seduc ve, you're the
Witch of Seduc on, luring na ons to
their ruin with your evil spells.
5 "I'm your enemy, Whore Nineveh--I,
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies! I'll strip you
of your seduc ve silk robes and expose
you on the world stage. I'll let the na ons
get their fill of the ugly truth of who you
really are and have been all along.
6 I'll pelt you with dog dung and place
you on a pedestal: 'Slut on Exhibit.'
7 Everyone who sees you will gag and
say, 'Nineveh's a pigsty: What on earth
did we ever see in her? Who would give
her a second look? Ugh!'"
8Do you think you're superior to
Egyp an Thebes, proudly invincible on
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the River Nile, Protected by the great
River, walled in by the River, secure?
9 Ethiopia stood guard to the south,
Egypt to the north. Put and Libya, strong
friends, were ready to step in and help.
10 But you know what happened to
her: The whole city was marched off to
a refugee camp, Her babies smashed
to death in public view on the streets,
Her prize leaders auc oned off, her
celebri es put in chain gangs.
11 Expect the same treatment, Nineveh.
You'll soon be staggering like a bunch of
drunks, Wondering what hit you, looking
for a place to sleep it off.
12All your forts are like peach trees,
the lush peaches ripe, ready for the
picking. One shake of the tree and they
fall straight into hungry mouths.
13 Face it: Your warriors are wimps.
You're si ng ducks. Your borders are
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gaping doors, invi ng your enemies in.
And who's to stop them?
14 Store up water for the siege. Shore
up your defenses. Get down to basics:
Work the clay and make bricks.
15 Sorry. Too late. Enemy fire will burn
you up. Swords will cut you to pieces.
You'll be chewed up as if by locusts. Yes,
as if by locusts--a fi ng fate, for you
yourselves are a locust plague.
16 You've mul plied shops and
shopkeepers--more buyers and sellers
than stars in the sky! A plague of locusts,
cleaning out the neighborhood and then
flying off.
17 Your bureaucrats are locusts, your
brokers and bankers are locusts. Early
on, they're all at your service, full of
smiles and promises, But later when you
return with ques ons or complaints,
you'll find they've flown off and are
nowhere to be found.
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18 King of Assyria! Your shepherd-
leaders, in charge of caring for your
people, Are busy doing everything else
but. They're not doing their job, And
your people are sca ered and lost.
There's no one to look a er them.
19 You're past the point of no return.
Your wound is fatal. When the story of
your fate gets out, the whole world will
applaud and cry "Encore!" Your cruel evil
has seeped into every nook and cranny
of the world. Everyone has felt it and
suffered.



Habakkuk

1 1 The problem as God gave Habakkuk
to see it:

2GOD, how long do I have to cry out for
help before you listen? How many mes
do I have to yell, "Help! Murder! Police!"
before you come to the rescue?
3Why do you force me to look at evil,
stare trouble in the face day a er day?
Anarchy and violence break out, quarrels
and fights all over the place.
4 Law and order fall to pieces. Jus ce
is a joke. The wicked have the righteous
hamstrung and stand jus ce on its head.
5 "Look around at the godless na ons.
Look long and hard. Brace yourself for
a shock. Something's about to take
place and you're going to find it hard to
believe.
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6 I'm about to raise up Babylonians
to punish you, Babylonians, fierce and
ferocious--World-conquering Babylon,
grabbing up na ons right and le ,
7A dreadful and terrible people, making
up its own rules as it goes.
8 Their horses run like the wind, a ack
like bloodthirsty wolves. A stampede
of galloping horses thunders out of
nowhere. They descend like vultures
circling in on carrion.
9 They're out to kill. Death is on their
minds. They collect vic ms like squirrels
gathering nuts.
10 They mock kings, poke fun at
generals, Spit on forts, and leave them in
the dust.
11 They'll all be blown away by the
wind. Brazen in sin, they call strength
their god."
12GOD, you're from eternity, aren't
you? Holy God, we aren't going to die,
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are we? GOD, you chose [Babylonians]
for your judgment work? Rock-Solid God,
you gave them the job of discipline?
13 But you can't be serious! [You] can't
condone evil! So why don't you do
something about this? Why are you
silent [now]? This outrage! Evil men
swallow up the righteous and you stand
around and [watch]!
14 You're trea ng men and women as
so many fish in the ocean, Swimming
without direc on, swimming but not
ge ng anywhere.
15 Then this evil Babylonian arrives and
goes fishing. He pulls in a good catch.
He catches his limit and fills his creel--a
good day of fishing! He's happy!
16He praises his rod and reel, piles his
fishing gear on an altar and worships it!
It's made his day, and he's going to eat
well tonight!
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17Are you going to let this go on
and on? Will you let this Babylonian
fisherman Fish like a weekend angler,
killing people as if they're nothing but
fish?

2 1What's God going to say to my
ques ons? I'm braced for the worst.

I'll climb to the lookout tower and scan
the horizon. I'll wait to see what God
says, how he'll answer my complaint.
2And then GOD answered: "Write this.
Write what you see. Write it out in big
block le ers so that it can be read on the
run.
3 This vision-message is a witness
poin ng to what's coming. It aches for
the coming--it can hardly wait! And it
doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming,
wait. It's on its way. It will come right on
me.
4 "Look at that man, bloated by
self-importance--full of himself but
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soul-empty. But the person in right
standing before God through loyal and
steady believing is fully alive, [really]
alive.
5 "Note well: Money deceives. The
arrogant rich don't last. They are more
hungry for wealth than the grave is for
cadavers. Like death, they always want
more, but the 'more' they get is dead
bodies. They are cemeteries filled with
dead na ons, graveyards filled with
corpses.
6Don't give people like this a second
thought. Soon the whole world will
be taun ng them: "'Who do you think
you are--ge ng rich by stealing and
extor on? How long do you think you
can get away with this?'
7 Indeed, how long before your vic ms
wake up, stand up and make [you] the
vic m?
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8 You've plundered na on a er na on.
Now you'll get a taste of your own
medicine. All the survivors are out to
plunder you, a payback for all your
murders and massacres.
9 "Who do you think you are--recklessly
grabbing and loo ng, Living it up, ac ng
like king of the mountain, ac ng above it
all, above trials and troubles?
10 You've engineered the ruin of your
own house. In ruining others you've
ruined yourself. You've undermined your
founda ons, ro ed out your own soul.
11 The bricks of your house will speak
up and accuse you. The woodwork will
step forward with evidence.
12 "Who do you think you are--building
a town by murder, a city with crime?
13Don't you know that GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies makes sure nothing comes
of that but ashes, Makes sure the harder
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you work at that kind of thing, the less
you are?
14Meanwhile the earth fills up with
awareness of GOD's glory as the waters
cover the sea.
15 "Who do you think you are--invi ng
your neighbors to your drunken par es,
Giving them too much to drink, roping
them into your sexual orgies?
16 You thought you were having the
me of your life. Wrong! It's a me of

disgrace. All the me you were drinking,
you were drinking from the cup of God's
wrath.
17 You'll wake up holding your
throbbing head, hung over--hung over
from Lebanon violence, Hung over
from animal massacres, hung over from
murder and mayhem, From mul ple
viola ons of place and people.
18 "What's the use of a carved god so
skillfully carved by its sculptor? What
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good is a fancy cast god when all it tells
is lies? What sense does it make to be a
pious god-maker who makes gods that
can't even talk?
19Who do you think you are--saying
to a s ck of wood, 'Wake up,' Or to a
dumb stone, 'Get up'? Can they teach
you anything about anything? There's
nothing to them but surface. There's
nothing on the inside.
20 "But oh! GOD is in his holy Temple!
Quiet everyone--a holy silence. Listen!"

3 1A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk,
with orchestra:

2GOD, I've heard what our ancestors
say about you, and I'm stopped in my
tracks, down on my knees. Do among us
what you did among them. Work among
us as you worked among them. And as
you bring judgment, as you surely must,
remember mercy.
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3God's on his way again, retracing the
old salva on route, Coming up from
the south through Teman, the Holy One
from Mount Paran. Skies are blazing
with his splendor, his praises sounding
through the earth,
4His cloud-brightness like dawn,
exploding, spreading, forked-lightning
shoo ng from his hand--what power
hidden in that fist!
5 Plaguemarches before him, pes lence
at his heels!
6He stops. He shakes Earth. He looks
around. Na ons tremble. The age-old
mountains fall to pieces; ancient hills
collapse like a spent balloon. The paths
God takes are older than the oldest
mountains and hills.
7 I saw everyone worried, in a panic:
Old wilderness adversaries, Cushan
and Midian, were terrified, hoping he
wouldn't no ce them.
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8GOD, is it River you're mad at?
Angry at old River? Were you raging at
Sea when you rode horse and chariot
through to salva on?
9 You unfurled your bow and let loose
a volley of arrows. You split Earth with
rivers.
10Mountains saw what was coming.
They twisted in pain. Flood Waters
poured in. Ocean roared and reared
huge waves.
11 Sun and Moon stopped in their
tracks. Your flashing arrows stopped
them, your lightning-strike spears
impaled them.
12Angry, you stomped through Earth.
Furious, you crushed the godless
na ons.
13 You were out to save your people,
to save your specially chosen people.
You beat the stuffing out of King Wicked,
Stripped him naked from head to toe,
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14 Set his severed head on his own
spear and blew away his army. Sca ered
they were to the four winds--and ended
up food for the sharks!
15 You galloped through the Sea on your
horses, racing on the crest of the waves.
16When I heard it, my stomach did
flips. I stammered and stu ered. My
bones turned to water. I staggered
and stumbled. I sit back and wait for
Doomsday to descend on our a ackers.
17 Though the cherry trees don't
blossom and the strawberries don't
ripen, Though the apples are worm-
eaten and the wheat fields stunted,
Though the sheep pens are sheepless
and the ca le barns empty,
18 I'm singing joyful praise to GOD. I'm
turning cartwheels of joy to my Savior
God.
19 Coun ng on GOD's Rule to prevail, I
take heart and gain strength. I run like a
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deer. I feel like I'm king of the mountain!
(For congrega onal use, with a full
orchestra.)



Zephaniah

1 1GOD's Message to Zephaniah son
of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of

Amariah, son of Hezekiah. It came during
the reign of Josiah son of Amon, who
was king of Judah:
2 "I'm going to make a clean sweep of
the earth, a thorough housecleaning."
GOD's Decree.
3 "Men and women and animals,
including birds and fish--Anything and
everything that causes sin--will go, but
especially people.
4 "I'll start with Judah and everybody
who lives in Jerusalem. I'll sweep
the place clean of every trace of the
sex-and-religion Baal shrines and their
priests.
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5 I'll get rid of the people who sneak up
to their roo ops at night to worship the
star gods and goddesses; Also those who
con nue to worship GOD but cover their
bases by worshiping other king-gods as
well;
6Not to men on those who've dumped
GOD altogether, no longer giving him a
thought or offering a prayer.
7 "Quiet now! Reverent silence before
me, GOD, the Master! Time's up. My
Judgment Day is near: The Holy Day is all
set, the invited guests made holy.
8On the Holy Day, GOD's Judgment
Day, I will punish the leaders and the
royal sons; I will punish those who dress
up like foreign priests and priestesses,
9Who introduce pagan prayers and
prac ces; And I'll punish all who import
pagan supers ons that turn holy places
into hellholes.
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10 Judgment Day!" GOD's Decree! "Cries
of panic from the city's Fish Gate, Cries
of terror from the city's Second Quarter,
sounds of great crashing from the hills!
11Wail, you shopkeepers on Market
Street! Moneymaking has had its day.
The god Money is dead.
12On Judgment Day, I'll search through
every closet and alley in Jerusalem. I'll
find and punish those who are si ng it
out, fat and lazy, amusing themselves
and taking it easy, Who think, 'GOD
doesn't do anything, good or bad. He
isn't involved, so neither are we.'
13 But just wait. They'll lose everything
they have, money and house and land.
They'll build a house and never move in.
They'll plant vineyards and never taste
the wine.
14 "The Great Judgment Day of GOD
is almost here. It's countdown me:
...seven, six, five, four...Bi er and noisy
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cries on my Judgment Day, even strong
men screaming for help.
15 Judgment Day is payday--my anger
paid out: a day of distress and anguish,
a day of catastrophic doom, a day of
darkness at noon, a day of black storm
clouds,
16 a day of bloodcurdling war cries,
as forts are assaulted, as defenses are
smashed.
17 I'll make things so bad they won't
know what hit them. They'll walk
around groping like the blind. They've
sinned against GOD! Their blood will be
poured out like old dishwater, their guts
shoveled into slop buckets.
18Don't plan on buying your way out.
Your money is worthless for this. This is
the Day of GOD's Judgment--my [wrath]!
I [care] about sin with fiery passion--A
fire to burn up the corrupted world, a
wildfire finish to the corrup ng people."
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2 1 So get yourselves together. Shape
up! You're a na on without a clue

about what it wants.
2Do it before you're blown away like
leaves in a windstorm, Before GOD's
Judgment-anger sweeps down on you,
Before GOD's Judgment Day wrath
descends with full force.
3 Seek GOD, all you quietly disciplined
people who live by GOD's jus ce. Seek
GOD's right ways. Seek a quiet and
disciplined life. Perhaps you'll be hidden
on the Day of GOD's anger.
4Gaza is scheduled for demoli on,
Ashdod will be cleaned out by high
noon, Ekron pulled out by the roots.
5Doom to the seaside people, the
seafaring people from Crete! The Word
of GOD is bad news for you who se led
Canaan, the Philis ne country: "You're
slated for destruc on--no survivors!"
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6 The lands of the seafarers will become
pastureland, A country for shepherds
and sheep.
7What's le of the family of Judah will
get it. Day a er day they'll pasture by
the sea, and go home in the evening to
Ashkelon to sleep. Their very own GOD
will look out for them. He'll make things
as good as before.
8 "I've heard the crude taunts of Moab,
the mockeries flung by Ammon, The
cruel talk they've used to put down my
people, their self-important stru ng
along Israel's borders.
9 Therefore, as sure as I am the living
God," says GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
Israel's personal God, "Moab will
become a ruin like Sodom, Ammon a
ghost town like Gomorrah, One a field
of rocks, the other a sterile salt flat, a
moonscape forever. What's le of my
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people will finish them off, will pick them
clean and take over.
10 This is what they get for their bloated
pride, their taunts and mockeries of the
people of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
11GOD will be seen as truly terrible--a
Holy Terror. All earth-made gods will
shrivel up and blow away; And everyone,
wherever they are, far or near, will fall to
the ground and worship him.
12Also you Ethiopians, you too will
die--I'll see to it."
13 Then GOD will reach into the north
and destroy Assyria. He will waste
Nineveh, leave her dry and treeless as a
desert.
14 The ghost town of a city, the haunt
of wild animals, Nineveh will be home
to raccoons and coyotes--they'll bed
down in its ruins. Owls will hoot in
the windows, ravens will croak in the
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doorways--all that fancy woodwork now
a perch for birds.
15 Can this be the famous Fun City
that had it made, That boasted, "I'm
the Number-One City! I'm King of the
Mountain!" So why is the place deserted,
a lair for wild animals? Passersby hardly
give it a look; they dismiss it with a
gesture.

3 1Doom to the rebellious city, the
home of oppressors--Sewer City!

2 The city that wouldn't take advice,
wouldn't accept correc on, Wouldn't
trust GOD, wouldn't even get close to
her own god!
3Her very own leaders are rapacious
lions, Her judges are rapacious mber
wolves out every morning prowling for a
fresh kill.
4Her prophets are out for what they
can get. They're opportunists--you can't
trust them. Her priests desecrate the
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Sanctuary. They use God's law as a
weapon to maim and kill souls.
5 Yet GOD remains righteous in her
midst, untouched by the evil. He stays
at it, day a er day, me ng out jus ce.
At evening he's s ll at it, strong as
ever. But evil men and women, without
conscience and without shame, persist
in evil.
6 "So I cut off the godless na ons. I
knocked down their defense posts, Filled
her roads with rubble so no one could
get through. Her ci es were bombed-out
ruins, unlivable and unlived in.
7 "I thought, 'Surely she'll honor me
now, acceptmy discipline and correc on,
Find a way of escape from the trouble
she's in, find relief from the punishment
I'm bringing.' But it didn't faze her. Bright
and early she was up at it again, doing
the same old things.
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8 "Well, if that's what you want, s ck
around." GOD's Decree. "Your day in
court is coming, but remember I'll be
there to bring evidence. I'll bring all the
na ons to the courtroom, round up all
the kingdoms, And let them feel the
brunt of my anger, my raging wrath. My
zeal is a fire that will purge and purify
the earth.
9 "In the end I will turn things around
for the people. I'll give them a language
undistorted, unpolluted, Words to
address GOD in worship and, united,
to serve me with their shoulders to the
wheel.
10 They'll come from beyond the
Ethiopian rivers, they'll come praying--
All my sca ered, exiled people will come
home with offerings for worship.
11 You'll no longer have to be ashamed
of all those acts of rebellion. I'll have
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go en rid of your arrogant leaders. No
more pious stru ng on my holy hill!
12 I'll leave a core of people among you
who are poor in spirit--What's le of
Israel that's really Israel. They'll make
their home in GOD.
13 This core holy people will not do
wrong. They won't lie, won't use words
to fla er or seduce. Content with who
they are and where they are, unanxious,
they'll live at peace."
14 So sing, Daughter Zion! Raise the
ra ers, Israel! Daughter Jerusalem, be
happy! celebrate!
15GOD has reversed his judgments
against you and sent your enemies off
chasing their tails. From now on, GOD
is Israel's king, in charge at the center.
There's nothing to fear from evil ever
again!
16 Jerusalem will be told: "Don't be
afraid. Dear Zion, don't despair.
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17 Your GOD is present among you, a
strong Warrior there to save you. Happy
to have you back, he'll calm you with his
love and delight you with his songs.
18 "The accumulated sorrows of your
exile will dissipate. I, your God, will get
rid of them for you. You've carried those
burdens long enough.
19At the same me, I'll get rid of all
those who've made your life miserable.
I'll heal the maimed; I'll bring home the
homeless. In the very countries where
they were hated they will be venerated.
20On Judgment Day I'll bring you back
home--a great family gathering! You'll be
famous and honored all over the world.
You'll see it with your own eyes--all those
painful par ngs turned into reunions!"
GOD's Promise.



Haggai

1 1On the first day of the sixth month
of the second year in the reign of

King Darius of Persia, GOD's Message
was delivered by the prophet Haggai
to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel
son of Sheal el, and to the high priest,
Joshua son of Jehozadak:
2A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "The people procras nate. They
say this isn't the right me to rebuild my
Temple, the Temple of GOD."
3 Shortly a er that, GOD said more and
Haggai spoke it:
4 "How is it that it's the 'right me' for
you to live in your fine new homes while
the Home, GOD's Temple, is in ruins?"
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5And then a li le later, GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies spoke out again: "Take a
good, hard look at your life. Think it over.
6 You have spent a lot of money, but you
haven't much to show for it. You keep
filling your plates, but you never get
filled up. You keep drinking and drinking
and drinking, but you're always thirsty.
You put on layer a er layer of clothes,
but you can't get warm. And the people
who work for you, what are they ge ng
out of it? Not much--a leaky, rusted-out
bucket, that's what.
7 That's why GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
said: "Take a good, hard look at your life.
Think it over."
8 Then GOD said: "Here's what I want
you to do: Climb into the hills and cut
some mber. Bring it down and rebuild
the Temple. Do it just for me. Honor me.
9 You've had great ambi ons for
yourselves, but nothing has come of it.
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The li le you have brought to my Temple
I've blown away--there was nothing to
it. "And why?" (This is a Message from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, remember.)
"Because while you've run around,
caught up with taking care of your own
houses, my Home is in ruins.
10 That's why. Because of your
s nginess. And so I've given you a dry
summer and a skimpy crop.
11 I've matched your ght-fisted
s nginess by decreeing a season
of drought, drying up fields and hills,
withering gardens and orchards, stun ng
vegetables and fruit. Nothing--not man
or woman, not animal or crop--is going
to thrive."
12 Then the governor, Zerubbabel son
of Sheal el, and the high priest, Joshua
son of Jehozadak, and all the people
with them listened, really listened, to
the voice of their GOD. When GOD sent
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the prophet Haggai to them, they paid
a en on to him. In listening to Haggai,
they honored GOD.
13 Then Haggai, GOD's messenger,
preached GOD's Message to the people:
"I am with you!" GOD's Word.
14 This is how GOD got Zerubbabel,
Joshua, and all the people moving--
got them working on the Temple of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
15 This happened on the twenty-fourth
day of the sixth month in the second
year of King Darius.

2 1On the twenty-first day of the
seventh month, the Word of GOD

came through the prophet Haggai: "Tell
Governor Zerubbabel son of Sheal el
and High Priest Joshua son of Jehozadak
2 and all the people:
3 'Is there anyone here who saw
the Temple the way it used to be, all
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glorious? And what do you see now?
Not much, right?
4 "'So get to work, Zerubbabel!'--GOD is
speaking. "'Get to work, Joshua son of
Jehozadak--high priest!' "'Get to work,
all you people!'--GOD is speaking. "'Yes,
get to work! For I am with you.' The
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies is speaking!
5 'Put into ac on the word I covenanted
with you when you le Egypt. I'm living
and breathing among you right now.
Don't be mid. Don't hold back.'
6 "This is what GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies said: 'Before you know it, I will
shake up sky and earth, ocean and fields.
7And I'll shake down all the godless
na ons. They'll bring bushels of wealth
and I will fill this Temple with splendor.'
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says so.
8 'I own the silver, I own the gold.'
Decree of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
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9 "'This Temple is going to end up far
be er than it started out, a glorious
beginning but an even more glorious
finish: a place in which I will hand out
wholeness and holiness.' Decree of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies."
10On the twenty-fourth day of the
ninth month (again, this was in the
second year of Darius), GOD's Message
came to Haggai:
11 "GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies speaks:
Consult the priests for a ruling.
12 If someone carries a piece of sacred
meat in his pocket, meat that is set apart
for sacrifice on the altar, and the pocket
touches a loaf of bread, a dish of stew, a
bo le of wine or oil, or any other food,
will these foods be made holy by such
contact?" The priests said, "No."
13 Then Haggai said, "How about
someone who is contaminated by
touching a corpse--if that person
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touches one of these foods, will it be
contaminated?" The priests said, "Yes, it
will be contaminated."
14 Then Haggai said, "'So, this people
is contaminated. Their na on is
contaminated. Everything they do is
contaminated. Whatever they do for me
is contaminated.' GOD says so.
15 "'Think back. Before you set out to
lay the first founda on stones for the
rebuilding of my Temple,
16 how did it go with you? Isn't it true
that your foot-dragging, hal earted
efforts at rebuilding the Temple of GOD
were reflected in a sluggish, halfway
return on your crops--half the grain you
were used to ge ng, half the wine?
17 I hit you with drought and blight
and hail. Everything you were doing got
hit. But it didn't seem to faze you. You
con nued to ignore me.' GOD's Decree.
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18 "'Now think ahead from this same
date--this twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month. Think ahead from when the
Temple rebuilding was launched.
19Has anything in your fields--vine, fig
tree, pomegranate, olive tree--failed to
flourish? From now on you can count on
a blessing.'"
20GOD's Message came a second me
to Haggai on that most memorable
day, the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month:
21 "Speak to Zerubbabel, the governor
of Judah: "'I am about to shake up
everything, to turn everything upside
down and start over from top to
bo om--
22 overthrow governments, destroy
foreign powers, dismantle the world of
weapons and armaments, throw armies
into confusion, so that they end up
killing one another.
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23And on that day'"--this is GOD's
Message--"'I will take you, O Zerubbabel
son of Sheal el, as my personal servant
and I will set you as a signet ring, the sign
of my sovereign presence and authority.
I've looked over the field and chosen
you for this work.'" The Message of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.



Zechariah

1 1 In the eighth month of the second
year in the reign of Darius, GOD's

Message came to the prophet Zechariah
son of Berechiah, son of Iddo:
2 "GOD was very angry with your
ancestors.
3 So give to the people this Message
from GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies: 'Come
back to me and I'll come back to you.
4Don't be like your parents. The
old- me prophets called out to them,
"A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: Leave your evil life. Quit your evil
prac ces." But they ignored everything
I said to them, stubbornly refused to
listen.'
5 "And where are your ancestors now?
Dead and buried. And the prophets
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who preached to them? Also dead
and buried. But the Message that my
servants the prophets spoke, that isn't
dead and buried.
6 That Message did its work on your
ancestors, did it not? It woke them up
and they came back, saying, 'He did
what he said he would do, sure enough.
We didn't get by with a thing.'"
7On the twenty-fourth day of the
eleventh month in the second year of
the reign of Darius, the Message of GOD
was given to the prophet Zechariah son
of Berechiah, son of Iddo:
8One night I looked out and saw a
man astride a red horse. He was in
the shadows in a grove of birches.
Behind him were more horses--a red, a
chestnut, and a white.
9 I said, "Sir, what are these horses
doing here? What's the meaning of
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this?" The Angel-Messenger said, "Let
me show you."
10 Then the rider in the birch grove
spoke up, "These are the riders that GOD
sent to check things out on earth."
11 They reported their findings to the
Angel of GOD in the birch grove: "We
have looked over the whole earth and all
is well. Everything's under control."
12 The Angel of GOD reported back, "O
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, how long are
you going to stay angry with Jerusalem
and the ci es of Judah? When are you
going to let up? Isn't seventy years long
enough?"
13GOD reassured the Angel-Messenger-
-good words, comfor ng words--
14who then addressed me: "Tell
them this. Tell them that GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies has spoken. This is GOD's
Message: 'I care deeply for Jerusalem
and Zion. I feel very possessive of them.
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15 But I'm thoroughly angry with the
godless na ons that act as if they own
the whole world. I was only moderately
angry earlier, but now they've gone too
far. I'm going into ac on.
16 "'I've come back to Jerusalem, but
with compassion this me.' This is GOD
speaking. 'I'll see to it that my Temple is
rebuilt.' A Decree of GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies! 'The rebuilding opera on is
already staked out.'
17 Say it again--a Decree of GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies: 'My ci es will prosper
again, GOD will comfort Zion again,
Jerusalem will be back in my favor
again.'"
18 I looked up, and was surprised by
another vision: four horns!
19 I asked the Messenger-Angel, "And
what's the meaning of this?" He said,
"These are the powers that have



ZECHARIAH 1–2 5
sca ered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem
abroad."
20 Then GOD expanded the vision to
include four blacksmiths.
21 I asked, "And what are these all
about?" He said, "Since the 'horns'
sca ered Judah so badly that no one had
any hope le , these blacksmiths have
arrived to combat the horns. They'll
dehorn the godless na ons who used
their horns to sca er Judah to the four
winds."

2 1 I looked up and was surprised to
see a man holding a tape measure in

his hand.
2 I said, "What are you up to?" "I'm on
my way," he said, "to survey Jerusalem,
to measure its width and length."
3 Just then the Messenger-Angel on his
way out met another angel coming in
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4 and said, "Run! Tell the Surveyor,
'Jerusalem will burst its walls--burs ng
with people, burs ng with animals.
5And I'll be right there with her'--GOD's
Decree--'a wall of fire around unwalled
Jerusalem and a radiant presence
within.'"
6 "Up on your feet! Get out of there--
and now!" GOD says so. "Return from
your far exile. I sca ered you to the four
winds." GOD's Decree.
7 "Escape from Babylon, Zion, and come
home--now!"
8GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the One
of Glory who sent me on my mission,
commen ng on the godless na ons who
stripped you and le you homeless, said,
"Anyone who hits you, hits me--bloodies
my nose, blackens my eye.
9 Yes, and at the right me I'll give
the signal and they'll be stripped and
thrown out by their own servants."
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Then you'll know for sure that GOD-
of-the-Angel-Armies sent me on this
mission.
10 "Shout and celebrate, Daughter of
Zion! I'm on my way. I'm moving into
your neighborhood!" GOD's Decree.
11Many godless na ons will be linked
up with GOD at that me. ("They will
become my family! I'll live in their
homes!") And then you'll know for sure
that GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies sent me
on this mission.
12GOD will reclaim his Judah
inheritance in the Holy Land. He'll again
make clear that Jerusalem is his choice.
13Quiet, everyone! Shh! Silence before
GOD. Something's afoot in his holy
house. He's on the move!

3 1Next the Messenger-Angel showed
me the high priest Joshua. He was

standing before GOD's Angel where the
Accuser showed up to accuse him.
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2 Then GOD said to the Accuser, "I, GOD,
rebuke you, Accuser! I rebuke you and
choose Jerusalem. Surprise! Everything
is going up in flames, but I reach in and
pull out Jerusalem!"
3 Joshua, standing before the angel,
was dressed in dirty clothes.
4 The angel spoke to his a endants,
"Get him out of those filthy clothes," and
then said to Joshua, "Look, I've stripped
you of your sin and dressed you up in
clean clothes."
5 I spoke up and said, "How about a
clean new turban for his head also?"
And they did it--put a clean new turban
on his head. Then they finished dressing
him, with GOD's Angel looking on.
6GOD's Angel then charged Joshua,
7 "Orders from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: 'If you live the way I tell you
and remain obedient in my service,
then you'll make the decisions around
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here and oversee my affairs. And all my
a endants standing here will be at your
service.
8 "'Careful, High Priest Joshua--both
you and your friends si ng here with
you, for your friends are in on this,
too! Here's what I'm doing next: I'm
introducing my servant Branch.
9And note this: This stone that I'm
placing before Joshua, a single stone
with seven eyes'--Decree of GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies--'I'll engrave with these
words: "I'll strip this land of its filthy sin,
all at once, in a single day."
10 "'At that me, everyone will get
along with one another, with friendly
visits across the fence, friendly visits on
one another's porches.'"

4 1 The Messenger-Angel again called
me to a en on. It was like being

wakened out of deep sleep.
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2He said, "What do you see?" I
answered, "I see a lampstand of solid
gold with a bowl on top. Seven lamps,
each with seven spouts, are set on the
bowl.
3And there are two olive trees, one on
either side of the bowl."
4 Then I asked the Messenger-Angel,
"What does this mean, sir?"
5 The Messenger-Angel said, "Can't you
tell?" "No, sir," I said. Then he said,
6 "This is GOD's Message to Zerubbabel:
'You can't force these things. They only
come about through my Spirit,' says
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
7 'So, big mountain, who do you
think you are? Next to Zerubbabel
you're nothing but a molehill. He'll
proceed to set the Cornerstone in place,
accompanied by cheers: Yes! Yes! Do it!'"
8A er that, the Word of GOD came to
me:
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9 "Zerubbabel started rebuilding
this Temple and he will complete it.
That will be your confirma on that
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies sent me to
you.
10Does anyone dare despise this day of
small beginnings? They'll change their
tune when they see Zerubbabel se ng
the last stone in place!" Going back to
the vision, the Messenger-Angel said,
"The seven lamps are the eyes of GOD
probing the dark corners of the world
like searchlights."
11 "And the two olive trees on either
side of the lampstand?" I asked. "What's
the meaning of them?
12And while you're at it, the two
branches of the olive trees that feed oil
to the lamps--what do they mean?"
13He said, "You haven't figured that
out?" I said, "No, sir."
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14He said, "These are the two who
stand beside the Master of the whole
earth and supply golden lamp oil
worldwide."

5 1 I looked up again and saw--
surprise!--a book on the wing! A

book flying!
2 The Messenger-Angel said to me,
"What do you see now?" I said, "I see a
book flying, a huge book--thirty feet long
and fi een wide!"
3He told me, "This book is the verdict
going out worldwide against thieves and
liars. The first half of the book disposes
of everyone who steals; the second half
takes care of everyone who lies.
4 I launched it"--Decree of GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies--"and so it will fly into the
house of every thief and every liar. It will
land in each house and tear it down,
mbers and stones."
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5 The Messenger-Angel appeared and
said, "Look up. Tell me what you see."
6 I said, "What in the world is that?"
He said, "This is a bushel basket on a
journey. It holds the sin of everyone,
everywhere."
7 Then the lid made of lead was
removed from the basket--and there was
a woman si ng in it!
8He said, "This is Miss Wicked." He
pushed her back down into the basket
and clamped the lead lid over her.
9 Then I looked up and to my surprise
saw two women flying. On outstretched
wings they airli ed the bushel basket
into the sky.
10 I said to the Messenger-Angel,
"Where are they taking the bushel
basket?"
11He said, "East to the land of Shinar.
They will build a garage to house it.
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When it's finished, the basket will be
stored there."

6 1Once again I looked up--another
strange sight! Four chariots charging

out from between two mountains. The
mountains were bronze.
2 The first chariot was drawn by red
horses, the second chariot by black
horses,
3 the third chariot by white horses, and
the fourth chariot by dappled horses. All
the horses were powerful.
4 I asked the Messenger-Angel, "Sir,
what's the meaning here?"
5 The angel answered, "These are the
four winds of heaven, which originate
with the Master of the whole earth.
6 The black horses are headed north
with the white ones right a er them.
The dappled horses are headed south."
7 The powerful horses galloped out,
burs ng with energy, eager to patrol
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through the earth. The Messenger-Angel
commanded: "On your way! Survey
the earth!" and they were off in every
direc on.
8 Then he called to me and said, "Look
at them go! The ones going north are
conveying a sense of my Spirit, serene
and secure. No more trouble from that
direc on."
9 Then this Message from GOD came to
me:
10 "Take up a collec on from the exiles.
Target Heldai, Tobiah, and Jedaiah.
They've just arrived from Babylon. You'll
find them at the home of Josiah son of
Zephaniah.
11 Collect silver and gold from them and
fashion crowns. Place one on the head of
Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
12 and give him this message: "'A
Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies. Be alert. We have a man here
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whose name is Branch. He will branch
out from where he is and build the
Temple of GOD.
13 Yes, he's the one. He'll build the
Temple of GOD. Then he'll assume the
role of royalty, take his place on the
throne and rule--a priest si ng on the
throne!--showing that king and priest
can coexist in harmony.'
14 "The other crown will be in the
Temple of GOD as a symbol of royalty,
under the custodial care of Helem,
Tobiah, Jedaiah, and Hen son of
Zephaniah.
15 "People will come from faraway
places to pitch in and rebuild the
Temple of GOD. This will confirm that
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies did, in fact,
send me to you. All this follows as you
put your minds to a life of responsive
obedience to the voice of your GOD."
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7 1On the fourth day of the ninth
month, in the fourth year of the

reign of King Darius, GOD's Message
again came to Zechariah.
2 The town of Bethel had sent a
delega on headed by Sarezer and
Regem-Melech to pray for GOD's
blessing
3 and to confer with the priests of the
Temple of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
and also with the prophets. They posed
this ques on: "Should we plan for a
day of mourning and abs nence next
August, the seven eth anniversary of
Jerusalem's fall, as we have been doing
all these years?"
4GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies gave me
this Message for them,
5 for all the people and for the priests:
"When you held days of fas ng every
fi h and seventh month all these
seventy years, were you doing it for me?
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6And when you held feasts, was that
for me? Hardly. You're interested in
religion, I'm interested in people.
7 "There's nothing new to say on
the subject. Don't you s ll have the
message of the earlier prophets from
the me when Jerusalem was s ll a
thriving, bustling city and the outlying
countryside, the Negev and Shephelah,
was populated?
8 [[This is the message that GOD gave
Zechariah.]]
9Well, the message hasn't changed.
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies said then and
says now: "'Treat one another justly.
Love your neighbors. Be compassionate
with each other.
10Don't take advantage of widows,
orphans, visitors, and the poor.
Don't plot and scheme against one
another--that's evil.'
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11 "But did your ancestors listen? No,
they set their jaws in defiance. They shut
their ears.
12 They steeled themselves against
GOD's revela on and the Spirit-filled
sermons preached by the earlier
prophets by order of GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies. And GOD became angry, really
angry,
13 because he told them everything
plainly and they wouldn't listen to
a word he said. "So [[this is what
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies said]] if they
won't listen to me, I won't listen to them.
14 I sca ered them to the four winds.
They ended up strangers wherever they
were. Their 'promised land' became
a vacant lot--weeds and n cans and
thistles. Not a sign of life. They turned a
dreamland into a wasteland."

8 1And then these Messages from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies: A
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Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies:
2 "I am zealous for Zion--I [care]! I'm
angry about Zion--I'm [involved]!" GOD's
Message:
3 "I've come back to Zion, I've moved
back to Jerusalem. Jerusalem's new
names will be Truth City, and Mountain
of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, and Mount
Holiness."
4A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "Old men and old women will
come back to Jerusalem, sit on benches
on the streets and spin tales, move
around safely with their canes--a good
city to grow old in.
5And boys and girls will fill the public
parks, laughing and playing--a good city
to grow up in."
6A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "Do the problems of returning
and rebuilding by just a few survivors
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seem too much? But is anything too
much for me? Not if I have my say."
7A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "I'll collect my people from
countries to the east and countries to
the west.
8 I'll bring them back and move them
into Jerusalem. They'll be my people
and I'll be their God. I'll s ck with them
and do right by them." A Message from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies:
9 "Get a grip on things. Hold ght, you
who are listening to what I say through
the preaching of the prophets. The
Temple of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies has
been reestablished. The Temple is being
rebuilt.
10We've come through a hard me:
You worked for a pi ance and were lucky
to get that; the streets were dangerous;
you could never let down your guard;
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I had turned the world into an armed
camp.
11 "But things have changed. I'm taking
the side of my core of surviving people:
12 Sowing and harves ng will resume,
Vines will grow grapes, Gardens will
flourish, Dew and rain will make
everything green. "My core survivors will
get everything they need--and more.
13 You've go en a reputa on as a
bad-news people, you people of Judah
and Israel, but I'm coming to save you.
From now on, you're the good-news
people. Don't be afraid. Keep a firm grip
on what I'm doing."
14A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "In the same way that I decided
to punish youwhen your ancestors made
me angry, and didn't pull my punches,
15 at this me I've decided to bless
Jerusalem and the country of Judah.
Don't be afraid.
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16And now here's what I want you to
do: Tell the truth, the whole truth, when
you speak. Do the right thing by one
another, both personally and in your
courts.
17Don't cook up plans to take unfair
advantage of others. Don't do or say
what isn't so. I hate all that stuff. Keep
your lives simple and honest." Decree of
GOD.
18Again I received a Message from
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies:
19 "The days of mourning set for the
fourth, fi h, seventh, and tenth months
will be turned into days of feas ng for
Judah--celebra on and holiday. Embrace
truth! Love peace!"
20A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "People and their leaders will
come from all over to see what's going
on.
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21 The leaders will confer with one
another: 'Shouldn't we try to get in on
this? Get in on GOD's blessings? Pray
to GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies? What's
keeping us? Let's go!'
22 "Lots of people, powerful na ons-
-they'll come to Jerusalem looking for
what they can get from GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, looking to get a blessing
from GOD."
23A Message from GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies: "At that me, ten men speaking
a variety of languages will grab the
sleeve of one Jew, hold ght, and say,
'Let us go with you. We've heard that
God is with you.'"

9 1War Bulle n: GOD's Message
challenges the country of Hadrach.

It will se le on Damascus. The whole
world has its eyes on GOD. Israel isn't
the only one.
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2 That includes Hamath at the border,
and Tyre and Sidon, clever as they think
they are.
3 Tyre has put together quite a kingdom
for herself; she has stacked up silver like
cordwood, piled gold high as haystacks.
4 But God will certainly bankrupt her;
he will dump all that wealth into the
ocean and burn up what's le in a big
fire.
5Ashkelon will see it and panic, Gaza
will wring its hands, Ekron will face a
dead end. Gaza's king will die. Ashkelon
will be emp ed out,
6And a villain will take over in Ashdod.
"I'll take proud Philis a down a peg:
7 I'll make him spit out his bloody booty
and abandon his vile ways." What's le
will be all God's--a core of survivors, a
family brought together in Judah--But
enemies like Ekron will go the way of the
Jebusites, into the dustbin of history.
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8 "I will set up camp inmy home country
and defend it against invaders. Nobody
is going to hurt my people ever again.
I'm keeping my eye on them.
9 "Shout and cheer, Daughter Zion!
Raise the roof, Daughter Jerusalem! Your
king is coming! a good king who makes
all things right, a humble king riding a
donkey, a mere colt of a donkey.
10 I've had it with war--no more chariots
in Ephraim, no more war horses in
Jerusalem, no more swords and spears,
bows and arrows. He will offer peace to
the na ons, a peaceful rule worldwide,
from the four winds to the seven seas.
11 "And you, because of my blood
covenant with you, I'll release your
prisoners from their hopeless cells.
12 Come home, hope-filled prisoners!
This very day I'm declaring a double
bonus--everything you lost returned
twice-over!
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13 Judah is now my weapon, the bow I'll
pull, se ng Ephraim as an arrow to the
string. I'll wake up your sons, O Zion, to
counter your sons, O Greece. From now
on people are my swords."
14 Then GOD will come into view, his
arrows flashing like lightning! Master
GOD will blast his trumpet and set out in
a whirlwind.
15GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies will
protect them--all-out war, The war to
end all wars, no holds barred.
16 Their GOD will save the day. He'll
rescue them. They'll become like sheep,
gentle and so , Or like gemstones in a
crown, catching all the colors of the sun.
17 Then how they'll shine! shimmer!
glow! the young men robust, the young
women lovely!

10 1 Pray to GOD for rain--it's me
for the spring rain--to GOD, the
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rainmaker, Spring thunderstorm maker,
maker of grain and barley.
2 "Store-bought gods babble gibberish.
Religious experts spout rubbish. They
pon ficate hot air. Their prescrip ons
are nothing but smoke. And so the
people wander like lost sheep, poor lost
sheep without a shepherd.
3 I'm furious with the so-called
shepherds. They're worse than billy
goats, and I'll treat them like goats."
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies will step in
and take care of his flock, the people
of Judah. He'll revive their spirits, make
them proud to be on God's side.
4God will use them in his work of
rebuilding, use them as founda ons
and pillars, Use them as tools and
instruments, use them to oversee his
work.
5 They'll be a workforce to be proud
of, working as one, their heads held
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high, striding through swamps and mud,
Courageous and vigorous because GOD
is with them, undeterred by the world's
thugs.
6 "I'll put muscle in the people of Judah;
I'll save the people of Joseph. I know
their pain and will make them good
as new. They'll get a fresh start, as if
nothing had ever happened. And why?
Because I am their very own GOD, I'll do
what needs to be done for them.
7 The people of Ephraim will be famous,
their lives brimming with joy. Their
children will get in on it, too--oh, let
them feel blessed by GOD!
8 I'll whistle and they'll all come
running. I've set them free--oh, how
they'll flourish!
9 Even though I sca ered them to the
far corners of earth, they'll remember
me in the faraway places. They'll keep
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the story alive in their children, and they
will come back.
10 I'll bring them back from the Egyp an
west and round them up from the
Assyrian east. I'll bring them back to
sweet Gilead, back to leafy Lebanon.
Every square foot of land will be marked
by homecoming.
11 They'll sail through troubled seas,
brush aside brash ocean waves. Roaring
rivers will turn to a trickle. Gaudy
Assyria will be stripped bare, bully Egypt
exposed as a fraud.
12 But my people--oh, I'll make them
strong, GOD-strong! and they'll live my
way." GOD says so!

11 1Open your borders to the
immigrants, proud Lebanon! Your

sen nel trees will burn.
2Weep, great pine trees! Mourn, you
sister cedars! Your towering trees are
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cordwood. Weep Bashan oak trees! Your
thick forest is now a field of stumps.
3Do you hear the wailing of shepherds?
They've lost everything they once
owned. Do you hear the outrage of the
lions? The mighty jungle of the Jordan is
wasted.
4Make room for the returning exiles!
GOD commanded me, "Shepherd the
sheep that are soon to be slaughtered.
5 The people who buy themwill butcher
them for quick and easy money. What's
worse, they'll get away with it. The
people who sell them will say, 'Lucky
me! God's on my side; I've got it made!'
They have shepherds who couldn't care
less about them."
6GOD's Decree: "I'm washing my hands
of the people of this land. From now on
they're all on their own. It's dog-eat-dog,
survival of the fi est, and the devil take
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the hindmost. Don't look for help from
me."
7 So I took over from the crass, money-
grubbing owners, and shepherded the
sheep marked for slaughter. I got myself
two shepherd staffs. I named one Lovely
and the other Harmony. Then I went to
work shepherding the sheep.
8Within a month I got rid of the corrupt
shepherds. I got red of pu ng up with
them--and they couldn't stand me.
9And then I got red of the sheep
and said, "I've had it with you--no more
shepherding from me. If you die, you
die; if you're a acked, you're a acked.
Whoever survives can eat what's le ."
10 Then I took the staff named Lovely
and broke it across my knee, breaking
the beau ful covenant I had made with
all the peoples.
11 In one stroke, both staff and covenant
were broken. The money-hungry owners
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saw me do it and knew GOD was behind
it.
12 Then I addressed them: "Pay me
what you think I'm worth." They paid
me an insul ng sum, coun ng out thirty
silver coins.
13GOD told me, "Throw it in the poor
box." This s ngy wage was all they
thought of me and my work! So I took
the thirty silver coins and threw them
into the poor box in GOD's Temple.
14 Then I broke the other staff, Harmony,
across my knee, breaking the concord
between Judah and Israel.
15GOD then said, "Dress up like a stupid
shepherd.
16 I'm going to install just such a
shepherd in this land--a shepherd
indifferent to vic ms, who ignores the
lost, abandons the injured, and disdains
decent ci zens. He'll only be in it for
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what he can get out of it, using and
abusing any and all.
17 "Doom to you, useless shepherd,
walking off and leaving the sheep! A
curse on your arm! A curse on your right
eye! Your armwill hang limp and useless.
Your right eye will go stone blind."

12 1War Bulle n: GOD's Message
concerning Israel, GOD's Decree--

the very GOD who threw the skies into
space, set earth on a firm founda on,
and breathed his own life into men and
women:
2 "Watch for this: I'm about to turn
Jerusalem into a cup of strong drink that
will have the people who have set siege
to Judah and Jerusalem staggering in a
drunken stupor.
3 "On the Big Day, I'll turn Jerusalem
into a huge stone blocking the way for
everyone. All who try to li it will rupture



ZECHARIAH 12 35
themselves. All the pagan na ons will
come together and try to get rid of it.
4 "On the Big Day"--this is GOD
speaking--"I'll throw all the war horses
into a crazed panic, and their riders
along with them. But I'll keep my eye on
Judah, watching out for her at the same
me that I make the enemy horses go

blind.
5 The families of Judah will then realize,
'Why, our leaders are strong and able
through GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, their
personal God.'
6 "On the Big Day, I'll turn the families
of Judah into something like a burning
match in a nder-dry forest, like a
fiercely flaming torch in a barn full of
hay. They'll burn up everything and
everyone in sight--people to the right,
people to the le --while Jerusalem fills
up with people moving in and making
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themselves at home--home again in
Jerusalem.
7 "I, GOD, will begin by restoring the
common households of Judah so that
the glory of David's family and the
leaders in Jerusalem won't overshadow
the ordinary people in Judah.
8On the Big Day, I'll look a er everyone
who lives in Jerusalem so that the
lowliest, weakest person will be as
glorious as David and the family of David
itself will be godlike, like the Angel of
GOD leading the people.
9 "On the Big Day, I'll make a clean
sweep of all the godless na ons that
fought against Jerusalem.
10 "Next I'll deal with the family of
David and those who live in Jerusalem.
I'll pour a spirit of grace and prayer over
them. They'll then be able to recognize
me as the One they so grievously
wounded--that piercing spear-thrust!
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And they'll weep--oh, how they'll weep!
Deep mourning as of a parent grieving
the loss of the firstborn child.
11 The lamenta on in Jerusalem that
day will be massive, as famous as the
lamenta on over Hadad-Rimmon on the
fields of Megiddo:
12 Everyone will weep and grieve, the
land and everyone in it: The family of
David off by itself and their women off
by themselves; The family of Nathan
off by itself and their women off by
themselves;
13 The family of Levi off by itself and
their women off by themselves; The
family of Shimei off by itself and their
women off by themselves;
14And all the rest of the families off
by themselves and their women off by
themselves.

13 1 "On the Big Day, a fountain will
be opened for the family of David
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and all the leaders of Jerusalem for
washing away their sins, for scrubbing
their stained and soiled lives clean.
2 "On the Big Day"--this is GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies speaking--"I will wipe
out the store-bought gods, erase their
names from memory. People will forget
they ever heard of them. And I'll get rid
of the prophets who polluted the air
with their diseased words.
3 If anyone dares persist in spreading
diseased, pollu ng words, his very own
parents will step in and say, 'That's it!
You're finished! Your lies about GOD put
everyone in danger,' and then they'll
stab him to death in the very act of
prophesying lies about GOD--his own
parents, mind you!
4 "On the Big Day, the lying prophets
will be publicly exposed and humiliated.
Then they'll wish they'd never swindled
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people with their 'visions.' No more
masquerading in prophet clothes.
5 But they'll deny they've even heard of
such things: 'Me, a prophet? Not me. I'm
a farmer--grew up on the farm.'
6And if someone says, 'And so where
did you get that black eye?' they'll say, 'I
ran into a door at a friend's house.'
7 "Sword, get moving against my
shepherd, against my close associate!"
Decree of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
"Kill the shepherd! Sca er the sheep!
The back of my hand against even the
lambs!
8All across the country"--GOD's
Decree--"two-thirds will be devastated
and one-third survive.
9 I'll deliver the surviving third to the
refinery fires. I'll refine them as silver is
refined, test them for purity as gold is
tested. Then they'll pray to me by name
and I'll answer them personally. I'll say,
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'That's my people.' They'll say, 'GOD--my
God!'"

14 1Note well: GOD's Judgment Day
is on the way: "Plunder will be

piled high and handed out.
2 I'm bringing all the godless na ons
to war against Jerusalem--Houses
plundered, women raped, Half the
city taken into exile, the other half le
behind."
3 But then GOD will march out against
the godless na ons and fight--a great
war!
4 That's the Day he'll take his stand on
the Mount of Olives, facing Jerusalem
from the east. The Mount of Olives will
be split right down the middle, from east
to west, leaving a wide valley. Half the
mountain will shi north, the other half
south.
5 Then you will run for your lives down
the valley, your escape route that will
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take you all the way to Azal. You'll run
for your lives, just as you ran on the day
of the great earthquake in the days of
Uzziah, king of Judah. Then my GOD will
arrive and all the holy angels with him.
6What a Day that will be! No more cold
nights--in fact, no more nights!
7 The Day is coming--the ming is
GOD's--when it will be con nuous day.
Every evening will be a fresh morning.
8What a Day that will be! Fresh flowing
rivers out of Jerusalem, half to the
eastern sea, half to the western sea,
flowing year-round, summer and winter!
9GOD will be king over all the earth,
one GOD and only one. What a Day that
will be!
10 The land will stretch out spaciously
around Jerusalem--to Geba in the
north and Rimmon in the south, with
Jerusalem towering at the center,
and the commanding city gates--Gate
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of Benjamin to First Gate to Corner
Gate to Hananel Tower to the Royal
Winery--ringing the city
11 full of people. Never again will
Jerusalem be totally destroyed. From
now on it will be a safe city.
12 But this is what will happen to all who
fought against Jerusalem: GOD will visit
them with a terrible plague. People's
flesh will rot off their bones while they
are walking around; their eyes will rot in
their sockets and their tongues in their
mouths; people will be dying on their
feet!
13Mass hysteria when that happens--
total panic! Fellow soldiers figh ng and
killing each other--holy terror!
14And then Judah will jump into the
fray! Treasures from all the na ons will
be piled high--gold, silver, the latest
fashions.
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15 The plague will also hit the animals-
-horses, mules, camels, donkeys.
Everything alive in the military camps
will be hit by the plague.
16All the survivors from the godless
na ons that fought against Jerusalem
will travel to Jerusalem every year to
worship the King, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, and celebrate the Feast of
Booths.
17 If any of these survivors fail to make
the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem to
worship the King, GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies, there will be no rain.
18 If the Egyp ans don't make the
pilgrimage and worship, there will be no
rain for them. Every na on that does not
go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths
will be hit with the plague.
19 Egypt and any other na on that does
not make pilgrimage to celebrate the
Feast of Booths gets punished.
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20On that Day, the Big Day, all the
horses' harness bells will be inscribed
"Holy to GOD." The cooking pots in the
Temple of GOD will be as sacred as
chalices and plates on the altar.
21 In fact, all the pots and pans in all
the kitchens of Jerusalem and Judah will
be holy to GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
People who come to worship, preparing
meals and sacrifices, will use them.
On that Big Day there will be no
buying or selling in the Temple of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.



Malachi

1 1A Message. GOD's Word to Israel
through Malachi:

2GOD said, "I love you." You replied,
"Really? How have you loved us?" "Look
at history" (this is GOD's answer). "Look
at how differently I've treated you,
Jacob, from Esau: I loved Jacob
3 and hated Esau. I reduced preten ous
Esau to a molehill, turned his whole
country into a ghost town."
4When Edom (Esau) said, "We've been
knocked down, but we'll get up and start
over, good as new," GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies said, "Just try it and see how far
you get. When I knock you down, you
stay down. People will take one look
at you and say, 'Land of Evil!' and 'the
GOD-cursed tribe!'
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5 "Yes, take a good look. Then you'll see
how faithfully I've loved you and you'll
want even more, saying, 'May GOD be
even greater, beyond the borders of
Israel!'
6 "Isn't it true that a son honors his
father and a worker his master? So if
I'm your Father, where's the honor? If
I'm your Master, where's the respect?"
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies is calling you
on the carpet: "You priests despise me!
"You say, 'Not so! How do we despise
you?' "By your shoddy, sloppy, defiling
worship. "You ask, 'What do you mean,
"defiling"? What's defiling about it?'
7 "When you say, 'The altar of GOD is
not important anymore; worship of GOD
is no longer a priority,' that's defiling.
8And when you offer worthless animals
for sacrifices in worship, animals that
you're trying to get rid of--blind and sick
and crippled animals--isn't that defiling?
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Try a trick like that with your banker or
your senator--how far do you think it will
get you?" GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies asks
you.
9 "Get on your knees and pray that I
will be gracious to you. You priests have
go en everyone in trouble. With this
kind of conduct, do you think I'll pay
a en on to you?" GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies asks you.
10 "Why doesn't one of you just shut the
Temple doors and lock them? Then none
of you can get in and play at religion
with this silly, empty-headed worship. I
am not pleased. The GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies is not pleased. And I don't want
any more of this so-called worship!
11 "I am honored all over the world.
And there are people who know how
to worship me all over the world, who
honor me by bringing their best to me.
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They're saying it everywhere: 'God is
greater, this GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.'
12 "All except you. Instead of honoring
me, you profane me. You profane me
when you say, 'Worship is not important,
and what we bring to worship is of no
account,'
13 and when you say, 'I'm bored--this
doesn't do anything for me.' You act
so superior, s cking your noses in the
air--act superior to [me], GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies! And when you do offer
something to me, it's a hand-me-down,
or broken, or useless. Do you think I'm
going to accept it? This is GOD speaking
to you!
14 "A curse on the person who makes
a big show of doing something great
for me--an expensive sacrifice, say--and
then at the last minute brings in
something puny and worthless! I'm a
great king, GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies,
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honored far and wide, and I'll not put up
with it!

2 1 "And now this indictment, you
priests!

2 If you refuse to obediently listen, and
if you refuse to honor me, GOD-of-the-
Angel-Armies, in worship, then I'll put
you under a curse. I'll exchange all your
blessings for curses. In fact, the curses
are already at work because you're not
serious about honoring me.
3 Yes, and the curse will extend to your
children. I'm going to plaster your faces
with ro ng garbage, garbage thrown
out from your feasts. That's what you
have to look forward to!
4 "Maybe that will wake you up. Maybe
then you'll realize that I'm indic ng you
in order to put new life into my covenant
with the priests of Levi, the covenant of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
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5My covenant with Levi was to give
life and peace. I kept my covenant with
him, and he honored me. He stood in
reverent awe before me.
6He taught the truth and did not
lie. He walked with me in peace and
uprightness. He kept many out of the
ditch, kept them on the road.
7 "It's the job of priests to teach the
truth. People are supposed to look to
them for guidance. The priest is the
messenger of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
8 But you priests have abandoned
the way of priests. Your teaching
has messed up many lives. You have
corrupted the covenant of priest Levi.
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says so.
9And so I am showing you up for who
you are. Everyone will be disgusted with
you and avoid you because you don't
live the way I told you to live, and you
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don't teach my revela on truly and
impar ally."
10Don't we all come from one Father?
Aren't we all created by the same God?
So why can't we get along? Why do we
desecrate the covenant of our ancestors
that binds us together?
11 Judah has cheated on GOD--a
sickening viola on of trust in Israel and
Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the
holiness of GOD by falling in love and
running off with foreign women, women
who worship alien gods.
12GOD's curse on those who do
this! Drive them out of house and
home! They're no longer fit to be
part of the community no ma er
how many offerings they bring to
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
13And here's a second offense: You fill
the place of worship with your whining



MALACHI 2 8
and sniveling because you don't get
what you want from GOD.
14Do you know why? Simple. Because
GOD was there as a witness when you
spoke your marriage vows to your young
bride, and now you've broken those
vows, broken the faith-bond with your
vowed companion, your covenant wife.
15GOD, not you, made marriage. His
Spirit inhabits even the smallest details
of marriage. And what does he want
from marriage? Children of God, that's
what. So guard the spirit of marriage
within you. Don't cheat on your spouse.
16 "I hate divorce," says the GOD of
Israel. GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies says,
"I hate the violent dismembering of
the 'one flesh' of marriage." So watch
yourselves. Don't let your guard down.
Don't cheat.
17 You make GOD red with all your
talk. "How do we re him out?" you ask.
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By saying, "GOD loves sinners and sin
alike. GOD loves all." And also by saying,
"Judgment? GOD's too nice to judge."

3 1 "Look! I'm sending my messenger
on ahead to clear the way for

me. Suddenly, out of the blue, the
Leader you've been looking for will
enter his Temple--yes, the Messenger
of the Covenant, the one you've
been wai ng for. Look! He's on his
way!" A Message from the mouth of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
2 But who will be able to stand up
to that coming? Who can survive his
appearance? He'll be like white-hot fire
from the smelter's furnace. He'll be like
the strongest lye soap at the laundry.
3He'll take his place as a refiner of
silver, as a cleanser of dirty clothes. He'll
scrub the Levite priests clean, refine
them like gold and silver, un l they're



MALACHI 3 10
fit for GOD, fit to present offerings of
righteousness.
4 Then, and only then, will Judah and
Jerusalem be fit and pleasing to GOD, as
they used to be in the years long ago.
5 "Yes, I'm on my way to visit you
with Judgment. I'll present compelling
evidence against sorcerers, adulterers,
liars, those who exploit workers, those
who take advantage of widows and
orphans, those who are inhospitable
to the homeless--anyone and everyone
who doesn't honor me." A Message
from GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
6 "I am GOD--yes, I AM. I haven't
changed. And because I haven't
changed, you, the descendants of Jacob,
haven't been destroyed.
7 You have a long history of ignoring my
commands. You haven't done a thing I've
told you. Return to me so I can return
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to you," says GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
"You ask, 'But how do we return?'
8 "Begin by being honest. Do honest
people rob God? But you rob me day
a er day. "You ask, 'How have we robbed
you?' "The the and the offering--that's
how!
9And now you're under a curse--the
whole lot of you--because you're robbing
me.
10 Bring your full the to the Temple
treasury so there will be ample
provisions in my Temple. Test me in this
and see if I don't open up heaven itself
to you and pour out blessings beyond
your wildest dreams.
11 For my part, I will defend you
against marauders, protect your
wheat fields and vegetable gardens
against plunderers." The Message of
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.
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12 "You'll be voted 'Happiest Na on.'
You'll experience what it's like to be a
country of grace." GOD-of-the-Angel-
Armies says so.
13GOD says, "You have spoken hard,
rude words to me. "You ask, 'When did
we ever do that?'
14 "When you said, 'It doesn't pay to
serve God. What do we ever get out
of it? When we did what he said and
went around with long faces, serious
about GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, what
difference did it make?
15 Those who take life into their own
hands are the lucky ones. They break all
the rules and get ahead anyway. They
push God to the limit and get by with
it.'"
16 Then those whose lives honored GOD
got together and talked it over. GOD saw
what they were doing and listened in.
A book was opened in God's presence
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and minutes were taken of the mee ng,
with the names of the GOD-fearers
wri en down, all the names of those
who honored GOD's name.
17GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies said,
"They're mine, all mine. They'll get
special treatment when I go into ac on. I
treat them with the same considera on
and kindness that parents give the child
who honors them.
18Once more you'll see the difference
it makes between being a person who
does the right thing and one who
doesn't, between serving God and not
serving him.

4 1 "Count on it: The day is coming,
raging like a forest fire. All the

arrogant people who do evil things will
be burned up like stove wood, burned to
a crisp, nothing le but scorched earth
and ash--a black day.
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2 But for you, sunrise! The sun of
righteousness will dawn on those who
honor my name, healing radia ng from
its wings. You will be burs ng with
energy, like colts frisky and frolicking.
3And you'll tromp on thewicked. They'll
be nothing but ashes under your feet
on that Day." GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies
says so.
4 "Remember and keep the revela on
I gave through my servant Moses, the
revela on I commanded at Horeb for all
Israel, all the rules and procedures for
right living.
5 "But also look ahead: I'm sending
Elijah the prophet to clear the way
for the Big Day of GOD--the decisive
Judgment Day!
6He will convince parents to look a er
their children and children to look up to
their parents. If they refuse, I'll come
and put the land under a curse."
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